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" The Pioneer Days of Southern Oregon

‘The history of the discovery of
© gold i Oregon s nearly paraliel
" to the story of the msd rush to
California in "49. Both teem with
interest, agd ‘are wild narratives
of excited men, nerved with but
one ambition—that of finding the
royal metal.

In 1994 the vast countiry lying
between the Siskiyous and the |
Calapooia Hills was comparatively
unknown to white man, Along
the solitary trail that led into the
interfor of Oregon from California
a lonely traveling train now and
then made its weary way, or a
solitary ‘hunter or trapper jour-
neyed either to or from Vancouver
in search of furs. Bands of In-
dians, with their wigwam camps,
were scattered here and there
along the banks of the Rogue, the
Illinols and the Applegate. Great
herds of deer and elk “browsed
and fed In the tall grass of the
hills and wvalleys, At might the
gEray wolf prowled and the ever-
hungry coyote awoke the echos of
the sleeping mountains with his
doleful yapping cries,

The panorama suddenly chang-
ed. One day it became noised
about the California mining camps
that “rich digging’s” had beéen
found over the divide In the Ore-
gon country. A rumor in those
days was equivalent to an alarm,
a command. Within twenty-four
hours 600 men were on their way
to the new Eldorado. They swarm-
ed over the crags of the Siskiyous:
in ome long :and unbroken fie.
Coming down the north slope the
Jiving stream broke and scattered
into all parts of the Rogue Rivet
Valley. The wild news, distorted,
exaggerated, garried on the swift-
flying wings of the “wireless tele-
graph” of those days, reached the
Willamette walley settlements to
the north, and the immigrants
there dropped their newly acquir-
ed farms and rushed southward,
eager to share in the riches or the
Oregon bomanza.

The First Gold Discovery

The first discovery of gold In
Oregon was made on Josephine.
Creek, which Is . m located In
the western part of Josephine
county, end which was named in
honor of Josephine Rawlins a
young girl who eame with her
father into the Oregon diggings
during the early days. The first
discovery was mafle May 2, 1851.
Gold was next found on Canyon
Creek, near Josephine Creek, both
of which are tributary to the Ii-
linois River. The third discovery
was made at Waldo, also on the
Ilinols, which was ealled the “'sail-
or diggings,” from the fact of the
discovery having been made by a
band of sallors who heard of the.
rich gold fields in the Oregon
country and deserted their ship at
Crescent City and crossed the
mountains into the mew fields to
return later leaded with treasure.

The gold seekers awarmed every
ereek and guleh in Southern Ore-
gon. and the gravel of each and
all were found to be rich with the
yellow metal. With rocker and
pan millions were tradled from
the auriferous and shallow bars.

The Winter of 1858

The palmy days in Oregon were
not void of hardships. Far from
§t. During the winter of 1853 a
continuous snow fell over South-
ern Oregon. For four weeks the
frozen fileece fell, and at the end
of this time there came a freeze,
and the whole region lay buried
benenth an iy mantle for two
Jong months, All travel was im-
peded. Tralla were blocked and
packers and trains locked in an
ice-bound grip. Supplies from
Scottsburg, the Willametite Valley
and Yreka were smowbound all

along the trails. The grud kits of
the many miners on the creeks
and gulches and In thé camps, got

low. Those | were cold and
hungry days for the plonieer seek-
ers for treasure n the Oregon Ei-

but it could mot buy that which
couild not be had. Floar soid for
$76 a sack, and finally gave out
at this price; beaus, the miner’'s
never-failing frisnds, could not be
‘bad at $25 2 pound; and salt was
exchanged for its weight in gold.

