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' “] am not asking your authorization
of a new and added draft upon the
tréasury,” said the president, I am

,"_“

arding Says St
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(Continued From  Page Ownod

ts reé-assert an American ‘wa will'.”
Mr. Harding fairly shouted the last
few words and there was an outburst
of applause which quickly subsided.

Two other outbursts of applause
marked the progress of the address—
one when the president sald he was
glad that American labor” was pro-
tected in the shipping world; again
when he promised additional aid to the
farmers,

The president spoke about one half
hour. There was a short outburst of
applavse when when he finished, and
then the senate melted away and- both
houses went back to wirk.

rhe president returned to the Whits
House. >

The president indulged in very little
rhetorical “flag waving.” although he
did say it was the patriotic duty of
congress to pravide a strong American
merchant marine, and he observed
also that foreign nations “are in ecom-
plete accord with the opposition here
to the pending bilL"

FLAIN BUSINESS ARGUMENT

But, for the most part, President
Harding lald before congress a cold
dollar and cents argument.

He told the congress that the Amer-
jcan fleet of ships is now costing the
taxpayers of the country $50,000,000 a
year and the ships are rotting at their
wharves, 2o that ultimately the Ereat
fleet built at such enormous cost dur-
ing the war will represent a total loss.

The subsidy provisions of the new
bill, he declared, will reducs this an-
nual expenditure by half, in othet
words, save $25,000,000 and instead of
the ships rotting at anchor, they will

& be carrying American commerce to the

four parts of the earth, ultimately. be-
come gltogether self-supporting and
finally, provide the nation with a
strong, capable merchant marine—the
dream of years.

ASKE NO NEW BURDEN

appealing for a program to diminish
the burden we are already bearing.

-“"When Yyour executive government
knows of public expenditurés aggreffat-
ing $50,000,000 annually, which it be-
lieves could be reduced by halfl
through & change of policy, your gov-
ernment would be unWorthy of public
trust if such a change were not rec-
ommended, nay, If it were not con-

sistently urged.”

HARDING BEGINS
~ BIG PARTY SCRAP

(Contitmed From Page Ome)

the sovernmént hpehd not more than
30 millions, an sconomy of 20 millions.
To overcome that argument the op

’

~ Text of Presid_gnt’s Message g

| YETASHINGTON, ‘Now. 21.—(L N. §)
| ~—President Harding, in his mes-
sage to congreas—today on the ship
subsidy, spoke as follows:

“Manibers “of The Y

“Late last February 1 to
you relative to the American merchant
marine, and recommended legisiation
which the exeeutive branch of the
government deemad essential to pro-
mote our merchanl marine and with
| it our national welfare. Other prob-

tions pending, anfi for one reason or
suggested legislation has not pro-

greassed beyond

mendation by ths houss oommittee.
The committes has given thée question
a4 full and painstaking ingquiry and
study, and I hope that its favorable
report ahorty will be given the force
of law.

*“It will be helpful’ in clearing the
atmosphere If we #tart with the frank
recitation of divided opinion and de-
tarmined opposition. I Is no new
experience. Like pro Is have di-
vided the congréss on various previous
occasions. Perhbaps a more resolute
hostility never was unanifest before,
and I am very sure the need for

action--neyer was 50 urgent before.
CALLS GRIM ACTUALITY

‘“We are not now deaithg with a
| policy founded on thedty. We have
a problem which ig oné ef actu-
ality. Wa are fasing.
tions, out of which come é&ither ad-

losses and natiopal impotence on the
seas, or al§e the unturiing of the flag
on a great American merchant marine
commensurste with our @dmmereial
Iimporiance, to Betve §85 garrvier- of
our cargoes In pealts gnd 10 mest the
negessitiss of our defense A war. There
is_no tmheu and now (0 mag-
I'nily the n of & merchant mariie
| to our national defefise. It is enough
to rechll that we dntersd fhe World
war dlmost wholly depeadeént on owur
allies for transportation by Bea. - We
expended _approximately  three _ bil-
lions, feverishly, extravagantiyy- waste-
fully and Impractically. Out of our
sagernesg to make up for the com-
misgions of pesce snd to meet the
WAr smergency we builded and other-
wise acquired the vadt mierchant fleel
which the government owns today.

