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FIRE

ALL BUSINESS AREA

15 OBLIT

RATED IN
TERRIFYING FLAMES

‘Four Banks, Two Newspaper Plants, Both Telegraph Offices,
Weinhard Hotel, Blue Mouse, Liberty and Star Theatres, in
Addition to Oggd Fellows, Elks and Red Men’s Halls Razed;
City Hall and Hospital Damaged; Patients Moved to Safety.

Astoria, Dec. $.—Twenty-seven city blocks,
est structures, are a mass of smouldering,

including Astoria’s choie-

smoking ruins today as =&

result of a fire which originated in a restaurant at 2:15 this morning

and raged unchecked until 11 o'clock.

tween $10,000,000 and $15,000,000.

Two lives were forfeited in the holocaust,
of the Bank of Commerce, succumbed to heart disease,

citement incident to his ‘efforts to

The damage is estimated be-

Norris Staples, president
induced by ex-
help save automobiles in a garage.

This afternoon the body of George J. 8mith, a logger, was found hang-

ing from the dock.

It is believed thak 8mith temporarily lost his mind

in the turmoil of the flaming disaster and went to the waterfront and

ended his life,
The Weinhard hotel,

Hoefler's candy store, the newspaper plants of

the Budget and the Morning Astorian. the American Rallway Express

company. the Postal and Western Union offices, First National,
Bank of )
Blue Mouse, Liberty and Star theatres,

Savings & Trust,company,

Astoria
Commerce, Astoria National, the
Elks' club, Odd Fellows" hall,

Bee Hive department store ‘and the Red Men's hall are among the
structures which have been obliterated.

At 10 o'clock the Logan block, in which the Astoria Business college
occupied the second Tloor, and the Nygquist Motor Car company and
Prael-Bigner Auto company the main floor, was burning, with'no hepe

that it would be saved.

The fire was haited after it had
swept as far as the city hall and the
Catholic hospital. For a time little
hope was held for the saving of thess
buildings, but despepate -_efforis of
wedry f ters at Inst tof
Patlents been moved from
hospitals to plides of safety.
FIGHTERS HAMPERED

One repert has iL that the fire de-
partment whs considersbly ham
in its early efforts by faflure of
water supply.

The city will be inn pomplate dnrknnt
tonight save for flashlights or
Jamps that be used.  Cable lead-
ers to the pewer plant were burned
out and the service cut off.. L. M.
Buck and H. P. Resase, ¢ for
the telephone cofmpany.
pact the city’s phons
to be restored phortly.
office was saved, but the downtown
sarvice plant was destroyed.

POCKS ARE BAVED

The fire was kept from the Sanborn
docks on the waterfront.

The construction of Caoammercial
strest was one of the main factors of
the spread of the flames. The street
was built on piilng with a wooden
floor, on which pavement had been
laid. The open space under the street
acted as a duct, spreading the flames
in all directions, to bulldings across,
up and down the street.

Central headquarters of the Astoria
fire dspartment, directly across the
strest from the location of the latest
biaze was damaged.

The courthouse, postoffice and tele-
phone exchange are still standing, so
far appareatly out of reach of the
flames, §

The flamea were fanned during the
early hours of the fire by a strong
north wind, which switched later to
the pouth. A heavy rain fell during
the morning hours.

SPREADS RAPIDLY

The rapid spread of the flames is
considered due to the numerous frame
buildings in tho path of the conflagra-
tion.

piaces to raze bullding= In an effort
ty check the flames, The long dia-
iance tslephone offices wers :tempo-
rarily established in the cijy hail as
&an emergency. The only means  of
communication out of town for a time
vwas by telephone, as bdoth telagraph
offices were destroyed.

Nineteen city blocks nad been rased
or were burned at 7:30 o'clock. The
fire area extended from Astor te Du-
ane, four blocks, and from Ninth to
14th stoeets. “Thrde blocks between
Fighth and Ninth streets and twpd be-
tween Exchange and Franklin streets
were partially destroyed.

ETARTS IN RESTAURANT

Cause of the fire had not been de-
fermined. The f(lames "wroke out in
Thie! Brothers' restaurant and pool
room onr Commercial strest, between
11th and 15T™h streets, across the strest
frowr Hoefler's. The blaze spread so
rapidly that all sfforts to check It were
fraitless and. appeals weare .sent out
to nearby towns for help.

