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The automobile leense and gas
tax business of. the state of Ore-
gon, the MM‘I g!nhk 5O
to the building and upkeep of the
highways of the state, has growa

to be Immense— _. }
In fact, the gross réeeipts for
this year will' likely be around
$9.500,000, of wearly  twice as
mnchu-thd'-m'“.' collected
zeneral stats ‘purpeses from: all
other sources, which
around $5.000,000 a yes
In 1925 ,* 24 [
motor vehicles licensed in ¢
and 17,036 trucks, or 216,663 in
all, and the gross license fees
on these last year were $5,370,~
201.78. This Hlcense fee money,
after costs are deducted, goes
three-fourths to: the state  high-
way fund and ome-fourth io the
counties in which the vehicles are

owned, ) !
The gas tax receipts for 1925

all goes to the state highway fund,
after the collection cokts are met.

So it is not ‘a stretch of the
imagination to estimate that the
gas taxes for 1926 will be around
$32,500,000, and the vehicle taxes
of all kinds around $6,000,000;
especially when it is ¥kfown that
up to March 15 for 1924 the total
registered vehicles in the state
were 145,774; for the same period
in 1926, they were 162,492, and
for the present year, that is, up’
to and including last Monday,

a few -thousand dollars above
1 §400.000 more. . :
State Highway Ik
The state highway' mission
for Oregon is made up of Wm.

Portland, and W. H, Malone, Cor-
Roy A. Klein is state high-
way engineer, with, of course,
headquarters at Salem.

There is an article in this is-
sue giving an outline of the state
highway work up to date, with
mileage and costs, ete. It is well
worth reading.

The peak load of bond pay-
ments, principal and interest, will
be rveached In 1930, when the
total will be $2,843,314.70. The
following year they will be about
$40.000 less, and the year after
that about $132,000 less, shading
down each year- to 1950, when
they will be wiped out with a
payment of $51,082.50. .

So the people of Oregon, having
their highway construction and
upkeep program on the soundest
posaible basis, may look forward
for still better things in the years
to come, especially after the peak
load year of 1930,

they were l?l'l.!‘_n',
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TE HICHWAY DEPARTMENT HAS TS
<. VAN SHOPS IN SALEM A BIG FORCE

- B8 4

Has 209 Trucks and 126 Passenger Cars and a V
Amount of Equipment to Keep in R :

~ Snow Plows—Takes Many

" Machinery to Keep the State

as
and a Great Deal
iqhwayajhnepmr

The equipment’ department of

ission has its headquarters and : t a .
:-h;uun _on five acres |able in this way at balf the cost

~ the | they
of [ bought fully finished. .

are bought in the rough and fin-
lines of equipment are made avail-

| OREGON LEADING IN

.| 819.37, has been secured from the

MATTER OF HIGHWAYS
(Continued from page B)

ginning of the year of $1,452,458.-
44. This total income was made
up as follows: i
Balance on hand,
S, h AFETREE SR $
Bond sales and ac-
crued interest.. 40,708,819.27
Motor vehicle li-
cense fees ,....

Gasoline and dis-
‘One guarter mill. :
property tax ... 1,724,032.23

94,418.14

16,683,329.92
9,994,185.38

Interest om - bank

balances ,..... “269,5624.67
Fines for traffic

law violations .. 47,8074.18

Total ,..........569,612,283.79

It is to be noted from these fig-
ures that property has paid a di-
rect tax for the carrying on of the
work of omly $1,724,032.23, or
less than 214 per cent of the total.
While the point is net susceptible
to exact measurement, it is not
to be doubted that improved high-
ways have increased the property
values by much more than the tax
has amounted to.
N Oregon a Pioncer

It will also be seen that practi-
cally the entire revenues have
been received from the motfor ve-
hicle license fees, gasoline and dis-
tillate taxes, and from bonds
whiéh have been predicated om,
and wiill be retired from the rev-
eénuks to be received fram the Ml-
cense fees and fuel taxes. 'Ore-
gon was one of the pioneering
states in instituting a motor ve-
hicle fuel tax, and bas beenm fol-
lowed by approximately thirty-
five other states. The

from license fees and fuel taxes is
fundamentally sound and is suit-
able in placing the burden of pay-
ing for improved roads upon the
shoulders of those who derive the
benefits. 4
Reducing the Load

- Aa given in the table sbove, in-
come to the amount of $40,708,-

sale of bonds.” This amount, how-
ever, includes §3.011,806 which
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later years of the pro-
. will consist of ‘work which is
requiréd to commnect up the more
flmportant sections previously con-
structed, and to finish ont the con-
tinuity of the particular highway
as a whole. During the very re-
cent years the work of the depart-
ment has consistéd largely of this
class of work, with the exception,
perbaps, of the major construc-
tion put under way on the Roose-
velt coast highways in Curry coun-
ty. Grading and surfacing had
been completed from Port Orford
to Euchre creek and a contract
for grading from the latter point
to the Rogue river was awarded.
This work was awarded in two
sections,, with a combined léngth

:

Jlof 11 miles, and is estimated to

cost $211,000. It is expected that
construction will be completed
during the present year. .

South of Gold Beach the Myers
Creek-Barnt Hill and Burnt Hill-
Chetco river sections have Heen
placed under contract-for grading.
The first section should be com-
pleted during the present “year,
and the other will be finished dur—
ing 1927. The Burnt Hill-Cheteo
river section involves one of the
heaviest pieces of grading work
ever undertaken by this depart-
ment. The work was awarded in
four wunits, with a combined
length of 28 miles, and is estim-
ated to cost a total of $1,000,-
000.

