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ﬂlﬂlW[SI PRUNE INDUSTRY.
~ QUALITY AND PUBLICITY ARE THE

NECESSARY FACTERS FOR SUCCESS

So Writes M. J. Newhouse,

ame Northwest Crop

of the Oregon Growers Co-

ve Association; and He Speaks as One Having
ity, On Account of His Experience in Marketing
the Responsible Place He Holds in the Marketing

Statesman:— -

Many people are prone to judge
the prune industry strietly fram a
uul viewpoint. High prices for
a time, as graphically illustrated
elsewhere, will lead many farm-
ngumnunltlu to greatly . In-
their prune plnnllllll. New
are four hupdred per

they were 10 Years ago.
Ausiralian government Is taking
an active part in furthering - its
growing dried -fruit lndutry e{
which prunes form an lpportap
: _Cape Colony prunes are
on the English market
re to be reckoned with.
n improved methods - of
m and packing are mow De-
ted by the Bosnian ErOow-
‘last _year their cheap
a seriously disturbing
, even invading this country.
is expected to be a futor
‘year in the Enropean mark-
. her crop being heavy. Nearer
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home, in Idaho, this year's disas-|

trons fresh shipping returns is
the growers to drying as
ergency. Clarke county and
prodnced a record crop in

50,000,000 pounds.

“Last year the two sections pro-

e ﬂ.”..ﬂ)o mm and at

This year, only lack of drying

space prevented another mammoth
' of b :

greater in California today

., the total being slightly over.

* The carry over of ‘last season
and a resulting belatéd market,
is bringing us sudenly face to face
with a serious problem of distri-
bution. How &re Wwe going to
meet it? Shall we have discour-
aged growersg and neglected orch-
ards? Shall we allow an industry
built up at great cost, to find its
level by digging up the orchards?

The courage and business sense
of growers and businésa men In
Oregon 48 going to be seriopsly
tested. Our entire prune program
s essentinlly faylty from a busi-
ness aundpolnt if we continue to

production and do not
provide at the same time for
equally  increased consumption.
This Iincreased consamption is
| possible only in two ways, namely:
first “BETTER QUALITY” apd
second “PUBLICITY.”

By "‘better quality” we not only
jmean a better tasting prume but
also a larger prune. Western
Oregon and Clarke county are es-
sentially and practically the only
sections in the world where the
wonderfully tasty Italian prune
grows to 30-40s and 40-50s. On
these sizés we have ordinarily
little competition and this year
practically none, as the largest
European prune is about %0-80
and Callfornia’s Petite prune this
year is turning out only four per
cent 30s and 17 per cent 40c—but
thig is strictly a grower’'s problem.
Wonders have been done by in-

-
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vating and fertilizing. *“Quality”
further means picking and drying
a “good” prune. Every day.
growers’ associations in the North:
west have their men ount visiting
dryers and urging growers to
leave on the ground what is unfit
for human food. Dellveriea are
promptly turned down at their
warehouse doors if not up to gual-
ity. This is absolutely a grower's
problem and ‘it 13 only through
growers' organizations, owning
their own packing plants, em-
ploying courteous but firm re-
ceiving officials, that this prob-
lem can be met satisfactorily.

The question of increased dis-
tribution at fair prices to the
Browers can be solved only
lhmn&h a strong NorthWwest prune
amclstlon.’ If our guality is
good and maintained om a high
plane the Ovregpn prune must then
receive the aid of judicious pub-
licity. As In the case of the lo-
ganberry, this cannot be done by
the individual grower mnor by
small groups of growers. Vol-
ume §s the heart beat of mer-
chandising such a product as the
prune, which finds its outlet the
world over. At a cost of omnly
1-12¢ per pound the Oregon and
Clarke county assoqjations last
year were able to reach the prin-
cipal markets of this country and
Canada, with valuable publicity
about the Oregon prune. In some
sections of Canada thess assocla-
tions through advertising were
able to ipcrease prune consump-
tion to 3 pounds per person.
Nearly two million pounds were
sold to western Canada In five
pound cagtons, practically all re-
peat business with not a single
complaint about quality,

Oregon prune problems are not
going to be solved through gov-
ernment aid, bat it is strictly a
case of self help. If we work for
the larger sizes and back up our
increasing tonnage by a real hon-
est to goodness growers' apsocia-
tion We can meet any competition
that may come along.

