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PLAGUE OF BAD BOOKS.

DR. TALMAGE'S THIRD SERMON ON
THE EVILS OF CITIES.

i

e Makes a Strong Point Agulnst Those
Farents Who Tuke No Thought as to
What Their Children Shall Remd—An
Attentive Audience Prau-_nt.

New Yorx, March 3.—The
Ppernicious literature formed the subject of
Dr. TaloMze's sermon today, which wis
thé third of the series he I8 preaching on
the “Ten Plagues of the Clties,” The
Brooklyn Academy of Munsic was filled in
the morning by n dense crowd esger 1o
Bear it, and at night at the Christian Her-
ald service in the New York Academy of
Masic the doors hud to be closed lonyg be-
fore the hour of service, there being no
mpace wvnilable within the building for
more hearers. So large is the number of
those every week disapipointed of guining
mdmission that the project of hiring the
Madison Squure Garden has again been re-
wived. One citizen has offered to pay all
e expenses i the Garden can be secared
and Dr. Talmage ean be indaced to preach
dm it. The text of the preacher’s discourse
was taken from Ex. viii, 8, 7: “And
the frogs came up and covered the land of
Egypt. And the magicians did so with
their enchantments, and brought up frogs
mpon the land of Egypt.”’

THE ANCIENT PLAGUE OF FROGS,

There s almost s universal aversion o
frogs, and yet with the Egyptisn they were
honored, they were sacred, and they were
objects of worship while alive, sod after
death they were smbalmed, and today their
remains, moy be found mmong the sepuli-
chres of Thebes. These creatures, so - at-

tractive once to the Egyptiaos, at divine |

behest beciumne obnoxions and loathsome,
and they went croaking and hopping and
Jeaping into the palace of the king, and
into the Lread trays sod the couches of the
poople, snd even the ovens, which now are
uplifted above the earth and on the side of
chimneys, but then were small holes in the
earth, with sunken pottery, were filled
with frogs when the housskeepers came to
Jook at them. If a man sat down to eit a
frog alighted on his piate. If he attempred
to put on ashoe it was preoccupied by a
frog. If he attempted to put his head uapon
a pillow it hadl been taken possession of by

Frogs high and low and everywhere;
. frogs, slimy frogs, besleging
frogs, innumerable frogs, great plagoe of
Trogs. What made the matter worse the
magicians said there was no miraele in
this, and they could by sleight of hand
prodduce the same thing, and they seemed
%o succead, for by sleight of hand womders
may be wrought. After Moses had thrown
down his staff and by miracle it became a
serpent, and then he took hold of it and by
miracle it agnin became a stafl, the serpent
charmers imitated the same thing, and
kunowing that there were wserpents in
Egypt which by a peculiar pressure on the
meck would become as rigid as a stick of
wood, they seemed to change the serpent
into the staff, and then, throwing it down,
the stafl became the serpent,

So likewise tiress magicians tried to imi-
iate the plague of frogs, and perbaps by
smell of food attracting a great number of
them t a certsin point, or by shaking
them oot from s hidden place, the ma-
giciany sometimes seemed to accomplish
the same miracle. Whitle these magicians
made the plugue worse, none of them tried
%o make it better. “‘Frogs came ap and
sovered the laod of Egypt, nud sthe ma-
giciuns did so with their enchantment, and
Brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt.™

THE MODERN PLAGUE OF FEBOGS

Now that plague of frogs his come bask
upon the enrth. It is abroad soday, It is
mmiting this nation. It comes in the shape
of corrupt literature. These frogs bop into
the store, the shop, the office, the banking
house, the {sctory—iute the home, into the
cellar, into the garrel, on the drawing room
table, on the shelf of the library. While
&be lad is reading the bad book the teacher's
face is turned the other wny. One of thesa
frogs hops upon the page. While the young
womun is reading the forbidden novelette

after retiring at night, reading by gaslight, |

ene of these frogs leaps upom the page.
Indeed they have hopped upon the news
stands of the counury and the mails st the
postoflics. shike out in the letter, u
bundreds of them. The plaghe has taken
at different times posuession of this coun-
try. Itis on~ of the most loathsome, one
of the nost frightful, one of the most
&Khastly of the ten plagnes of onr modern
cities

There is & vast wunber of books and
mewspapers printed and published whioh
eught never to see the light. They are
#illea with a pestilence that makes the land
swelter with a moral epidemic. The great-
st blessing that ever came to this' natidn
is that of an elevated literatube, and the
Ereatest scourge has been that of uncléan
Hiternture. ‘This last has its victims in all
occupations and departments. It has
helped to fill insane msylums and peni-
tentiaries aml almshouses and dens of
ahame, The bodies of this infection lie in

she hospitals and in the graves, while their |

souls are being tossed over into a lost
eternity, an uvalanche of horror and des-
pair.

