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| A BRIEF DESCRIPTION AND HISTORY
OF THE STATE OF OREGON GIVEN BELOW
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Tracing Back

(The following matter is l'e',li':!;!lf‘l;:lnt sum of about $15,000,-) Americans and Englishmen. This
L 0o, =

The Lewis and Clark Expedition |tion agreement, and it was to_run

printed from the Oregon Hlue
Book of 1917-191X, prepared un- |
of Governor

the direction
ot |

W. Olcott, then secretary

‘redit to the authors is | 1853 and 1859, the first Marion t bed Stapleton '
l!u: tntlrr::l hod: of the ml(&l?”' -puorcht&e e mule.hnnd - h,m1:3;?p{;?.;(l:2e‘;;rrelgo.:l couII;Iry :T”Btﬂl;’h parliament and the public The government, looking to the | house. Th:rrvo w::“n, wc::(;:l: :‘:.: ut't‘lla:‘ilr ‘::t,ic::rt:::ot:;‘;o;‘::'::ﬂc::ﬂil:.: ,J’::"munmtn‘o?t:;
' |more than to any other man, ex-| rade. ut this| of the necessity of abandoning it. | Prospective settlement of large|court house on the same site that : y & \ :
Sent: Mabodean. 45 . trade was so profitable that the|The British Sinet, s portians of the _ , : site that | threafter, if necessary. There ap- | Sslem The first large under-
Oregon :L?llllll:: was m::.: t:‘tgx.:ll:l:i.tf | great fur companies, both English | Robert Peel, lic:al;;r decr::;le:o ulrr- : about lh-'ﬁi. tt;pe:tcl'::::;ri:il ll?:gllnlt ' ::; lauo:r::::d::az;pf::l‘ 'abn“th::: E the se c[ouslderatk:’n, R | e Constractitn ¢ SN K. gt
Oregon, central state of Pa- ed States. Jefferson had long and American, tried to get control | fer the forty-ninth parallel of lati- | dian title by purchase from the | burned on the site of the present “'l‘ne‘rr':‘.‘:a: ;n?: c::::t;nj'u'duc'n:dtw:ll::ml::rlﬂw‘ wiila . Uar

eific group. lles between 42 .nd’i‘boen interested in the country

46 degrees, 15 minutes, north |
jatftude, and 116 degrees, 45 1
mioutes, and 124 degrees,

minutes, west longitude. 1
Qregon is baundt‘d on the south

Washington,

the Pacific ocean. N

resent area of Oregon lu‘:pruved fruitless.
The p the purchase of Louisiana, hmv-is"n and tea and other valuable
ever, he proposed to the United
States congress the fitting out. of
an expedition headed by army of-

96,699 sqpare miles, consider-—l
ably more than 1000 square miles
peing water surface. The slate
has 300 miles of coast line, ex-
ciusive of indentations. The

east and west is about 350
miles, the length north and south

¢

the Beginnings Over a Hundred Years Ago—The Louisiana Purchase
and Clark Expedition, (he Oregon Ques-tion, Settlement of Conflicting Claims, Hud- |
son’s Bay Company, American Pioneers, Saving at Old Champoeg of Oregon to the |
Union, Provisional and Territorial Gover nments, Political Summary, Efe. '

of the Uniged States when this,

:ndlu ?a;l)' as 1783, before the
reaty with Great Britai -
30 | ned.’he snsnmﬁi do (‘}:o;? ;‘:,2_.' a chain of posts, All furs secured
ers Clark an exploring expedition | ¥°5t Of the Rockies were (o be
from the Mississippi river to the| S2'7ied to Astoria, also the furs,
. Pacifie ocean.
py California and Nevada, on the | entered upon other plans which
east by ldaho, on the north by | promised to afford information
and on the west by concerning

of the Missouri river, find their|
way to the heads of other ""e“!he did not see fit to revive his

lel

was known as the joint occupa-

for a period of 10 years. At that

Thomas Jefferson was president |
time no one thought seriously of

of it. Mr. Astor was first on the
ground with a plan for connecting
| the trade of the Columbia valley
i with the Mississippi by means of

est of the Allegheny mountains,

| secured by traders along the coast
!tu the north and to the south of
| the Columbia were to be as-
| sembled there. Thence his ships.
would carry them to China and
the far east to be exchanged for

Jeflferson had also

the western halfl of
orth America. All of these
Shortly before

goods for the markets of the At-
lantie coast. Astor made a good
beginning, but his losses incident
to the war were very great and
when in 1818 Astoria was formal-
ly restored to the United States,

cers who should trave the line |

w

crest of the Rocky mountains,
would touch the river,
rooted
ment and people in this demand
for the Columbia river boundary,
that it required the evidence of an
unmistakable
Americans to take adverse posses-
s.on of the country to convince the

the death of a

#_

1“ boundary between the Br“{]h?l‘loﬂ' spread into new districts like
|and American territory west of
{the Rocky mountains the forty-
lninlh parallel
British were not satisfied with
lllut boundary and later, on sev-
eral occasions, demanded that the
Lawis ltfulumhla river itself be made the
oundary from the ocean .0 the
point where the forty-ninth paral-