—M. J. NEWHOUSE.

Mussolini kpows the ancient

ing sizes by pruning, culti- so_mel_)ﬁz eise. _

trick. of keeping people loyal to
him by keeping them mad at
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IHE PRUNE INDLSTRY
FUTURE, A3

It Is a Matter That Concerns

Editor Statesman:

The prune industry and its fu-
ture is a matter that much con-
cerns the growers and business
men of our state of Oregon during
these days.

The grower is wondering wheth-
er or not, in spite of high taxes,

labor, etc., he can kedp going,
while the banker and business-
man s wondering how many”|

times he must renew the credit
extended to the gréwer, and il it
is safe to loan or trust him any
more. i

The industry has several phases,
of which the growing and drying,
marketing and the net price to
the grower are the chiefl ones.
Each is important, and if we are
to succeed here in any one, we
must master all three of them.
We cannot look after one of them
and leave the others to diginterest-
ed parties. We have the prob-
lems before UUBL. They are OUR
problems and will only be solved
by US,

We prune growers are kéeping
our noses too near the ground,
planting, cultifating, trimming,
digging horers, ete., working until
we are tired out, raising and dry-
ing the stuff.
lef, as though our part was done,
we turn it over to the packer to
do the rest. All that many know
about the rest is the hard luck
story of no market, no sale, low
price, -etc., that the buyer, in a
nice suit of clothes and -a shiping
auto-tells them.

One can go from one end of
our fair state to the other, and
find that the growers are cursing
this, that and the other. Either
that t was some -local manager
or packing plant that caused such
& low price.

I have heard local men blame
the association’ hefe. At Rose-
hurg # was the plant there; at
Salem, there, ete., but the same’
growers *hung their heads, and
stayed inside their own fences, not
even crawling onto the house roof
to get a better look into the out-
side world.

g0 favorable to the growing of
prunés In Oregon that it does not
require much team work to grow
the prune, Anybody can grow
pranes on prune soil, and by scien-
tific methods heavy yields can be
obtained with very few failures.
The writer has had nine success-
ive heavy crops on old trees.

The prumne tree is not fussy. It
grows on the city lot, highway or
back in the hills away from eiv-
flization. It does its part by pro-
ducing gquality prunes, unless the
season is against it. If we needed
more prunes it would only be nec-
essary to whisper in a low volice,
“plant more prunes."

Second Third Problems,
Until recentily, the marketing of

the Problems That Confront the Men Engaged in the
Industry—The -Marketing Problem Is the Big Thing
. 3

With a sigh of re-|through collective, marketing as-
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SEEN BY MR, MILLER

Us All—Different Phases of

intérested packers, who, in turn,
have passed them on to gamblers,
spechlators and profiteers. They
are each standing along the mar-
ket road looking for a chance to
gEet a sliee by buying from the
grower at a low price and raising
#0 high that they go on the top
shelves in the store, Only at
Thanksgiving or Christmas time
has a man in fair circumstances
fely able to reach them.

I can write from experience, for
I am from Portland, Maine, and as
a boy I remember the hard shriv-
eled prumnes that mother bought
or the holidays, when we must
have something extraordinary.
Alter giving us each three or four
to chew on, she told us, ““Now you
can't have any more, or we won't
have any for the family dinner.”
Usually, she had to h[de them.

The marke B.to get 2
fair price he an he get the
prunes to the munumer at prices
thiat they can.afford to eat them,
and take th from the. high

elves and; theld dawn aside
tha sugar, flour and common eats,

so' that, instepd of being a luxury,
they are a on food. This
can be done o by united efforts,

sociations, organized by the grow-
er to protect his interest from or-
chard to consumer,

Next to the '‘Story of the Cross”™
the ecooperative movement is no
doubt the greatest problem of our
age. It is going to play a prom-
inent part in the future welfare of
our existence and country.

