+ “Have traffic policemans stationed atmryumhi&nﬂdhot
side walk.” ' 3
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By Ring W. Lardner
To the editor: -

Nobody that drives a car or rides
in one will question the statement
that the traffic conditions in big

cities is some-
thing terrible and
in small towns
even worse.
Thias fact has
been pointed out
n u merable times
by theé undersign
and I have also
suggested rem e-
dys to which no-
body seems to pay
no tension to
- . t h e m probably
because they did not have the
brains to think them up personly.

I am all through trying to tell the
police how to improve same as far
a8 wvehlcular traffic is concerned,
but my tension has now been called
to a traffic situation which is a
whole lot worse in small towns
on A Saturday night and in big
cities all the wile, namely, the side-
walk traffic situation.

§ and 10_yra. ago it was possible
for & man to walk a block in the
business dist. ‘of pretty near any
town and not get shoved off in to
the gutter or worse and it was also
‘possible to step in to a elevator or
A Bt. car or subway and find enough
. Standing rm. so as your figure was
no different when you come out
than when you went in. But that
was § and 10 yra ago.

Bince then the population of the
entire country has increased I for-
get how many per cent but any way
& person and a specially a man is
takeing there life in to their own
hands when they try to walk any-
wheres now days except out on a
lonely country rd. like the ones they
have In New Jersey and even that
ia dangerous and when you half to
ride in a elevator or st. car it is sel-
dom never you come ouf ths same

man.

Wall you will ask how can these
conditions be remedied because you
can't maks no distinctions betwean
people and keep some of them home
whare they belong wile others is al-
l_uvnd to home the great out doors
at will,

This would be in direct violence
to, our oonstitution which declares

ody equal which is no sillier
than' other things ‘in the oconstitu-

* tion a specially some of the recent

‘additions to same.

: Luckly a man in Boston name
Paul Whelton has came forwards
with & suggestion which it looks to

" - mi@ likte ft would solve the problem

and &t the same time cause a great

mAnRY men and women'of both sexes

' to think serfously about physical

- tralning and the proper dlet and
thus confer a boom on the future

_ Mr., Whelton's {dear is something

[ like as tollows:

_ He points out that evary insur-
amgs Co. has provided themselfs
- with & table of statistica showing

how much every man and woman

§ showld ought to weigh according to

_'m-mt and age.

the

Like for inst, I am a man 37 yra
of age and 6§ ft. 1 and % inch tall
and my weight is 187 Ibs, which is
exactly what the tables say I ought
to be.

But there is very few others that
is perfect and a specially amongst
the ladiea. So Mr. Whelton wants
a law past in every city and town
makeing it compulsory for every
citizen male and femals to keep
down to the weight which thes In-
surance Co. says they should be ac-
cording to there hight and age and
if this was done he c¢lajims that
enough people would get narrower
so that the congestion amongst pe-
destrians would be reduced to a
minim. And they's no doubt in my
mind that he ain't right,

After the passage of the law the
enforcement would be the mnext
question and I suggest the following
as the best method. Have traffic
policemans stationed at every cor-
ner in the middle of the =ide walk
and also at the entrance to all st
cars, subways and elevators and
have thess policemans aqu'tpped
with a rellable scales. )

They would be required to ob-
sarve esvery Individual that come
there way. In many cases it would
be evident that the party cbserved
was O. K and fulfilling the law,
hbut when a party comé along that
looked suspicioys the -Ppolicemans
would have authority to stop them,
inguire in regards to their age and
hight and then ask them to kindly
step on the scales for just a mo-
ment. "G

L [ ] L]

If it was found that the police-
mans suspicions was wrong, the
party would be allowed to proceed
after a slight apology on the part
of the policemans

If on the other hand the party
was found to be over weight he or
she would bs ordered to stay home
till they had trained down to the
proper welight., Thers name and
address would be wrote down and
if they were caught a 24. time be-
fore they had fylfilled the law thay
would be locked up a couple wks in
a cell too tight for them.