The Loudon plague was nothing to it
That counted its victims by thousands, bat
this modern pest has already shoveled its
millions into the charnel house of the mor-
ally dead.  The longest rail traio that ever
man over the Brie or Hudson tracks was
mot long enough nor large encugh to carry
the beastliness and the putrefaction which
have heen gathered up in bad books and
mewspapers of uhis lund in the last twenty
years. The literature of a nation decides
the fate of a nation. Good books, good
morals. Bad hooks, bad morals. F

THE LOWEST OF BAD LITERATUERE s

1 Iﬂg‘inmwita::n lowest o:vg the liters-
tare, whiech does not even pretand to
be respectable—Irom coverto cover a blotch
af leprosy. There are many woose entive
‘business it is to dispose of that kind of it
erature. They display it before the school-
boy ou his way home. They get

In the possession of these dealers in bad
Eterature were - nine hundred thou-
whom it wad thonght it MiIght™ be profit-
able o send these corrupt things. In the
year 1873 therewere hupdred and sixty-

in pu
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carrupt literature. m ope
bouse there went cut twen ﬁﬂ
«nt styles of corrupt books. Although
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Zreat in this country that the congress of
the United States passed a law

ko transmission of bad literatire

plague of |
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{ the Unlted States mzils, but there woere
Jlarge loops in that luw throngh whith
criminals . might crawl put, and the law
whs & dead failure—that Inw of 1883, But
I in 1578 another Iaw was passed by the con-
| gress of the United States against the
 transmission of corrupt literatnre throuzh
| the nails—a rand lew, a potent law. a
| Christian law—and under that law i
| tudes of these scoundrels have been ar
| restd, their property confiscaced and they
| thmselyes thrown into the penitentinrics
where they belonged,

HOW ARE WE TO WAH AGAINST IT?

Now, my friemls, how are we to war

against this corrupt literature, and bhow
are the frogs of this Egyptian plague to be
| slain} First of nll by the prompt amd iu-
| exorable execution of the law. Let all good
| postmasters nud United States district at-
| tornays, and detectives and reformers con-
| cert. in their aetion to stop this plague.
| When Sir Bowland Hill spent his life in
| trying to secure cheap postage not only
| for Eogland, but for all cthe world, and to
| open the blessing of the postoffice to all
| honest busineas, and to all messages of
| charity and kindness and affection, for
| all healthful intercommunication, he did
| not mean to make viee easy or to fill the
| muil bags of the United States with the
| scuhs of such u leprosy.

[ It oughit not o be in the power of every
bad man who can raise s obe cent stamp
for i circular or a two cent stamp for a
letter to blast a man ur destroy a hoae.
The posial serviee of thia country must be
| elean, must be kept clean, and we must uli
understand that the swift retributions of
the United States government hover over
every violation of the letter box.

There ure thousands of men and women
in this conntry, some for personal guin.
some through iohate ‘depravity, some
throngh a spirit of revenge, who wish to
nse this great avenue of convenience ancd
intelligence for purposes revengeful, sala-
cious and discbolic. Wake up the law.
Wake up all its pennlties. Lot every conrt
room on this pubject e aSioal thunderows
jand aflame, Lot the convicted offenders
be sent for the full teem to Sing S8ing or
Harrvisbarg,

