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G. X. FIRES A VOLLEY OF QUESTIONS
ditor Statesman:

] have wondered whether my fellow farmers might mis-
2 my attitude on the Non Partisan League.
It has been said to me that only a “positive program”
lead us to the political light—Ilike, for instance, perhaps,
Lhe of Jesse James or the Kaiser, who said they were
Being oppreased or menaced, and were only striking in self
ense! And yet their “positive program” righted no wrong,
petablished no moral principle; chiefly it established them as
lossa egotists, drunk with mistaken argument. And we
v what the disgusted world did to them
: '1'0 be helpful, any “positive program” must be honest.
(do not believe that the Dakota plan, in practice, is honest or
admirable even in what it intends to do; for it was conceived
n swinish selfishness, and when born was nursed to gigantic
hood by an incredible swarm of leech-like lackeys and
and political wolves who saw easy picking in the
state jobs, The reason the failure was not
umhual. and a national disaster, rests in the fact that
“ w wouldn’t stand it all. They rebelled against
its in and bloed-sucking officialism, far more stren-
10 men rebel against the prohlbltwn enforcement ;
e the League was nominally. in control for a few years,
ity it never dared go one-quarter its intended length.
st its potential destructive powers were there—powers
dqhot want here in. Oregon.
3 ly, I do not desire to give up my own farm,
Iht\re worked hard to pay for and own. I believe that
form of land ownership is desirable for the good of
ity Perhaps the later comer, after the land is all ap-
, i8 out of luck; but he may be compensated by an
mte respomihihty to look after him. Maybe he
iate this alms-house attitude; yet the per-
oi! the food-producivig industry that keeps mankind
d hardly be trusted to miscallaneous tenancy. So
eve in land monopoly, that may make me rich and
dor a starved shadow or derelict.
i yet, to be honest, I must recognize that a thousanc
nes of human endeavor stand on an almost identical
- How can I, with a monopolistic, profiteering farm
pocket, point the finger of suspicion, the sword
i, against my nieghbor who unfortunately owns
id or a mine or a creamery ?
Luzue is to be honest, it must make a clean
s md proscribe every monopoly, including its own. If
ﬁ not honest, and propeses only a brutal robbery of othe
- hﬂe keeping its own spoils, then that’s that! And yet
ﬂn not believe so ill of any class of good Americans, as to
thnt[ they are following this League understandingly
knew that the League program, honestly interpreted
pestly enforced, should mean the instant extinction of
y * te land title, including their own farms, they
ly be Leaguers! If they understood that, once the
h urmed, it would be possible for the majority whe
; § to combine and instantly deprive them o'
ot

to nllt some of my League observations intc
form ‘believing that, with each point definitely

it will b. possible to reach a definite judgment of
' ue really is:

without the products of the soil?
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e very legal processes’they invoke, anc
v adduce, they would not be shouting

ownership” presume the right to control, fo
for disuse, its products, and perpetual control of

e .. by sale or bequest"
2 mmntmm coming after the land is once appro-
- pr te or discover or develop other lands, even
mankind must have land products, or starve?
pity insure itself against the starvation of a land
any more than the annoyance of a railroad or an
cal or a coal strike, without taking absolute con.
of the land?
- do not trust the “monopolist” or the “profiteer”
es of productlon could you honestly trust a mo
t in land which is infinitely more vital to life?
b *g_. ‘ownership a “profiteering monopoly” under the
i of the Non Partisan League interpretation?
L Smgmopoly,” meaning the contro]l of any article necessary
psirable in human life, is ever bad and rightfully
¢t to state control, should not the most pernicious
mopoly be controlled first?
ate control or abrogation of monopolistic or profit-
titles is to be instituted, should not the most es-
monopoly be eliminated first— the private own-
of land?
he North Dakota creed declare for the state control
o8, elevators, mines, ral!roada. bank credits
now mrned on in private hands?
‘here have talked only North Dakota
t they have done there, must we in Oregon not
ﬂldrwllole creed?
should be so taken over, or regulated,
RM be & legal confiscation, not competition, with
law on ¢ side of the competing state?
ﬂth tion, or state competition, force the
mers into wage servitude, if they com-
in to which they have been trained?
‘ m&&r line of thought or ability, after
TOWN up in one special activity. Will not the
of his ownership, or the employe who had
1 be a wage slave to

o8 """."

