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(By W. Lyle, McCroskey)
| Stayton, located as it is in the
rtile valley of the North Fork
the Santiam river, is one of
the  most prosperous commpuni-
$l ) size In the state. There
‘are sbout 1200 persons in Stay-
, itsell, while the territory It
stretches for fifteen miles
in all directions. The town Iis
19 miles southeast of Salem, and
¢ is a paved road between

I.Il two piaces,

‘Auto stages make three trips
lally between Stayton and BSa-
lnu ‘and there is ully motor

Stayton’s railroad shipping point
'!rpu Stayton, which is about
miles distant. « The road
from Stayton to West
m s, now partially paved,
1l be completely paved
 the summer of 1923,
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Representative Stayton Establishments:

ir. the summer when the work the industry is a prospering one jzipal
hlland that it has found an excel-|water under pressure
lent fleld

the fruit and berries
heaviest.
Farming Cornerstone  of
Prosperity
Farming is, of course, the in-|
dustry which must form the bas-|
= of growth of any commuhity |
in the Willamatte Valley, If mall
growth is to be a steady, healtny |
one. In the last analysis, west-
ern communities must look to
the soil for the means' to attain
their full development, The
test of the success of a town
will usually be found 'in its abil-
ity to take the products of the
soil and, by the application of

eapital, tur® them to profit.
This i the thing Stayton is am-
ply equipped to do and the thing

vantage of the producer of the
original product as well as
the man In town. With the phe-
nomenal growth of fruit. farm-
ing In this vicinity; during the
past few years, came the realiza-
tion that if Stayton was to de-
rive the full benefit from her sur-
rounding natural resources, she
must equip  hérself to assist in
the marketing of those products.
The fina)l result of this realize-
t‘on was 4 cannery in Stayton.
Jts beginning was small, with a
capitalizsation “of only $10,000;
but at the end of its first sea-
‘hos—jut past— it has shown a
reasonable profit and its success
is, assured.. This little cannery
has already saved the growers
jof this vicinity a haul of 20 to
30 miles with their fruit, has in-
creased the yearly payroll of the
town by #several thousands of
dollars, and has .materially in-
cresased the aggregate income of
Stayton.
Woelen Mills Big Asset
| Another Btayton industry that
has for its purpose the utilization
of the products of the soil 18
the' woolen mill owned and op-
erated by the Santiam: Woolen
‘Mill eompany. Having 'its Dbe-
ginning - in’ 1819 with six em-
ployees and a few looms, this in-
stitution has grown .to a point
where it employs 125 persons
and runs 30 looms  two shifts
daily. Wool is used in the man-
ufacture of batts and blankets at
the rate of 600,000 pounds a
Approximately 85,000
plankats are produced
and sold esch year, besides 15
000 pounds of wool batts. Natur-
ally this means that all the wool
this locality bhas 3
. market, besides much
ool being imported from other
v*s«l 4n the west. This indus-
try uses the power of the San-
tiam river to runm its machinery,
which ph.eu -"othor of Stayton's
-.ulnl resources 10 ::
use. The : payroll . of “this m
|amounts te around $15,000 year-
iy, a thing which, in itself iz 10
small benmefit to Stayton. e

ready

that it has been doing, to the ad- | l

| per day.
of (ol
{payroll of about $35,000.

Above, Santiam W

in Staytom. The en-
tire output of this mill for the
present season has been sold, the
products being' of such quality
as to find ready market any-,
|where,

Lumber Important Industry
The Brown-Peizel Lumber

'rompany operates an industry in

Siavton, which, while not utiliz-
ing . products .2‘ agriculture,
niakes use one of the greatest
of Oregon’s resources, as well as
of this locality—timber. its
mill, also operated by water
power from the Santiam, is also
» large factor in maintaining the

lrlrcnllting wealth of this com-

has a ca-
feet of timber

muuity This mill
pacity of 20,000

an annual
TWO |
to five million feet of timber are
ured: each wear. This < company
gclls the lumber it producea in
toth
markets.

