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JOLDIER TELLS

OF EAEGUTIONS
IN THE A.E.F.

| Major is Accused of Shoot-

ing Down Men in Cold
Blood, Ohio Veteran Sticks
to Assertion.

“HARD BOILED” SMITH
NAMED AS LYNCHER

Taylor, Ex-Service Man,
Tells of Witnessing
Twelve Hangings

WASHINGTON, Dec. 20.—
None of the six witnesses ap-
pearing today before a senate
committee was able to give
first hand evidence to support

charges by Senator Watson,
Democrat, Georgia, that

American soldiers had been
hanxed without trial in

France.

Testimony by Henry L.
Seott, 22, of Kenmore, Ohio,
that he had seen two soldiers
shot down in cold bloud, by a
“Major Opley,” commander of
the third battalion, 116th in-
fantry, brought a qumk denial

from Major H. L. Opie at
Staunton, Va., who was in

charge of that organization
and who announced that he
would be glad to go before the
committee.

Scott was positive that he
saw both men killed at differ-
ent times, that the first shoot-
ing of a courier was witnessed
by several hundred men and
that he alone saw the second.

Question on Name

Having Mgjor Opie in mind as
commander of the battalion, Col-
onel Bethel pressed the wilness as
to the spelling of the name and
later informed Chairman Brande-
gee privately that Scott evidently
was referring to the Virginian.
‘But Scott stuck to “Opley.”

In making sweeping denia] of
the charge, Major Ople declared
in a statement that Scott “‘writes
himself down as a skulker by his
own testimony,” that he belonged
to another outfit and never
shouid have been in the fighting
line with the Third battalion,

Although he did not know of
his own knowledge of executions
without trials, Robert A. Harri-
son. of Wilmington, N. C., testi-
fied that he “had witnessed two
lynchings,” one conducted by
“Hard Boiled” Smith. The sol-
dier, he said, was put to death for
refusing to sweep a stockade
with a “tooth brush,” that the
killing, as he remembered took
place December 24, 1918, and
that he saw the lynching from a
distance of 300 vards. The other
man lynched, he said, was a Mex-
fean, who was strung from a tree
by officers and men for a crime
against a woman.

Taylor is Frail

George H. Tavlor, of Philadel-
phia, thin and frall and under
treatment, as ha himself explain-
ed, for epllepsy, declared he had
seen 12 soldiers hanged, or on<
more than the pumber officially
listed by the war department. as
executed in accordance with court
martial verdicts. Taylor testi-
fied at first he had seen threo
and then pnder direct question-
ing increased hig figures:to four,
jumping- finally o 12. All, he
declared, were put to death in
and around Is-Sur-Tille from AD-
ril to une, 1919,

In no instanca could he say he
knew any or all of the 12 had
dates, The depprtmen:z Jigt

Faces Officers

Because of the evident physical
weakness 0f the witness Senator
Watson suggested that army of-

{ficers, inecluding Colonel Walter
Bethel, asgistant judge advocate
general, leave the room explais-

ing that Taylor was subject to ep-
ileptic attacks and that the pres-
ence of officers might disturd
him. DBut the former soldier an-
nounced he wanted the officers to
ramain.

In an effart tn clear up whatl
he regarded as the conhmi‘nn in
Taylor's testimony, Chairman
Brandegee suggested that Colonel
Bethel question the witness con-
corning the twelve executions he
claimed to have seen.

Early in the hearing Colonrl

, ,_fg (Continyed on page 2)
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LONE BANDIT ROBS

servation car of Baltimore and Ohio train No.
Washington, as it was passing Sixty-third street tonight and |
after holding up the passengers in the observation car, left

the train at Sixty-seventh street, according to a report ma(h_-_

The train did not stop and the bandit |.
escaped. :

to the police tonight.

tion, the bandit,
with two revolvers,
vation coach and ordered “hands up!
the car, forcing the passengers, among them F. E. William-
son, general passenger agent of the
their valuables. '

train slowed down and disappeared.

