3

pm. . Mr. §
his years of ex-

has thr
ing the machine shops, wash
battery and lre repair de-
_ and the heating plant,
second

: rést rooms are
: jocated on this floor. The.
hird floor, or storage room pro-

_space
of 83 feet by 150 feet, is fireproof

_of re-inforced comcrete com-

; -t

traction. - |
T was in 1911 that Viek Broth-
: ga- ut the Capi-
-wireet be-

present building oe-

cupied by the Valley Motor com-
iy, Which purchased the agency

. mg from Vick Brothers
later. Vick Brothers
state distribution for
ison tractor for a few
B and later took the agency
for the. Sampson. tractor.

Belleving in the future of the

e

| tne automobiles handled bg “the
firm are on display at all ¢ ]

survey of the field was

the resuit that they

Salem agency for the _

Kaight, . Oakland and Oveflan

automobiles and later added the
eral-Knight

e With

Fed _ . and ' Moreland
truck line. Business has steadily
increased until today there are 25
employes on the payroll, |

Open and closed models ¢f all

machine is placed in the depart-
ment for painting all paint and
fust  is carvefully removed and

d | when the machine is clalmed by

the owner, it is almost impossible
to tell the car from a new one
unless the model is earefully look-
ed over.. The fimished product
can hardly be told from- the fec-
tory [inish. ¢ :

1n addition to high priced paint

with a reserve stock of 1§ ma-
chines on the average, This num-
ber is sometimes depleted by a
few rush sales and again the re-
serve stoek, Immedigtely follow-
ing a shipment of new cars, is
somewhat increased. ,

One of the greafast improve-

ments made by the firm is the ad-

- | dition of an up-to-date and mod-

ern squipped paint department,
where paint jobs of all kinds are
turned out. A feature of this de-
partment j& the Duco fimish, . a
permanent surface that defies the
weather, grease and polishes that
easily mar gnd dim the luster of
other kinds of finish. The paint

|is applied by meéans of dn air

brush and from four to five coats
are given belore the vehicle Is re-

aufomobile ~ industry, & careful

turned- to the _owner. Wh:n a

jobs, Vick Brothers are prepared

for chesper and less durable paint
work which is offered at a lower
cost. Paint jobs are turmed out
from $20 to $150, depending np-
on the type of finish desired and
the size of the automobile. Nat-
urally, a large gedan requires
mors” work and oare because of
the upholsiery than does a small
and ancient roadster, whose owner
1 is desirouns only of having a coat
of /paint applied in order to pre-
vemt further rusting of exposed
metal parts. The owner of the
veliicle may claim it after a few
days in the paint shop. A large
Wdrying room enables the paint to
/dry rapid!y and smoothly, and the
vehicle s available for use after
iwo or three days, though it takes
a little longer for a machine that
has received five coats of paint,

Brothers, chief of which is the gr-
rival of a  Geylinder Willys-
Knight auntomobile, a departure
from the 4-cylinder type that has
proved popular in the Salem dis-
itrict. ' This model will he more
luxarious tham the presemnt type
and i3 designed particularly for
the man whose financial condition
enables him tg spend more money
for his automobile. This model
will f1ll the present gap betwesn
the Wyllis-Enight and
biles. several t of doliars
more expensive. The 4-cylinder
model will not be discontinned and
several minor -improvements are

to be made this season.

Interior View of Vick Bros. Automobile Sales Room

The 1925 Bluebird, a model fea-
tured by the |Overland company,
will be equipped with a permanent
top and glase inclosure at no in-
crease in price. The gas tank has
been moved to the rear and a
vacuum tank installed beneath
the hood.  [The sedan will come
equipped with an all-siesl body
and a baked éenamel finish, which
will stand np under the most se-
vere weather conditions, a good
polish removing all traces of rain
and exposure, Other types will be
continued. The Oakland, which
has proven its dependability with
Salem owners, will be equipped
with permanent tops and glass in-
closures in addition to other mi-
nor improvements. *

Both the Federal-Knight and

the Moreland trucks are making a
Ireputation for themselves. When

automo-

trees in California have sold for
$3000. _

From the above, the readers
may get an idea of the intrinsic
value of a large walnut orchard;
or ever of a few trees, in the com-
ing years. It will commence beaf-
ing the sixth year herd, and in-
¢rease rapidly thereafter.

It has been stated that if all the
shade trees in Salem were bearing
Engiish walnut trees of the right
varieties the sale of the nuis
would pay all the tazes of the
owners of city property.