. 30 persons with

It maintains its own

retail yards at Stayton, Jefferson

and Gervais.

Two flouring mills in Staytom,
both usipg the water power of
the Santiam afford a ready, con-
venient market for the wheat
grown in the surrounding coun-
try.  Their combined payrolis
will approximate $15.000 .annu-
ally and the sale of their product
incréases the community's ecir-
culating wealth by several more
thousands yearly. Omne of these
millg makes a product, which In
open competition has taken sev-
eral prizes for its excellence.

A chair faectory gives employ-
ment to from five to ten persons,
It. produces kitchen chairs and
iniscellaneous furniture, mtilis-
ing water power to turn its ma-
chinery.

Power Company Modern

The Staytom Light and Power
company owns a modern plant
with - which (it converts Wwater
power -to electricity. It supplies
power for lighting in and about
Stayton, as well as furnishing
power for several minor indus-
trial plants of the town. A con-
giderable investment Is repré-
sented in its plant and equip-
ment. Its chief wvalue to the
community, of course, lies in the
convenience and satisfactionm fur-
pished the citizens in the form
¢? dependable and cheap elec-
trical energy.

Natural resources and indul-
tries, of course, form the founda-
tion mupon which the ecomnomic
life of a community is built, but
there are other considerations
that must be met in determining
the desirability of s town as a
place ig which to live. Stay-
ton is a distinetly l'vable town.
It has all the urban conveniences
with few of the dissdvantages.
Here are found civie improve-
ments such as are commonly
found omnly in cities of four or
five times its size. The toWn of

mt‘-m paar-3
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It employs an AVerage

the wholesale and retail/

oolen Mills and Two

furnishing
to its citi-
{zens at an absurdly low price.
|Just recemtly, in order t6 com-
‘ply with the requirements of
jthe Oregon Insurance Rating bur-
¢au, a bond issue of $12,000 was
sold for the purpose of extend-
ing and improving the Wwater
'system and providing additional
{fire-fighting equipment. The
iprogram which has been adopted
|ealls for 1000 feet of new, high-
{eet quality, fire hose; a s<parate
and complete pumping unit in
addition to the one already in
use; & fire-proof bullding for
the present plant; and auxiliary
power in addition to the water
power now used to pronél the
pump ng machinery. These im-
provements and add t'ons, when
‘made, will result in a saving in
irsurance rates of from

water systend,

| ten

one- |

the scene of community
gatherings. Community ‘‘sings”
nave been well attended and very
popular. So highly is the Stay-
tord school sregarded, that =tu-
dents from ontside districts forne

'a large part of the student body.

The connections with the familbes
of these students, thus formed,
ard particularly wvaluable to the

to find opportunities to play, he
iives in the midst of them.
Usually among the most active
in helping to make¢ a town a de-
cirable one in which to live, are
the merchants, business and pro-’
fussional men of the place, of
iwhom, hitherto in this article,
|we have said nothing. In order
jthat we may not leave the im-

|:-(..~“'!.“ p—

Views of First National Bank. Below, Two Vlews of Brown-Petzel Lumber Compzny.

establishmenets are as_follows:
A. P. Speer and Co., Doll's
(Cash Store and Gehlen Bros.,
conduct general -stbres, C. A.
Buuchamp and V. Dare Bjoptr
gre Ltoth pharmacisis and “each
conducts a drug store, Sestak
{I.ros., operate the meat market;
C. E. Kramer, the bakery; J. F.
iMielke, a hardware store; Fisher

merchants and business men Of.pression that these persons arﬂ:nnd Son. conduct the men’s fur-

the town.

The popular interest In reli-
gion found in Stayton, is an in-
dex to the wholesome atmos-
pliere ol the place. The Baptist,
Catholic, Christian and Methodist
churches are represented in Stay-
ton, all of them having jarge
memberships and owning their
own meeting places.