I am oot talking about: what cannot be
done. I am tulking now sabout what is be
ing done. A great many of the printing
presses that psve themselves entirely two
the publication of vile literature have been
stopped or have gone into business less ob
noxioas. Whut has thrown off, what has
kept off the rnil trains of this country for
some time buck nearly all the leprous pe-
riodicals? Those of us who have been on
the rail trains have noticed a great change
in the last few meonths and the last yeamor
two. Why have nearly all those vile period-
| icals been kept off the rail trains for somne
| time bnek? Who effected it? These soci
| eties for the purification of railroad liter-
| ature gave warning to the publishers und
| warning to railroad companies, and warn

ing to conduclors, and warning to news
| boys, to keep the infermal stuff off the
| trains,
Many of the eities have successfully pro-
| hibited the wmost of that literature even
from wgoing on the news stands. Terror
| bas seized upon the publishers and the
dealers in impure litermstare, from the fact
| thut over n thonsand arrests have been
| mmde, and the aggregate time for which
the convictedd have been sentenced to the
prison is over one handred and ninety
| years, and from the fact that abont twao
| million of their circulars have been de-
stroyed. and the business is not as profit-
l able as it nsed to be.
THE LAW! THE LAW!
How Lave so many of the news stands of
1. our great cities beeu purified? How bhas so
much of this iniguity been balked? By
| moral suasion? Oh, no. You might ns
| well go inton jungle of the East Indies
| and pat a cobra on the neck, and with pro-
| fonud argument try to persuade it that it
| 18 morally wrong to bite and to sting and
| to poison usnvtbing. The only answer to
your arzument would bs an uplifted head
and a hiss and a sharg, reeking tooth struck
into your arteries. The only argumen:
for o cobrx is a shotgus, snd the only argu-
ment for these dealers in Impure lterature
is the clutch of the police and bean soupin
n penitentiary. The law! The law! Iin-
| voke to consummate the work so grandly
| begun!
Avpother way in which we are to drive
I back this plague of Egyptisn frogs is hy
filling the minds of our young people with
a healthful literature. Ido not mean to
sy that all the books and newspoapers in
our families cught to be religious books
and pewspapers, or that every song ought
to be sung to the tine of “Old Hun
dred.” 1 have no [symputhy “with, the
attempt to make the young old. I would
rather join in a cruogsade to keep the
young young. Bovhood and girlhood
must not be abbreviated. But there are
good books, good hiastories, good biogra-
phies, good works of fiction, good books of
allstyles with which we are to fill the minds
of the young, 5o thatthere will be no more
room for the useless and the vidous than
therg is room for chafl in a bushel meisure
which is already filled with Michigan
wheat,

Why are 50 per cent. of the criminals in
the jails and penitentiaries of the United
States. today under twenty-one years of
iuge? Maoy of them under seventsen, uu-
der sixteen, under fifteen, under foarteen,
under thirteen! Walk along one of the
corridors of the Tombs prison in New York
and look for yourselves. Bad books, bad
newspapers bewitched them ss soon as
they gob-out of the cradle. Beware of all
those stories which end wrong. Beware
of all those books which make the road
that ends iu perdition, seem to end in Pur-
adise. Do not-glorify the' dirk and the pis-
tol. Do not call the desperado brave or
the libertine gallant. Teach our young
people that if they go down into the
swamps and marshes to wateh the jack-o’-
Innterns dance on the decay end rotten-
ness they will cateh the malaria and déath,

“Oh,"” says some one, “Iam a business
man, and [ have notime to examine what
my children resd. I have no timeto in-
spect the bogks that come into my HWouse-
hold.” If your children were Threataned
with typhoid fever, would you bave time
to go-for thedogtor? Would you bave time
to wateh the progress of the disease? Would
you bave time for the foneral? In the

3 word is to ghis v ultitade of
young people: Do not ﬁ'.dgh.?ﬁo not bor-
row, do not buy a corrupt book or a cor-
rupé picsure. Arbook awill d aman's
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| and then dies out,

A cvlergyman, many yesrs
ago, piusing to the far west, stopped at a
hotel. He saw a woman ‘copving some
thing from PDoddridge's “Rise and Prog-
ress."”” It secned. that she had borrowed

the book, and there were some things she |

wanted especially to remember.

