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Twomw Uﬁllze L‘rgeQuanhty of Spmmng Tow Raised on Willamette Valley F arms—liarger Opportunity Foreseen, That of Supp’lyl g LargeSI\N'COf
Flax Which-Now Is Supplied by Foreign Nations—40,000' Acres Would Be Necessary To Do This—Good Quality Necessary To Success In
MQPment of Industry Here Is Given By State Official —Six Counties Now Interested ln Growing Raw Material—State Plant Lent Encouragementand

rowi'né‘ Flax—R
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Unlimited Possibilities -
Of New Industry Seen

. Manufacturing Not Depenident on Local Proddction of |
Raw Material, But Vast Field For Flax

hmwnwph.tmmm

Growing Here

'No more titting oceasion for a
resume of the flax industry in the
Salem vieinity, than the dnwu!ng
of the year 1927 could be i
iped; for today marks the opcnang
oOf the year in from which that|in-
dustry will measure the vast ex-
Hnn which is te come.

To be sure, the Wiljamette val-
ley has been growing flax Tor

years, and Salem has been
the ceénter of the Industry; but
now the final rounding out of the
industry to its full scope—but by
no means to its final extent—is at
hand, with the beginning of opera-
tion ot the Oregop Linen Mills,
In&s < .

A litile over a year ago the
mafiufacturers of linen was begun
here, with the opening of the
Milss Linen company mill; but
that pllat. how an established
success;. produeed only twines of
varioys tuh the new mill of the

regon en ullll. Igc., will turn
ghL an hlldn of linen goods, in-
cluding the finest made. .

Now, according to Col, Bart-
rum, field suminundom for the
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' Fresh Fruits and
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171 8. Commercial
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the sute flax plant, these
mills will handle oniy about 600
tons of fiber and tow, an amount
which can be rafsed on about
3500 acres, when they are both
running two shifts. At the pres-

{ ent time, over 2000 acres of flax
are being grown here each year, |

8o that the industry need not be
quite doubled to supply the flax
for the SBalem mills.

But there is another side to the
story;:apother vision which Salem
and fllamette valley residents
should keep before them.

Big Field Is ned

last year,
just about enough flax to keep the
S8alem mills running was grown—
no more. But the United States
Imported in the same period 6842
tons of line #tber and tow—over
11 'times the amount grown at
home.

This is possible because of the
extremely low tariff on rough line
fiber entering this country. But
this fiber could, as well as not, be
raised in the United States; and
since the oplaces where guality
fiber can be raised are few, the
Willamette valley has the oppor-
tunity of becoming that place.

it the Willamette valley sup-
plied the present need of factories
in the United States which are im-
porting their raw material from
other countries,

*

two

it would, have to

Farmer &
Stewart

ALL SIZES
Exide Batteries
~ Full Line

Ignition Parts
Battery and Gemerator
. Repair
ALL WORK
GUARANTEED

263 South
Comimercial Street
Phone 1720
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PYHO Time Is
a-Fleeting

There's Time

Fora
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A HAPPY
NEW YEAR
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DRUM AND BUGLE CORPS or CAprmL POST NO. 9, AMERICAN LEG!d\l

Olson, 8. Hitcheock,
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No organization which counts the Port.-nd Rose Hill, Frosty | Watkins, Roy_Sl.eWart. Lloyd De-
uce of the cr t for the Sa- son, 3 ] MchM an, rancis ce.
the‘good Wil aag ‘pride of S« lem corps’ excellence in marching| Youns, Ralph Mason, R. L. Stan-| Color bearers—Raymond Boise
lem’s people as the bugle and|,.4 plaving is° due to Rudy|ton, D. B. Smith, John Fink,|and Ray Bassett.
drum corps sponsored by the lo-| gohultz of Portland, director: (us| Dave Shade. | The corps, not content with
cal American Legion post. Erickson, assistant director; and Drum and cymbal players— | (W0 state championships, is hop-
Organized three years ago next| Carl Hinges, drum major. Chalmer George, Loyal Hender ing to bring home the fin.al prize
month, this corps has won both Other officers include Barney| 3 i | E : rom the Legion convention at
of the contests conducted so far| Wright, secretary; Dorsey Reeves,| 00 W. W. Looney, M. E. Reeves. | | 3 GGrande this year, At present
between organizations of its type.|treasurer; George Cherrington,|arney Wright, Dorsey Ileeves,| one practice session a week is be-
by the American Legion, Depart-| quartermaster; Ralph Mason, as-; Rufe White, George Cherrington, | ing held, but before long this will
ment of Oregon: the flrsl' at | sistant gquartermaster, and Dave | Gus Erickson, W. E, Vincent, Jl.eo | bhe increased, 80 that the corps
Prinevilie in 1925, and the sec-| Shade, manager. The personnel| Huddleson, I*. M. Strausbaugh,.| which hopes to defeat that of
ond at Marshtield in™the past | of the corps imeludes: Lloyd Lee, Dick Christopher, R.|Capitol Post No. 9, will have to
year. This corps also took first Buglers — Frank Wittemore, | E. DeGuire, E. F. Bonesteele, }H | be considerably better than it was
place at the contest conducted by | Frank Jirak, R. Patterson, Tom /| H. Bond. J, W. McAllister, Bil. last year.
plant 40,000 acres Po fiber flax. |development of this crop in this|to $800 worth a day include flax | produced in commercial quanti-