Fratermal Orders Many
Fraternal orders form another

tenth of one per ecent ts t~n per Pcwerful factor in the social life

¢+nt in cases where private per-|of this community.

iO+der of Foresters,
‘044 Fellows have active organi-
|ratlons here.

‘mnons utilize the water system as
timprovgd, in making additional
improvements themselves, in
lgrder that this improvement may
not increase the burden on
taxpayers «of the
has been devised for paying ofl
|bonds issued®to pay for this sys-

honds' retirement.
Streets Are Paved

During the Ilast summer 15
blocks of Stayton’s streets were
paved with an excellent quality
of bitulithic pavement. A pertin-
ent fact in comnection wWith this
improvement is that sbout one-
balf of the total cost of it was
raid in cash by the property
owners liable therefor. The re-
malinder of the expense was
fended by a bond issue which
is secured by abutting property.
This bond issue amounting to
about $18,000 and the ome ©Of
$22,000 mentioned above, con-
stitute the only indebtedness of
the town of Stayton, and, as has
been explained, the taxpayers
will be called on to pay neither
of them.

Educational Facilitics Unexs-

celled

In educational facilities, Stay-
ton is excelled by none. A newW
$25,000 school building houses
a complete grade school and &
high school that is rated by state

edncational authorities as “stand-
ard.”” Nearly 32300 students are
in attendance under the instrue-
tion of a corps of 11 teachers.
The business men of the town
recently presented the High
gchocl with a complete gymna-
sium, which is used by the
townspeorle for gatherings and
recreation as well as by the stu-
dents of the high school. The
interest that is manifested In
the schools by the citizens of
Stayton is remarkable. An ae-
tive Parent-Teachers association
{s tunctioning admirably, and the
spirit of cooperation originating
here permeates the entire com-
jmunity. The school house is of-

the |
town a plan|rooms are maintained,
:Fdflﬂle!‘!
building,
tem, whereby the revenue from |of construction,
the water system is expected to|
provide the sinking fund for the dovoted to the purposes of !hat}

The Catholie !
Masons and

The Masons and
044 Fellows own Dbuildings of
their own in which- meeting
and the
are Interested in A&
now under the  course
the upper Tfloor
of which will be owned by and

lodge. The usual woman's AuUX-
iliarfes are, of course, active in
connection with their respective
lodges.

Community Club FPower for
Growth

A Community Club has recent-
ly been organized in Stayton,
which has for its purpose -~the
general betterment of all condi-
tions in Stayton, civic and social
as well as commercial and econ-
emie. It is. planned to draw
the membership of this organiza.
tion from persons in all pursuits,
including those farming in and
around Stayton, in order that the
organization may work for the
good of the whole community
and its well rounded develop-
ment.

A motion plceture theater I8
operated - in Stayton amsd frequent
dances are conduected. These
dunces are largely
of community affai being at-
tended by persons from all walks
of life who like that form of
recreation.

Opportunities for
Unlimited

Another condition that makes

Stayton a livable town, is the
opportnnity for outdoor recrea-

tion. The tovn is almost within
walking dis‘snce of the Cascade
mountains, . with all the number-
less opportunities for summer
camping, hunting and fish'ng.
Trout {ishing can be found with-
in ter minutes walk, pheasant
shd grouse hunting as well. In
short all of the wonders of the

n outdoors ean here be en-
joyed, with the added advantage
of having them, literally, at your
doar. A long, tedious drive 18
m lnr tho mmun

Recreation

o
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the nature,

runimportnnt to Stayton, let us

say right here, that this class ol|c\- ns e#nd operates the Stayton]

men fis distinetly alive and active
fu this town.