th

of latitude. The

te
ca

. extended westward from the|nj

So firmly
were the British govern-

w

tendency among

| tude drawn to the sea, but run-:!ribes, who were induced to con- |
ning south and west around the | eentrate their people upon limited | buildings are
south end of Vancouver’'s island  areas called reservations.
l:d through De Fuca's strait to
the ocean. On this basis the boun-|of ife, the o
dary question was settled in June, - restriction of huating
1846,

and Oregon became defl-‘

ment 0

Fer many years there was no | '€d. Occasions of misunderstand-
civil government in Oregon other | standing with government ageénts | ed $700 from Paul Darst, at 15
than that exercised by the Hud-| Were abundant ]
son's Bay company; some of these | inces were nol rare.
mepn had the power of justices un-| was the formation of new Indian
der the laws of Canada.
Americans began coming to the | murder of white men, and finally
country,

When | ¢

a different government |
as soon demanded, In 1841, on1‘
settler, Ewing

the coast country both of Oregon
and

slight extent even thé great in-

Lecame
for coal.

to the gold region.

general prosperity of the north- |

and grazing privileges—in short,

the new conditions
nitely a part of the United States. | caused the Indians much real suf-

The Oregon Provisional Govern- | fering and called out a vast deal

wWar.
Sound,
| Rocky mountains, these struggles

e valleys of southern Oregon,

A

Washington, and to a
rior country east of the Cas-
des. The Pugt Sound country
noted for Ilumbering,
ills gnd shipping, also In time
Southern Oregon fur-

shed cattle and other supplies |

The Indian Wars |
The only serfous check of the |

€st, after the gold discovery,

capitol—and the
| age.

The change of habitat, of mode |

generally— | BEoyer, discloses
_ ‘rowed $1100 from
f bitterness and revengeful hat-

and real griev-

The result

onfederacies, the pillaging and

From Rogue river to Puget
and eastward to

averaging approximaltely 275 | fMlowing westward or southward.|, .ae ther Young, a first attempt at a pro- raged from year 1 - first court house
miles. and by uplorh_:g these discover . = e visional government was made by | zovernment :entr u?oo';;:ar{rho.nll; th

Oregon originally included |the most practicable route for The Northwest and Hudson Bay | the American settlers. The chief |the end performed valuable serv- | contractors for
washington and Idaho and parts commerce to the Pacific océan. ‘Companies need felt was for a probate court

of Montana and Wyoming, having
an area of 292,000 square miles.
Oregon was admitted into the
Unfon February 14, 1859, and
had at that time =2 population of
sbout 53,000, For act of con-
admitting Oregon to the
Union, see Lord's Oregon Laws,
solume 1, pages 25, 26, 27 (this
volume, page 30). For act of the
Jegisiative assembly of Oregon ac-

a
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Captain Willlam Clark were to be

was organized in accordance with

source, and crossing over to the | warehip which formally took pos-

head of the Columbia river, ex- | gaccion .
plored it to its mouth, which they | . of the post in the name

Captaln Meriweather Lewis and The Northwest company of Can-

ada was on the ground when As-
tor's party retreated from the Co-
lumbia, and in fact that company
had bought the furs and other
property of the Astor company
river to it ,rior to the coming of the English

t the head of this party when it

elferson’'s suggestion. They set
ut imthe spring of 1804, passed
p the Missouri

of the British king. The trade

Tth of Novem- | which Astor had begun was there-

eached on the

which could take care of the prop- l
erty of the deceased.
American frontiersmen, schooled
to self-government in the western |

second day of May, 1843, a more
complete government was Organ- |
jzed by the American part of the
settlers in the Willamette valley.

So these |

contract
ack and defense. And there were

states, met together and appoint-| many deeds of heroism | J. W. Grim, Jacob Conser and |  David McCul'y J. iI. Moorc. tions of the court houSe SRENERSE,
ed a “supreme judge with probate | he part of wives :mds n;o:::;', O::'il”lenjnmlu Walden were the coun- | R- M. Wade, A A. MecCully, T |Sen- - 3. Is PRUSSR SUR SR
powers.” Two years later, on the | home In short, the Indian wars | 'Y commissioners at that time,, McF Patton. . N. Cooke and # (time  Mr.  Boothby  became

of the Pacific northwest have all ' and there was no county judge.
the characteristics of the Indian |!D® commissioners attending 1o
wars of New England, the middle | Probate and all other matters. E.
westlern stales, or the south, They ,"'

THE MARION COUNTY COURT HOUSE PR O

It Reflects Great Credit Upon the Men Who Made up the County Court of that Day,
Believed in Building for the Future and in Joining Beauty to Utility, and in Not

Wasting the People’s Money on a Flimsy Structure—The First Court House Paid for
Partly by Private Subscription.