What would that mean? De-
pending on the quality of the flax
grown, it would mean from $2,.-
000,000 to something over §3.-
000,000 to the growers even at
present low prices. But to quote
Col. Bartrum. who is the leading
authority on this subject in Ore-
gon:

“Every effort must be directed
toward growing a quality crop be-
cause, owing to the cooperation
cf foreign countries and lack of
tariff protection on the raw pro-
duct, we cannot profitably produce
line fiber, at this time, from short
straw.

“The ([iber content .in short
straw is to small to permit us to
process it for line fiber. On the
other hand, with long straw of
fine qualily which has 'a heavy
yield of long line fiber we can
hold our own notwithstanding the
depressed state of the textile in-
dustry and the fiber market.

Favor Local Production

“It is a fact that a linen indus-
try can be developed from a man-

;| ufacturing standpoint alone with-

out any flax being grown in this
spirited men like
T. B. Kay and others, however,
are particularly interested in see-
ing this made a balanced develop-
mrent that will bring success to the
farmer as well as to the manu-

{ facturer,

*“The solution of this problem
calls for the strongesl cooperation
frem all concerned, and the effort
is really worth our while because
of the pressing need of our farm-
ers and of developing new indus-
tries. In view of all the circum-
stamces it would seem Lhat we can-
not afford to spend huge sums of
money abroad to pay for fiber that
is imported, when we can produce
as good or better {iber here iA the
Willamette valley.

**As a part of our scheme we
must lay our plans to produce
spinning tow in a large way. that
is, from short and cut flax straw.
Machines are now available to
produce this at low cost. Many
authorities are of the opinion that
the development of the linen in-
dustry in the United States will be
from tow. We are, however, go-
ing to require line fiber for good
WArp yarns, as it is necessary to
spin these from line fiber.”

. Bix Willamette valley counties
are now Interested im growing
flax: Marion, Polk, Yamhill, Linm,
Clackamas and Columbia, Marion
county leads, with Polk county in
second place and coming to the
front rapidly. Bepton and Wash-
ington county farmers-are plan- §

ining to plant flax pext year,

State Fant Factor
The stale (flax
made a large contribution to the

[ NEW YEAR’'S GREETINGS
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area, This year the prison plant
furnished a market for $100,000
worth of flax from the farms of
this vicinity.

The policy of the state authori-
ties in processing flax through
prison labor and the ehcourage-
men{ given to the farmers to grow
the crop, brought to the attention
of capitalists and others the ex-
cellent quality of the fiber that is
being grown in Oregon. and thus
was instrumental in securing the
establishment of the linen mills
here.

Started in 1915, under the poli-
cy of the late Governor James
Withycombe, the state flax indus-
try had a checkered career until
1923, when the legislature enact-
ed the present revolving fund law,

giwing the governor of the state’

complete control.
FProgram Is Success

The result of this program up to
this time has heen that the peni-
tentiary is rapidly on its way to-
ward becoming self supporting
through this and its othér indus-
tries. Property now on hand is

valued at more than half a millien |

dollars, built up in less than four
years from the original appropria-
tion of $160,000, which was in it-
gelf a saving made in the main-
tenance fund as compared with
the preceding two years.

It is believed that the flax plant
will start the 1927 harvest season
with a clean slate on its entire
equipment: wilh at least $500, -

000 of assets and all debts paid,

and possibly with enough money
to pay the farmers for that year's
crop. .

Advance indications are, how-
ever, that the legislature this win-
ter will provide for thw handling
of a larger crop by financing the
purchase of still more fachinery,
and may maké B appropriation
to assist in paying the farmers for
thefr rflax, which must be done on
delivery. This would also neces-
sitate the purchase of more new
machinery.