High education is producing a
string of profit seekers from one
end of our road to the other, prey-
ing upon anyone they have a
chapnce to get a hold on, while, by
the sweat of our brows, in mud,
and long hours at the dryer these
days, we are about to unload an-
other crop. y ]

It grieves me to think of the kid
glove gentlemen, with shining
autos who are walting to screw
the price =0 high that the working
¢lass of people in the east will

mark.

. Can the marketing prohlem be

solved? Yes. What is necessary?

United effor%s. Who can do it?

WE. L. N. MILLER.
Eungene, Ore., Uct. 9, 1823,

(Mr. Miller is engaged in prune
growing and commercial’ drying.
His address is Crow Stage, Eugene,
Oregon. He is the inventor and
distributor of the Miller sanitary
prune washer and trayer. He is
an expert in drying problems, fur-
nishing a complete line of dryer
equipment, including plans and
specifications. In a note to the
editor, Mr. Miller said that, while
he was very bus¥, he could not let
the opportunity go by to say a few
words about prunes, in reply to a

the prune has been left to dis-

request to write for this issne.Ed.)

By ELLA McMUNN

I you have no husband or he is
iny jadl .or anything I think it is
very nice to work in the cannery
and earn a dellar a day. It is a
lot easier tham to get out in the
hot sun and bake your brains pick-
ing strawberries, or break your
hack picking up prunes or scratch
your {ace off picking hops and get
aphis down your neck or get nine
million briars in your fingers pick-

|ing loganberries. Apd it is far

more pleasant to have your fea
er bed to retarn to in the evening
than a bunch of moldy straw in &
corner of a“whack. And it is.nice
to have your bottie of milk on
the porch in the morning and your
Statesman in the yard, or anyway,

your neighbor’s ysrd, than to
luse the awful, unspeakable con-
[densed milk that prevails in those
berry and hop yards.

And so I do not gquite see why
all the fruit growers are sb anx-
fous to round up the cannerymen
and dump them into the Pacific
ocean. They should at Jeast have
some consideration for the fishes.
Anyway, :
lno wqrse olf than they tarng bc;

ut
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.lnﬁmtomt we also had
jolly times ip the canpery, and be-
sides our wages we often ate a

=T ¥ |ulee plump strawperry or cherry.

You are mot supposed to do n.

&e:ﬂ'www

LET THE CANNERS LIE: WEWILL =
NEED THEM AND A LOT MORE WHEN
WEBET WMHSTEBHE&E

the fruit growers are

and I never heard of anyone being
discharged for an infraction of
the rule. And how patriotic we
were, too. Promptly at noon all
four hupdred of us rushed to the
center of the building and burst
into a loud squawking of “The
Star Spangled Bannper.” - The ma-
chinery was shut down, which I
think was a great mistake, as we
had no other musical accompani-
ment, I faney we must have been
a moving sight, and sound, as we

belng quite spotted from contact
with fruit stains.

At first there was one boy who
knew the tune and stayed with it
through the first verse, but he got
a hankering to go t 0 war, so we
bought him a wrist watch and fell
upon his neck and wept. But be.
fore he got into the thick of the
fray the €xamining board discov-

left ear so he did not proceed or
get killed or anything,

-and - hardiy—-dare to look"

Boil and climatic conditions are |2t ORr prunes, because of the price

went through th ¢ regular comtor-|
- \tions, the stomach of our apronsg

ered that he had a freckle on his|

after us
being out our money on him, too.
And on the Fourth of July, out of

s. NG, OCTOBER 11, 1923
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berries or green raspberries, the
parents of the loganberry. They
éannot handle ripe logans in boxes
or crates, but they can pick them
dead ripe and sweet and palatable
in cups made of parafined paper at
our own mill in Salem. Twenty
years ago the Puyallup raspberry
people used some sort of cups for
raspberries and canmned them suc-
cessfully.

And when people have had ripe
logans, RIPE ones, I tell you they
will buy freely., And when they
have just juice made of RIPE lo-
gans, which are not bitter or sour,
it will run in rivers from the tanks
to the thirsty of all nations.

