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: Wh- Victor Hugo wrote his bgen warden of the Oregon slate

‘penitentiary whiere four hundred

and thirty men and boys are con-

and I am sure that many.

milar cases may be found in
every prison in the country:

A man s senfenced to a term
of ten yearw in prison.. He leaves
behind a wife and four boys, the
chiildren ranging i age from
three to twelve years, all too small
10" contribute-to the support of the
tamily which is 18ft destitute. This

_ﬁnibrlimtnuh.hudm

otthem A few days &go the

|wfe wrote a lettér to the husband

in'prison relating the sad state of
home, saying she felt
dey that she ‘would become
i.illne and suggesting that the
gasfest and best way out of her
mubm was to p in the river
tlowing close by
I have no mluthn to ouer for
this probifem and simfiar ones, but
there must be & solution, and a
correct one; * gbviously it is
wrong for the state—{for society—
to take away the bread-winmer
and leave his family of five to
ﬂtnndur in poverty and want—
helpless charges upon the public
afid' eventudlly to join the ever
inereasing armty of criminals and
How ‘has society been
: in this case? If en-
 vironiment exerts an influence up-
ol the Tves of <hlldren, what
l 1 we expeck of these four?
M bear in'ming that I am only

‘& single Jinstance o many
ds.
"1 have Merefoftree called at-
MUon to the m-r of habit and
ih influence upon the public as

'ill as the individenl. The Amer-

Something entirely new in the
radio appeared on the streets of
Salem Inst week. The outfit was
in a Chevrolet sedan recently pur-
chased from the Newton Chevre-
let Company. It was operated by
H. B. Charchill of the Churchill
‘Radio Shop, Salem. The outflit
consists of a modified super-het-
rodyne, T-tube back set working

on a two foot loop with a non-
power loud speaker which was lo-
cated in the back seat of" the se-
dap.

Mr. Churchill's mall_; object of
the experimeant was to: loeate cer-
tain- radio interferencs which has
been bothering ammleyr operators
in Salem. He bhas sueceeded In

[RAmo omm Dmoumxrm; IN CHEVROLET SEDAN

finding some of the interference
and f8 trying to remedy this
through the telephone company.
Mr. Churchill is going to give
some more time to these demon-
strations and endeavor to loeate
forther Interference.
ture above is the same type car as
Mr. Churchill Is driving.

habit of enacting laws, and at

every- session of the national com-
gEress each member seems to T™un
a race with all his fellows in an
effort to 'out do them in the pass-
ing of more lawe. And so it is
with our state legislatures, Every
geasion finds a lot of new and
needless laws upon our statute
books and it takes an unusually
clever citizen to conform to them
all,

Again, the courts have fallen
into the habit of enforcing these
| laws—some of them.

We have In the Oregon state
penitentiary  today a man sen-
tenced to five years imprisonment
for writing a chek for ten dollars
on a bank in which he had mno
| funds. _He attempted to cash the
 éheck, and was arrested and senmt
up for five years though he had
not receéived a dollar and no one
had lost anything. But the judge
had somply fallen into the habit
of saying "five years' to all com-
ers, and that's all there was to it.
I am glad to say, however, that
at a recent meeting of the parole
board a recommendation was
made that the sentemce be cut
down, and in compliance there-
with Governor Pierce commuted
it to two years, which, the Lord
knows, is enough,

+ I have often wondered why
boys, or men, but especially boye

1 who are first offenders, are sen-

enhulhunt, where only a smal}
sum of money or its equal value
is involved. How infinitely better
4t would be for all copcermed |if
. the court in ity wisdom could say
to the offender: “You have. taken
| 'what did not belong to you; I will
 give you three meonths or three

|years to pay back in full what
you have taken and when you
| have fulfilled your obligation—
i your plain duty as a citizen—the
slate is wiped clean and there is
80 blot left upon your good name.
By this method the loser has re-
gmined what he lost and he who
took it has fulfilied an obligation
which has made him a better man
han any term, short or long, in

-
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.hckqddometm arthatu a deceit.

thlt penitentiary conid possibly | %

hawve done aftid soclety is' a lot bet-
ter off. My theory In that *““an
ounce of prevention i§ warth a
pound of cure,” and that it is bet-
tep to help a man ‘or boy Ego
sirailght than it is to reform him
after he has taken the crooked
path.

Organl:ed soclety thonld take
every precaufion to preserve its
members, for every t{ime one is
lost by ostracism and bhranded an
outeast criniinal, then 'the social
structure has been weakemed to
just that extent.

And in the light of thiz we find
sheriffs, district attorneys, police-
men and judges who often seem
to take a good deal of pleasure
whenever they get a comvyiefion
and the state’s attorney tries his
best to send every man brought
before him to the penifentiary.

Not many years ago I was a
neWwspaper reporter and it was my
business to attend trials in police
and other courts. T have seen
boys brought into court for the
first time charged with some of-
fense and I have seen them trem-
ble like frightened rabblts as the
judge or prosecutor, traimed inm
comrt precedure, fired. guestion
after question at the prisoner wio
often” did not know the meéaning
af the terms they used, and I
have known them to copvict them-
gelves through their own ignor-
mnce, being too poor to empioy
couniel to defend thém. And this
deads me to belleve that some
steps should be taken to change
the present court practice and fur-
nish a competent defender for the
prisoner as well as & prosecutor
for the state. Better vet, let the
state’s attorney stand jn the same
sititude oward he afcused as he
takes in behalf of the state, and
iastead of a merciless prosecutor
Jét him aet in the ‘capagity of
advisor.