TO HALT TREASURY DRAIN

our immediate problem {3 pot to build
and support & merehant shipping,
which I hold to be one of the highest
and "'most worthy aspirations of any
great people; olir problem . In- to ‘deal
with what we now possess. Our prob-
lem is to relieve the public treasury of
the drain it is already meeting. Let us
omit particulars about’ the frenzied
war-time building. Possibly we did
fully as well as cotld hpve besemn domne
in the anxious circumstances. Let us
pasas for the moment the vitsl rela-
tionship betweén a mefchant maring
and a commercially aspiring nation.
Aye, let us suppdse for & momeént the
absurdity that with one $3,000,000,000
experience and with the incalculable
cowts in life and treasure which may
be chargeable to our inabillity prompuy
to apply our poteney—-which God fore-
e R g
i esd and turn
note the mere 'Isulln,tﬂ problem, the

a fgvorable recom-'

decisive action—decisive, faverable

t eondi- |
ditional and stagfering government |

“In the simpisst way-1 éan say It |

| charging nothing against our capital
{account. But the losses are there, and
regretiably larger .government
i op-ration fhan

;01:%: few :

on capi

losses through

exoeed the S0 millions 2 yeer now
drawn to cover losses In operation.
SAYS WORK WAS POOR

| “The gloomy: plcture of losses does|can

inot end even there. Notwithstanding
{ the known co#t of three billions of dol-

lems were pressing and other ques- lars for the present tonnage, I will)

not venhture to appralse its cash valup

another which need not be recited thaytoday. It may a8 well be confessed

now a8 at some later time that in the
mad rush to bulld, ih establishing
ghipyards whérever men would organ-
izg to expend government money, when
we make shipbuildérs overnight gquite
without regard {e previohs occupation

or pursuits, we bullded poorly, often

| very poorly. Moreover, we constructed
' without any formulated program for a
merchant marine. The war emergency
impelled, and the cry was Yor 'hla
any kind of ships. The erroris recal

in regret, rather than in eriticism. The
point is that our fleet, costing aboutl
three billions, is worth otly a fraction
of that cost today. Whatever thst
fraction may be, the truth remains that
'we have no markét In which to sell
| the: ships under our present policy, and
& program of surpender and sacrifice,
and the liquidetion which 8 inevitable
uniess the pending legisiatién is sanc-
ticmed, will cost scores of millions
mare," } :

ANSWERS OWN QUESTION

Again the question is asked, why
the Insistencs for the merchant ma-
rine act ‘Bow? The answer is appar-
ent. ‘Walving every inspiration which
lies in & constructive plan for main-
taining oUr flag on the comMmercial
hishways of the ssas, walving the
prudence in safeguArding against an-
other ll,lOM.ile‘.:O madness if war
ever again impels, we have the un-
avoidable tadk of wiping out a $50,-
000,000 annual -loss in operation and
losses aggregating many hundreds of
nilliona In. worn out, sacrificed or
scrapped shipping. Then the supreme
humilization, the admission that the
United States—our America, once em-
inent among the maritime natioms of
the world—is incapable  of asserting
its independence o e seas Of the
world, It would ge® to me doubly
Aumiliating when we own tha ships
and fail in the capacity to turn their
prows towards the marts of the world.

“This problesh cannot longer be iz-
nared, its attempted solution ecannot
longer be postponed. 'The failure of
Ccongress to act decisively will be no
less disastrous than advérse action.
SEES THREE COURRES

“Three courses of action are poa-
gible, and the cholce among them is
no longer to be avoided.

“The first is comstructive—énact the
pending bill, undeér which, I firmly be-
lleve, an Ameritan merchant marine;
privately owned and privately operat-
ed, but serving all the people and al-
ways available to the government In
Any emergency, may ba established
and maintained.

“The second [s obstructive—continus
govefnment operations @nd attending
government losses and discourage pri-
vate enterpriss by government competi-
tion. under which losses are met by the
public treasury and witness -the con-
tinued losses and deterioration untfl

the ocolossal fallure ends In sheer ex-
haustion.