—able

TRAIN IN HEART OF
CHICAGO, ESCAPESj

CHICAGO, Dec. 20.—An armed bandit boarded the ob-

6 bound for |

Just as the train was leaving the Sixty-third street sta-!
described as shabbily dressed and armed
appeared in the doorway of the obser-|
" He walked through

railroad, to hand over

At 67th street he pulled the bell cord, jumped off as the
From Williamson the
bandit obtained $10 and a gold watch according to the po-
lice, who stated they did not believe the loss of the other
passengers was large.

committeae on charities and em- (lay's session of th‘ Dail Eir-
ployment, 1. L. Shrode, chairman, | eann, it was clear that a de-
(said that hix committes believed | cigjon on the treaty would not
|that it would be for the best to be taken before Tilllr‘%{‘l'l\' af-
Jusk Barl Race, cily reeorder, o - ; S . ¢
act ax head of the employment | terN00N at the carliest; some
bureiu members, among them Mi-|
That ix, #s Mr. Race has beew |chael Collins, were even of the

STATE ACCOUNTS T0
UNDERGO SCRUTINY

Embodying the declaration that taxpayers of Oregon are

topry=their-trres-onty with the greatest difficulty and
that they are unable to receive any adequate or satisfactory
information about the expenditure of state funds, a concur-
rent resolution was introduced yestefday by Senator Dennis
of Union county calling for a complete audit of all state ac-
counts. This would apply not only to al] state departments,
but to all institutions and schools.

The resolution calls for a committee of five members to
engineer the audit. These would be two members of the
senate, two members of the house and one citizen from the
state at large. They would be charged to report to the pres-
ident of the senate and the speaker of the house at the earli-
est possible moment and have all data ready for the regular
gsession of 1923.

Expenses of the committee would be handled through
state channels in the regular manner and expenditures not
to exceed $10,000 would be allowed the committee for its
work. The resolution was referred to the ways and means
committee.
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that would sufler

Senator Vinton's bill providiug)
that county courts advertise for|
bids when purchasing supplies ag-| way.
gregating $250 or more was killed| The board, prior to the opinion,
by indefinite postponement when | had loaned on irrigation district
the steering committee recom-|lands, and since the opinion was
mended against it and the report| written, has refused to renew such

. - y b cnee for Gritfith and Collins, who [1ha vaulte of $5060. The bank | ficials not knowing he was below
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DUBLIN, Dec. 20—(By The

he | Associated Press)—After to-

opinion that adjournment over

the holidays may be neces-

sary. >
Arthur Griffith, head of the

Judge

X be bad for the country.
0, tha

attitude in Dublin, the whole
country is fairly sick with un-
certainty and anxiety.

It was made evident today
that the Dail Eireann wil] tol-

done,

game

matter of fact judging by the|

COX IS NEAR

erate no form of cloture.
Twenty additional members,
the spe ‘aker announced, have'
sent in their names to be/
heard.

McCartan Condemns All

Tha main force of the attack
on them was baszed on the belief
that DeValera has abandoned the
idea of a repnblic and framed an
nath recognizinz the king aec the
pead af the commmunity of nations
with which Ireland is to be asso-
ciated

The most exciting speech today
was that of Dr. Patrick MceCartan,
who condemned everyhody impar-
tinlly snd declared emphaticalls
that the republic had been ahan-
doned in Dublin before the deles-
gates erossed to Tondon. He evok-
o applanse by expresging prefer-

tha
"resi-

the

be

In

(Contigued on page 6)

enator’s Charge

DEADLOCK IS HELD POSSIB

W_l_t_t_resses Present _Support to &

WHEN RADIERS
SEIZE BOOZE

Boston Prohibition Officers
Seize Liquors in Room |

Where Guests Visit

BOSTOXN,
cnlforcement

Dse. 20 Prohibition |

under the

‘II‘!“'