''1 do not think many men are
railroaded to prison, though many
have told me they were. But I
do know that many hoys and men
are made criminals by long sen-
ténces who might be sived to so-
elety if leniency were shown at
the proper time.

Thoughtlessness

I have sald that thoughticssness
i one of the chief causes of cirme,
ghpecially In the young——and the
Ereat majority of our inmates
mow are young meni. A boy of
:renty has mot the experience or
the understanding of a man of
mature years and consequently
should not be expested to bear
efual responsibility. But the law
makes no distinction and too often
the courts do not. The result is
that our prizons are full.

; I am partial to columns of fig-
nres and a mass of dry statisties.
1 seldom read them. But a few
days ago I came upon an article
Written by Edward H. Smith and
Published in “Businegs,” a Detroit
magazine, in which he shows that

cost of erime in the United
tes ia §$10,000,000,000 annual-

This yast sum i divided and

1y.

assified as thefts, robberies, for-|

les, embexzlements, arson and

il other dishonest _tranmtiom

and the expense of prisoms, jalls,

pollce forces, courts and reforma-

ingtitutions. ' Sp the greatest

most dangerous prodlem con-

tl'nnting us today is CRIME.

: —A. M. D-lrmple.
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! THE FIRE HAZARD |
-

PORTLAND, Ore., Sept.

jous throughout the Pacific coast
statas, according to early Septem-
ber bulletins recelved today by the
Western Forestry and Conserva-
tion Assoelation from protection

agencies from Montanm to. Calif-
ornia. Light rains in August en-

abled gaining control of outstand- |
ing fires but it is again extremely l

dry. From now until the first fall
rain s the period in which to fear
strong wind and low  humidity.
Profesgional fire fighters remind
the public that last year 859 of
the season’s losses in Oregon and
‘Washington were in Sepiember

and that Sept. 12, 1902, was the |}

famous “‘hlack day’’ in these states
when noon was like midnight
from the smoke of'blazing forests.

So far, while 1924 has been one |}

of the most dangerous seasons of
higtory, extraordianry fire organ-
ization and expenditure have been
alded by absence of protracted dry
wind and, except for heavy dam-
age to reforestation on open lands,
highly successful under the ad-
verse circumstances. The reports
just received contain the first offi-

cial estimates of losses which, al-

The ' ple-]

8. —
Forest fire conditions remain ger-|

JLthoug!x still pretlnhurr g£o far to
correct the conflicting statements
whieh have been current. They
indicate that outside tha Govern-
mént's national forest holdings,

| the damage up to date in the five

Western states amounts to about
$1,250,000, not including that to
forest reproduction. About half
& milllon dollars represents gtand-
ing timber loss; nearly as much
~In destruction of logs and logging
‘equipment; while quarter of a mil-
lion is damage to settlers and mis-
cellaneous community property. nl
the three heaviest timber states,
i the total losges, outside notioanl
forests, apear to approximate: in
Washington, $500,000; California
}475.000; Oregon, $166,000,
Geévernment losses have not
been compiled but may approach
1 $3,000,000. cCalitornis has sif-
fered most. In that state the for-
‘st service has already spent
$4256,000 in fire fighting and still
has a largely-sugmented emergen-
¢y forece including rangers brought
‘in from Arizona and New Mexico
and seven detachments of troops
used for patrol, Throughout the

still partly or wholly closed. ~to|

('out. many nationat forests

visivors. .
A similarity in the reports “-
ceived fram state, federal and pri-
vate forest officers allke, through
the five Pacifie states, is the be-
lef that the 1924 geason teaches
the necessity of more police re-
striction. The extreme hazapd
has been given wide publicity and
in gemeral the public has respond-
ed. There have also besn ovér
400 prosecutions of fire law wio-
lators. Neverihelesg, man-ca
fires due to carelessnesg or
fulness are still cccurring daily.
About 5500 firées have been M-
ported already thig season. By far
the greatest source has been
forest visitor class, wusing
not its own, including cam
sportsmen, smiokers, mot
berry pickers and the like. These

hate been responsible for from 0
to 47% of the fires, according h
region and agency re
Lightning comes perhaps next 1
some regions, with the remainds
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for a Ford, Chevrolet, Star or Overland, and wany other -niél. .ﬁ *Pn iy
full sized battery and well insulated.—90 All!phereh a’ldty.

and See Thh

We give authorized electrical service on ﬂn Nllowln: cars:
Rollin, Dort, Willys-Knight, Buick, Fiint, Bl-lr, M, Cl
Maxwell, Oakland, Jewett, Packard, Chevrolet, n&n-t. m
bile, Nash, Overland, Sunlebaker. .

E. H. BURRm
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re pri the tramsportation theywxl[dﬂ:m 8 1
ofﬂwmﬂ&gvﬂnethm b Sl N it
' [}/ In. their efforts. to reduce the
ah-ur of automobile accidents
ll-crldocmha certain rail-
roads have decided o prosecute
who crash t ugh cloged
thus-damaging railroad pro-
{';e'rho time.will come when all
--highways will paas
orudmu‘th. radirond| -
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«-!Mhbthwmthg-&d
kt gives Willys-Knight an improwement
that js considered a mark of supremacy
in-one of the highest priced foreign cars.
y Am:-m. —Pu-wl

MAKE HIGHWAYS SAFER

both- hwﬂﬂ-q and' iss appesl. -
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to its public, | S
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