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THE CHINESE SITUATION.

Trade iz the key to the situation
in the fur Fast; and very critical .hr
situation is,

All the greater powers bul Great
Britain want to possess the whole or
a part of China. They want it, ex.
cejt it be Russia, for their trade.
Russia wants it in part for pride
of greatness.  Whenever any one of
the three, Russia, Germany or France,
gets possession or control of new ter.
ritory. the first thing done is to close
its  ports  to foreign commerce.
French commerce is free in French
Africa, German in German Africa:
bu: the commerce of other nations is
excluded by Ligh duties. This fos-
ters their own wmanufactures and
their own shipping at the expense of
all others. But Great Britain does
no such thing. When she takes pos-
session of India, she opens every
port equally to all nations. Capada
or South Africa or Australis, as soon
as they bave parliaments of their
own, put their tariffis un British os
freely as on French imports.  Great
Britam believes in free commerce,
asks oo favors, but trusts solely to
the enterprise of her people to create
and preserve markets. She has suc-
ceeded better than apy other nation.
She baslthree-fourths of the commerce
with the far East, and she wishes to
keep it.

In order to preserve anequal right
with other powers in Chinese mar-
kets—and China, with bLer immense |
population, is expected to be the!
great market of the world for Enlo-
pean manufactures—Great DBritain |
bas ber treaties with China granting |
her privileges equal to those of the
most tavored nation. Those treaties
would lapse if portions of China
should be slienated to other powers.
They would not properly lapse un-
der terms of a lease, such as that by |
which Germsny has taken the '.:'rs_: '
nificent port of Kiao chau; aund Ce-

mapy &1 der English pressore \‘MM-

the point.

Greast Tritain has now declar red |
that her drade 1u China shall not thus |
be excluded. (reat Britain lives on
ber trade, and she can protect it
She hus pullicly declared, with the |
direct threat of wor. thal she willl
not sllow Russia to closc apy Chi-
nese ports. What she asks for is!
more open trealy ports wherg nll
commerce shall be cqunlly free to
enter, subject only 1o the equal tar] t"
which China puts on all commerce,
Ske offers a great and needed loan to
Ching, but on this condition, among
others, that three new open ports
shall be ereated, one of them Tulien-
wan, which is in Northern China,

which Russia proposes to secure for’

berselt. To this Russia strenuously
objects, because she wishes 10 be

overwhe!ming superiority, Japan can

= put a well equipped army in the field,

wuch superior 10 anything thut Rus-
sia can supply. Jupan has not for-
gotten how, under the threats of
these three combined powers, she
was compelled to evacuste China,
bolding ouly Wei bai-wei until the
indemnity should be paid. Ninee
then she has enlarged her navy: a
determined cabinet is in power: and

— the chance may have come which

seemed to be bers at the close of her

war with China, when China and

“Japan will unite against foreign ag-

gression, and with Great Britain to
belp them. It is troe that still China
is but an eggshell that can be eracked
by the slightast blow: bhut this may
not long be so. The regencration
that has come to Japan may vet
come to China; and it may come
rapilly if the pressure of foreign sag-
gression throws China into the arms
of Japan and Great Britsin.

The impending [artition of China
scems just now to be delaved by the
act of Great Brituin, who declares
that she will fight rather than aliow
o:Ler powers to shut her out of the
Chinese trade to whichk she has, and
to which she will insist on having.
equal rights. This is the key of the
situation. A few weeks will show
whether Russia will back down. or
whether we shall have war. We
propliesy peuace, for Russia is not
ready to fight in Chinese waters.

————
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able, before long, to control its com- |

merce for herself. Great Britain bas
the fleet: she has Japan bebind her:

sbe bas bebind her the moral support

of the United Siates,

All these powers wish free com-
merce with Ching: and Creat Britain
and Japan have a fleet in the Chinese
waters big ercugh 1o allow them 1o
do what they please. It looks like a
show of force. The Europesn powers

bave imsgined that Grest Britwn

was such a lover of peace that she
would submit to snything. But the
British goveroment Las :poken, and
behind it is the totul sentiment of the
empire, and with it is Japui; and it
seems probsble that Rossia cod Ler

sllies, Germany and France, muu.

ield.
3 the combiued navy of

Gieat Britain snd Jspanm, with its ' Pulizer Buiiding, New York
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