Of course the statistics as com-
plled. by the insurancs Co. is based
on what a person welghs when they
aint got no clothes on you might
say and as it might not be handy
for everybody to stripe In the st
or & office bidg. before thay stepped
on &he scales, why the policemans
would half to kind of make a study
of gents and ladies clothes and be
able to tell at a glance what wounld
be the differents Iin there weight
dressed and wice versa. A good
mAany butchérs is expert along these
lines and it might be a good idear
to draft some of same in to the po-
lice force.

I give you Mr.Whailton's sugges-
tion for what It is worth which to
my, way of thinking is a whole Jot
but I don’t supposs mothing will
come of it as they's t0b0 many over
size people with iafluente to let
such a law get past. In fact when
you come down to cases pretiy near
everybody that has got Influence is
over sizse, Hence the expression he
carries & lot of welght.. :

hter. Her asmils often makes

ts in the ebb and flow of

,{affairs are pot infrequently  surpris-

themes for the more philosophical nar-
ratives of SBintlalr Lewis and  Sher-
wood Anderson, but shs blinks =&
charitable eye &t the shortcomings
and blemishes that have

those gentlamen. Bhe doss not L-
one
squirm. The point to her joke is fre-
quently a sharp one, You eannot say

that her interpretation is less true to

Iife than that K of . “"Main Sirgm"™
*The Triumph of the Egg.™
ply another view of a slice of Ameri-
can existence which "can be wviewed
from a good many different angiles.
And her view happens to ba a fairly
pleasant and very entertaining one.

+ Most of the stories In this collection
have to do with Chicago. Hyde Park,
Englewood, Michigan avenuye, BEilis
avenue—their flats, hotels and parks
provide homely. Ferberesque scenes
But New York, Winnsbago, Hollywood,
Honolulu and Okoochee, all come in
for sympathetic treatment that makea
this wvolume curiously reminjgcent of
O, Henry's far flung command of set-
tings.

The people of the stories—ihey are
garage mechanics, Inmates of the
Home for Aged Gentlemen, actreésses,
clerks, and boarding house waitresses.
How Edna Ferber has ever managed
to get so intimately into ths lives of
S0 many such people is & mystery.
And how she has managed to make
high romance out of thelr common-
place comings and goings—that is the
secrét of her art. ~

One thing such. s collection as this
betrays about Edna Ferber is the
number of times she works the same
little stunt on her readers, tha fre-
quency with which she piays up some
favorite trick or bit or gleverness.
They have to be pretty good to start
with, or she couldn't put them over so
often without offending. 4
“The Penitent,™ w : ndse-

e e TR e,

The one thing that would seem to us
more difficult than making ordinary
human baings seem romantically inter-
esting iz the making of romantically
ektraordinary beings seem ifteresting-
Iy human. It is this latter task which
Edna Worthley Underwood undeértakes
in & trilogy of epic movels depicting
the fall of Buropean ecivilisation com-
mencing with the Napoleonic' era and

with modern times The first
ofthe tril to be offered the reading
public is Penitent,” having to deo
with the life of Alexander I, tsar of
Russia. Pushkin, Russia’s Byronic
poet of the period, Prince Metiernich,
the  Empress Elizsabeth Alexandra,
Count Woronsow, and later, Niheolas
I—Such people are the characters pre-
sented in this tremendousz drama.

We suspect that with such 'a theme
and such actors this romatice has ar-
rived just about 25 years ‘too lxts to
become extensively ! popular. That
may be more of a comment on the
readers than upom the novel, but In
any case it is that the
of kings end queéns, of princes, ui
counts, are not as d@ppealing to papul
lar sympathies as they were a Qguar-
ter of a century ago. Nevertheless
the story of Alexander I is excellent
dramatic mgterial which has been well

i
the man

R is sim- |

the sireét eXtension department, is
respensible for this determi-
natios. a formidable task
to tackle this sort of problem, but Me-
Clure’s method was easy and is de-
clared (o be falrly acecurate. -

formula? ‘“Twas lHke this: MeClute

then mounted it on cardboard. He 3

Has th's thing of New Year's reso-
lutions gone into the discard, along
with blue-glass windows, hoop skirts,

. bustles, _whiskers

list Is in the mak-
ing right now
among city hall
offf ,. and par-
tially, &t least, I've
learned about It

Mayor Baker re-
solves, with the
help of providenes,
to stapd firmily
against having his
picture in the newspapers, except, of
course, where the editOrs or reporters
seem to want same.