Work in Willamette Valley

While the major work done.
during 1926 has been outside of"
the limits of the Willamette wal-
ley, there are a few projects with-
in the valley which' may prove of
particular interest.

One of the most impartant of
these is the paving of the section
between Oregon City and Cane-
mah. This was the last gap exis
ing between Salem and Portlagi
and its completion provides a con-
tinuous: paved highway between
the two citles. - 2

On the south the new bridge
at Harrisburg has been completed,
and the new pavement between
Harrisburg and Junction City has
been finished and thrown open to
traffic. The completion of the
bridge eliminates the use of the
ferry at Harrisburg with the waits
attendannt upon that method of
crossing the Willamette river, and
the new pavement supersedes the
previous vock surfacing.

At Albany, the Willametie river

| bridge on the Albany-Corvallis

highway has been opened to traf-
fic and supercedes the old county
bridge across the same stream.

A Chieago realty firm uses o
bus fitted like an office, having
thrée rooms furnished with desks,
drapes, furniture and even <lec-
tric fans, Prospects are taken to
view ‘property and the entire
transaction can be conducted from

.| the moving office. '

. "

Kenneth Cooper; of Uﬁ'rted
States Bureau, Urges
Time Limit Nears -

SILVERTON, Or., March 17.—
Special.)—The {following report
of the talk given here recently by
Kenneth ‘Cooper, of the United
States veterans’ bureau, has been
received:’ =4 W

-

World war veterans who have
not reinstated theilr war risk in-
Surance or converted term policies
into permanent forms of govern-
ment insurance were warned in a
statement made here by Kenneth
L. Cooper, Oregon regional mana-
ger of the United States veterans’
bureau, that the time limit to take
advahtage of the insurance beme-
fits offered by the government ex-
pires July 2 of this year, He
urged that every world war vete-
tan who held government insur-
ance during war service protect
himself and his dependents by se-
curing a permanent policy before
the opportunity is withdrawn.

- *Provisions of insurance rein-
statement are so¢ lenfent, the terms
of Ppolicies liberal and premi-
wms so low as to bring one of the
six*converted policies within the
reich of every veteran,” declared
Mr. Cooper.

. #"“We want every ex-service man
id the state of Oregon to know
about this time limit. .It means
that those who have mot renewed
their war insuranee ' must rein-
te and convert to a permanent
orm of government insurance be-
fore July 2. Those who have re-
instated their war risk insurance
and.now hold term insurance are
\_'aqulred to convert same into per-
Mmanent policies befere this date if
they desire to participate in the
jmsurance benefit offered by the
gevernmernt. ; :
=2in the laiter case no physical
examination is required, but such
an examination is required for re-
instatement. The medical exam-
ination will be given without
charge at the offies of the U, 8.
véterans' burean.”

Mr. Cooper stated that during
the fiscal year 1925, 461 applica-
tions made by Oregon veterans and
amounting'to-$1,848,600, were ap-
proved. At the end of the last
fiseal year 5674 ex-service men in
this state had taken government
policies amounting to over $20,-
000,000, he announced. The total
amount of such insurance now
held in the Udited States amounts
to mearly three billion dollars anda
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world war veterans, .-
™Despite this mu!
amount of insurance in the 5
ol war ay ; ﬁ-ﬁn‘
thousands” of ex-se An
Cregon who are eatitied to imsur-

vierans take action bdefore July
2 there may come a time when
either the veteran or his depend-
ents, or both, will regret the fail-
ure of the former. soldier or sailor
to obtain government insurance
before it,was too late.

“The record of death awards

surance are receiving government
insurance payments, the amount
since the war being well over a
billion dollars. Certainly no ex-
service man with dependents who
had insurance while in the service
can afford to let this opportunity
of securing a permanent form of
government insurance
These policies earry no restrictions
such as hazardous occupations,
airplane flights or military experi-
ence, and this insurance is free
from all taxation.”

insurance is given to war veter-
ans at cost, the government paying
overhead expenses in conneetion
with the depariment from other
gources than premiums received.
Dividends of nearly three million
dollars were paid holders of com-
veried pelicies during the last fis-
cal year. There are six forms of
life imsurance. This insurance
containg a liberal total permanent
disability clause which is not lim-
ited as to age and provides for
waiver of payment of premiums
80 long as the veteran lives and is
80 disabled. All policies provide
for logans at any time after the
first year, the loan value increas-
ing as time goes on. The form of
any converted policy may be
changed within five years from
the effective date of the policy.

ther imnformation or wish to fll
out the required forms for rein-
statement or conversion of war

ORDER NOW

FRUIT AND SHADE
TREES, SHRUBBERY

From our splendid assortment
of varieties for spring planting.

SALEM NURSERY COMPANY

218 Oregomn Bldg.
- Phone 2865

ance but who.so far, to|
secure permanent _

ment jpsurance,” continged the
bureau’ ager, " “Unless '

shows that boneficiaries of 141,
384 welerans who held term in-

slip by.|:

Mr. Coéoper aeciared that this :

Ex-service men who desire fup- :
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CAPITAL CITY
CO-OPERATIVE
CREAMERY

BUTTER-CUP BUTTER
“Know for its QUALITY"
Buyers of Best Grade Cream
Our Method: Co-operation
Our Iideal: The Best Only

187 Sowth Commercial Street

Is Your Well
Properly Lined?

Use our sanitary
well pipe, that keeps
« out surface water,
and lets only deep

ground . water in.
Made of strong ma-
terials; and reason-
able in price. :
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