But by and by the warm sun of
springtime peeped through the
clouds, and gladly was hailed the
day when the last splotches of
white disappeared. Many miners
bad died of starvation and ex-
posure, while sgcattered every-
where over the valleys of the
Rogue and the Tllinois were the
carcasses of hundreds of horses
and mules,

Indian Troubles

Following closely ypon the hard-
ships of that bleak winter came
the oulbreaks of the Indians. An-
gered by the invagion of the
whites on their. sacred territory,
and driven farther and farther
back’ from their accnstomed
haunts, the red men at last burst
into open ftevolt, and from 1853
to the summer of 1856, were the
continual terror of the whites, It
would require a volume to enu-
merate the hundreds of battles
that were fought between the
whites and the red men during
the war of 1853-54, and of 1855G-
‘54. During these wars scores of
brave whites lost their lives, and
a still greater number of savages
were sent over the Great Divide
to their Happy Hunting Grounds.
It was largely the white man’s
fault for trading the red man guns
and ammunition for gold. Within
a year's time after the invasion of
the pale faces the Indians had
thrown away their bows and ar-
rows and armed themselves with
guns and pistols, and all knew how
to use them. Suffice it to Fay
that during July, 1865, peace was
declared, and the red man sur-
rendered forever all his rights and
claims to the Southern Oregon
country,

The Decline

The days of gold continued in
Southern Oregon throughout the
'50's; by that time the surface
diggings were pretty well gkimmed |
over. the rocker and shovel had
done their work, and the nervous
mass of gold-hunters was ready
to move on to a mew Eldorado.
The reports of rich strikes in the
Frazer River country sounded the
alarm and in a few weeks the
once thickly-populated and seeth-
ing camps of the Southern Oregon
countty, slong the Illinois, Gallce

Creek and the Applegate, were
fleserted. Furniture, camp tix-
ture, abandomed saloons and

dancehalls, which had been scenes
of high revelry night and day,
were abandoned, left to the rats
and the decay, and to the China-
men. The Chinamen, following
up the “Melican man” here, just
as they did in California, swarms
ed into the deserted camps and
swept the bedrock clean of every
yellow particle,

Harly Day Mining Methods

The miners of the early period
confined their labors entirely to
the éreek beds and low bars. The
high banks and deep old channels
that had beenm worked most pro-
fitably by the pipe and giant, were
beyond the reach of the early day
miner and his crude implements.
The pioneer wantel only the
free gold, and he wanted this as
close to the surface as possible,
and as closely bunched as an ever
kind nature would bunch it. The
rocker, and the long-tom and the
Hungarian sluice were the devicé
of the first Oregon gold-diggers.
The first named consisted of 2
piece of “tom”iron extended from
the lower end of a cluice box and
so wtouted as to permit the gold
when the gravel was stirred with
a -hml. to drop through the in-
terstices below. The Hungarian
siuice was nearly the nma as
those used by the miners of toda
the difference being in this, thl‘

dorado. Geld there was in plenty,

the riffles ran parallel instead of

OREGON’S PRAYER
(With Apologies)
Thou knowest Lord, I've been a pal,

To my

tuithtul friend, Agriculture (“Al")

‘And the tourist Bunch, who westward bent,
Camé to me, across a continent.
I've boosted caves, and woods, and roads,

Mdﬁyﬂhﬁllﬂdﬁhtﬂlm

{goild and the tarmer and the miner

cross wise, As early as 1853
guicksilver came 10 be used as an
amalgam snd valuable assistant In
catching and holding the gold.
The early miners discovered ex-
cellent gquartz prospects, but wise-
ly or (unwisely) Iignored them.
In this regard only the much
sought and ortfound gold pockets
were deaired, These could be
emptied at once, and represented

OREGON'S NEW SPIRIT

By W. H. GREENE

Industrial Editor, Semi-Weekly Statésman.

In my opinion southern Oregon is a land of wonderful
opportunities especially | 80 in the matter of mines and

minerals,

I know of no other section of the country with greater

instant wealth. To work a quartz
mine reguired time, patience and
much hard labor. From this it
can be readlly understood why |
southern Oregon lay dormant for
so long a time. It was not till
recent years that the fact became
known that southern Oregon s a
rich quartz mining section, Iis
pocket-hole reputation extended

the distriet, and nearly a half|
century - 4 required for the cap-
italist to ascertaiy that the ““coy-
ote-digeings™” of the pocket hunt-
er, shallow as they were, are sure
indicc!‘ong of more deeply buried
treasure, beyond the shovel hand-
le's length—for that was his limit-
ation.

southern Oregon As A Hydraulic

Region.