]

vate lines, live exeept in some form of public wage serv-|
ce?

Is there ANY line of human enterprise that under paragraph
one, even of the “modified” Oregon platform, can not be
declared a profiteering monopoly for the state to de-
stroy ?

Does not the Non Partisan League bLelieve that the multi-
plicity of present taxes comes from inefficiency in public
office?

Is not this criticiem directed against partisan polities?

Following the argument of the Dakota League, that “parties”
+ are corrupt and that a Non Partisan administration is
the remedy, is it not true that an organized Non Parti-
san party is the only remedy?
But—is not the Non Partisan party a *“political party,” with
every objection thereto that can apply to any party?
Will not the extension of partisan public service, to include
all of the activities actually enumerated even in the
emasculated Oregon platform, build up an organized,
non-producing army of highly-paid, powerful politicians!
who will ride the state as no previous political party
ever had one-third the numbers or one-tenth the power
to do?
Is it not true that under the exact wording of the Oregon |
League platform, defining the attitude towards “profit- |
eering,” it would be possible, without adding a single
word or thought, for the League or any organization
in power, to declare any medical practice, any invention,
any business, any artistic employment that men can en-|
joy, as a monopoly to be restrained or destroved? |
Does not the second paragraph of this platform provide state |
authority for raising funds to carry on any such anti-!
monopoly campaign, after the party in power had pro-
scribed its victims?
Does not a subsequent paragraph expressly provide for ex-.
cessive taxation of proscribed businesses, to pay war or
presumably other bills, one of which would be fmanungw
state competition to ruin themselves?
What could be a more glaring example of “surplus wealth”
than a farm, appropriated or bought cheaply from the|
government, paying its way all its life, always a monop- |
oly, and increasing in value by the birth of every luck-
IL‘-H landless babe, until it now sells or is held for a val-
ulation up to $500 or even $1000 an acre? l
The League platform, plank six. would tax war costs to “sur-|
plus wealth” by income and excess profits tax. Would
it not be fair to the landless late comers, to include “un-
earned increment’” as a just taxation basis, as a profit-|
eering that the state should control ? .
Is it the truth, or is it a lie, to declaim against “monopol\"

industry and dexelopment while retaining similar mo-
nopolistic rights for one’s self ?

for a similar self-righteous declaration?
Is he an honest man, or a thief or merelv a mistaken zealot,

vator, or mine rights, a robber and an oppressor, yet who
holds for himselt an infinitely greater monopoly carry-
develops a railroad or a mine?
—G. X.
SLAUGHTER SIDE-STEPS; WANTS NAME OF G. X..

Editor Statesman:

- In your issue of September 8, 1921,

friend” G. X. in his effort to discredit the Non Partisan
League of Oregon, opens the flood gates of his vocabulary
and pours forth a torrent of words in thc form of names, epi-
thets, assertions, conjectures and assumptions that I can not,
hlope to equal. As a word juggler, I confess, I am not in his
class. \

Some one has said that we see what we look for; and 1
fear that my friend is looking for butcher knives and bull
dogs; and seeing them where none exist. Imagination is a
good thing, but needs to be controlled.

It seems to me that my friend is unnecessarily harsh in
his designation of those who may not see things from his
viewpoint.
member the words of the New Testament relative to calling
another a fool. Again, is it not just possible that one might
differ with G. X. and still be honest ?

G. X. says:
the announced progrzm outlined by Mr. Slaughter is the full
program intended.” The program quoted was in full and not
1 mere outline. It is the full program and will continue in
its present form until such time as it shall be changed by the
members of the League, who are citizens of Oregon. No
one expects the Republican platform to remain unchanged in
s present form. Then why rave about possible changes in
the Oregon League program? Why not discuss the present
orogram without rancor, vituperation or misstatements of
fact? Asserting that something is a lie, or that some one
8 a liar, proves nothing unless evidence is submitted tc
prove the truth of the assertion.