Roster of Buosiwis Houses

Perhaps the most important
'uﬂ Stayton’s non-indusirial (a
rather Inaccurate term, meaning
nat actually producing mater- |
‘ul E2cds) ‘nstitutions s its bank,
'This bank was formed a few
|vears agb by the merger of the
two banks that bad formerly
done business in Stayton. A
charter was taken out under the
'naticnal banking svstem and one

inder the state banking system. |

'The First National bank now
handles the scommercial busi-
ness and the First State and
|Savings bank takes care of the
Ic-w-ings department. Both are
(under one roof and one manage-
| ﬂent and provide a service that'

= unexcelled. The combined re-
sources are $548,267.16 and the
combined deposits amount to |
slightly more than $482,610.18.
The First National bank is- a
member of the Federal Reserve
svstem. This duoal institution
Ihuu been and is a tremendous
factor in the development of the
territory tributary to the coun-
try, ft has beém active in almost
every undertaking of importance
in this vicinity in recent years.

It is, of courée, impossible to
describe In detail each of the var-
isous mercantile enterprises of
Stayton or each of the other bus-
inesses and professions. The fol-
lowing groupingn will serve to
convey a general i{dea of Stay-
‘on's offerings in this respect:

There are four K general stores
in Stayton, one mew one having
been recently established. An-
cther new store handling grocer-
fes and hardware has also Tre-
cently entered - this field. An-
other store handles hardware and
furnitnre, and another handles
hardware exclusively. Stayton
has two drug stores, a meat mar-
ket, a men's furnishings store,
an electric store, an electrically
operated bakery, a hotel furnish-
ng both rooms and dining room
rservice, two confectionery and
lunch establishments, and two
weol  halls, Other professions
and bus‘nesses are represented
in Stayton by two doctors, two
lawyers, two jewelry and watch
makers, one of whom .carries
a complete stock o jewelry
snd all'ed merchandise, A vet-
erinarian, sn undertaker, two
.barbers, (wWo garages,
tery shep, a variety siore and
two real estate brokers,

The ownership and manage-
ment of some of the most sue-
cessful of the above mentioned

a bat- ,

‘nishings_ store; Frank Lesley
hotel; E. A. Hargffon and J. H.
Hendershott each operatrs a con
fect onery and lunch room; E. T.
Matthien and E. 8. Pieser mh
condurt = tobacco shop and

kall; and W. A, Weddle, an un-
rertlker. maintaing & modern
mortnary. wit &8

One store building to cost
thouvt $10,000 is now under con-
etruction, and an apartmen’
house is beinz bnilt which wil’
cn-t about $25.,000.
Future Development

The above data on bnusiness.
irdustrial and social conditions
will serve to give a geneéral idex
of what has been done toward
the development of the wonder-
ful natursl resources of this fa-
vored = littls wvalley. But, of
,conrse, the chief interest of the
reader who is looking for a place
'n which to build a business and
'make a home, is the opportunity
for future development, We
might dismiss this subjéct bY
isimply referring the reader to
|the discussion -above of the na-
taral resources to be found here,
and ‘pointing _ out that under
those conditfons opportunity Is
unlimited. However,
facts are even more Imprasive
end perhaps more enlightening
to the reader.

Undoubtedly, ju the ppinion of
persons who are familiar with

Assured

and nuts presents
field for lucrative investment in
this locality. The land fs parti-

¢f these crops. This fact s at-
tested by the ‘remarkable success
tihat has been ‘met by persons
who have already engaged in this
rpe of farming. Blackberries
are - nartienlarly recommended
for planting here, for the reason
that this is -the home of wild
blackberries and they conse-
igquently produce marvelous crops
under ecultivation. TLast season
alone, the Stayton Cannery paid
over $15.,000 for blackberries
that were  picked from
which grew wild. This Indicates
the immensa
gain from the systematic grow-
ing of this fruit. The black-
berry is recommended for the
reason that it yields beavily, is
rot hard to cultivate, and al-
wavs has s ready market at a
good price, Other berry crops
that are mnot now extensively
grown, but which are considered

‘here,

gpecitic.

l
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erop, are subject to some
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nred at twentyfive cents & pos
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ures are, we believe,
servative. Of course, gligh
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thig time, berries can :
éultivated between ﬁ
with no damage to the ralnu
snd the berries will -up
care for the walnuts until &
1ng stage is reached. AL
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