Guests at the Welnkard Astoria ho-
tel were warned and left. Lodgess In
the reoming houses were also w
and esca

By 4 o'clock the block bounded
Lorm'lel't‘m, JBond, 1ith and. . -13th

ﬂ1

Dynamite was used in half a Jdozen i

streets was completely destroyed, the

njn had jumped Commercial strest
and were eating their way through the
adjoining block and ‘had also jumped
Bond ‘street. wiped out the Masan-Ehr-

. {Comeiuded ow Page Five,. Column One)

Buildings
| Destroyed

Astoria, Dec. 8. — Included in the
buliding= destroyed in today’s fire are:

Temple of Astoria lodge of Elks to-
gether with Its magnificent furnisningsa.
valued at more than $50,000.

Troy laundry, one of ,the largest in
Oregon outside of Portland, owned by
John Tait, for many years a laundry-
man in the Rose City.

Home of the Young Women's Chris-
lan ' Association.

QOld Astoria theatre, for many years
the lnadlnx playhouse for road shows
here. -

Five-story Welnhard hotel, owned by
the Weinhard estate of Portland and
conducted by ¥. N. Whitman since
1914, is.but a. blackened shell of its
once proud self.

Four banks, the Astoria National
bank, which oecupied a fine structure
of two stories, white glazed brick and
wag just completing $25,000 worth of
alteration -work; the Bapk of Com-
merce, the Astoria Savings bank, which
occupied a fine fve-story pressed briek

(Concluded on Page Five, Column One)

WOMAN DENIES
MURDER ATTEMPT

Detroit. Mich., Dec. §.—(L. N. S.)—
Mra. May Ford, wife of Ney Ford,
weeithy second cousin of Henry Ford,
automobile king, broke down complete-
Iy. when arraigned today to answer a
charge that she plotted to have her hus-
band murdered.

Mrs. Ford became so hysterical she
was’led out: She recovered her coOmpo-
eure, urned and pleaded not guilty
in e tirm voice. Judge Marsh fixed her
bail, at $35,000 and <ordered her exam-
!Mtlon for December 18.

Mrs. Ford was arrested last night
by Detactive Sergeant Ovid Stra‘lth
as she was standing at Woodward and
Mple avenues “lllng to meset the
“gunman” who was to kill Ford, po-
lice charge.

Smythe’s Condition
- Has Not Changed

i Chiocago, D-c. 8. —Physicians re-
‘ported today that the condition of Dan
P. Smythe of Pendleton, Or.,, was un-

by | changed. Ne operation has yet been
Oregon

performed on the banker.

 WIPES OUT 27 AST.RLA BL'f
IS ESTIMATED BETWE

10

T

house (No. 2).

General View of the Down-Town District of Astoria Destroyed by Today’s Fme

HIS view, looking ast, gives an excellent idea of ‘the business district which hasbeendedroyed In the. immediate foreground are-the postoffice- “(No.. 1) and’ IbeClahopm
These buildings are on Eighth street, which marks the westward boundary. of the fire. * The two structures'were not burned, bat for si

is gone. The Whinhard-Astoria hotel (No. 3), at Twelfth and Duane streets, is among the prominent structures destroyed. as is the Spexarth building (No.
were not destroyed Arrow indicates where fire started, oppmte Hoeffler's reahurnnt. in Commemul street. -

Hin tench with

Traffic Chief Goes

Mayor Sends- m of ~Inquiry
to Asteria; Plédges Fund;
Many ‘Bodies to Aid.

The sympathies of Portiand and its
great heart of generosity were deeply
touched early this morning when the
extent of the conflagration at Astoria
became apparent. From widespread
sources there began at once the for-
mation of plans for Immediate relief,
The stricken city was assared, even
while the fire was at ita Weight, that
ita gister city of Portland would do
all within its power'to_salleviate dis-
tress and help (n, this“tine of dirn‘

emergency.
That Astoria may  depend u
ample =upplies and whataver olh

service Portland as a city mvernmenl
and its citizens as Iindividuals can
furnish was made certaln early when
various agencies began 1o coordinate
their efforts to prepare for the for-
warding of whatever is -needed by the
homelass Astorians.

The city government, the Rad Cross,
the American Legion, the Chamber of
Commerce, the Portiand Ad club and
other organisations hegan a*ly in tha
day to plan for Assistance.