So far as I have been able to learn, The Non Partisan
League state government of North Dakota has robbed no pne
“of as good title to the earth's products as the farm land
owner’s.” If G. X knows of any who have been so robbed,
he should produce the evidence. The members of the Non
Partisan League in North Dakota claim that they have noth-
ing to hide and court the fullest publicity. Why not take
them at their word?

Again, my friend says, “To restrain monopolies defined
by the League. is to reduce both owners and workers to wage
servitude.” I regret that it should be thought necessary to
submit such statements as a part of a serious discussion.
Nothing of the kind has happened in North Dakota, and
neither will it happen in Oregon; and I have confidence in
the intelligence of G. X. to believe that he knows this to be
true.

G. X. asks: “Would the gentleman argue the question?”
If he will word his question so as to make it clear and make
it pertinent to the issues involved, I shall be pleased to dis-
cuss it with him or find an exponent of the League to do so.

No doubt “it would be wasteful to discuss every proposi-
tion brought up by Dr. Slaughter for wonderment.” Yes,
almost as wasteful as to attempt to name the various thlng\
discussed by G. X. that are not the issues under discussion. |

My friend asks questions so involved and complicated
that it is difficult to determine exactly what they may mean,
or of such a character as to require for their structure prem-
ises that exist only in the 1mngmatnon of G. X., and asks
whether I will answer them “yes” or “no.” 1In answer to this
part of his cunningly constructed argument, I wish to say
t.hnt I shall be delighted to give a simple answer of “yes” or

“no™ to simply constructed questions dealing specifically with
the issues presented by the program of the Oregon League;
provided, G. X. shall sign his legal name to such questions.
If I am to answer questions, | wnh to know who is propound-|
ing them. “As an honest man™ my friend should not object |
to signing his name to his questions. If he does, why?!
Very sincerely yours,

—A. SLAUGHTER.
Salem, Ore., Sept. 9, 1921.

General Dawes, the maker of
the budget, is a musical compos-
er. Why not call his latest com-
position Helen Maria Dawes?

generally abandoned by those |
tion. during and following
war. The hair of

business man would
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and “profiteering,” and destroy the fruit of other men's| .
Was not Ananias, the master-liar and thief of history, wldl"‘!
who calls another man with railroad, or power, or ele- |

ing the power of life or starvation over all mankind, |
whose title was not a shade better than the man who|

“my new found

I would suggest that it might be well to re-|

“I hold that he is a fool who believes that |

who have kept clese t¢ the situ: “l

gray with some of the ventures g
| of the government and, not only

that, but he would

Siire thing.

Of course, t 18 none of ovr-
husimess, but what was In "“the
kitty" when the oil men made
that agreement wilth Presiden
Ozreeon? —FExchance

Why not trade some of that
rold stacked up In the United
States frearury for a bit of bLusi-

ness improvement? That is one

case where Jt [3 not profitable to
have too mueh money on band
—Los Angeles Times.

Manuacturing, slogan for next
Thursday. Are you beinz ovei-
looked? If so, please hold up
your hand. Today or tomorrow.
There are a lot of maniafacturers
in and around salem. Mnore than
Lost people realize.

Elika Ract  has  dectined all

further pubiic service nn account
of his advanced age,
5, and there

Elihu is bhns
plenty of peo-
ple in and around Salem older
than he i who are just getting
fairly started in the race of lifs.

are

1t Is announced that in spite of
the tragedy a4t Hull, this govern-
ment will go right on in its ex-
periments wilh
with a sailing
Lty eross

yreal dirigibles
radius sufficient
the ocean. The loss of
mest lamentable, but the
march of pragress is forward.