The beautiful and magnificent | The contraclors were to have the|in a railroad accident In the east, .
arcse 17O 3 i ¢ structure that I8 now the Marion | bullding
: i a series of bitter and | county court house and has been | 1572, and the offices of the sher-  ors and bullders of the coart

terrible  Indiar rar i - | stne g ; I Boo
sariad ho-n:'p::; wars which oc- since the early sevemties is not iff and clerk were 1o be undis- | house was W. F. thby, ably

nearly

The Old Court House

A search of the county records, | occupied by A. J. Basey, still a‘-by was long a leading resident of
|assisted by County Clerk U. G.|bhale and active resident, for thal| Salem, until his death a few years

county, on January 10, 1852, bor-

Iual the rate of 20 per cent per an-
{num Interest. and that it borrow-

per cent interest on Jan. 6, 1853,
the money being used in the*con- tetter buildings.
struction of the first court house,
;and that, in 1852,
'son was authorized to collect cer- |
|tain sums of money
the | been subseribed by individuals to |
| help pay for the building of the |

{guson & Montgomery were the
. the tuilding of
ice, but from beginning to end of | that court house, and they gave
this sanguinary conflict the pio- @ bond to the county In the sum
neer gettlers and their stalwart | ©f $18,000; though the amount
sons bore the brunt in both at-|°f the
seem to be stated.

Harding was county clerk.
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FINE AND MONUMENTAL STRUCTURE

Wheo

—

moved by January 1, The leader among the contract-

pt Willamette Uni-
present i A. B. Cosper and J. N. Matheny | versity. Aftérwards he was ons
the same | were witnesses to the contract. |of the bullders of tha ecapitol,

The old court house building|them of the main buflding of the
| became a livery and feed stable, | asylum for the insane. Mr. Booth-

two

that Marlon  purpose, part of the time; audiago. He owned the old States-
it was used for other business man building, occupled by this
| purposes, and stood there | paper for 40 years up to a few
‘throughout the seventies and lhel,e.n ago; up to the time of re-
| elghtiea, and, the writer believes, | moval to its own buildings, op-
into the late nineties, when It| posite Hotel Marin.
was torn down to make room for| When Lhe court house was ded-
|icated, B. F. Bonham was eirenit
‘judn. He had been a candidate -
On Februarv 6, 1872, bids wore | ::l.:.;: ?“P“:::"'.:': “: ';
received for the constrretion of Mr. Boise stepped aside, ." e

ihe present =ourt houss, ahd whai
was ealled the Bid of D. A. Misler, | 08 WAKISE Move 5 PINESS Preb:

W. F. Boothby and H. Myers, for Ir“cri "': the salary then pald eir-
§93.000, was accepted. o ’:‘ O ':. Oregon. At the
Waen the conltract came up to ::' erh..' l’..‘Bﬂl'::lM
| be signed. however, it was made Ih;r::lur n::;" I‘:.lh. rﬂ.-.:(
| with Boothhy k Stapleion. David | cotur B0 o 7
|A Ali'ler and H . Myers. and | '8 g Nie.
the following men sizned the| A. Bush, of the Ladd & Bush
| $46,000 bond that was require¢: |bank, largely financed the opera-

-

David Presley,

Ly

iy i i d e

A. W, Fergu- |

PR .
4 1

that had |

Alro, that Fer-

e A ———

price does not

alarmed over the finances, and
that he told Mr. Bush that he was

scared, whereupon Mr. Bush
plied that if any one ought to

F. Waller,

At that time, and during the
construction of the preseal court
[house, C. N. Terry was county

gt
PP LI

cepting proposais of congress in ber, 1805. Loulsiana had come | fore carried on and extended by | The meeting at which this EOvern- | congtitute, . with the ploneering| The building of the old court | jndge, and Al Coolidge and Joho scared it was himself, and for Mr,
mission to the Upion,|into the American union be- . ment was framed was held at N : . E| Boothby to go along his
::: I“M.%EONxon Laws, vofume fore the expedition set out, and ;l:: l:ﬂ{‘,':fﬂ‘,.“c;‘u':;ﬁ,’,, :::.:‘:_ Champoeg, a place near the Wil- :':,',_Od“' the herole age of Ore- 3333nﬁ;dcomr.uo?$°?n. ?;:;Ii}::ly&w;‘recwtho T c:m"l.::n:;: work, and he "‘“.::' bim
1, pages 28, 20, (this volume, |the Lewis and Clark party were| sorbed by or united with the old- lamette river a few miles below | "), ing of the Inland Empire ’or January, 1834, so that a con-|J. H. Matheny was sherift. through, and everything Wwould.
wage 31). able to bring back much valuable | er Hudson’s Bay company, and in | Salem. A full set of officers Wo2 | —x, .foonel e . tract was awarded to Wilie Chap-| In those days, bonds were nmot | SOme out all right. In mxﬂ- e
For laws of the United States | information about our new posses-| 1824, Doctor John Hel.;:uthnn. elected at this meeting “‘:’ the | ¢ oubles setllred T;;: Lhen::m:,: man to lath and plaster its rooms, | rold in Oregon, and a direct ‘ax | Mr. Boothby did a great of T
rchﬁllg Oreloll:, ;ecl Lo‘rde‘:llion- o the company’'s agent for the ::::l‘:' :;di‘:'“:n:::ﬁ'ﬁ::;ioz ":; citement began in-the shape otizt $1.49 a square yard; other  was hlevled running tl;mn:h two | construction work for Mr. Bush. 3
on Laws, volume 1, pag The Oregon ;s estion entire titim:Rocky mountain coun- compact agreed to by the settlers gold discoveries east of the Cas. |dldders having falled to qualify.|or three }run. n:d there was a — ! A\
46 to 2. Lewis and Clark's exploration |try, built Fort Vancouver om the ) o =T, " i " ravor of an organ-| C8de range in the region over | There was then a new county | gre~t deal of fault found on ae- The court bhouse has  besm’ -
of the Columbia aroused a deep|Columbia mnearly opposite the| ~ o =" . "o i emely close. Fif- which companies and battalions .Ic.ourl. consisting of Robert Chil-|count of the bhigh rate of laxes for | crowded from time to (ime, and :
RISTORY OF THE STATE OF |interest In the Pacific northwest | 2OUtH Of the Willamette river e8| .y persons, it is sald, were| A recently marched inle.t on |ders, John W. Harrison and Wii-[rack & fine befidag- S e e e T
: OREGON among the commercial people of :::d:eldqurten for the western| & nted in favor, while fifty :'“’"d and victory. Miners r“""“'l’h.'llt‘lhiuuﬁio‘e. tc:tnt;:lluioner-. d A N e Sy Sy o the N
. i e French Canadian settlers opposed ng (rcu.n the Fraser river mines | S S84 COUIY POUSEs Seere Al Coolidge was one of the|But the conclusion has al y
Dy Joseph Schafer, Department the TUnited States, It also| Vancouver was thus the me- it The latter were under the in- found ‘“color” in the sands of | \BF o George P. Litehfield, Who | ¢ o aare of the bank of Coolidge | been that this would mar '

