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CALMLY AT PUERTO
IlICO.

This being a campaign we

must, of course, expect to endure a
great deal of dust-throwi- ng and gen-

eral muddling on the part of in-

terested parties, says the New York
Commercial, but there is one thing
about which the country should re-

main as clear-vision- ed as possible
lest a great mistake be made, which
once mude would be long correcting,
perhaps forever.

The thing we refer to is the true
nature of the Puerto Ricnn bill. The
hysterical frame of mind is a ver3'
bad one in which to examine a
measure of this kind. "We may,
some of us, have been more or less
affected by the wild shriek for abso-

lute free trade with Puerto Rico as
a fulfillment of our pledges made to
the Puerto Rieans through General
Miles, and for a season have joined
the clatter which was simply designed
to put the administration in a bole
in this very important matter; but
now, after we have bad time to get
thoroughly cool, a mere glance at
this measure is sufficient to show how
much a burden it will be to the
Paerto Rican and how great a breach
of the alleged good faith which some
of the doctors laid down as our
guide.

Some people clamored for absolute
free trade with Puerto Rico. That
is just what this bill affords absolute
free trade nothing short of it. The
15 per cent of the Dingley law-rat- es

provided in the law have not the
slightest margin in them of protec-
tion for the mainland producer, and
were not intended to have. It is
not even a revenue bill, tor the
receipts from its operation are to go
right back to the Puerto Ricans.
Tho only thing saved by the bill is
the principle th-i- t congress has power
to place an important tariff on goods
landed here from our tropical isluiids.
That principle is fixed by it, and in
it there may yet prove to be the sal
ration of producers here on tho
mainland who may require protec-
tion nguinsl competitors paying their
labor 30 cents a day.

Judge Bennett, in another place in
this issue, claims that the "Railroad
i'lank," which is being distributed
among railroad men in these parts,
it the plank that was adopted by the

Democratic state convention and
tb:U lie worked nntl spoke for it in

the convention instead of ranking a
' speech against it, as reported by the
' Oregonian. In thut enso tho Ore
gonian should have been nsked
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PIONEER BAKERY,

I have re-open- ed this well-know-n Bakery,
and am now prepared to supply every-
body with Bretfd, Pies and Cakes. Also
all kinds of Staple and Fanoy Grocer es.

GEORGE RUCH, Pioneer cer.

Announcement
to you.

For .10 days after April tsl, I will Bell
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