BEES FOREIGN OPPOSITION
“Although differing in detail, it is not

more in proportion to their population | the

and eapacity than amy other great na-
tions have gone in aiding the sstablish-
ment of their merchant marines, and it
is timely to recall that we gave them
gur commerce to aid in their upbuild-
ing, while the American task now s
to upbuild and establish fn the face
of their most active competition. . In-
dead, the American devalopment will
hAve to overcome every obstacle which
may be put in our path, except as in-
tarnational comity forbids. - - Concern
about our policy is not limited to our
own domain,  though the interest
abroad is of o very different charac-
ter; I hope it is seamly to say it, be-
causs it must be said, the maritima
nations of the world are in complete

asoord with the oppoesition here to the

pending measure. They have a per-
fect right to such an attitnde. When
we look from their viewpoints, we
can understand. But I wish to stress
the American viewpoint. Ours should
be the viewpoint from which one. sees
Ameritan carriers at sea, 'the depend-
ence ef American commerce and Amer-
ican vessels for can’ reliabés -in
the event of war. of the costly
lessons of war must be Yparned agaln
and but eur lesson In
the World: war wis miuch too costly
to be effaced from the memibory of this
or future generations, - ¥
SHIPPER ASKE TRANBFER

“Not so mahy moriths ago tha head
of & company operating o 'fleet of ships
under our flag c¢alled at the exsoutive
offices to discuss a permit to transfer
his fleet of cargo vessais to & -foreign
ﬂr::" Ithou;ham?:w wanted  to - continue
them In & ¥ Amerioan service.
He based his request Yoritransfer. on
the allsgation that by a trans-
hir he c;;u]d aedum his 1abor ocosts
alone sufficlently to provida » prafit
on capital invested. I 46 not vouch
for the accuracy of the Etatement, nor
mean. to @iscuss it. The allysion is
made to recall’ that in good consclence
congress has created by law ocondi-
tions surrou labor on Amerioan
ships which Shipbing men the world
over declare résult in higher costs of
operation under our fiag. I sincerely
rejoice if higher standards for Iabor
on American ships have bssn estab-
lished. Mere justice suggests that
when congress fixes these standards,
it is falr to extend government ald
in msaintaining them., unbtil world
competition is brought to the same
level, or untl] o shipping lihes are
so firmly establ that “they can
face world sompetition alone.

“Having discussed in detall the
pelicy and provisions of the pending
bill when previously adéressing you,

foreign commerce are of no
portance to the people of Misslssippl
and the Missouri wvalley,
Northwesi, and the Rocky
states, than to the seabofird states and

mon cause ‘with its banefi
shared. * When people in
national viewpeint, and live in the
fines of community or
rowness, the sun of this

haye passed its meridian, and our larg-
er aspirations will shrivel in the ap-

proaching twilight. a
0 MILLIONS LOST ANNUALLY
ng and inspiring viewpoint.

lcss of 50 milllons a year under gov-
ernment operation remains:

wrought out of our political and eco-

lc disputes. Tha abolition of the
anhual Joss and the best salvage of the
capital actount are of concern to all
the people.

“it 1a my firm belief that ths com-
bined savings of operating losses and
the protection of the- papital accbunt
through more advantageous sales 0f
Lour war-built, or war-seized ships, be-
causs of the favering pelicy which the
pending bill will lish, wiill more

government ald for 2§ years to come,
$5.000,000 FOR MAIL

*“It should be kept in mind that the
approximats sum or §5,000,000 annually
paid for tha transport of ocean mails
is no new expenditure. It should be
kept In mind that the loan fund to en-
courage building is not new; it is the
law already, enacted by the essen-
tially unanimous vots of congreas. It
is only included in the pending bill in
ofder to amend 80 as to assure the ex-
action of a mintmum interest rate by
the government whereas ‘the existing
law leaves the grant ¢f building loans
subject to any whim of favoritism,

*“It should be Rept in mind alse that
thers are assured limitations of the
government aid proposed. The direct
ald, with ocean carrying maintained at
pur present participation, will mnot
reach $20,000,000 a yedr, and the maxi-
mum direct aid, if our shipping is 8o
promoted that we carry one half our
deep commerce, will not excesd
$30, ,000 annually. At the very max-

ig

l‘ndt::tﬂu communities Mﬁlx:chhlnnd

the
The blunt, indisputable faet of the

than pay every dollar expended -in

“From this point of view, it is the
simpile. - “wisdom of busi-

making our

ships the foundatign of a great agency
‘of commerca in peace and guaranty
awhen it is peeded for our national de-

aid to American shipping. having in
mind every interest of our producing
population, whether of mine, factory
or farm, because sxpanding commerce
ia the foremost thought of
tion in the world today.
FEDERAL ATD UPHELD
“I belleve in government aild be-
bestowed. We have alded
industry through our tariffs; we have
alded rallway transportation in land
grants and loans. We have alded the
construction of market roads and the
improvement - of international water-
ways. We have aided reclamation and
frrigation and the development of
water power; we have loangéd for sead
grains in anticipation of harvests. We
expend millions in Invesigation and
expesrimentation to promote & common
benefit, though a limited few are the

