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RE is a budding movement to
' abandon the restrictions on im-
Jnigrétion to this countwy. It is
fostered by big industrial estab-
Jishments in an effort to secure
. Cheaper labor.
“'The purposa which a proposed
‘Cchange seeks is sufficlent reason in
dtself to defeat the plan. Unskilled
workers already recelve wages that
are insufficient for the proper sup-
port of a family, The standard of
living in this nation is low enough.
. The struggle for an existence among
. the unskilled is already desperate
enough. It is neither good for the
individuals nor for the nationm for
the standard to be lowered or the
struggle to be mmde more acute.
~ Onme of the reason# that restric-
tions were placed on imimigration
was because the demands of big
' in@ustry for cheap labor were too
Sreat for the capacity of the melt-
ing pot. The aliens could not be
‘dbsorbed. They were not dis-
tyibuted. They were not selected.
Fhey - were not eduecated. Most
mierely took places in big estab-
Nlishments at cut-throat wages,
sottled in huddled quarters, and
‘wlaved. Others went to peniten-
‘Huries or insane asylums.
, The result was lowered standards
. of lving, little [talies, little Turkeys,
, s little Hungaries, and little Russias,
. ‘populated institutions, and plagues.
- Unrestricted immigration brought
giseass. It brought criminality. It
- brought Ignorance. It brought
‘pocples with no love for America,
;m understanding of our institu-
. Hons or ideals, unemployment for
. Americans, and lowered incomes for
_‘ ;!jmmu
= " There is plenty of room in Amer.
dea for the right type of immi-
grants. The industrious, ambitious,
healthful, an® moral allens
can find a welcome here. They can

'3 find opportunity.” We can absorb

them in limited numbers. They
‘help us and we can help them, but
sfmerica cannot afford to accept
“any and all aliena, including droves
J9f oriminals, ignorant and diseased
transients, and those whose hearts
Jare always in Europe, for the mere

| 8 “purposs of providing cheap labor

for the big Industrial establish-
SgAents.
b
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are thousands of suffer-
| Ing Greeks In_the Near East.
i “Many are homeless and penniless,

their life savings swept away by

cause it has always been our walk
We think it over mow, because there
is Astoria im ashes, Its bifsiness
world is a world that was Its

plants, almost its all, in the business
district, are In ashea.

seems to have been the calm bafore
the storm, for Friday's conflagra-
tion laid low the sasccumulated
property of more than 100 years, in
spite of all that guardianship and
watchfulness and care with which
citizens there have so long stayed
the forked tongues of flame.

But why do we build, and then
burn, and then rebuild so jauntily?
Other nations do not do it Ia ths
same reckless way that we do. In
the United States we burn every
year half as many buildings as we

. erect. If placed side by side, the

buildings we burn in a year would
line both sides of a street solidly
from New York to Chicago. If the
people crippled and matmed by
fires in a year were stationed along
this death alley there would be one
marred sentinel every 1000 feest
along the way. If those killed at
fires in & year were placed along
this avenue of death there would
bs a blackened and charred body
every three-quarters of a mile.

Berlin is a city ebout the size of
Chicago., Its fire Joss =mverages
about $175,000 a year; Chicago's
annual fire loss is $5,000,000. In
a single fire New York has had
more property reduced to ashes
than Berlin has had in ten years

In 1910, 13 of the chief cities of
Germany, with a population of
5,616,022, had a combined fire loss
of $1,067,205. The loas in only five
American cities, with a population
100,000 less, was $14,250,288, or 13
times as large., New Y¥York, in the
same year, had a fire loss five times
as large as London’s and nine times
that of Paris,

The difference is that the older
nations have learned to save. In
Germany the criminally negligent
responsible for a fire ls sent to jail
His fire is not accounted a misfor-
tune, but a crime. If financially re-
spousible, he is required to pay the
loss, even to the cost of bringing
out the fire department.

In the United BStates, the man
who has a fire gets his insurance
money, puts more policies on his
other property, remains criminally
careless, and presently has another
fire.

For our carelessness and Indiffer-
ence regarding fire and fire hazards
the annual per capita cost of our
fires is $2.29, Europe's is 83 cents
and Germany's 19 cents.

The time to stop a fire is before
it starts.

Ten to 15 millions' worth of
property back to ashes in Astoria,
the accumulated wealth of mozre
than a century gone up in smoke, is
the proof.