lov chieolds v o o Jecteid pres- I
1l 0y "\111H.l1}._.. was cIuFa ‘ ,u-‘ 'De Valera is Denounced by leadership of Harold D. Wilson, |
ident of the Kiwanis club for the raided a room in the Quiney. NEW YORK. Dec. 20. — Re
coming vear, at the session held Flery Speaker Who Takes. House l‘nn.;,‘ t. directlv above a | sponding to a r.iul ;.a.“_ police re-
slerdsy "y hWee Mo room where Governor Cox was be- | sorves sraod
vesterday noon at the Commer S|am at Da” Cahmet. De_ e chbeitatia o ‘i' . -'rl‘ rves tonight dlaer.std' a mob of
,1,1 eluh Oliver VEvers Wag - : ng niertained a a dinner ol | hundreds of persons who stoned
ected vice presidont -T"T"l M [‘]des Klng_ leaders, and seized ;_"r‘ bottlea .”t the parish house of the Church of
- i . .fn“i\t;nlu and four bottles of whis-! Our Lady of Pity in East 151st
Hicks, eretary and treasurer, tk-‘_\'. According to the officers, | street with the announced pur-
nd Curtis I3, Cross district trus- soeveral of the dinner cuests were | pose of throwing the Reverend
loe LONDON HOLDS PACT AS in the room where the liquor was | Father James Mehrigin in  the
Those who will have the affairs found, street,
of the c¢lub on their hands for EFFORT TO AVOID WAR Ernest J. Goulston, understood Everey pave of glass in  the
the coming yvear and who were 1o be the host of the dinner: J. J, | house was shattered while saveral
| elected yesterdavy were F. . Do —_— McCarthy, one of the proprie rm-slprlr.-;ts inside, fearing for their
lano, 11 L. Shrode, W, 1. Nead , . of the hotel, and Harold E. Kern, | lives, telephoned for aid. Night
| ham. U, 8. Page, Harry Levy, H MIlFOY Cl‘eates Sensatmﬂ by who lives at the Thotel and infi‘?tl‘l('kﬁ “".‘li[" l-lll“’i{:hfm'!i! hhy 'ihtl;
L. Stifr and . . Havford . whose room the liquor was seized | bluecoatls in a ha our fght wit
e s o i ':m e ol Reading New OQath were summoned 1o appear in fed- | | the mob. The disturbers, chiefly
. SVAERED W RASHIEELE) . EeE : R —— n | 1talians, it was said, were incens-
tion, hjl 1]!|.IIII!II.rH_J- \'IJ‘.I- the serc Of A”eglance i\\rl‘;:l L[’;}l‘; Q:'ll?ﬂ'r:!““ mconnecucn r ed at the new prie!l whn had suc-
|rila:t',-{. t.11. ”é !-! .\lfrl’l'l.il.' W ;tfs: i- ey ” S | ceeded Father Francis DPDICL
recing 0 ras 1 vole or nosy = founder of the arish.
selected by the nomipating cow- BOdY Of SI'VBI’tOﬂ Lad | .

Arrives from Qverseas

PORTLAND, Dec. 20—The bed-
of seven Paeific northwest
hove who were killed in the war|

ipg

arrived in Portland todav to he|
sent 1o Oregon and \\'a"!i‘u.‘!-m.!
Thouse from Oregcon were Alan V.
Mercor, Marshfield: Bert E. ‘s']l-l
sian, Roseburg: Harley L. Rice.
Silverton: Robert F. Ingallz, Pen-
dleton,

Waste of Water Adds to
Fire Danger is Warning|

Salem pdl:nns
water company’s service are urged
to exercise the ntmost economy
in order to insure sufficient force
for emergencies such fire of
effects of frost upon weak pres-
sure mains.

Faul B. Wallace, vice president
of the Salem Water company, re-
ports that the company’s pumping
nnits are making every effort to
keep the pressure np to %0 pounds
at all levelds, Pumping unitg were
et back for a few hours yestor |
r].n when local electric power
service was out down, due to un
usual demands on the serviee at
Portland. |

The unusnally enld weather ha |
mpelled many owners o open |
faneets in an effort 1o avoid freez-
ing of supply All
dents wer? urged to cut down this
waste as the total volume makes
heavy inroads upon reservoir sup
plies,

of the local

as

pipes resi-

PAIR GETS 85000

MINNEAPOLIS
men  entered the Liberty State
bank late today and, covering sev-
erial officers and employes, robbed

Ilec. 20.—Two

PRIESTS CHANGED,

| Was an

CATHOLICS  RIOT

New York Police Reserves
Disperse  East Siders
Who Smash Windows

lllinois Legion Brings
Suit Against Newspaper

CHICAGO,, Dec, 20.—The Illi-
nois Staals Zeitung, a German
language daily, today was made
defendant in a $100,000 libel suit
filed by Blackhawk Post No. 107,
American legion,

The complaint charged that the
newspaper in an editorial on De-
ceember 13 said that the legion
“instrument beought with
British gold to suppress truth, to
gag freedom and to betray Ameri-
can organized labor.” It was also
alleged that the editorial sald
many American soldiers were
“tramps, vagabonds and buma.”

