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there. We had & nice
and they helped us

other hoys we knew.
mess time found us visit-
yille, Or., ‘which was
streats from Salam, Or. 1
you about our trip back to
for it will give you more ideas
pirit of friendliness prevalent

y-

the head of eacdh company
it was the company mess kitch-
 likewise the 'oodplle Due to
2 cleaning-up that day,
w! re at the same
- On most of the woodpiles sat
eating their eveming meal.

.' oL certainly ate our way to Salem.

e im Portland, Or., 1 found my-
£ between two Irish stews. [ have

Ilm l.bout ;ood looking

men, but these jdezs failed to make
the decision for me. Finally the
boys decided it and one fed me a po-
tato and the other a piece of meat.
The other girls fared the same way.
Familiar Names Memtioned.

During the afternoon I had the
pleasure of meeting Colonel May,
whom Miss Kitchener knew very
well, "We also met his sons Frank
and Verne May, the former a lieu-
tenant and the latier a sergeant.

At headquarters company we talk-
ed with Allen Jones, Earl Headrick
and Herbert Savage of Salem.

Among others we met, talked and
shook hands with were Captain Neer,
Lieutenants Dana Allen, Francis
Banta, Charles Randall, Galliett, L.
H. Compton, Panl Wallace, Waldo
Finn, Oscar Chenoweth (last three
with Dallas company), Sergeants
Panl Hendricks, Victor Bradeson,
Malcolm Gilbdrt, Corporals Peterson,
Jacob Fuhrer, Roy Keene, Frapk
purbin, Frank Zinn, Glen Ackerman,
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Richard Hansen, Franklin Miller and | ex
soldier boys Whitney Gill, Eugeéne
Gill, Roy Williams, Hilbert Tasto,
Kennon, Thereon Hoover, Roy Rem-
ington, Breyman Boise, Edgar Row-
land, Bill Rimehardt, Carl Chapler,
Paul Maurer, A. O'Neill, Clau
Johnson, William Smith, Hayward
Foyle, Ed. Rauch, Donald Randall,
Victor Reid, Welborn, Phillip Ringle,
Will Sherwood, Aubrey Jomes, Cole;
Schauffér, Russell Breoks, George
Beck, Frank JPrince, Archie Holt,
Jack Bartlett and Sim Phillips,

1 will skip the last few minutes of
our stay and omly say that with the
Help of the boys and Frank Ziap's
and BIll Rinebardt’s ready wit, we
were able to leave with a cheery
goodbyée—the kind the recruiting of-
ficerd and returning soldiers talk to
the women !o*s about. However,
just at the edge of the company
street I ran Into Lieutenant Charles
Randall, my next door neighbor at
home, and 1 am afraid I “backslid™
in the next few minutes and he had
to face it for the whole bupch.

It was quite dusk as we left camp.
For a block and a half in distance,
soldiers were marching out. We
knew they were mnorthwestern men.
They were heavily ladem with bdig-
gage and they dom’t drill at night.
These men weére surely going some-
where. Perhaps they were carrying
some of their baggage to waiting
trains, or perhaps they were going
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to waiting transports. Our eyes tried
to tell us many things, likewise our
imagination, but at last one gives up
trying to understand it all and tends
to her own knitting.

Change Is Readily Seen.

We certainly were sure of one
thing that evening. Three girls left
Camp Mills more consecrated to the
service of their God and their coun-

try. They had a keener understand-

i ing of what service meant. They re-

i alized the radical change of 'plans
i{ that had come into the life of those

] men and boys they had talked with

that day. They saw the little Tux-
uries of everyday existence shut out
with one stroke.

They kbnew as mnever before that
every woman in the land must en-
list and not for spasmodie service
but to grasp every opportunity to
serve.