This seetion was and is partic-
ularly adapted to placer gold min-
ing. Every stream and gulch con-
tinued gold. Even in the valléys,
where the soil was rich, there waa

worked side by side. Owing to
the abundance of the auriferious
gold deposits, the many streams,
the mild winters, the heavy rains,
the non-resiricting mining laws,
Southern Oregon, and especially
that portion of it covered by the
country of Josephine was a great
hydraulie placer region. Beds of
anclent channels were found along

(Continued on page 5)

COPPER NOW USED
Y AUMEROLS WAYS

Even the ;lackknives of the
Country Account for a
Vast Total of Metal

The Engineering and Mining
Journal, of San Francisco, in its
curret nmumber, has uander the

heading, “Jackknives and Cop-
per,” has the following:
Several year8 ago an office

secretary systematically cruised
the editorial offices of the Me-
Graw-Hill establishment in New
York im search of a ‘“‘regular”
jackknife with which to cut &
heavy plece of cardboard. The
search was unavalling, until one
of the assistant editors of the
Mining Jourusi-Press wus found
who was able to produce the need-
ed article. This incident is of
interest in gshowing the inroads of
civilization upon the knife-carry-
ing propensites of the male. Nev-
ertheless a largé proportion of
men manage to carty pocket kniv-
es as an essential part of their
personal equipment. We aré in-
formed by the Copper and Briass
Research Association that 30,000,-
000 pocket knives are presumed
to be in service at any given time.
What is more to the point as faf
as the mining Industry s con-
cerped iz the fact that the 30,-
000,000 people s equipped are
lugging around in their jeans at
least 1,000,000 Ib. of brass in ad-
dition to the stee]l. Pocket kniv-
es and safety pins consume in ex-
cess of 6,000,000 1b. of eomr
and its alloys ahnually. This ia l
small fraction of the copper pro-
duction, but it is one of the many
rivulets of copper that drain our
copper mines.

Not so very long ago, bronszé
and copper insect-screen was
hard to get. Hardware rvetailers
would seairch around and pe

aoﬂ.;b. Ro'. however, 1
hardware dealers brazenly carry it

undeveloped mines and mineral resources or with greater
possibilities of development in this line, than southern Ore-

gon.

And I say this after having spent practically a year and
a half studying conditions there and watching the move-

ments of the Southwestern Oregon Mining Bureau, who;
far and wide to the detriment of [ meet in convention session next Monday. The Southwest-
ern Oregon Mining Bureau is awake.
because there are things to do with down there.

It is doing things,
It is in

tune with the spirit of the new Oregon. And, that is all
that has been needed for lo these many years to get prog-
ress under way in Oregonh mining.

Oregon mining is being developed along modern lines by
this boedy of men; the locality in which they are striving
is rich and fertile in metalic and non-metalic ores, some
seventy-five different minerals there in marketable quan-
tities; water, transportation, power and communication.
Southern Oregon is éndowed by the Almighty with an in-

imitable climate, cond

ucive to consistent production; fer-

tile soils; paved highways: solid financial institutions;
good newspapers; fine educational institutions; churches;
clubs; parks; scenery; ﬁi_hing streams and game.

Above all southern Oregon has a conservative citizen-

ship ingrained with American ideals, and NOW,

imbued

with the spirit and determination to work together for the
good of the state, to place Oregon as well as southern Ore-
gon in the front rank of prosperous mining communities.

It is the spirit of progress, of unity of action and pur-
pose, this new vision of southern Oregon’s possibilities,
this determination while building the new, to hold fast to
all of the old that is good—that is the Southwestern Ore-

gon Mining an 8 ]!Umme-—-xta guarantee for the fu-

ture.

Yes, Oregon mining is coming into its own. The new
spirit will sweep all before it, and The Statesman offers
its cooperation at all times and in all things, to help this
Southwestern Oregon Mining Bureau and the people of
southern Oregon to carry on.

Miner’s Convention Program

Becond Annual Meeting of the South-
western Oregon Mining Bureau, at
Rivarside Park, Grants Pssa, be-
ginning at 2 o'clock p. m., June 1,

1925,
Music

Meeting cslled to order by F. 8. Woo-
din, president.

Regular order of business,

Flection of officers for emsuning year.
Installation of officers for ensuing year.
Music

Address—Tlon. Willis
member of congress,

C. Hawley,

« Music

Address—Chas. E. Newton, Dean Bchool
of Mines, O. A, C,

Music

Addresg—Hon.
Benator.