Commissioner Mann has resolved not
to tell " another *“story™ during city
council sessions—at least In the coun-
cil chamber {tself. He may have to
get excused and go out into the mnte-
chamber to tell a new one he's just
thought of, however,

Commissionsr Bigelow has resolved
to try to look upon an alien holder of
& city licensa at least as a brother
somewhat far removed, Ahd to adjudge
no man gullty until he has falled to
prove himself Innocent.

Commissioner Barbur has resolved
to buy 2 new pipe for use at the
“four fifths" sessions of the council—
that is, as soon as the old one gets a
little more worn out.

Commissioner Pler resolves that the
remafning months of his incumbency
&s city commissioner will be s0 re-
plete *with good work on behalf of
Portland that his son, Stanhope Pler,
will have to step mighty ll’?‘br to keep
up the Pler record when he steps into
the municipal harness.
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Dr. George Parrish, city health of-
ficer, = an amiable man and a busy
one. Frequently his office is awamped
with ecallers who
insist  on seelng
the doctor himself,
althougd, In many
cases, thelr affairs
could be takem
care of by some
member of the of-
floa staff, And at
times the waiting
Iist gets Impatient
because the doctor
ia pehind closed
doors with some-
one who got there
first. ‘Such a situation existed the
other day.- But it was cleared awsy by
the doctor himself. g

Ha copened the door of his private
office to slip out for something and
an irate citizen who had been walting
for some time became spokesman for
himself and the others at hand, He in-
sistently insisted that e would have
to ~ee the doctor in. his phivate office
without further delay, azd intimated

« other walters wers in the sarhs

plight. e -
! -/Parith, affable & gver, swung
wile open the door and‘dikad thé man
to step inside. However, hé ipointed
out the" fact that the.: . oocupant

Zhe Inner offics.was odiFof the fin-
est cases of well
Be had seed In many a. Immedi-
ately the impatient “determined
that hs had = sngagement
elpewheére, and one by one the others
faded away. &'

“Simply an incident!in our d&ay's
work.,” was Dr. Parrish’s fromment.

* John Mann, city commisionervunder
whoee supervision come The Cedars,
‘tama back from Salem the other day,
after a seasion
with the stats
budget committes,

His| | ™ able smeil
FL Insidious smoke
tock a map of the entire eity, out R‘J‘ ;
down to the exact boundary linés and W=

pod smallpox | gram.
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a penstrated the of-
ficial nostrils.

¥ 4 un uuwmistakable oder that

'} once smelled cannot be forgotten,” de-

clared Mayor Bakeér, who hasg béén &

s [ blg factor in the tight against the nar-

qguired to take whiffs of the smoke suf-
ficlent to maks a lasting impression.
Wondar the .whole bunch “wasn't

Syracuse Says
Journal Radio
IsHeard There

o

. L. Peters of Ris Viste, Csl, Te-
ports that comearts from The Journal
studio snd the chimes ocome In =0
londly on hls sst that by using & mag-
navox fishermien on the river ome half
mile from the station ean hear it

M B E. Webb of Syracuss, N,

Y. comes word that a broadecast

from station EGG, broadcastars of Tha

Journal news bulletins, had been heard

fn  the Knickerbocker clty at 10:30
Eastern time, December 19.