of History, University of Ore-i
gon. ‘
Oregon Not a Part of the Original
United States

Britaln, in 1783, at the close of |

i
{he Revolutionary war, secured |

to the United States as their|
western boundary the Mississippt |

at least as far north as the Lake
of the Woods, to which the north-
ern houndary was
Lake Superior. At that time all
west of the Alleghenies was a
wilderness, roamed over by wild
beasts, and occupled in part by
sative Indians. Onmly two small
gistricts between the mountains
and the Great River were in pos-
of white people. These
“were fu what is now Kentucky,
shere Daniel Boone and his fel-
low trontiersmen settled just be-
fore the outbreak of the war, and
in eastern Tennessee, where oth-
from North Carolinia and Vir-
had made their homes about
same time. As yet, there
e few settlers in the Ohio
sountry, but there were some
: among New England peo-
e 10 oceuply lands north of the
river. The vast regions
‘west of the Mississippi to the
mountalus and beyond to
ihs Pacific, were practically un-
| ksown except for the tales of an
‘oeeasional trapper or trader
whose wanderings led him far be-
youd the borders of civilization
the remoter Indian tribes.
The country from the Missis-
westward to the Roeky
mofinthing had once belonged to
Frante, because as early as 1682
explorer, La
had drifted down the Mis-
sissippl from the Iilinois in small
boats, and had taken formal pos-
<
l

g of the country drained by
the  Missississippi and  its
~ fn the nameo otpuni‘:
th. The ranc
mna extended also
of the Missississippi to the
i { the Allegheny mountains.
Seven Years' war, which
b out between England and
F in 1784, and was conclud-
ed by the treaty of Paris in 1763,
made changes in the owner-
ship of the North American con-
tinent, X was eomlplete':r
suceessful, practically driving the
French from North America. She
tecured possession of Canada and
20 of the region once claimed
¢ east of the Mississis-
river. The French about
he same time ceded their terri-
west of the Missississippi to
Spaln. This remained the condi-
. Hom of things until the Revolu-
* lonary war closed. Then the ter-
eist of the Missississippi
the United States, as we
seen

i

jege

:Ei?

Lt

o

The Louisiana Purchase
After the treaty of 1763, the
islana, once applied to
lerritory between the Alle-
and the Rockies, came to

=

!i

‘west of the Mississippt to
erest of the Rocky mountains.
8 territory was nominally in
Bands of Spain. but it was lit-
H8ed by the people of that na-
o During the time that Na-
controlled the government
{he induced Spain to re-
islanna to France, for he

2F

2pges

St that time had some thought of | rise

bis ; £ the country. The trans-

_ ME Was made in Octber, 1800, By
‘i opening of the year 1803 Na-
having abandoned his no-

:- #8d becoming hard pressed
I " : with which to carry on
was prepared to sell the
o And in April, 1803, the
Vast region passed to the

sirengthened the elaim of our na-|
|tion to the territory drained by
the Columbia.
of that claim lies farther baek, for,
on the eleventh day of May, 1792,
Captain Robert Gray of Boston,
The treaty of space with Greal | .y, was trading with the Indians
along the Pacific coast for furs,
sailed across the bar into a great
river in about latitude 46 degrees,

. , stream. Gray's vessel was named
river, which was supposed to rise  *““The Columbifa.”
‘butowed upon the beautiful river

'wl;lch he was
white men

dreva. .from | known. Gray's discovery was first
published to the
George Vancouver,
navigator who had been sent out|
to explore the coast, but who had |

exclusively to the ter- pos

tropolis of a vast woodland em-
pire. From its wharves went forth
each spring the companies of trad-
ers and trappers, whose duty It
was to ascend the great river and
its branches in search of beaver
skins and Indian trade. The fleets
| of batteaux returned to Vancouver
in the fall laden deep with furs
destined for the oriental market,