And prune dryers who have the
mistaken idea that prunes will not
keep unless they are roasted as
hard as walnuts, are killing our
prune industry pretty dead. An-
other thimg, our prunes this year,
that is Italians, are not first class.
The intense heat of summer Lhe
cansed brown rot next the geed in
spite of the orchards being well
worked. Water could have saved
them, and nothing else could. It
is just-as hot or hotter in Califor-
uia, but they bring water ninety
miles to irrigate. We conld get
it at 30 miles or less. Enough
said. Let the canners live, 1
fancy we shall need them and a
lot more when we get everything
adjusted In our very productive

cuuntr( i,,‘_._._

FREAK WHEATS ARE
m BYTHE DAC

(The following are “Farm Re-
minedrs” from a current bulletin
of the department of industrial
journalism of the Oregon Agricul-
tural college)'.

This is the open season for the
freak wheats. Harvest i about
over and many farmers are think-
ing of what they will sow this fall.
Some were disappointed when the
thresher failed to turn out as
many bushels as the June estimate
made in the field. It is the time
when the promoters of the freak
wheats tell their stories of big
yields and sell the old fakes for
several times the market price of
better wheat. The standard va-
rieties proved by the experiment
stations are the high yielding ones

seed—for bu
TrTes o o
led into paying a big price for the
seven -headed or titanic or other:
of the poulard wheats that Bive
failed to produce ia the real wheat
trials, is the warning semt omt by
the station.

4

Dried beans and pess held over
for food or seed should be fumi-
gated before peérmanent storage
to prevent weevil infestation, ac-
cording to Lester Lovett, entomol-
ogist of the Oregon experiment
station. Place the material to be-
fumigated in gas proof containers
and treat with carbon bisulfide.
This material is a liquid and may

L

our dideas of prunes:

tinué to plant prunes indefinitely
and then try to market them as

for an

enough to work out

the container tightly and allow the
gas to act 48 hours. Two table-
spoonsful to, eqch tive gllnn con-

and they may be bought—certitied

_PRICE FIV

ONE OF MOST IMPﬂﬂTW ) :-:’

If the Producers Can Be Brought Together mosely

to Work Out Adequate Plans for Marketing t
This Will Be the Result, Says Mr. Silver

plnnh for ma
der some unifg
dardizing,

Editor Statesman:
Replying to your inquiry as to

If the producers of Oregon con-
ue to be one of the most i
resources of the state.
independent individuals the prune | Dundee Fruft
industry spelis disaster not only
for the individusals concerned, but
important section of the
whole community.
If the producers of prunes can-
brought together closely

adequate

(The Dundee -

be

PRINE NUSTAY SO0 ,

the prune industry Qhwl(

T"
. W. W, SILVER,
Fruit
and Packers (hw]
what their name indicates,

ers and packers of Oregon pri
Red .ﬂﬂl.l brand is the III.

use in their ﬂ’l.m
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be placed -in shallow trays and
plced on top of the seed. Cover

bisnifide is Mugnn
should m 3

.
- |

tainer is a proper m.
gas does not injure the m ﬁ_,
or make it unfit for tood. ‘ark

tire territory

Buying

The essential

be less.

tance.

us an ice cream cobe.
Now, no t being unmindful of

tlnau to syggest what seems the

n that has so wrought up
and this prune surplus.

consideration for the fact that we
worked, the cannery people nn

past favgrs, 1 rise to defend the |
it possible hm
tlltt they should be allowed 10

'qnly remedy for this loganberry

Gnnlonnmmno more
fit to be canmned than green black-

The Telephone In Buéiness

Satisfactory Results Whenever Tried :

The Pacific Telephone &

By far the greater proportion of business toti
in this country is transacted by telephone. It
become the ordinary means of securing prompt
and satisfactory results in the business w
Many business firms are extending the use of tl'le_
telephone to include their transactions over the en-

they serve.

and Selling by LongDilm: Ance
Telephone is Bringing

thing in sales work is service to your

patrons. ‘' Use of long distance lines will increase
the efficiency of your service and the expense wﬂl

For service to all points ask for Pacific Long Dis-
Every Bell telephone is a Long Distance