Mayor Baker tendered to the mayor
of Astoria all available help, either
in the way of police, guards or food
supplies. On his own initlative he got
Colonel Anderson at
Vancouver bharracks, and the colonel
a2t once agreed to provide relief sup-
plies and men from that peint, 'to ea-
train on one hour's notice. as' soon as
it could be definitely detarmined that
Astoria should have: to huvq outside
help at once. -

Colon?l Anderson made arrange-
ments to segd In charzey of Major King
five officers and 75 man of Company
K, Beventh regiment, with ¢ne medieal
officer and a staff of ecight aEsistants,
and supplies consisting of 15000 ra-
tions, 1500 biankets, 500 rots, mat-

(Conciuded on Page Nineteen, Columin Sevem)

To Aid of Astoria

Salem, Dec. 8.—T. A, Raffety, chief
of the state traffic bumesn. with =il
state traffic men availalile, left today
for Astoria te patrol the lower Co-

lumbia highway and aid:/in lnl:lillu
traffic in Astoria.

A specidl train ﬂﬂ-&%w
paratus, hose and 'W here
at § 2. m. today to ko W
the conflagration s
business distriét of Aaﬁirh, :

Fire Chief Young received woed. this
forenocon that the ﬁreti'lhu“_.'ei:u!i)-
ment and men sent from Pertland by
special train arrived at Asforia at 10
o'cloek and were able immediately to
get into position to do some effective
work. :

The party was organized by . Fire
Chisf John, ¥oung and Walter Long
uf the A. G. Lang company, local rep-

resentative of the American La France

Fire ‘Apparataus company. . Two
ateamers, one pumpor' mo feet of hose
lai.ml eight men were takeén down on the
special  train. Lomg furnished the
pumper, which is the same one used at
the Washington high school fire. It
is kept on hand in the salesroom of

the A. G. Long company.

Chief Young received a call for as-
sistance at 3:30 in_the morning, and.
immediately after obtaining .purmis-

on Coast,” Say Crtmns; To: |
-Make’ Plans: Today. !

By Philip Parrish
Journal Staff. Correspondent
. JAstoria, ‘Dec. 8—"We have the sita
for . the finest city on the Pacific
coast.”

These words by a prominent -Astoria
businéss man indicate the spirit of
optimmism that pervades  this stricken
city following the most disastrous con-
flagration in the hjﬂnry of the Plctﬂ.a
northwest.

As did San Francisco, so wlll Astoria
rebufld, the psubstantial’ citisens say,
Jookingtoward the future. The hope-
ful attitude _with which? they face the
problem. of .reconstruction is typlcal
of the entire city. .

The business men are meeting this
afternoon to lay plans for the future
and to provide means of relief for the
present. No food gupplies are needed,
according to R. H. Hosking assistant
to Astoria’s mayor, az the three big
food supply warehouses of Allen &

(Contladed on Page Five, Columa Fivey

AConcluded on Page Twenty, Column Four)

Or on Fire Losses Hea
192 2 Bad Year for Instrers

Fire Jogses over thes statle durin' this
yvear have bean -heavier  than during
any previous year on record, accord-
ing to Information obtained today from
the Oregon insursnce vating bureau.

More than §10,000,000 will be the
total paid out by insurance coOmpanies,
according to an estimate made by
James N. McCune, head of the rat-
ing bureau._ Wwhille the :total recaived
by insurance companies on premiums
will $4,000,000. _

MoCune sald fire hasards in Astoris
were such that about a year ago,
aftsr a personal invuucuunn he re-
fused a reduction in, ipsurarce rates

For some time prior to the inwvestl-
gation citizens and boosting organizs-
tions of Astoria had been urging a
reduction in rates,” basing their con-
teption on the claim that Astoria
“pever had fires.” MeceCone said his in-
vastigation showed that there was

» Boma basis

for this contentien. since
the record of the city was unusualiy
Food,. but that the condition of the
bmldinn offset its optimistic record.

McCune said the prevalence of frame
buildings made it impossible for the
rates to-be reduced

At the time of the request for re-
duction, an additional .pumper had
been purchased and other !mprove-
iments made in the fire department.
Since the time of this investigation
a-ypar ago, the fire record of Astoria
been growing steadily worse, Mo-
sald. Before that tima bad fires |
been almost en dn  lumber
on the outﬁkirt-. but daring the
the trouble been mostly. in
the business dinﬂct

Conditions in Portland are reported
fo be much better than over the state
at large, where most of the loss sus-

has
Cune
had
mills
year

*Hnnllnt’- proposals, whether

0ING BY RADIO
Washington, Dec. £++U, P.)—For
the first time« inshistory the words
of & president as lelmrsbctore
congress “with his anmml message
will be heard in distant parts of the

he appears before comgress today,
will speak directly into a, radlo
; ~ - Hig words . will . be’
broadcast ’ through the naval “air
“station at ‘Ahacostia. Tt is axpect-

ed ‘that the president will-be hiard
AS _hr_ weat as the Rocky:mountains.