Doctor McLoughlin was a type|!
of benevolent despot who ruled
kindly but firmly over traders, 1
trappers, rivermen, Indians, and
settlers alike. His influence over
the red men was slurprisingly
complete. Rival traders found
themselves wholly unable to dis-
pute his sway, In trade matters
he was inflexible., But as a man.
in his dealings with strangers of
every description, whether trader,

But the beginning

passed 30 miles up the

This name he

the first among
to enter, so far as is

worid by Captain
an English

fafled in his researches to find the
great river. A good many years|missionary, or colonist, he was al-
later it vlhn t?)nde lheub::tl: r:tozlwnn Il:ln(}. thm;ghtfull a':\d g:iner-
claim to the Oregon ter lous. In fact, the early American
the part rlELhe United S:ilta:. - Tnuers ll:;‘:::d ?regoﬁ hcioun:;y
Several European nation Ong &go o ca m the
asserted rights in this territory.|“Father of Oregon.”
The claim of smhi; w;:.: ll:el olg:sl American Plancers
. M

cl.e(m.l:clz} l'clnél‘;.h ﬁhel:l fr;m "Dartl The fur company raled over
N Peak the waters of the south | Oregon for about the space of 0ne
sea. he dramaticsily claimed po,_a:enenlion. Their business is at
session of all its coasts in behalf | best temporary; for when a coun-

try is wanted for the making of

of the Spanish sovereign. This 4.4
. ms and homes, the Indian trad-
shadowy claim was later strengthz| o "0, i rapper find their oc-

by the Spanish occupation of |
g:ﬁn{ Amm?l:a. México, Lower | cupation S“le- iln AOr:ﬂl:n. tl::
California, Upper California, and "ﬂ'ﬂl’hﬂ;e else ut :: "nm
by exploring expeditions sent ;:‘1 d“::”:::ntfor tr:d::um
northward from California as far gan w mi; e fu iraiee Wi
the fifty-eighth degree of north fosced to give way to the farmer.
o And though the Indian trade

de, prior to the exploration | & .
:).(ull:c notth Pacific coast by the pio.n’eered the way for civiliza-,
British. Then came Great Brit- | tion,” it was the frontier hrmen|

. Cap-| who now began to cross the plains
:x‘?;l T::m'%";g:? ?n. v;%t;r ma:;' ::dh lllhon:ntaln: yeatr nf‘t‘e’:’ y::;
lorations of many por-| Wit their trains of wa
:‘.or::ucl:tege northwest coast, “"li’.‘.‘;ﬂf.}.‘ﬁ? ‘:Ierre“:t' be “trl:o n::::
: dis- )
pn::::::d g:okw:uni:‘f:l‘lot‘l::d b'y'ﬂOl forget, however, that these
g:'iuuh trading explorers, who did | pioneer farmers ":ﬂ inl “:ﬂl p:’:
much to clear up the mgr:phy ?::d w::a 5.1::.?:‘(1“‘ rwm c.:r::rn"t -
orth of the Colum- _
g:'tl::':gi::dn south of Alaska, light of Christianity to thenobte;
Lastly Russia, -whose intrepid | nighted Indians of Oregon,

read passed Protestants and Catholics planted
l(‘:o'l::nltioar::ehl;.t:n ‘t:n Al:skn, was | their missions in the Oregon coun-

, and about some of these mis-
inclined to claim the teswifoty tnr-t:ll‘z“. like the one established in
to the southward. ' the Willamette valley in 1834 by
Settling the Conflicting Clalms. |, . eipodists under Reverend

In the year 1819, the United|jaeon Lee, were gathered gradu-|
States and Bminhmterﬁd into 8|41y small settlements of Ameri-
treaty known as the

Florida trealy | .an furmers.

Unit‘

- orth of the paraMel |
gid:2c::’s"re:!- By this time the| The jmmigration of the pioneers
United States was actively claim- | pecame important in 1842 when
ing the Oregon region. and the | gne hundred and twenty persons|
Spanish - cession Was thought 10| came to Oregon with Elijah)
e o S | A e
all claim Un ta E - |
N ag agent for Indian affairs west of

uth of 54 degrees and
i‘b"{:?ﬁﬁ north latitude. This| he Rocky mountains. The first |

tch of coast more thal| great immigration—perhaps nine |
lle;h‘d:':m in extent which Was| hyndred persons—came in ls:hl
now clear of all claims except | ynder leaders like Jesse Apple-
those of Great Britain and the| gote Peter H, Burnett, J. W. Nes-
/nited States; but the British | nith and others, This company
laiin was not so easy to get rid of | was followed in 1844 by a coms
. were those of Russia and Spain. | pany of nearly twice as large, an |
=3 Active discussion of these €ON- | thig one by a still larger company
flicting claims of Great Britain in 18‘5, so that the '“'lllmetlef|
and the United States began 88| ygjjey, ‘‘the pioneers landurs
ly as 1815, after the close of | promise,” was by the fall of
:t:: war of 1812, during which the | jargely occupied by the American |
| Astor company in 1811. was ""; had even penetrated the
en possession of by & British nava
torce. Under the treaty c:ntl ;:eac;
of 1814, the United States € .tm;-
the right to the restoration © Eonvn
toria. It was in this manner o
the so-called Oregon qnutlon.mu
tined to trouble the two col‘::d -
for an entire generation,

