INTERIOR VIEW OF: MODERN FRUIT CANNERY

In order that there may be no misunderstanding as to the proper grading of fruits,
annually this association conducts an investigation m the City of Portland, at which
time samples are taken from every plant in the two states and are examined carefully
by most competent judges, and the findings of the examination are reported in detail
to all members of the association. This gives the canners an opportumity to check up
on the packs of their competitors and has much to do with the wonderful increase noted
in the standardization of Northwest packs. he task of inspecting the hundreds of cans
is huge and the investigation lasts over a period of days.

While progress*has been made in the canning industry and a steady increase in pro-
duction noted, with the single exception of the year 1920, which, being a year of re-
construction, and owing to the fact that thousands upon thptuamll of cases of canmed
goods were thrown into consumption from army stores, which necessarily slackened up
the pack for that year, nevertheless the”industry is handicapped principally for the want
of capital to properly function. This does not mean that a great deal of assistance has
not been given to the industry by the financial powers, lmtratirrthat&lempommeof
the industry to the Northwest has not been fully appreeiated by the financial interests and
by the Chambers of Commerce.

In order to properly understand the needs of the cumer. one should keep fm:n.ly in
mind the fact that the canning business is one that requires the keenest foresight, and
also bear in"mind the fact that very few carloads of straight varieties of one kind of
fruit are purchased by the jobbing interests. In fact, by far the greater part of the
canned goods shipments consist of mixed cars, and in these cars are every variety of
canned fruits and tables packed in the Northwest, so that the canner finds it neces-
sary .in the spring, béfore secason i under way, to endeavor to secure some future
orders that will give him at least an insight of the probable requirements of the consuming
public for the ensuing year. Of course, it is impossible for the canner to book ahead
sufficient business to take care mhreopeuhons but, using his future orders as a
figuring basis, he must so a affairs that he will have the necessary &iversified
pack in order to take care of Theref8te, starting in with the gooseberry pack
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with apples in October.

Were it possible for the canner to ship his pack as it is produced in the plant, his
troubles would not be great, but he must be in a position to hold his early pack clear
through the packing season and into the Fall before he is able to clean up on his mixed
carloads, which means that in some casés a period of six months elapses before he can
realize on his pack. Now, the canner must pay cash for everything, for the reason that
he is on a cash basis. It is, of course, well known that sugar, one of the chief essen—
tials of the capning business, is a cash sale; his cans are also cash: his labor, of course,
is cash; ‘his transportation charges, which are heavy, are a cash proposition; and most
important of all—his supply of fruit is handled strictly on a cash basis, for the
farmer or producer must be taken care of; for he, in turn, has his problems of paying
cuhtohupuckersandotherhclp.oothattbecamrmmth;veatremdmhncof
credit in order to accommodate all of these people, and himself must be able to wait
until the Fall, when he can realize on his shipments.

This means that for six:months in the year everything is being paid out, but his re-.
turns come very quickly when the packing season is over.

Thmunotacmnerymthndutncttbatmuldnoth&vzmeue(moutput.hul
it been possible to arrange to take care of the entire quantity of fruit offered. It is true
that some_crops here were short, owing to the weather conditions during the year 1922,
but aside from this it is seldom possible to take care of the entire production of berries
and fruits. Indeed, amtqmbxyofbemummulﬂydupped frozen in barrels,

to Eastern jam and preserve manufacturers, owing to the fact that it is not possible for" :

the canners to handle all the fruit.

If financial arrangements could be made, the canner could pack every bit of fruit
disfrict, and then, being secured through proper financial arrangements, it
would not be necessary for him to figure so closely on his possible sales, but he would
be in a position to pack all the fruit offered and warechouse same. Thus the producer

could bring his entire output to the canning plant, and the canner, being properly financed

The Canning Industry—
Source of Revenue to the Northwest

HE TOTAL VALUE of the production of canned goods in Oregon and Wash-
ington during the year 1922 amounted to more
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This is not a destructive industry, unduchyurnddstom
The chief industry of the Northwest has always been
dustry is, of course, deserving of all support and great praise
down the land is rendered valueless until such a time as i cultivation,
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off a few acres of . plant this land thus clearéd in small
such a small tract as acres, placed under cultivation and
very short space of time the grower is enabled to carn a good It
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his output gradually and thus pay his expenses of clearing as he goes alopg. )
The canning mdustry is also one of the few industries exist in a '
community. It is a tremendous factor in its locality, not alome because it fumishes
market for that locality, but also because the canner pays cash for his product, thus af
fording the grower immediate returns for his efforts.
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The Oregon Agricultural college has rendered imvaluable aid in every line of
horticulture and is conducting classes for the instruction of the capnery employe so that
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their work, which requires careful attention and close application.
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governmental sources in the upbuilding of this industry.. In this matter we are behind
the great fruit growing states. Cahfomahnapprqmnmdhmdmd:ofthmmdnoi
dollars and is financing training courses in its state , and conducting investiga-
hmdwkataﬂhum&em&uof&edmmﬁuofﬁmandmﬂam

‘bear in mind that no_district is stronger than its

grades. 2
TheFlncr.ChmandSundudmdunethacnduof&utpnnupnliyuudbythabuumﬁ.'
Thelowexgudumﬂnumedbymmhmdhkenufor

strawberries, raspberries, loganberries, cherm pears, prunes, plums, and finishing up - -

purposes.

and thus able to the load, could a much larget pack, and the entire situation
ol carry put up
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the goods and await his market laters Thus, taking these points into considera
would mean that the canner would pack, not according 6 future orders, but all the
delivered to his plant, and no raw products would be shipped out of the district to
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' s; and, while it is true, as stated
before, that the canning industry has grown and will continue to grow, it is nevertheless
even more true that no extraordinary growth in this industry will be noted until such a
time as the combined interests of the Northwest unite in 2 more liberal financing of this
great and important industry.

We talk of more settlers for the Northwest. We are behind the rest
try in this particular, but before we can honestly and consistently appeal to the
Mmmlmhymthouldmﬂehmmﬁawkﬂforhsprodmfwmm
assuming that the most satisfactory settler is one wha develops the land, and we must

agricultural development. Therefore, the
development of the Northwest, agriculturally, is tied “hand and foot™ with the develop-
ment of the canning industry of the Northwest, and with the development of the canning
industry will be found similar development along horticultural lines. The settler locat-
ing on a small tract of land can more quickly make a living by setting out a small tract of
berries and small fruits than in any other manner.

The canner is doing his best to aid_the small farmer, but thus far has had to fight
his battles practically alone. While, of coufse, it is true that the canner needs the
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“FactsConcerning the Canned Goods
Induistry in Oregon and Washington

Total Number of Cases of Cmed Fruit Packed

1919 1920 1921 #1922

‘Washington ........1211,177 1,003,936 1,307.548 1,569,057
Oregon ...........1228/629 1,019,391 " 1,304,457 l‘565343

Total Northwest dist. . 2,439,806 2023.327 2,612,005 3|34405
. ¥Estimated.

Approximate value of 1921 Washington pukmq.‘ 4,481,485.25
~ Approximate value of 1921 Oregon pask. . v ccivimuime.  4.903,699.25

Tmlcoi'nt.-oocrn..-.o.m.-..o--o.---“-t-pss 9.385,‘84;50
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Emudnm:berofanployunpukofpack ........... . . .8000

Comparison With California Pack, 1921

5 = Northwest  California
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