The clergyman had io bis sachel a copy
of Doddridge’s “ Rise auod Progress,"” and
50 he mude her a present of it.
yenrs passel on. The clergyman came
thut way, and be nsked where the woman
wus whom he had #een so long ago.
lives yonder in that beaatiful bouse.”
He went there and said te her, “Duy
you remember me!™ She sald, “No, )
do pot."”” He said, Do you remember o
man gave vou Doddridge's ‘Rise and
Progress® thirty vears ago?" *Oh, ves: |
remember. That book saved my soal |
loaned the book to all my neighbor, and
they read it an'l they were converted o
God, and we bad a revival of - religion
which swept through the whole communi-
ty. We bailt a church and ealled a pastor.
You see thut spire yonder, dom't you?
That church was built as the resnlt of that
book vou gave me thirty years ago.” Oh,
the power of a good hook!
the influence of & bl bool,

John Avgel James, than whom Kngland

never had & holier minister, stood in hid"

pulpit at Birmiogham and said: *“Twenty-
five yenrs ago a lnd loaned to me an in-
famous book.

back, but that Jook hus hannted me like o
specter ever since. [ have in agony of soul,

oo my kunces before God, prayed that he |
wonld obliterate from my soul the memory |

of it, but I shall earry the damage of it un-
til the day of my death.™
Bir William Rassell declared that he got
the inspiration for his crime by readin:
what was then o new and popular novel,
“Jack Eheppard.” Homer's “Hiad muad
Alexander the warrior.
#0., The story of Alexander made Julius

Caesar and Charles X 11 both men of blood. :

Have you in your pocket, orin yourtrunk,
or in your desk at business a bad book, a
bad picture, a bad pumphlet?
name I warn you to destroy it.
THE CHEISTIAN PRESS,
Another way in which we shall fight
back this corrupt literature and kill the
frogs of Egypt is by rolling over them the
Christian printing press, which shall give
plenty of healtbful reading to all sdults.
All these men and women are reading men
and women. What are you reading? Ab-
stain from all shose buoks which, while
they had some good things about theu,
have also nn sdmixtureof evil. You have
read books that bad two elements in them
—the good and the bad. Which stuck
1o yon? -The badl, The heart of most peo-
ple is like o siove, which lets the small par-
ticles of gold fall through, but keeps the
great cinders. Once inn while there is
mind like a loadstons, ‘which, plunged
amid steel und brass tilings, gathers np the
steel nnd repels the bruss, . But it is gener
ally the opposite. 1f you asttempt to plunge

| throngh o fence of burrs 1o get one black-

berry yon will get mopre burrs than black-
berries.

You canuot afford to read a bad book,
however cood you are.  You say, “The in-
fAluence Is insignificant.” I tell you that
the scratch of u pin has sometimes pro-
duced lockjaw. Alas, H through cariosity,
as many do, you pry into an evil book,
Four curiosity is as dangerous as that of
the man who would take a torch intoa
gunpowder mill merely to see whether it
would really blow vp or not. Iu a menag-
erie & man put his arm through the bars
of a blnck leopard’s cage. The animal’s
hide looked 80 sleek and brizht and beauti-
ful,

and mangled and bleeding.

Oh, touch not evil even with the faintest
strokel Though it may be glossy aud
beaugiful, touch it not lest ybu pull forth
your soul torn and bleeding under the
elutch of the black leopard. *“But,” you
say, “‘how can I find out whether a book i
good or bud without reading it?’ There is
always something suspiclons about a bad
book. I never knew an exception—some-
thing suspicions in the index orstyle of
illustration. This venomous reptile almost
always carries & warning rattle. :

. The clock strikes midnight, A fair form
bends over 4 romance. The eyes flash fire.
The breath is guick and_ irregular. Oec-
casionally the color dashes to the cheek,
The hands trembie as
though a guanrdian spirit were trying to
shake. the deadly book out of. the grasp.
Hot tears fall. She langhs with o shrill

voies Lhat drops dead at its own sound.

The sweat on her brow is the spray dushed
up from the river, of death. The clock
strikes four, and the. rosy dawn soon after
begins to look through the Iattice upon the
pale form that looks like a detained g

of the night. Soon ina mad house she ‘will
mistake her ringlets for curling serpenta,
and thrust her white hand through the
bars of the prison, and smite her head,
rubbing it back asthough to push thesealp
from the skull, shrieking: “Mjy brain! my
brain!™ | Oh, stand off from that! Why

| will you go sounding your way amid the

reefs and warning buoys, when there is
such & vast ocean in which you may voy-
age, all sail sat?
WHAT Is A BOOK?®