E. W. Millar, BStats

Musie
Address—Mr. O, N.- Rusk,

Assembly in a body will visit the newly
created recovery plant of the Metal Ex-
traction Co., just to the east of the park
grounds, by imvilstion of the management,
J. M. Worton, president.

Following this the meeting will ba re-
asstombled at the park grounds, where
games and sports of an entertsining na-
tore will enliven the hour. BSuitabe prizes
will be awnrded the winners in—

Foot rares, other races,
pitrhing lhorse snhoes, eirc,

tug-o’-war,

Open to aHl entrants.
Dismiss for the evening eats,

The concloding event ’ the day wil
be dancing at the fair grounds pavilien
from 8:30 to 11:30 p. m., the famous
Southern Oregonians furnishing the music.

The prizes for the winners of the sport
events have been furnished by the follow-
ing Gramis Pass firms:

E. G. Holman, Doyles, Peorless Cloth-
ing Co, B & B Variety Etore, Cramer
Brea., Goldea Rule, Clauss Schmiddt,
Grants Pass Electric Co,, Jims Toggery,
Hornings' Shack, Rogue River Hardware
C. F. T. Oo, Cave Shop, City Market
Basket Grocery (Medford Cigar Co.) and
Mocha Caye.

In behalfl of the Borean weo most kind-
Iy acknowledge these courtesies,

Committes D. L., CUBBERLY,

W. MILLER,
F. McNAMARA,

U. STENXGER,

6. TROWBRIDGE.

One Dollar
A Year--

Keeps you in touch with the Mining, Industrial
and Commercial development of Oregon and

the Northwest.

SUBSCRIBE NOW

THE AWAKEN[NG OF OREGON—ALL THAT’S NEEDED FOR OUR INDUSTRIAL

BASIC INDUSTRIES IN
- NATION ARE UNCHANGED

AGGREGATE PAYROLLS SHOW-
ING SLIGHT DECREASE

Automeblile Prodmction Reaches

High Mark in April Federal

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 26.
—Production in basic industries
throughout the United States com-
tinuegd virtuzlly ar the same level
in March and April and In early
May, the federa] reserve board
gald tonight in its monthly basi-
negs summary, although the ag-
gregate payroll showed a slight
decline,

While there was recorded In
the period covered by the survey
a generally higher level of ecom-
modity distribution, the board ob-
served sharp decline in wholesale
prices.

The ountput of the basic indus-
tries gshowed decreases in iron and
steel, flour and copper, but a net-
able inerease was reported in mill
consumplion of cotton and in the
production of newsprint and pe-
troleum.

Automobile production hit its
highest mark in April, the sum-
mary revealed, and tire produe-
tion continued at the extraordin-
ary high rate established in
March.

Wholesale trade was gmaller in
all lines except hardware, the sur-
vey disclosed, but there were in-
dications that the May level
would be highier than either March
or April. Compared with a year
8go sales of groceries and shoes
were less, but sales of meats, dry
goods and drugs were greater.

Wholesale stocks of shoes,
groceries and hardware were re-
ported at the beginning of May
to be smaller than a month pre-
vious, by dry goods stocks were
larger,

PLAS CONPLETED
FOR MEMDRIL DY

Cemeteries Visited in Morn-
ing Before Parade: Haw-
ley Main Speaker

WATER RITES PLANNED

—— .

Water Rites Will Bo Held: Patri-
otic Addresses Will Be Mads
at All City Schools on
Comiing Friday

Various patriotie organtzations

of the city will assemble at the:

Marion square for the Memorial
Day parade, which has beenm ar-
ranged by the local post of the
GAR, while other exercises will be
held throughout the day, aceord-
ing to the report made by the
committee in charge.

In the foremoon the GAR will
visit the different cemeteries of
the city in cars furnished by the
Sona of Veterans, At 10:15
o'clock members of Sedgwick Post
GAR, will hold memorial services
in the City View cemetery, under
the direction of Comrade J. J.
Newmeyer, commander,

Services for the sailor dead will
be held by the Women’'s Relief
Corps at 1 o'clock from the center
of the Marion-Polk county bridge,
where flowers will be cast upen
the waters of the Willamette to be
borne out to the sea, in honor of
those who lost their lives at sea
in service of the nation, }

The grand parade starts from

'nmﬁalpwmrﬁhuthohndot
the parade.