Walnuts ecan be produced here
cheaper than in California (a good
deal cheaper); and they are worth
more—sell at 2 cents 2 pound
higher for the best grades in the
diseriminating markets. And land

! prices are & good deal lower here,

l The Strawberry Industry

| This is a great strawberry dis-
| trict. For some growers, straw-
| berries have been a bonanza crop.
{ There have beep yields here reach-
| ‘ng as high as 24,000 pounds to
the acre, but the average -uander
| the old methods has perhaps been
!:: ton and & half to the agre. It
| in expected, with new méthods and
varieties, and perhaps some irriga-
tion, to bring this up lo two to
four tons to the acre.

The Marion c¢ounty canneries
packed 117,939 cases of strawber-
ries in 1928;-a big increase over
1922, when the Salem cannperies
packed 60,000 cases. Besides
great quantifies were sold [resh,
cold packed and disposed of in
other ways. The totaly for last
year have not been made up.

The Salem district is going fast
towards a2 10,000,000 pounds an-
nual crop of sirawherries, and our
manufacturing and markeling in-
lerests must-prepare to take care
of such a crop. Oregon produced

the .Southern Paecific, ‘'which owns
the Salem gtreet railway system,
decided to replace the North Sum-
mer and, Seventeenth | streetcar
lines with motor busses, they se-
lected the Moreland truck for the
chassis as the truck best adapted
to their needs. The busses, three
in number, were desigied. for the
traffiec in Salem, and are 16-
passenger each.

lenge Universal Attention,

™
5 per cent of the strawberries
grown in the -United States in
1919. Marion county is the lead-
ing strawberry couaty in Oregon,
and Polk, adjoining, is a close
second., Salem surely has the true
strawberry mark:; and her pre-
miership as the strawberry cenler
of the world will depend only up-
on the facilities for properly hand-
ling them keeping up Wwith the
growing of them in this district.
The Salem district alse produces
amnually great guantities of straw-
berry plants for sale at home and
for shipment to outside markets.
We ship them in carlpads.

The Apple Industry

Apple growing has been sucees-
fully carried on in the Salem dis-
trict since the settlement of the
country. There have been many
apple booms. There is an apple
tree on the Egan farm below Sa-
lem, of the Delicious variety, that
ig 76 years old; center stem b0
feet high; 60 feet limb agtud:
bears 60 bushels of apples g year,
Nearly all varieties of apples do
well in the family orchards here.
But, for commercial opurposes,
uothing should be grown in which
we do not excel. We can excel in
the Ortley, the Rome Beauty, the
Winter Banana, the QGrimes, the
Delicious and others, and we raise
as fine Gravensteing as the world
can show.

Speaking from the commercial
standpoint, it would be well for
the Salem district if nearly every
apple tree in all this section were
of one of the above varieties. We
can top the market with these and
that is where the big money is in
any industry,

The Raspberry Indastry

The Salem. district.is a good
raspberry country. It produces as
good red raspbherries as any grown.

But it has a franchise on the
black raspberry; or what amounts
to a franchise; for the black rasp-
berry persisté here.. We bhave
bearing vines over 20 years old.
This is not true of any other dis-
trict in this part of the world. It
is not true of western Washing-
ton, the great red raspberry coun-
try. The jam and jelly trade de-
mands & lot of black raspberries;

cases oach of reds and blacks in|
1922 to 35,133

14,431 capes of

The pack of last year wi
other increase.

The Booming Mint Induastry

The mint industry is on & boom |
and Salem is moing to be head-
gquarters for growing and market-
ing the crop of peppermint oll.| gy
Dan J. Fry, the Salem druggist,
the largest buyer of crude drugd|;
in the stale, is in touch with one
firm that wiil want 50,000 pounds
annually—and the Salem distriet,
from present indications, will soon
be ready to furnish that much;
and & great deal more,

The Oregon Mint Growers Co-
operative assocjation is active, and |,
it proposes to build a refinery, to
secure & larger beneflit and a bet-
ter standardization of the Oregon
product, which now very
high, asd which eells to what
amounts to a premium of $1 or)
more a pound over the eastern
product, owing to its superior
quality, v A_

So Salem is bound to be the
center of [the leading peppérmint
oil district of the world—=because
the finest and richest mint oll in
the world is produced here; an oil
with 51 per cent of menthol con-
tent, against 36 per cent oil pro-
duced in Michigan, Indiana, and
New-York; and an ofl that ranks
at the top In flavor. Besides, our
growers get more pounds of oil to
the scre, It has gone to 85 pounds
to the sers, and 50 pounds to the|
acte is common. The preseat prics
is around $8.5¢0 a pound. The
price -at which most of our crop
was sold last fall wa $4.10; and
that was very remunerative.

Mint is as good as clover for
the soil-—some say better; and the
mint hay makes good feed, and|
it is a safe crop. »

. The White Mechem variety does
well here; and no where else ex-
cepting in England, Saxony and
Syria. | :
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