Doubtless among the home l’oms
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g:ne will be those whe will say “Oh,
ell, I don’'t see why we should
cease all our social affairs, our good

] times, and go around with long faces

and not have any fun, ele., ete.” No,
a {housand times no, but change the
style of your good times. Let your
evary pleasure come from service
and you will find that you have nev-
er known what trug pleasure s un-
til you begin to serve others.

| Thrift st Home Urger.

e boys have appreciated the in-
terest you have takem in their wel-
fard at Camp Mille.. That's afl well
and fine, but from talks ¥ have had
with them there are other things of
far  greater comcerm 40 them. The
nearer to France they get, the more
they will wonder jf in our land of
pleaty, food is being properly trans-
ported; ¥ every man ecapable of
working in a ship yard is hammer-
ing there. They will wonder If you
are drinking your tea and coffee
without sugar once or three times
a day.  Are there any smokeless (I
mean tobacroless) days in Salem?
{ Plenty of them in camp over there).
Are Oregon folkd living on the par
ishable foods aad transporting lhe
kind our great armies meed? Are
they working from eéarly marning tili
late at night without a whimper?
Are they In plain ciothes, ezting
plain substantial foodn. cuwu down
on laces and frifls and sk stock-
ings? Are they depriving themselves
of one thing (stop here toiihink of
what the snldiers have cut off their
list of heretofore comsidéred necessi-
ties) they considered  essential to
their happiness before the war? Are
they buying thrifi stamps er liberty
bonds out of their dally living ex-
pense?

I add our New York nddrm with
telephone numbers. We:wpuld be
haye
soldiers or sailors coming inte New
York, elip it and send. it to their
boys. It means as much to us to
see home boys as it dou to them to
folks,

Office addresa 201 l‘nnklin
«street, phone 5685 and residénce 415
West 118th street, Mordingpide 511,

EETTER NUMNER 2,

The New York thermometers reg-
istered 48 below last night and we
Orégonians rather rejoiced that the
Oregon soldier boys were noet here
to have a taste of such weather. I
have been where the thermometer
dropped much lower butl it was not
s0 cold, and cold weather in this
great city is an immense problim, 1
won't attempt to tothch om the coal
or traffic guestion.  Tha& coast pa-
pers will tell you abeut that but I
might say that every individual: is
palled upon to conserve his share
of lights and hot water. Im the of-
fice buildings where I spend my
days, lights go off at 7:20 and the
elevator servicé at 6:30,  whieh
means candles and s ten story walk
if you go back at night. We keep
reasonably ' comfertable: during the
day but mll the girls wear sweaters.

I notice the western papers have
had a great deal to say about Camp
Mills and thes hardships the boys
suffered there. One letter [ read
in the Oregonian sald *“We have me
tablées or even eovering.to eat un-
der” and “the boys will always re-
member the hardships of Camp
Mills.” Since everyone seems to be
renderidg an opinion on the subject
(and we must never forget that
every boy serving tdkes a different
viewpoint on wmaost every tgplc of
the day) I thought perhaps 8a-
lem molthers mlght like to have my
opinion,

Tells Her Own Ohservations.

First of all. T want you to keep
thiz in"'mind.” Mine are the observa-
tions of a woman, not a sentimental
young thing nor a sgured an the
wofld ftrpa. 1 visited camp several
times im variows kinds rof weather
and 1 don't go anywhere with my
eyes or ears shut nor armed with
prying quéstiofis. Neither do 1

ile pink or indigo glasses.

expected mulu. During the early
days of December we bid & very
cvold spell of some [iye days or more
but it was nothing compared 10 what
we are now having. Living in tents
was net & Sunday school picnic by
meams. Camp Mills was never
intended for a permanent camp ana
troops going there were bound for
Fran® shortly. ['was surprised that
our boys staid as long as they did.
Every tent had its pto e wood
in sufficient quantity to e fent
warm. They did pot hun meu halls
but the boys lined up and passed the
food kettles and then they could go
where they plessed to eal. If they
ate outside it was their choice.

