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That jsu’t the' only fault in batting; -are ty of
others that cat- hitters’ averages p along the
pitchers’ pe : But it's the one that bothers hi
school and' ceflege f most—major leaguers, tpo. Let'’s
talk about it.

Every .boy who can handle a bat knows what the “good
‘ball zome™ is. If the ball is over the plate and betWween your
kmnees and shoulders, it's a strike; if it’s hi

a ball. The men who govern

way just o' be making another regulation.

tbemon

When you've got'that rule down
tight, you'ré resdy to go on with
your:batting training. There are
-seyegal’ things évery battér must
know, and I'll take them up one
at a'time.

“The first ome ties up closely
with the good ball rule. Keep your
eye on the ball. T don't have to tell
you that you can't comnect sguare-
1y with the Norselide if you're mot
watching it every minute.’ I've
seen fellows who Jlooked at the
pitcher, at the runner, at the play-
er through whom they wanted to
hit it. te bad. From the min-
4A¥>» the ball leaves the pitcher's

', to hit it—or let it go by—
your eye omn it. Never look
amey 'for a second.
Natoralness is an tmpartn.nt
of good batting. A good deal
, emid-about correct batting form;
but when you'we seen.the long,
Iree swing of Harry Heilmann,
ga Detroit player who led the Amer-
- ican Jeague in batting last

these and try to analyse them and
write down similarities of form,
you'll find it pretty haed to do.

The answer is that all of the
£Lreat batiers have their own indi-
widual wtyles—the styles that are
easiest, most ngtural .for tham.
Cultivate, as far as possible, the
etyle of ‘'swing and grip simplest
to you. I dom’t mean that you
should scorn advice from players

©F coaghes who know good bat-
u-. freguently their hints will
Felp tremendously. But work in
those hints with your owa nataral
batting-habits—make the iwo
work togéther.

‘Your stance at the piate -hould
also be just what is easiest for
you. Some players stand with feet
close together, others with them
spread and mot on a lime. Every
good batter faces the plate square-
. 1y, so that he can meet the ball
wnan his bat is at the most toree—-
ful point in its are.

Ordinarily I'd advise every bat-

to learn to “step into Lthe ball™

as /bats, rather .than to step
W ‘Bm in"™ memns
advascing the left foot, (if you're

Cross wﬂnnmamcm
had every college nime he faced' in 1925
athhmrandwanmm In three years
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that ryour swing must bé easy and
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hhlﬂl.dmru. I nev-
er fall, although I put a lot of

low or wide it's
the rules didn’t decide it that
They had a rea-

This fellow had a dong, easy

ithat is, he holds his bat about
six .inches from the tip and so
makes his hits on sorter but ex-
tremely powerful swings.) So are
Blades, Toporcer and other good
batters om the St. Louise team.
Ty Cobb-has = grip different
from both of these. He hits from

and his left about
above. We kmow how successful
he’s found that grip.

You have your position, your

the ball. I've already told you|
natnral; it must also e powerful.
To get the baximum of power, re-
member three things:

Swing yeour bat in ome hnrhoﬁt—
al plane. .

Meet the ball at the “top of
the swing; time it correectly.

Don’': forget ‘the followsthrough.

Swing in One Plane

The first rule is easy to under-
stand. If the bat is moving in one
plane—that is, if it's cirling per-
Téctly level with the ground—it's
gving to deliver more power.|

one lével to anolhar.
So train yourself to swing the

¥ou plan to meet the ball.

Second—time the swing preper-
13. That means that you shonld
hear the erack of bat and ball at/
just the instant the bat's galmed its
greatest momentum. Timing is a
mighty diffienlt thing teo get ex-
actly right; if every batter had it

the right side of the plate, wifh |
his right hand at the tip of his bat ||
five inches |

grip. The next thing is to meetd

against the ball than it wounld if it ||
were weaving up and down from ||

bat exactly on the plane in which ||

ir' the howe run crop.’' The great
batters are the ones who have per-
!acted‘ their timing-—old Hans
Wagner. Cobb, Ruth, Sisler of the
Ste Louis Browns, Jacques Four-
sier of Brooklyn, Frisch of the
Glants and others.