OF DEEP PUBLIC MOMENT

OUNG women have a right to
live moral lives. They are en-
titled to sufficientfood. They are
entitled to warm clothes in winter,
proper living gquarters and some
amusement. It is important to the
public, both from an economic and
social standpoint, as well as to the
young women themsealves, that such
conditions are provided.
‘But there is a movement in Cali-

for.girls from $16 to $1282 Tt
contended that girls can live prop-
erly on the latter sum. It allows
them 90 cents a day for food,
nothing for insurance, savings or
incidentals, and practically nothing
for amusement. 1

Ninety cents a day perhaps will
barely buy raw fooids, that if cooked
by the girls themselves would
eénable them to live. It wounld not
provide any deélicacies. There can

enough to satisfy a girl that works
eight or ten Qonr: a day.

Al girls demand amusement. It
is only natural that they desire to
Be more than mere siaves, going
from work te home to sleep and
bdck to work again. And what if
they-become i1l or were temporarily
out of a position? How far would
the $12.84 go?

Most girls who go wrong do not
g0 by choice. Economis conditions
are responsible for the fall of more
young women than any other one

structures, its stocks of goods, ity

The story is, that Astoris has
been peculiarly free frpm fires. It

fornia to lower the minimum wage

be question if it would provide|

moonshine. Very incidentally it is
reported of him that never in his
life had he entered a churéh. What

the churches doing to win such
boys into Bunday school and into
environgent that would teach them
the mockery of vices which allure
the ignorant but are detestable to
the properly instructed?

And here is Colonel Alvin M.
Owsley, national commander of
the American Legion, saying, “You
may blaspheme in the street, and
the. bystanders will fiot pay much
attention to you, but if you should
get down on your knees and pray
to Almighty God, or if you should
stand barehsaded while & company
of old soldiers marches by with
flags to the breeze, most people will
think you are showing off.”

Yet the derelictions of youth and
the tittering of the thoughtlesa at
the spectacle of frank reverence
are not all.

The world approaches Christmas
embittered by hate. It is really
hate, after all, that holds its iron-
shod foot on Russia’s neck. It s
hate . that foments the ceaseless
troubles of Europe. It is hate that
stirs up class hatred in America
and, with the harsh mutter of dis-
cord, delays industrial adjustiments.

At is man’s Inhumanity to man
and man's inhumanity to himsslf,
expressed in callousness or carsless-
ness, that build up the frightful
death and accident list from traffic
and fires.

It is the brutishness of mind cre-
ated by hate that causes acts of de-
liberate or whimsical epuelty, It is
hate or its by-preofiuct that creates
doubt of sacred things and taunts
the tears of sorrow.

The world needs nothing more
than to be rid of hate. It is hate
that poisons the hater and creates
a menace in every deed. It needs
to reestablish the altars of faith and
to light upon them anew the fires
of hope. Where there is no faith
human hope dies.

These ends cannot possibly be
better accomplished than through
fmbuing people everywhers with
the kind of Christmas spirit that
churches teach, the spirit that em-
bodies love, that wills against evil,
and that rouses the good in thought
and deed, of all humanity.

YOUR BEST INVESTMENT

N Portland and in Salem teams of
men and women are meeting at
noonday luncheons to report prog-
ress on & drive for an educational
endowment. .

We used to have such drives in
war-time. There was a red glare
in the sky over Europe. The drives
were for money with which to keep
the sky aflame with the Ilurid
light that flared over battlefields.
They were drives in which the pur-
pose was to destroy and burn and
kill.

Today's drive .is different. It is
a drive for money with which to
build character, to raise the level
of national information, to provide
for/a more enlightened citizenship,
to prepare the way for a nation teo
endure, to give a pledge for the sur-
vival of self-govermment.

To contribute to education is to
insure the title to your property.
Titles weren't worth much when
the hoarse howis of the Freanch
canaille beat through the streets of
Paris in the bloody revolution. The
igrorance and illiteracy of the mohy
that pays no heed to property rights
nnder every sun is notorious. A
well educated people never ques-
tions the covenawt in the deed to
your farm or office building or
‘business block or industrial plant.
It is the rude and crude mind of the

an investment, whose dividends are
not in gold but in Christian charac.
ter and a strengthemed nation.

THE RED GLARE

RAVAGING fire is an overpow-
aring disaster. Like a gigantic
monster, it eats its fiery way
through the staunchest buildings,
leaps barriers and goes on, rapa-
ciously consuming all in sight.
It knows no fear. It offers mo
quarter. It grants no clemency. It
recognizes nosmaster. Without re-

jgard for man or Jaw, it rushes on-

ward, turning wealth to dust, cities
to ashed, hope to despair.

In ita path, a five-story bullding
is like kindling, men are like mive
and obstructions like bables In a
lion"s den. They all fall and waste
away before the irresistible on-
slaught of the ferocious flames.