forests

' ation when,
d'scussion between Great
and the United States, the Brilm.:
govenrment in the spring of 1845

tions existing in the Oreﬁou :‘m::;

treaty was en-| ey jtself. Their agents loun
ore-d l:olztub:ndon by which. | willamette valley already well
tl t, the northern bounda {| planted and also found beginnings
'“l'-im was declared 1o ““‘}ot settlements near the present
S the Lake of the Woods west- | site of Olympia. in Washingion.
tm:‘l to the crest of the RockY  The government became convineed
| i t.l?iil along the forty-ninth | that the boundary question, whose
mon?lal of latitude: and second, gettlement had been deferred from
tie ountry Wwesl ot the Rocky|time to time since the year 1818,
:::u:ulm to the Pacific was :.:;Im“t u%w“l:‘.;::m.'“ s
fNared to be [ree und open to UAF| The Un

f_.,j' an government for the in-

trade and "~ settlement of |as far back as 1818 to accept as

fluence of the Hudson's Bay com-
pany, which was unwilling to fos-
ter any movement that might tend
to
upon the country.

Bay company, seeing the need of
some sort of effective government,
withdrew its opposition and now

Americans in the Willamette val-

sional government.
organization occurred in the year
1845.
and members of the Hudson Bay,
company themselves, headed by
Doctor John McLoughlin, agreed
to come under the jurisdiction of
the government set up by the
American settlers—to abide by
the laws, to pay taxes toward its
support, and to seek the protec-
tion of the courts established un-
der the new constitution.
Mr. Jesse Applegate, a pioneer of
1843 and a man of great personal
energy, intelligence and worth, be- | farming and stock-ralsing, and
longs the credit of '
new organization and of bringing |
the English company’s leaders in-
to it.

with Great Britain gave Oregon
definitely to the United States, it
was supposed that
government
formed by congress. This, how-
ever, was not done for more than
twWo years.
| sional government established: by
the settlers themselves maintain-
ed peace and order within the set-
tlements,
pelled to carry on a bloody war
against the Cayuse Indians, who,

the Whitman massacre,

short, remained in effect and “an-|

‘ing along

Some American settiers|

north of the Columbia us far as|
Puget Sound. This was the situ-|

after a long period of |
Britain |

fix the hold of the Americans
The following year the Hudson

bhe Canadian settlers joined the

ey In reorganizing their provi-
A further re-

At this time the officers

To Mr.
effecting this

The Territory of Oregon
When in June, 1846, the Lreaty

a territorial
would be at once

Meantime, the provi-

and finally was com-

in November, 1847, perpetrated

The provisional government, in

swered all the ends of a good gov-
ernment” until March 3, 1849. A
bill creating the territory of Ore-
gOn was by congress on the
{fourteenth of August, 1848. But
General Joseph Lane, who was ap-
pointed by President Polk to be
governor of the Oregon terrotory
was unable to reach Oregon umii
the following spring. He arrived
just in time to proclaim the new
terirtorial government the day be-
tfore Polk’s administration closed.

Effects of the California Gold
Rush

When news of the gold discov-

ery in California reached Oregon,

in August, 1848, there were in

that territory about 13,000 peo-

oped

| within the present

various streams and these nlznn!”“‘d - Felen d;‘,ﬂ:‘g‘m“: d;g:n:'

usefulness and
bhale and hearty
vas used for all
| meetings,

gious and

being followed up it soon devel- |
thal most of the utrumu]
flowing down from the Rockies
had during the agest left their
golden deposits in bar and sand |

bank at many points in their

lower courses. | old eourt house

?uttitted with shovel, pan and
‘pack” of supplies, made their]
way to the valleys of eastern Ore-
gon, eastern Washingion and lIda-
ho. Rich mines were opened also
borders of
Montana, in - Wyoming, and hirh
up In British Columbia. Pack
trains from the Willamette valley,
accustomed to go south to Cali-
fornia, now turned east to supply |

Clough

political.
otherwise.
| every function was held at the

| who then lived in Salem and the|
S.on hundreds, then thousands, | country surrounding.
The New Court House |
In 1871, a contract was let to | Purton, of Portland.
John S. Hawkins and G. W. Law- | had been
son for the removal of the old | Chemeketa hotel, now Hotel Mar-
court house to lot 4 in bloek 22.!lom,
Salem,—the nest block north and |
west:; just west of the Webb &
undertaking
the present day, and on the north
side ol Court street

bear*y of the structure, asd .
improvements bhave been made -
from time to time, to afford more
room, without changing the out-
side. There are now mezzanine
floors in the second story-—and
the bullding is again crowded.
doubt the time will come
when there will have fo
elevator system
der 1o use the u
ter advantage, and
heating system

in due time, oo, no dou
jall will be taken from the
ment floor—and in these
the présent  bullding’ will
serve for a great many
the official bome of
county.

