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- December 8, 1925 -
SURE GUIDANCE:—In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he
. shall direct thy paths. Proverbs 3:6. . !

NOW WE HAVE A REAL MINT BOOM
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Salem district peppermint oil is quoted now in the New
York market at $27 to $30 a pound. At such prices, mint
growing here would be as good as a gold mine—

There would be a small fortune of profit in each acre
producing a good crop; say about $2000 an acre with a crop
of around 70 pounds to the acre. But oil was selling at this
s time last year at $6 to $8 a pound. Half those prices would
make mint growing a profitable crop here.

We have a real peppermint oil boom here, and it is likely
to' persist—perhaps to the extent that there will in time be
an over production, with low prices.

But these things are to be considered:

The finest and richest peppermint oil in the world is pro-
dueed in the Salem district—

An oil with 51 per cent of mentho] cpntent, against the
36 per cent of the oil producedin Michigan, Indiana and New
York, our competitors in this country—

And an oil that ranks at the top for purity of flavor—

So that dealers pay more for our oil than for the Eastern

oil.
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And the Eastern oil must be mixed with the Oregon oil in
order to give it the proper flavor.

Besides, our growers get more pounds of oil to the acre.

All these are tremendous advantages—

They give our growers what amounts to a franchise in
the profitable production of peppermint oil, for which there
is a rapidly growing demand, especially in the candy and gum
trades of the United States. '

So we can produce peppermint oil here at lower cost than
it can be turned out elsewhere in this country; because we get
more to the acre; because we get a higher quality worth more
per pound; because our overhead is smaller, our land being
cheaper for the principal thing.

If our. people will prepare for it, they can ‘make. their
boom in Epphrmmt persist and become solid growth, Natural
tonditions favor them enough to make this a ¢ertainty.

Saﬁmwhould have a péppermint refinery. She canhave
one, if all the growers will join the Oregon Cooperative Mint

“@rowers' Association; if they will organize 100 per cent! The
s advantages would be many. In the first place, the full profits
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would be standardized, and higher prices would be realized.

The writer repeats the fo]lowing_ from last year’s annual

mint Slogan number: |

Mint was used in medicine 400 years before the birth of Christ;
and perhaps a great deal longer, :

But it is only of late years that the demand has'grown to enormous
and ever increasing proportions.

That the farmers of the Willamette valley are destined to supply
the Increased demand there is little doubt—Dbecause they can do this
at a good profit,

Every farmer of the Salem district having the proper kind of soil |
ought to read carefully all the matter in this lnaq'e of The Statesman
on the mint industry, and he should consider:the tbllow'ing facts:

Peppermint is a profitable crop:

Because it is of hardy growth and has fewer nalura] enemies than
almost any other farm crop;

Because it produces a good crop the first year that it is planfed.

. Because it produces a good crop for severa] years after the first
- year with very liftle libor—some growers say years;
fz>ows ; Because it does not have.to be marketed immediately hut can be
held without deterioration until market prices are favorable;

Because the crop is of such small bulk that the cost of hauling to
market is practically nothing and the distance of the grower from
trgupom_tion facilities does not have to be considered; -

Because the ofl commands a good price, taking ome Year with
another, which affords the grower a good margin where the land is
propérly adapted to mint.

-—The mint industry is not lkely Lo be soon overdone in view.of the
inereasing demand and the higher production and quality of the Ore-
gon article—

And in some years it will be a bonanza crop—

And during a series of years it will pay well, as has been the ex-
perience of all the older growers, who have been the ptonecrs of the
industry. - -

Another thing, there are three distinct nr!eljaa of pappermint the
Japanese, the Black Michem and the White Michem. White Michem
has, Been produced successfully only in Eigland, Saxony ahd Syria—
and inthe Willamelte valley. It is the superibr kind—its oil formerly
.- selliug at double the price of the Black Michem. That is ohe of the
i'l&il of the tnuc‘ﬁu ‘Nature has given our Salem distriet growers.
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M more, the Sala. dlslrlct wlll attain its greatest prosperity
.th-n_ it produces fhe things capable of being grown here lo the great-
ést advantage and at greater-prolit than they can be produced in other

-..-euu_u_u—-and there are jnany of these. Mint is one of them. This
line of production will lft our people above the dead level of mere
‘sompetition. It will put them in a field all their own. Too much

"‘ewnnot be said about this. Too much cannot be written about ft—till
our people are clear above mere competition, which position their

advantages of soil and showers and sunshine ,turnlsh them the oppor-
tunities to attain,

“mmn tlmn i Pal'i gone up appreciably. Furnished
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be brought here. In the second place, the product |

Mlm'ﬂlﬂt bnthrh-eutthenlmnly pat-

. @rlces of bourd and ledzing have|boy 50 centimes, .-

In the famous Latin Quarter. _::!mug:‘ t:-‘t”i!nh: g L
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