was

The proposition 1o wppoint
cighteen additivnal United States
distriet judges to lake e

congested calendars

are of the
canged
the flood of liquor coses sounds
well, but it 1s not the hest thing
done United

jurisdiction

bv

be Give the
commissioner

of these cases,

.‘-t;ltv.-
put hita on a sal-
ary and the congestion will dis
appear. ‘Ordinarily, he can ill--
pose of a half dozrn ~ases a day.
No judge, with the machinery of
'the federal court, can do that.

| Los Angeleg Times,

NOT SKY GAZERS

Airmen who have flown over
inngles and big gume country
| @2ree in saying that lions, tigers,
leopards and other terrors of the
*ild never look up at an airship.
{ 1l the plane passes closely over-
| head, they may seek cover be-
| canse of the noise o’ the propei-
but they never cadt a glance

A sell-

ler,
!al the machine itself,
respecling ieely it beneath
-bn dignity to notice g buzzard,
"lm] he appears to have made up
lils mind that an airplane is only
an enlarged buzzard., The rhi-
nocerous {s mbout the only mass-
ive creature of the jungle to show
| ex¢ftement over an airship. He
can't see it, anyhow, and is natu-
| rally of an irascible and petulan®
'nalurp. Te thinks it is some
huge tsetse fly that is about to
sting him. When the airmen take
'ln hunting big game from their
the weld animals will
learn Lo fear and respect them,

iion

| planes,

JACK OF ALL TRALES

General Charles Gates Dawes
has the mental versatility of a
Roosevelt, His book on the war
is one of the best zellers, and

the phonegraph record of his com-
roszition for the violin has als=o
made a hit with lovers of musie,
As a Dblunt and vigorous-spoken
soldier, he furnishes one side nf
the picture and as a dreamy mn-
sician at his ha
another.

piano presents
He is alzo author, bank
<f, mannfaciurer
el arbiter
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LIQUID ASSETS

The

anx-
ious to have our national assets
oi a ligquid character. But when
a mwan has a eellar tull of liguid

bankers are alwass

assets he is alwayvas afraid of th
rrohibition commissioner
THE COLD WAVE
Folks at Yuma, Arizona, are
getting hot at the cold way they
are being treated by the weather
burean, It seems that the tawn
ig over 1%0 degrees short on its
recular rations of elimate sinee
the first of the year. There

have been whole davs when the
thermometer would bardly get
104 in the shade., The in-
habitants are gzlad they
in the

above
do no

have to stav shade,

EDITORIALS
OF THE
PEOPLE

Stayton Postmastership

Editor Statesman: As ona ol
the candidates for the postmaster.
ship at Stayton, Ore., I wish to
subvert the minds of the reader:
of your paper to the statement of
one of the six taking the examin-
ation as published in vour issue
of September 10, as to the ex-
perience of E. B. Waters in pos-

tal work. First that as a time-
keeper at Idanha, I filled the of-
fice” for a logging camp, that 1

worked in 15930 at Stayton,
Ore., also in 1921 and that the
statement that 1, served as post-
master at above mentioned place
for the past year is erroneous.
Second, that I served as assistant
poslmaster at Stayton, Ore. from
1896 to 1912 under my distin-
guished father and that I assumed
Full charge of the office work
naking reports and the general
routine work connected therein
and that I am fully qualified for
the duties required in the postal
work.

Having been  schooled in thje
work by the late Captain W. S
Watters of eivil war fame and
who was postmaster 15 years; that
[ came to Stayton at the tender
age of 8 years; schooled in puh-
lic and high schools at Stayton.
Ore., graduating therefrom, at-
tending college, taking normal
cenrse and hold stata life eertifi-
cate. Third, that my permanent
residense has been here from
1882 save and except {rom No-
vember 1913 to June 1915; that
I own my own home, pay taxes
and vote in Stayton precinct,

Is this not qualification
enough? Further, that it is the
desire of a majority of the busi.
ness men and the general public
that I succeed to the office. Re-
spectfully,

—E. B. WATTERS.