We s 30 many books we do not un-
derstandd  what a book isn Stand it on
end. Mensure it—the height of it, the
depth of it, the length of it, the breadch
of it. You cannot do it. Examine
the paper and estimate the progress
made from ghe time of the impressions
on clay, and then on to the burk of
trees, anil from the bark of trees to papy-
rus, and from papyrus to the hide of wild
beasts, and from the hide of wild beasts
on down until the miracles of our modern
paper manufactories, and then see the pa-
per, white and
waiting for God’s nscription.

mmands were written on tables
of stone, on down to Hoe's perfecting
printdng press. . -

A'book! It took all the tniversities of
all thie martyr firea, all the- civil-
izations, all the butiles, all the victories,
all the' defeats, all the" glooms, =l the
brightnesses, all the centuries to make it

A Booki” It is vhe thords'of the ages; it

is the drawi ruom . in u‘;inh_ 1 and

1ot Lo yresl youa. W
mhui on earth I would ";:;Iﬁlip that.
If I burped incense to Jdol I wonld
lnﬁﬂ -n.-lr.-ieﬁb Ph’%%k God for
good_books, bealthful bogks, il
books, Christisn books, books of mei,
books of women, Book of God,' It'is with
thess good books that we are to overcome

porrupt literature. ~Upon the frogs swoop
ith thess tagies. "1 much for the
of iniguigous literature upon
of ! books- - -Even good hooks
have a bard struggle to live, : i )
Polybins wrote forty books; only five of
thea left.. Thirty books of Tacitus bhave
shed. Twenty books of Pliny huve

Thircy |

“Shis |

But, alas! for ‘

He wounld loan it only fif- |
| teen minutes, and then I Had to give it

The assassin of |

Alexander sail i

In God's |

He just stroked it once. The monster |
seized him, and be drew forth a hand torn |

pure as ap infant’s soul, |°

| perished. Livy wrote
, forty books; only
| main.

| over seven hundred .
that wealtds of hi hy has perished, |
If good and valuable books have such a |
struggle to live, what must be the fute of
| those that are diseased and corrupt and
blasted at the very staurt. They will die as |
the frogs when the Lord turned baek vhe|
plagne. 'The work of Christianization will |
go on until there will be_nothing left but |
good books, and they will take the su- |
premacy of the world. May you and I live |
| to see the illostrions day!
FIGHT THE BAD WITH THE GOOD.
| Against every bad pamphlet send a good !
pamphlet: ngainst every unclean picture
send an innocent picture: against every|
scurrilous song send a Christian song:|
agntnst every bad book send a good book:[

and then it will be a8 it was in ancient
Toledo, where the Toletum missals were
kept by the saints in six churches, and t.be'
sacrilegious Romans demanded that those Il
missals be destroyed, and that the Roman
missaly be substituted; and the war mnwl
on, and 1 am giad to' say that the whole
matter having been referred to champions,
| the champion of the Toletum missals with |
one blow brought down the champion or|
the Roman missals. I
| So it will be in our day. The good liter-
| ature, the Christian literature, in its cham-
| plonship for God and the truth, will bring
down the evil literature in its champion-
ship for the devil. I feel tingling to the|
tips of my fingers and through all the|
nerves of my body, and all the depths of |
my soul, the certainty of onr triumpl. .
Cheer up, oh, men and women who are |
toiling for the parification of society! Toil
with your faces in the sunlight. “If God
be for us, who, who ean be against us?’
Lady Hester Stunhope was the daughter
of the third Earl of Stanhope, and after |
her nearest friends had died she went o
the far east, took po fonof a d ted
convent, threw up fortresses amid the
mountaing of Lebanon, opened the castle.
to the poor, and the wretched, and the sick |
| who would come in. She made ber castle |
| & home for the unfortunate. She was n |
' devout Christian woman. She was wait-
! ing for the coming of the Lord. She ox- |
| pected that the Lord wounld descend in per
son, and she thought upon it until it was
| too much for ber reason. Inthe magnili-
cent stables of her palace shie had two
| horses groomed and bridled nnd saddled
and caparisoned and all ready for the day
in which her Lord should descenid, and he |
on one of them and she on the other should |
start. for Jernsslem, the city of the Great |
King. It was a fanaticism and a delnsion; |
| but therc was romance, and there was
splendor, and there was thrilling expecta-
tion in the dream!
E Al, my friends, we need no earthly pal- |
| freys groomed and saddled and bridled amd
| enparisoned for our Lord when he shall |
.i |
1
]