The article was printed without
the approval or knowlodge of Dr.
Sidney Speilman, owner of the
paper, according to a stalement
made today to John V. Clinnin,
assistant United States district at-
torney, Dr. Speilman promised to
disavow publicly the article ob-
Jected to, Mr, Clinnin sald.

CONDUCTOR HELD

NORRISTOWN.
Charles Evans,

Pa., Dee, 20—
conductor, - and
Walter Yeakel, engineer .of the
northbonnd train of tha Phila-
delphia & Reading railway, which
collided with a soutbhbound train
near [lryn Athyn, Pa,, Decembor

resulting in the death of 24
persons, werc arrested today fol-
lowing a verdict by a coroner’'s
jury fixing responsibility for the
wreck upon them.

PASSENGER 1S GASSED
SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 20.
The body of John Hare, 47, a
steerage passenger, was removed
from the steamer Seilyo Maru,
which arrived here today. He was
asphyxiated when immigration of-

ed through a bridge forcing them ' dits,

GASOLINE T
NOW
FOR BIG

All Other Methods App
Discarded, Although

is Still Fighting for Ir
come Levy.

HIGHWAY couum
FUNDS TO BE L

Members of Deg e
Won Over After Stren-
uous Arguments

At midnight there
feeling at the state
among some m of ¢
senate and the house that
legislature may fall into
deadlock and adjourn witho!
reaching any sort of agre
ment on a 1925 expolitin
measure.

This feeling nm
grow throughout the e
after the dinner hour, B

withstanding the appare
certainty at the roads &
highways econference bef®
dinner that a gasoline tax
would be introduced.

The proposed direct prop
and apparently every ol
posed method of . fi
1925 exposition from
angle has now heen
with the exception of
tax. Louls E. Bean,
the house, | however;, at
hour last night, was ww
tle in bebalf of his incos
proposal,
In brief, the whole
relative to the exposition
resolved itself down to two sl
natives. These are utter ab
ment of the fair or an addit
one cent tax on gasoline
would necessitate a diversion §
porarily of some of the
highway funds for the
It took muech argument at &
ed maating of the jolnt ronds
hlghua}s committee late
day to obtain from the three mes
bers of the state highway .co
mission any concessions in a8
of such a bill, but at Lthe
elon of the meeting It
that they had been
Also it appeared that B!
every member of the two
mittees had been won over,
later doubt was rampant
the capitol.
Argument Made Co _
As is generally known, the
position  assoclation wants
000,000 from the state, $1,00
000 annually for three !‘M
additions]l cenl tax on g
would produce only about
that amount. It would be
sary, then, to draw directly £ 'ro
highway funds for the other &
proximate half million untll
tima as automobile traffic wonl
be sufficient to make ¢his
Lecessary. d -
As an argument to Lhe
membera of ths highway .
sien who were present it was a8
clared that duaring the e '
year motor traffie woul(' h
heavv in the state that ™
from the measure would be vas
‘meraased. Further, it was poinl
ed out that the additional 1 el
would continne after the ex
tion, making in all # S-cent ¢ "_,_
gasoline and frem that timo fort
tha highway department ould
kave the returns from the entin
5 coente, Thiz would make th
‘mmediate divergence of Tundi
werely a loaa by the com L,
it was explained. 48
Peoplc Womld Vots
The measure .I adopted by th
legiglature, w1 g before the
ple as a rconstitutional
ment. Thie wili ba necessary
the reason that ke money
be for olther (ham gove
AT POSEs, L
Frank'in T. Gritfith, one of
speakers for the exposition &
~lation, presented the entire off
uation as the first to address 1B
committees and the highway ¢
mission. He declared that 90
cent of the people of tha
vant the fair. but few ara inf
vor of a properiy tax.
John B. Yeon, member .
hichway commizeion, polnte? i
that the expnsition is not s Pos
land affair.
Go Alwead, Says Yoom
“If it were,” hia sald, “f »
take off my coal and fight
am undecided as yet whethes
shall be for the gasoline A"
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