- Memorial Day exercises will be-
gin at the Armory at 3 o'clock,
zomnu—mmuum

mmﬁ-mmh

and More Extensive aned

The Lotz-Larsen Mining com-
pany is the most active and most
extensive of the mifiing concerna
of Marion county. )

The mines of thls company are
located 52 miles east of Salem,
on the Little North Fork of th
Santiam river. There are g
claims, thirteen miles of water
rights on the Little Fork, with
eleven hydro electric power sites:
with plenty of timber for all op-
erations,

There is a mile of undermund
workings, with #even well defined’
ledges, on the property. There
are 2000 feet of undeérground
workings on the “Minnie E™ ledge,
which has been traced on the sur-
face for 9000 feet,

The miné is fully equipped with
air drills, rails and cars, a large
alr compressor, and an aerial{
tramway connecting the mine with
the concentrating plant,

The Cencentrating Plant

The conc ytrntlng plant is ful-
ly equipped’ with jaw crushers,
roller mills, ball mills, classifiers,
concentrating.tables, and Ziegler
flotation, with all elevators and
aundries installed.

The hydro electric plant is in-
stalled and in operation to furnish
power,

There are eight houses, dining
hall, office building, blacksmith
shop, all eompletely lighted with
electricity, with running mount-
ain water piped throngh all
houses,

Full Operation Soon &

The mine will be in full opera-
tion in thirty days, concentrating |
ttt:-r shipment to the smeller, It
will avérage ten tons of concentra-
tes per day, with a potentinl net
vaiue of $80 per ton.

The general average of values

lﬂTZ-I.AHEENmmE fiF
CONCENTRATES BY T

Then Will. Begin a Period vnun thc OF -; n
More Than Self Supporting; With a €
Milling and Transportation

Will Be—Salem Like Spok_ ane

_ General
.| W. Constants, and Sup
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’H !m*

mm-
Economical, as

- ﬁaa&. G

of the ore per tom i
Coypper, dzsmmi old, §3,
L per ton; sllver, 2.606 ¢ .
ton, arsuss’u-m.‘ 1th '
2,000,000 tons blee out, i
The Lotz-Larsen on) ﬂ by
very busy place this s
will emphy 25 !nu i}"
and be shipping concen
The operations are
management of
H. H.

A. C. Larsen. It Is
an enthusiastic friend
men will do for Salem
Couer d’Alenes did for
that within four years ik
be 3000 men working §
trict—and Salem is. llt
Looking to \
The Lots-Larsen ;'
miles [ram the m
It is predicted that, a
mine can show tonnage
wil! be built or extended
"camp. There is an ea
the canyon of the oo
Fork Lo a point -
miles of the Lots-Ia ‘:’%
An serial trmw,-ﬁr .
mllel is feadible, -
economical of con L
-lu'nmmmhn sev
miles away, joining. w
road, Such a mill ¥ -
custom work for o&u
properties in that distric
are a number of llul

ieg

They Are Fortunatel
Work Needed to

cessful

The Silver King Mines are sit-:
uated about 47 miles easterly

from Salem. on the western slope
of the Cascade range, in the Elk-
horn county, near the headwaters
of the Little North Fork of the
Santlam river. Transportation to
the railroad at Lyons; Oregon, &
distance of 18 mines, Is furnished
by a highway sultable for auto
trucks, constructed in recent years
along the valley and canons of
the Little North Fork of the San-
tiam river to these mines.

The ores and veing of these
mines as shown in eroppings and
surface workings have heretofore
been described'in comsiderable de-
tail, in the annual review of the
mining industry of the Salem dis-
triet by The Statesman—the an-|
nual Slogan Issue; but,

vertical fissure veins, and are
what are commonly khown as sil-
ver-lead-zine, sulphide o.m, eﬁh
rying values in gold,

THE SILVER KING MINES EQUIPR

FOR EFFICIENT WORK WITH TH
POWER OF HARNESIWITEB

;rosmlated to Do
ve Their Property, a
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Operation as a Deep and Per '
Will Mean Much to Salem
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