come. The horse is ready in the equerry
of heaven, and the imperizl rider is ready |
to mount. *“And I saw, and behold a white |
borse, and he that sat on him had a bow:
| and a crown was given unto him: and he
[wenf. forch conguering and to conguer. |
| And the nrmies which were in heaven fol-
;'lowed him on white horses, and on his|

vesture and on his thigh were written, |
| King of kings, and Lord of lords.” Horse
| men of heaven, mount! Cavalry of God, |
i ride on! Charge! charge! until they shall
| be hurled back on their hannches—the
| black horse of famine, and the red horseof |
i carnage, and the pale horse of death. |
| Jesus forever!

A Strange Hiory.

Early inJanuarv of the present year a
| woodman ergaged in chopping someof the
monster oaks in the northern part of the
great “Black Forest,” Germany, and who
bad built a fire against a large dead 1 ‘
preparatory to partaking of his midday
menl, was surprised t0 see 8 serpentof gi-
gautie proporticns crawl from the log as
#oon as the rotion woed had got well
warmed through. The day was bitter cald
and the snake only made a few yards over
the frozen ground wuntil his convelutious
becaune smaller snd smaller, until he finally
| ceased to wiggle and guietly coiled up
| near a large pile of brush.

benumbed with the cold and then ap-
proached and dispatched him with his axe.
Measurements showed the slimy creature
to be 97 feet 6 inches in length and nearly
15 inches through the body in the middle.

Just back of the immense head, which
was 11 inches in length and almost as
broad; a little gold ring had besn put
through the skin. - It was in the form of
two rings rather than one, being shaped
not unlike a figure 8. One part of she ring
was through the skin, while the other was
throngh a hole in a small copper coin bear-
ing date of 1712 Ope side of the coin wus
perfectly smooth with the exception of
these letters and figures, which had evi-
dently been cut on it with a potkét knife,
| the yorkmanship being very rough, “Louis
| Krutser, B. G. O., 178L"

Some of the older inhabitants of the
“Black Forest” remember hearing their
parents tell of “Krutzer, the serpent
eharmer,” sind they all unite in declaring
that shis gizantic serpent was formerly the
property uf the old “charmer,” and that it
:;ua.tim.ﬂ 115 years old when kiiled by

woodchopper on that ecold January da
of 1801 —8t. Louis Republic. .

A Uniqu:\?ddlng Fes.
Last spring, when one of the younger

stopper. . " e

“There,” sdid be, placing the bottle
the ministar’s “I laave this with :::
as a token.” Then the, iage ceremony

me|S€Nt tOo any address for $1.50 per year.

(column pages, and we shall endeavor
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1s here and has come to stay. It hopes
to win its way to public favor by ener-
industry and merit; and to this end

we ask that you give it a fair trial and

if satisfied with its course a generous
support. |
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* The Daily «

four pages of six columns each, will be
issued every evening, except Sunday,
and will be delivered in the city, or sent
by mail for the moderate sum of fifty
cents a month.

Its Objects

will be to advertise the resources of the
city, and adjacent country, to assist in
developing our industries, in extending
and opening up new channels for our
trade, in securing an open river, and in
helping THE DALLEStotake her prop-

er position as the

Leading City of Eastern Oregon.

The paper, both daily and weekly, will
be independent in politics, and in its
criticism of political matters, as in its
handling of local affairs, it will be

JUST. FAIR AND IMPARTIAL.

We will endeavor to give all the lo-
cal news, and we ask that your criticism
of our object and course, be formed from
the contents of the paper, and not from
rash assertions of outside parties.

For the benefit of our advertisers we
shall print the first issue about 2,000
copies for free distribution, and shall
print from time to time extra editions,
so that the paper will reach every citi-
zen of Wasco and adjacent counties.

r

THE WEEKLY,

It will contain from: four to six eight

to make it the equal of the best. Ask
your Postmaste or for a copy, or h.dd’reéé.

THE GHRONIGLE PUB. CO.

Office, N. W. Cor. Washington and Second Sts.