Don’t think that, jusf hecause I|
Bay thalnc is hard to get exactly
vight, it can’t be learned. You can
improve your timing in baseball
Just as you can in your golf swing,
your tennis-swing or your foot-
hzll kicking. Practice is the thing.
Thevenow, the young shortstop
who played with St. Louis last
year, proved this. Thevenow came
to the Cardinals determined to im-
prove \his batting, and every
chance he got he had somebody
pitching to him. He watched his
timing, along with the other ele-
ments, and by the end of the sea-
son he was a much beiter batter.

Follow through! Here again
comes the parallel to golf, tenais
and football. The bat should not
stop dead when it hits the ball,
nor imimediately afteyward. The
arc should continwe just as it
started; the bhat should keep on its
vath while the ball is well on its
way. The follow-through is the
logical conclusion eof the swing,
and it’s worth a lot of work. I
wish every young batter ' could

watch thre work of men like Bot-
iomley, or Zack Wheat, the veter-
an Brooklyn star. It's his vigor-
ous follow-through that takes
Babe Ruth off his balance when he
swings and misses; and it's the
strength of this fellw-through
that, imparted to the ball when it
meis the bat, gives is such long

| o the  fromt.

MMWMmytql-
| low-through.

Amm'lrto“vo‘old

- | follow-through is to take your bat

and practice free swinging—prac-
tice the long level arc and the con-
tinnation of the far around
‘plenty of
rhythm in 2 good w SWIng,
iry to get it into your own work.
A Write-suap Adds Force
I've told you that you should
meet the ball at the “‘top"” of the
swing. There are two more things
to know sbout meeting the ball
One is 2 snap of the wrists that
gives to the bat, just at the mo-
ment of impact, an added bit of
force. TUntil the moment of this
gnap. the bat angles backward
from your hands; the snap brings
st suddenly out to the perpendiecu-
laf from your body, so that it
smacks the ball aguarely instead
of at an angle.
The second question is that of
just where to plan on hitting the
bhall—direetly over the plate-and
opposite your body, or out in front
and slightly abhead of your body.
Both' methods are used in big

ieague play. Stoffy Mcinnis, right-

banded batter with the Pittsburgh
Pirates, hits !n front of Lhe plate,
as do many others. I hit the ball
in closer to_my body. It seems to
be a question of individual differ-
ences again. Ernle Vick—you'll
remember his name in football'as
well as baseball, for he was All-
American center at the University
of Michigan, as well as a star
catcher, before he joined the Card-
fpals—learned to improve his hit-
ting considerably by connecting
aut in [ront of the plate.

Bunting is a form of battingz
that absolutely demands hitting
out in front. Your purpose In a
bant is to lay the ball down where
it's going to be hardest for any-
Lody to field. Imn effect, you stop
the ball dead at the plate: your
bat doesn’t crash into it as in an

attempt at smashing a hit, but
simply meets it and Garops it on the
ground at your feet with just

rides. You don’'t have to lose bal-

..

enough force to keep it out of the
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What a star!
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a pight-handed batter) toward the

pitcher as you swing. That in-}
crpases the power you impart to

bat, and puts you in good posi-

o to ' start your sprint for fi
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1bunting for a few days; gradually
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flelder.

must be able to tap it along the

frst sacker, or to the pztchérs
right if you know he has dtu'icu!
iIn fielding that kind of ball

in order to comtrol the bunt nu
must hit it out in fromt. You
ean’t do it accurately if you try to
meat the ball over the plate, even
with your body. Some men always
step’ far to the front of the bat-
ting ° +* for'a bunt. -

BS.  wep that in mind when you
try to bunt. Remember, too, that
*on don’'t get the Iree swing into
& bunt. The bat Is almost motion-
iess, as a rule, when it meets the
ball. Most players choke their
bats when they bunt.