There was one severe sleet storm.
Some of the tents had floors of run-
ning water, which made the boys
either cuss or move out but we have
zll seen the time we bave had water
a bit high in our basements, Most
of the boys did just as all of us
do when there is a storm on, close
the door and keep ss warm and com-
fortable as we can. However. Qre-
gon ralny weather or--theé-pold-we
are having now, wouid bkave been
much worse.

Third Blanket In Pack.

Unfortunately this cold spell came
om after the baggage had begum tqg
move and the third blanket which
you have heard so much about went
along. You see, when large bodies or
troops move it is petessary to divide
the baggage and what is known as
“©"” bagsage which contains all ex-
iras is moved befare tha boys go.
Of course our government ran't wait
on westher whea important moves
are to be made. , .

As to t desirabilifty of a camp
at that y - That is for wiser
heads than mlu to say. wever, 1
never lose sight of the that
transportation litles are the great
couumthn ‘here and - the ' health
record 1 believe from what we hear
will co re well with any camp.

Common sense tells me that what
the boys experienced here has betier
fitted them rhrliully and mentally
to endure what is eoming to them
later, and they will be just that mueh
::;her along the mdm than tlinmmn

0 go to sleam
barracks in this Mli?try.

We never heard & complaint from
the boys, even though we cquld ses
without being what serviee
meant. If say” body wm into the
army becaus¢ he (Bou it would
be a lark, he was eom aly cured
before he left here, and in spite of
what the Portland lad said, T belleve
that whed our boys gather round
some night after they have landed ln
France they will say, “SBax if w
went through any hudihlu in 'Clmp
Mills, I wonder what you can say
abhout the Frenchies?’ It will be af-
ter a time over Lhere, they will be
ready to runb out every black mark
they put down againgt that camp and
may even feel humble enough to in-
clude the ones they put down am-t
the old wegther man.

Discipline I's Mastered,

Boys writihg - howe from over
there say ﬂe; i a8 if ¢hey had
done nothin tar . fo ; m‘l’l"

- e

ple_are doing.

when they see what the French peo-

Our western men have had infense
drilling in these eastern army camns,
They have met and mastéered mental

and physical situations which a tew| *

years ago they would ssave com-
ered impossible. 1 mean by this
their phpsical endurapce, which
every tbinking person of today ad-
mits is a question of mental endur-
ance, has begen tested In a manner
heretofore undreamed of.

An eastern army officer whose
business for sonie years has been
“whipping men into shape’” as they
call this driMling process, told me he
bad never workdd with a finer lot
of men in hisg life. Of conrse. he
knew I was an Oregon girl and, proud
of our boys, 80 in ‘order {p make sure
he wasa't serving soothing syrup or
heart balm  to the
guestions. When I said *Why do
you say that?’’ he came hack guickly
with “Because | mean it,” and then
fact to?. He sald, “Your western
boys come from mall towns and
cities and are ateustomed to giving
an account to themselves. They
have initiative . and yet- they are
quick to obey ofders and respectful.

Individual Views Differ,

There is one important thing to
remember when sfich rumors comej
from any camp apd that is just
what I have mentioned before. Ev-
ery individual has a differeat com-
ception of hardship. What
be hard on ome boy would mtaqn
be noticed - by another. Youn
the pessimistic boys and you t
the optimistic ones You find
boy who is on the negative side of
every argument and every condition,
the hoy who is looking through dark
glasses all the time. You find the
boy who says he won't be .worlh &
continéntal after the war and you
find the boy who eagerly awalfs the
end of the war to go hack hom cm
trr out some of the things he has

’2,:‘ goes-—some boys will
i y éxperience as a step-
plng ‘stone forward in-life and somy
will hesitate to admit its benefits
and thereby hamper thelr own pro-

Another thing. Living today is full
of radical changes in our life plans,
be we soldier ar ciyllian. The way
we meet these changes s a test of
our gharacter. Will we meet it woth
bowed heads and stooplng shoulders
or wili .wa pit our heads in.the alr,
our shoulders back and
hgrdship square in t.bo
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