1 vl throwing

ishaed in the tiagedy at Hull. Thera

BITS FOR BREAKFAST‘ is this to be =aid in Tavor of dy-

- | ing in an airplane secident—they

* Fall nights d} » more quickly than when In'an
% '% % iutomobile smash-up.
The road to Jefierson will be
open just In Gme for the circus | — Usa Ststecman Massified Adn, —
! = % % ) ! - ‘ r
Some gne sugeessts that the r.a::-ll
to nermaley ouzht 1o b pavesd, 86
4% to make poing easier
Y %N n
Of counrse, Salem will do every-|
thing possible to help studeats get l
through Wilhilametie wniversity. ) ‘
There is need for vried ae-|
tion. .
b T T {
I'nder the new tarif{ law being | .
considered, skeletvms cre on ths |
frr list. Including the opnes o} ~ ?
e closets. ' No straining or peer-
Fatt \l‘b.. LT. .-qr‘ plaved in; ¥ 'f ﬁt »
atly ¢ UCKie ones LA VeE ‘R
Salem. Not that it is any credit; 1 !" t we m 1
I ' glasses—comfort and
Willamette university will open ]| .
next “l!l.ldu\ state fair the fol-[]] ﬂCCllﬂC’ .“.ld.
lowing Monday; Salem public | : I
schools the following Monday. ’
Busy davs just ahead for Salem. | 3
= % % {
““The Non PRartisan Leagne hus =
as much chance of getting contraol Y
| in Oregon as there is of bullding #
! a rallroad to Mars., The pity =
:hal there are any suckers all all in | OPTICAL CO. ;
this state who can be separated l -204-211 Bal¢m Bank of 4
from their 18 ner by thaf bue- Commerca Bullding |
caneering bunch of bunko steerer=. i}| Oregon’s Lamgest Optieal >
L " | : Inutitgtion "
Senastor La Follette has begn l _
allowed expenses amounting to | <

$5000 for defending his right to
This is our w\0
money away. |
= % % '
An English warship will hrln_’

home the American dead who per

WRIGLEYS

“After Every Meal” o &

a seat in 1918,

\_

this low-cost ald to

CHEWING GUM

characters, and yet lie iz alwavs
trying to aveld notoricety and the
limelight,

THE GOOBER'S DANGER

The peanut growers of America
recent convention assembled,
develeped the alarming faet that
their product wus menaced by for-
eign competition of the
sidlious sort. The
nut is said to be invading b2
peanut’s [feld, and all the pea-
nut's friends are asked to rally
to its support.
The appeal for
hased not only wupon its long-
establizhed position as a popular
réfreshment, but upon its 100 per
ednt Americanism The peanut
is, aboriginal; it was here before
the white man. As goobers it

in

most In-

the peannt is

orienta] earth |

geat. Detween times he smokes
A cigar that looks to be & (oot
long. He is one of the nation's | —
nmost picturesque eznd  eapable |

bears =n indigenous name whlcb;

smacks of the soil.

| American-made thing ahout onr
| great American institution, the
| eircus, which has gradually ad-

| FUTURE DATES

D"-'«p!mber 17. Bsturday—Constitntion

Sentember 19, Monday —Cireunit Court

r
|
|

term heaeine

September 21, Wednesday —Sells-Flote

irems

Rentember 22, 23 and '.'!I.—»Prmlfrlnnl
Rovnd-up. :

Beptrmber 26 to October 1—Oregon
State Pair,

Bentemher 2R, Wednesdar—Sate an)

' #id commisgion ta apen bida on
T1.000,000 bonds.

November 21, 22 amd 23— Warion ecoun-
ity Teachers Institute,

It is the. most I

The F lavor: La’sfs

Oregon

S t t I ; |
Sept. 26 to Oct. 1 4

A wealth of agricultural displays. BN we 1
Magnificent livestock exhibition. - '
Splendid machinery and tractor exhibit. »

Greatest horeshow in the northwest. '
Excellent races, and amusements. .. & -

Special attractions, day and night. uts X Y

Good camping and parking grounds,
Excursion rates on all railroads.

“A. H. Lea, Manager, Salem, Or.