& Me(Balne at Silverton, John
Clesy was one of the trust~es of
the Aurora colony, and Judge C.
| N. Terry was an able and far see-
|ing man. They belleved In bulild-
ing for the future and not wast-
ing the money of the people vn a
temporary siructure; and they
were wise epough, too, to join
besuty with wutility.

The architects were Piper &
Mr. Piper
architeet of the

resident here,
sorts of public
social, reli-
Nearly

by the people

+ el

g
.

i
!Eii
eiﬁ:

the

g

in the Dbuilding of which
Johm G. Wright, then 2 leading
Salem grocer and mnow commis-
sary at the state hospital for the
infane, was a moving spirit. Mr.
Piper was soon thereafter killed

L]

parlors of

near High.

the new trade. Steamboats were

almd tolt:h m&c,enim natural sec-
ons o e lumbia rover, wag-| o

on roads were opened and wagon | ;‘;‘;‘.’2 'st: :‘

trains employed to cheapen the T

cost of transportation. Fine vel- |

lcys near the mines were used for

soon—with mining villages, trad-
ing towns, wheat and cattle-rais-
ing, districts—the so-called inland
empire was wrested from savagery
and brought within the pale of
civilized life. Of course, great
arcas were still unsettled, as they
are today, but a firm beginning
had been made,
The Age of Railways

One of the most pressing needs,
both east and west of the Cas-
cades, was railways to transport
agricultural products to seaboard,
to connect the scattered settle-
ments to one another and give the
whole region a sense ol oneness
with the rest of the United States, |
We can not go into the
of Pacific rallway history here.
But alter a quarter century of dis- |
cussion, the first transcontinental |
railway, the Union Pacific and |
Central Pacific, was completed in | and
May, 1869. It gave a great im- ©f
petus to the development of Cali-| dates for office,
fornia but was of far less service | Practices law,
to the northwest.
ing began in Oregon in 1868, but/
under many bhandicaps. The Ore-
gon Steam Navigation company,
had portage roads at the Cascades
and The Dalles, and a short line |

ruary,
tion adopted by a

ber, 1857, This

til the adoption

ment.
bhave been
yote,

Great interest
development,

ocratic systems

May, 1917.

Walla toUthe boat landing at Wal-
lulah, Itimately a company or- v

ganized at Portland, but joined by | 7 O¢Ors® M
Mr. Henry Villard, completed the
‘road on the south side of the)
G‘olnmbhedrlver. and Mr. Villard, The genesis of
also gained control of the North- .4

ern Pacific railway begun some| . SOPSTEIERS
few years before. The two roads
were extended toward each other

ple, mostly on farms in the Wil-
lamette valley. A few were liv-
the shores of Puget
a few others along the
about Vancouver.

Sound,
Cowlitz and

rScVeral villages had started into

existence; amonz them Port-
land at the head of navigation
on the lower Willamette, and Ore-
gon City, the-oldesl and also the
largest place in Oregon. which
had a population of perhaps 800

iaud was tire capital of the terri-

tory. There was little trade or
business of any kind safe prim-
itive farming and stock-raising.
Times were growing dull for the
want of marketz. No one knew
exactly what destiny was in slore

for the new community on the
1!"3("”1".
| The rapid rise of California

decided to investigate the condi- | created markets for grain, meal

and other food-stuffs, also for
Jumber, Oregonians weére among
| the first to visit the gold [lieids
fand to
| precions metal.
| and general commerce increased
| hand in hand, farms were extend-
|ed and improved, mills and saw-
mills built; a spirit of hopeful-
ness, enterprise and progress took
hold of the people.

Meantime, population increased

more rapidly than before, and it mililon, one hundred

bring home a supply of the |
Thus production |

1 ) | was forwarded
| This gave the northwest not on-
'ly a through line from Portland

' needed bond to tie together the
| spattered setlements of the wide-
|spreading Columbia basin and |bY Semator
| w.th the Willamette valley and
| Oregon and California roads, com- |

pleted four years later, made the

On Febroary
Young died.

| tem for many years.

The New Age in Oregon.

|
| tler

the Paeific northwest.
the old Oregon country—occupied | 4, inistered.
already at that time by the state

|
of Oregon, the territories of Wash- »

tion of only 282,500, In the next

465,000,

was 320,000, while between 19004, 5¢ official act
and 1910 it amounted to 1.146- | nony of an

938 for the three states of Ore-
gon, Washington and Idaho, leav-
ing ont. of account western Mon-
tana. which al=o belongs to the
region.. The total population of

11910, in round numbers, two

of which Oregon had 672,765,
1,141,990, and Ida-

Sumumary of Political History |

The territory aof
was set off from the original Ore- |
gon in 1553, while ldabo terri-|
tory was created from terMtory |
formerly embraced in Oregon and |
Washington in 1863,
came a state in the union in Feb-
1859, under a constitu-

at Salem in August and Septem-

mained unchanged in any way un- | marks an important epoch in the

initiative and referendum amend-
Since then many changes congress admitting Oregon into
adopted by popular|the Union was approved and rat-

within
than a decade, of the so-called| On the third Monday in Jume,

nings | OTegon system” of government,| 1357, 60 delegates were selocted free. -
one of the most completely dem-

where in the world. Some of its  tutional comvention of our state.
features, aside from the initiative This body of men met at Salem

the referendum, are a system on the third Monday In August,
direct nominations of undi-i '

the recall, and the | stitution was adopted by those
Railroad bulld- | ¥irtdal autonomy of cities.