Many such reports have besn re-
ceived by the local station but credence
has not been given thém due to the
fallure of those writing to give any
details of the broadcast. Only in this
way s a surs check mads, for the
lettprs of other stations might bé mis-

if KGG were actuslly operating for
that station snnounces Iits signal as
“King, (eorge, Géorge.” The time of
reception, 7:30 Pacific time, would in-
dlcats that The Journal's news, bul-
ére heard.
lat’g: wwmm‘ unication from Webb 1is
addressed to: Station KGG, FPortland,
Oregon. It reads:

“We heard your station last evening
ebout 10:30 Eastern Standard time.
Came through wvery clear.™

Despita the holiday season, when the
redio set ls forgotten in the general
festivities and also despite the fact the
station has given only ofe concert dur-
in:thsp-.stwuk.ullmnumbcrot
reports have been recaiyed. The list
is printed bcla:'.

California stations
for the first time are listed.

. Enutson.
g gmlcc-o fn bully. O. L Oleson,

A L)
Wrangsll—Your modulstion is fine. J. W.

Wyoming
chimes coms reguiarly. H

Mew York
Syrhcuse—Heard your stafion Isst mnight
x . E E Wsbh

(December 19)

- Eim Oreek—Hesrd you ence, H. H. God
dard.

better.

Worland—The
0. Hansen.

Denver— break through loosl imter

|B-.ulwtdm-w
Worth Manchesler—
A" L. "Dbex,

= Texmt
Tl Paso—Lost you On Sescunt of fading.
Ned M. Crosiar.

Bregungisurual

KGG-KGN

A NEW YEAR'S EVE
7:00- lHﬁ. Maurice Leplst, vio

10154 15—H00
presonts in

chorus,
S8—"Afler Ewry Party.”
—"Carclina in the Momning.” special ar-

rangement. '
10— to Cool My Duﬁ Now.™
117' the  Leaves Tumbling

This would be impossible, however,

The orchestrs wis- very good. |

Radio F reqneny

THAT GIVES RESULTS!

"The

news h:llelgm.

i

with the million-dollar voice,” at the
transmitter. Hallock' & Watson operate

3 e

Letfer—_-N ame
Scheme Wins
Fans Praise

DOPTION of the leiter-name sys-
A teth of giving the call signal of
their station has won many favorable
comments for KGO station; broadeast-
ers of The Journal news bullstins, and

sarts from The Journal bullding
studlo. .

Similarity  &f ° letters ~ “when.” pro-
nounced alons malkss it difficult for
listamers to correctly ascértaifi the
call ;of the many siztions now.on the
alr, especidlly 'If ' some ‘'distarice’ from

the broadcasting station. — Ihtérfer- .

ence from static or local ‘stations also
tenda to make it imposaible to separats
ths calis when the lettera’ alone ‘are

yan. .
“J-, H. Hallock, brﬂdc&mmﬁwﬂ_
for station KGG, now “the =ys-
tem that has proved highly successful,
33 O s i tage il
na to designate e 2
o 1) code. Instesd of calling out
the letter alone each hss =  name
beginning with ths letter the flag rep-

now broadcast ' as “Ring Geovge
George.” Before this was adopted re-
plies from distant points were: often
addressed to station KGE, KDD, KBB
or any of the combinations ‘that pho-
pnatically ‘sound like KGE. - .

A 4 3
Transformer

for the first timé. . All of the mall now
The navy system, as before said. has

a name for- each letter -of the alpha-

bet. . They are: =

Able, “boy, aost, dox, easy, fox,
george. have, item, jig, king, love,
mike, nan, oboe, pup, quack, rot, sail,
:ﬁg unit, vice, watch, x-ray, yoke and

Universal adoption jof this schems |

of announcing call sign«ls of the many
broadcasting stadons, it Is belleved,
would not only do away with the con-
fusion now prevalent but would also

Ing in doubt as
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SMITH-McCOY ELECTRIB

Alder »t.

add greatly to the enjoymefit of the
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.. MO MAIL ORDERS ACCEPTED FOR LESS THAN $1.00

J. B. WEEP, Man._r

The Oldest Exciusive Radio Store in Portland

310 OAK STREET -
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