At Astoria a flicker appeared in
a poolroom. It grew. In a few
minutes the entire stricture was

enguifed. Then the red tongues of |

destruction leapad to another struc-
ture and then another. Men fought
them. They galned momentary
control, only to lose again and break
ground before the mad thing that
leaped to and fro, here and there,
as if to wreak its vengeance on its
routed victims. _Seon an entirs
block was spething and wilting un-
der the flames, and then another
block. Completely routed, brave
people ran from the scene with the
few belongings that represented all
materially that was left to them in
this world: conveyances left the
city with refugees;~ mothers with
babes in arms scurried away to
save thelr very lives and nothing
more. Others paused to look back
upon the sfene as the red demon
lasted and roared in victory.

Today ald is rushed to the strick-
en city. Sympathy and helpfulness
are extended to the city that was
People's hearts and hands go out to
the victims. But as the ashes are
viewed and the ruins contemplated
there must be thousands of thoughts
of how easily a fire s started and
of what an overpowering enemy it
can become.

THE NEW SAMARITAN

HIS is the story of the Good
. .Samaritan re-done for the peo-
ple of Portland.

A certain family with little chil-
dren journeyed In rickety wagons,
drawn by borses gaunt with starva-
tion, down the snowy road from
Idaho. . .

‘When they entered within the
city limits of Portland their failing
animals refused to draw the wag-
ons farther. They stopped in an
open space, where the wind and
rain through a dismal night tugged
and blew through the openings of
the frail temement, and the chil-
dren shivering within were wet and
chilled.

But the Good Bamaritan was not
far off. - The generous sympathy of
Portland was expressed through its
relief agencies. -The Public Wel-
fare bureau toock in charge the
childrap and their parents,

In = lttle while these strangers,
with mo claim on any person in the
city, had food. They had shelter.
They had warmth. Even the tot-
tering horses were led away by the
Humiane society to better barns and
mare hay and grain than they had
ever known before.

But .even with this the Good
Samaritan spirit of Portland was
not satisfied. Volunteers, reading
of the dire plight ef the family, be-
sieged the relief workers with of-
fers of assistance. Not one, but
many, families could have Dbeen
supplied with the goods and the
provisions these sympathetic people
bestowed. > 0

The story might end here. But it
has another chapter. The disiress
of the strangers was so evident that
none of the volunteer givers so
much as thought of looking farther
into their record. A trained soclal
worker did. Then it was found that

the family had $1000 in a Canadian |

bank. They.had more than $100
in & Washington bank., They could
have fed the children and the
horses without an appeal to charity.

In the meantime, there was going
forward in Portiand a campaign to
fill the Community Chest, that fam-
$lies in poverty might be cared for.

organized socisty affords him ;
his city club and his country club;
can have . whatever companionship

everything that be
enjoyable. If you know the man,

, and which, with his ability,
might not have. had if such had besn
his choice. .

Grenfell doeg not ask you to think

him a hero, nor-yet to sympathigs with |.

him. He would laugh if you did elther,

ministers on-a bleak frontier of the
world.

Hes has his own definition of saerl-
fice, and it was that which sst us
thinking and -impelled the writing
down of our thoughts We do not

quote his words—the artigie is not be- |

fore us—but in substance this s what

kind. Sacrifics s a -

values, and a cPok.u l'.:t #he best.”
Turn that over iIn your mind.

r'fice is a giving up of the lesser

for the greater. Grenfell tslls us

has found ,2 work which makess [Lfe

worth while; there is romance in it i}

there iz adventure; there is the splen
dld satisfaction of seelng broken, -
promising,

things better. Eut
what does it mean?
comforts, the conveniences, the agree-

of being comrade with Christ, co-
worker with God?
-

- L ] 1
One need not go to Labrador to make
- whith Grenfell has
sur-
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Observations .About Town
Visitors from -Tilamo
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Améng-out of town visitors is R. J.
Cordiner of Ontario.
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Poultry

Appeals were made for groups of
can | children and parents identified se-
gurely as residents of the city who

i
o
s

(% ,#he recent Turkish upheaval. They |cause. When they are unable to
i1 -Bmve no work, no prospect of work, |amuse themselves or unable to get
'} "§0 means of a living and no piace | sufficient food or unable to provide had faltered and reached cut plead-
'8 i¢ turn for aid save to friends and ' _ HMMNM‘LM“ : 2 ;
Tl and socially dependent on men. : sver But though sympathy was @0 :

- fends _ That dependence all too often speils | intelloctual pr Survival :

ruin. And §12.84 a week is not suf-
ficient to aveld ecopomic and social |
dependence. ’ -
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