Y L By Divid Lawrs i
(Copyright, -1822,% by The

Washington, Dec, §.—President H.ard-
ing. Has taken complets cognizance in
his message to congress today of the
labor problems which made the eélec-
torate so this year and brought
such a confused result in the elactions
just & month ago. ;

Fhe president says something on
nearly every. subject which might have

‘had anything to ‘do with. the balloting |

or which mizght affect the course of af-
/| fairs in the national referendum in 1924,
Umbera of both parties will agree
‘irréspective - of the merit of Mr.
they 'con-
stitute a cure for the ills of a plea in
avoidance, the president has neverthet
less by his.recitation of problems given
& comprehensive account of “the state
of the Union.” -
Much of what Mr. Harding has rec
ommendad does not come as a surprise,

(Concinded en Page Twenty, Column Ouns)

LANSLIDE DRIVES -
TOWNSPEOPLE OUT

Modens, Italy, Dec 8. (. P.)-—-Bl:
hundred persons - today
mduﬁ m-."fm.a ha m1
hun : va

in a landsiide and complete destruec-

.tion is threatened. . The town has been

Adjutg

deserted and” its inhabitants are home-

e n;uh a&m and .Grest
o "‘;unrdnty of” th‘Norl.h
walt‘bl"rﬂory ;

“The first Am-rgi:m visttor to_ t.he ma

of  Astoria was C-uuln Rohu't

of s who h::du the " Columbia
‘river i t
v Clark, o Diee ersoranis

! ition “through  the N
A.tﬁrla. ln*llﬂ ‘and " won ﬂu‘

mp ths Indians, ‘which later

m.a:vﬂm-hummm

u'mt. mnmxxs mm«- : 3

This u::pelﬂﬂm was ofganized at the
request of  President . Jefferson ; tdl
found a trading post.. Astor
funds, amounting to $400.000 for t.bd
exped‘ltion which laft Hew York. Bop-
tember E, 1810,

Six other “men accompanied Astor
as chiefs"of the expedition.
Duncan MeéDougal, Donald McKensle,
Alex McKay, "Wilson Price. Hunt, Rob~

rt " Stuart  and Captain . Jonathan

FThorne, mastéf of the Tonquin. - These |'

men' later proved the undoing . of the
expedition”  and’ resulted in the seizurs
of the trading post by the British, .

« On Hmh 22, 1911, the Tonguin with
the expedition aboard, arrived off the
Columbia river. A site half way be' |
twesn Tongue Point and Point George |-
was ‘chosen =us the location for the
post that is now Astoria. The town was

(Concluded on Page Two, Column Three)

Guard Troops to
- Rush Assistance

To Fire Refugees -

Preparations of the Oregon ‘National
Guard totransport tents, field kitéhens,
eots and blanpkets to-Astoris—enough to
care for. 3000 persons—were b_lnm.

sbout noomn st Clackamasg, whers 3
small detachment of men stmql load-
ing the equipment on ‘specisl cars.

The action was tiken on orders of of
nt . Genern. George A. Whie
while it was still doubtful whether the
rm -district would be
General " White" mm‘y(op‘u
Mwnnwuhsdmmmaﬁtétmupu
to fransport the equipment, ifi- mk
i necessary.

r

Yoan enumthn mtuwmlmb‘].-
Astor -

left Astoria shorily after § ¢
-y © ummmdluot
“what

g
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(Concluded on Page Seventeen, Columa One)

g A s

18N

*

) . e
# III.IO

g

) . :

: %

- =

g Sl ’
.n-—mq - T s o R

N T O e g

¥ '. T

GEORGE TO W

HE JOURN AL has secured the services o
T fishedncxiSanJay :

-umf::m S iad

T
:":"' O

EFOR T

M’simﬂaﬁafwamdaﬁdummaﬁiﬁ'd worfdmommt ihcfdof wblda wiﬂbcpub
Thmm&edtﬁddqlﬂlmﬁn&dqp&thm Wdl:h forlhn m—fedwebyom of wodd’scmdam

-mm‘ﬂ J" e = .—' - ﬂJﬂ- Wmmﬂ:‘mﬁ“--. W T -

i 2 L

-

—