|  University of Oregon, Eugene, |

was soon to be built from Walla Organization of Oregon Provi- | ,iers of Oregon.

torical Soclety.

| country” dates from
{1838, when a memorial, prepared | standing

and joined together in September, | by J. L. Whitecomb and 35 others, |

| presented to congress by Senator before
| Linn on January
to the east, but furnished also the 404 piseonholed.
| A second memorial, signed by |
i 70 Oregon settlers, was presented
Linn in June,
and suffered the same fate. :

He settled

neral outline of our railway sys- | hill district In November.
| ge V. | and was the first independent set-

this American, leaving an estate,
The year 1883 may be taken a8 [4ised a new question—a serious
the beginning of the mew age in | one no law existing under the ¥hich composed our Union.

So
l-l'.u admitted to the Uniom
: the sincere and hearty
In 1880| ovisions of which it could be  When the galaxy of siates ob-|of (ne inhabitants of
|ened wide their queenly cirele 10| 000 o0 oup country. The
this emergency, immediate | sdmit Oregon into their midst it | : hid

| action was Imperative.
ington and Idaho, an@ a portion | .. jng was held on February 17.

of Montana—had a total popula- 1841, and a committee nppolmedl
. to suggest the necessary officers Al the time of our admission
| decade it gained an addition of .. were chosen '
From 1890 to 1900, In 4.5 Among these was a supreme
spite of the hard times the gain | 4.0 with probate powers. His

Young's estate on April 15.

Four subsequent meetings were |
held by the settlers during the |
next two years for the purpose of |
| perfecting the organization. The
last of these meetings was held

' i!
=8 l
*

THE CONSTITUTION OF

OREGON STANDS UNIQUE

Washington |

.........

The 14th of February Marked the Anniversary of the
tion of this Compaet rm the of this
wealth Their Codé of we.

......

Oregon be-

R PV 0

-

convention held

¥..

By Judge Peter H. D'Arcy

constitution re- The 14th of February, 1859,

it

H4
™

i

in 1901 of the annals of the history of Oregon.
It was on that date the act of

i
i

{ified. From that time the con-|
attaches to the | gtitution of our state went inlo
little more | effect.

}by the voters of the state of Ore-

in vogue any-| gom who constituted the consti-

1857. It was not until the 18th
a strict corrupt of September, 1857, thai the con-

‘dclmtu after careful considera-

—iJoseph Schafer. tion and debate. . ~ | congress. Not one of
On tbe second Monday im No- m"m"" ta
| vember, 1857, the action of tie | SERHCEs Fhat SOt BB A0
' constitutional convention was rat- | % SO ol :':" B
itied by a maljority vote of the) . :‘\0 sambess - &
sional Govermment | The constitutional coaveation work for our state.
Himes, Assistant|was composed of the brainy and z :uw&
Secretary of the Oregon His-|intellectual persons of ploneer | . .y 1o it has been handed
'days. They were actuated by a
to a free and Independent

' high and exalted idea of doing
American politi- | what was for the best interests
in the "Oregon | of the people of the Oregon ter-
Mareh 16, | ritory. TBT)' ve;e of nenpliarr
n. the community. |
| Looked upon as the besl ul.c-;::;“:: 'm:j::
tion which could be made to place  ~ , \ o """'tu l"
the voters for their appro- | g -

|with a part of the
1839, read | Y8l & document which would ... . nuiitutional convention
'u::::.:. mueh for the future of our 'high estimate | tormed In

The task accomplished by them | D07Bo0d dare of thele

speaks for itself. It was a splen- | :::"m :::“:m and 1
Gid comstitution and bore the Im- | o0 og by observation of ,“1 -
15,.1841, Ewing print of honest and nincere per- \..‘ their work in later Years. *

in Yam- %ons who were filled with an io- -»
» 1:::. spiration to place before the peo- | There was a romaves sad. &

| pie of Oregon for their appm;llm::‘:! :fm:h‘h’m‘m the set-
'a constitution that would tend |

| which appealed 1o the
to make our state second to lm“h “United Stat
ir the constellalion of stated

s

to Washington, |

28,

1840, |

The death of

of Empire had, in faet,
large number of pionesrs

|emigrated to Oregon, 1

was not realized what wonderful
| resources were Lo become a par}
of the United States.

q

Hence a

| the east with the west.

. . north,
the following | mto the Union the slavery 'l“‘"'rnlun::‘::. :::

' tion was one of the discordant!

| elements in our body politic. Thel:.‘::r:r:: ::
'question as to whether Orun"u. of the
|should be a free or slave state

| was one of Ih;ﬂ:ldul features
which was consi by our emi-
nent men prior to our civil war. |:‘ ';-.hlie -mz“
The taking slogan of Senalor secure the
Douglas, that of squattersover-| ... .4
eignty or the right of each terri-

was the appoint-
administrator of

the three states named was, Inl

thousand,

(Continued on page 4)

tory or siate to determine for ft-
self ‘whether 1t should be a free