Here's & warning on bunting—
do your best to hide your intem-
tions from the men in the field.|
Of course, there are plenty of =it~
unations when the bunt is a conven- |
tional play—when there, are less;
than two dewn-and a man.is on
hrst, for instance—and usually in|.
such situations the third baseman
and the others will play in. Dut
it you hold wvour bat in just the
same way you do for a full swing
{at least until the pitcher delivers
the ballf, don’t look where you're
planning to send the ball, and oth-
erwise veil your plans, you've a
much better chance of making the
bunt effective.

Bunt Out of a Slamp :
Because bunting is so differcnt
from swinging into-the ball, it's
mizhty useful in anotber way—
alding a batter to work-out _Of a
hitting slump. There's never been
a very good explanation "of 8
glump—Iit's something that simpay
comes. Right in the midst of theiry
season, fTrequently, big league ‘
sluggers find themselves unable to |
vonnect—their batting eye is bad,
their swing feels awkward, their
average goes down. Apparently
they're doing things properly, too.
But the base hits don't come.
George Crantham, of the Pitts-
burgh champions, hit the ball hard
gM season and right up to the
world series in 1925; he had been
purticularly effective against rizht-
handed pitchers. But in the series
he eouldn't hit a thing—a slump
got hold of him.

. Often bunting comes in hanny
in a case like that. When you |
find you're unable to hit the ball

a1t your usual average, forget ev-
ery kind of hitting but bunting for
a while. Practice all you can on

work back into regular batting,
taking it easy as yom go. It's
n:ore-ihan likely that you will find
e ‘break from free swinging has
chased the fault onut of your bat-
ting, and that you're able to make
your Share of ‘the hits again.

¥wé heard high school baseball

piayers exert a lot of extra energy

Lthird base foul line, or toward the )

uu'har'. reuh bnt not enough to|in dhcnm the ﬂrtues of "n.hre
cury it too rapidly {o any other | hitting."
big leagues, they'll forget it. Some
Since the purpose of the bunt is|weén; according to report, learn to
to stop the ball and put it where | pGt the ball where they want it—-
it can be fielded with most difTi-|'te smash to Jeft Seld. or through

——

but 1've @mever n'm onto n.r af
them.

About the omnly place hitting wellet
do in the big leagues is try to hit ﬂu.:to
back of the runner, rather than I | .on s
front of him. ¥or instance, i ‘&

When they get to the

'll be ne

nuuhnr *
dmwmnmﬁ.‘-
likely 10 be successful
second.
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cuity, the direction in which you |shortstop, or down & base line-—|man is on first wpd tne opder is
send it must be contrelled. You : —

rd

- — .r'__ e —

P —————— — —
|

Enjoy Wearing Good Clotbes

I have inaugurated this plan to help them wear
GOOD CLOTHES AND

“PAY AS YOU
WEAR THEM”

Buys Any suit or

PayﬁMDomonaSmtmdthebahneem A*

10 Weekly Payments
Men’s Athletic Under-

wear
L  English Broadcloth

$1.39
2 Suits $2.75

Collar Attch. Shirts

$1.45
2 Shirts $1.75

" Fancy Lisle Hose
48¢c Pair

winnows AL KRAUSE

385 STATB STREET '

CREDIT PRIVILEGES
AT CASH PRICES!

‘The Shop With
the Drinking
Fonntuin

qu on page T.)
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‘"There Should Be A
In Every

7. W. SURETTE:
will

they are

music.”

“Americans
become & music-loving
nation only if from childhood
taught in
schools to understand good

the

NEW PIANOS — $275, $325, $385 to.

inclu over thirty-five standard high
d"ﬁ

on terms as low as $7 per mon

No home is complete without a piano and
time of year that a piano is appropriate.

_*.n’ue is--the one. -
The children ™

should start taking lessons, the graduate bride should

have a new piano. We have over two hundred
select from. Your choice of several hlgﬁ grade
grand pianos, newest finishes and

7

o

%6395 ot |

Terms $15 a month. -Your present piano
taken as part payment

gmdemabm. Pnnooyouw@ bepmndm‘

pianos to

We will accept your silent piano as part paym play
have several good uaed player pianos as, low as $275 on terms of g?d We

NEW PLAYER PIANOS — sassqp

yment towb.rdnn

| AMPICO PIANOS _.fsvau,
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