The gross business of the stateé
flax plant is now between $§$700
and $800 a day, and it may
amount to §1000 soon, depending
upon the prices of the products.
These products which are now be-
ing turned out at the rate of $700

sead for the linseed oil mills and
for the drug trade; long line fiber,
gpinning tow. upholstery tow,
bolls for stock feed and shives for
fuel,
History Is Loag One

This list of products suggests
the variety of uses to which the
flax plant is put, and the reason
for the stability of this crop, the
beginnings of which go far
back into the history of man's eunl-
ture that there is no record of
them, because flax was used be-
fore any form of writing which is
now decipherable, had been in-
vented. It is the oldest known
vegetable fiber used in the mak-
ing of clothing. Finer linens, in
weaves which moderm machinery
cannot duplicate, were found in
the tombs of the Pharaohs of
ancient Egypt—-dynasties which
date back 8000 years—were bur-
ied. Samples of these linens, still
in an-excellent state of preserva-
tion, are now on display in the
British museum. There is mention
of linen in the oldest books of the
Bible, but these are of recent or-

50

igin compared to ‘the actual
samples which are still in exist-
cnce.

The linen industry is a perman-

ent one because of these varied
uses—linseed oll for paint, be-
causg it is the. only '‘drying. oil”

ties: linseed oil for medicines and
poultices; line fiher for spinning
or upholstery tow; the water from
the retting tanks for fertilizer and
the shives, now used for fuel but
capable of more valuable utiliza-
tion in making paper string.

MILL SERVES FARMERS

Contlucts

Cherry City Company
Laboratory Department

To keep in close touch with the
individual needs of every farmer
is the policy of the Cherry City
Milling Co. in connection with its
production of dair}' and poultry
feeds. To that end, it is soon to
install a ‘molasses mixing plant,
because of the big demand f{or
molasses feeds.

It is the only feed manufactur-

ing concern in Oregon outside of
Portland which conducts a com-
plete chemical laboratory for use
in determining the exact chemical
analysis of fTeeds. If the stand-
ard product does not suit the pur-
chaser, a special feed is produc-
ed for him.

P. E. Geiser is president of the
company., Ernest Palmer
president and Ross C. Bidwell
secrelary-.and Eeneral managen .
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HE LURKS /i
| WORNOUT BRAKES
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lurks in worn out brakes,
Don’t take chances

“See Mike Panek
g
Avoid a Panic”
Sailen;’s Brake 'Spe;.'ialist
275 S. Com’] St.
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SHIP BY WATER AND SAVE THE DIFFERE.NC = f

Navigation Co.
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STEAMER

““Northwestern’’

Operating on a, regular schedule, handling merchandise
and carload shipments between Salem and

Portland and- way lan

n

" Schedule
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Leave Porﬂand ﬁ 00 A. M.—Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays;

Leave

your store door,

Lower freight rates on all commodities from Seattle,
L.os Angeles,

San Francisco.
3 Coa=i by water.

tell yon' how!

and vther points;

L{ you arc.interested in spving momey on your freight cosls, eall on us.

We handle for les and deliver the Treigat to

Tacoma, Spokario,
also shipments arriving from BEast

Salem 6:00 A. M.—Mendays, Wednesdays and Fridays
Cut your trn_n-lporta.l.lon costs.

Pnr;tlt; nd,

Lot us

1t is to the inlerest o[ Salem to cReourage water transportation on the Willam-

cite river.
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PORTLAND
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Care SU PI'!.EB DOCK
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Route Your Shpmen
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“The boat dees not wail out-the hnﬁm will.give you dependable service.
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SALEM DOCK & wdmmot.sn
00T

OF COURT ST.
-mxm o

SHIP BY. Wﬁ?ﬂ{ AND SAVE. THE DIF
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SALEM FOLK LIKE BEST

stoekotl-medmw‘“.

Mvﬂl Here

That Salem pooplp like the_ hdt
| in perfume as well as other com~-
"modﬂ.lu. has béen the discovery

of J. H. Willett, manager of the|

| Capital Drug store in the paat
 year. The store has been hand-
'llng the highest grades of fm-
ported perfumes, and finds that
the public prefers them I_n spite

of the higher cost. '
Since taking over this store two

years ago, Willett hgs comp:etely

ble the handling of a greatly im-
creased patronage. The prescrip-
tion department and toilet goods
are the store’s specialties.

remodeled it so as to make possi--

pletion of the: store - possi-
ble the handling of larger con-
signments of goods.

Auctfon sales are held c'ury
Wednesday évening, anfl private
sales every day, Woedry" bandling
new furniture of all kinds as well
as articles put up for auction,

.. Oregon has about - 100,000
colonies of bees, that produce 30

to 35 ¢ars of h'o‘h_u a year. '

New

~ We Wish Our . - :
Many Friends and Patrons. .
a'Very Happy, . _ 118

Minto’s New' ' 11
Salem Restaurant
lsssodthm;hsmet
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