{ direet benseficiaries. We have loaned

hundr of millions to promota the
marketing of American geoda It has
been all commendable “and highly
worth while. -
“At the present moment the Amer-
ican farmer is the chief sufferer from
the cruel readjustments which follow
war's In s, and befitting govern-
ment aid to our farmers is highly es-
sential to our Sational welfare. No
peéople may safely boast a good fortune
which the farmer does not share,
MUCH AID ALREADY GIVEN "

“Already this congréés and the ad-
ministrative branch of the government
have given willing ear to the agricul-
tursl plea for post-war lief, and
much has been done whi proven
halpful.  Admittedly; it Is Bot encugh.
Our credit system, land government
: n and control, must be prompt-

and aafely broadened to relieve our
agricultural distress.

“Now this probiam and such otherw
of pressing Im a8 reasonably
may be desalt with in the ghort session,
I shall invite your attantion to at an
early date.

WANTS MEASURE EXPEDITED

“1 have chosen to confine myself to
the specific. problem of dealing with
our merchant marine because 1 have
asked you to assamble two weeks in
advance of the regularly appointed
time to expedite ity comnsideration. The
executiva bfanch of the government
would feel itself remiss to contem-
plate our yéarly losa and attending
failure to accomplish if the conditions
were fnot pressed for your decision.

More, I would feel myserf lacking con-

imum of outlay we should be savingfidence forf Aberica’s future, if 1
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nents of the bill must show an al tical tion of and cents
native equaily good if not Datter. Com- | wich which we are contron

gress permit . ng situa-
tion 1o drift ever since the war. Under | ¥4000,060 LOSS MONTHLY
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& to limit debats. in the

Chalrman Lasker's guldance operations
have become more effiglent and busi-
nesas-like, but even Mr. Lasker insists

‘that as a businéss proposition more

money 1will have to be spent In‘ the
Jong run If the bill fsn't passed than
if it is.© The administration’s strength

in this fight lles in the fact that the

oppofienis of the bill have revivéed a
pPre-war judice against the principle
of nlbu!ge without offering any con-
crete program to deal with the flest
which was inspired from.the war. Ths
case against subsidy (s built largely

" £ on the idea that it will cost the govern-

ment more money and the farmer
communities of the West are repre-
sented as believing money should be
spent to help them-—thay want a sub-
sidy in the form of rural credit ar-
rangements, Mr, Harding must reckon

', with that sentiment and the chances

are that he will come to an under-
standing with the farm eleament in

support of their proposals in the De-

camber session of congress,
HIS BIGGEST FIGHT

For the moment, the president is
making the biggest fight of his politi-
eal career. Ha feels hia arguments and
position are invincible, for the respon-

" S sibility of congress will be definitely
* Bfixed if the bill isn't passed. Will the

Republican in the present con-
gress, where majority is more than
comfortable, turn the president down?
A group of Insurgents are already de-
fying the party leaders, but . they

haven't the “votes to defeat it

hecompletion was bellsved o be the
graat economy to the public treasury,
left us spproximately 18,200,000 gross
tonnage In ships. The figures are
nearer 12,500,000 tons now, owing to
the pera of the wooden fleet. More
than £ this tonnage js government
owned, and spproximately 32,250,000
tons are under government operation
in one form or another. The net loss
to the United States treasury-—num-
bers actually taken therefrom In this
government operation-—avdraged ap-
proximately $16,000,000 per month dur-
ing the year prior to the assumption of
responsibliity by the présent adminis-
tration. A constant warfare on this
loss of public funds, and the draft-to
service of capable business manage-
ment and experienced operating direc-
tors, have resulted In applied effl-
clency and enforced economies. It is
very gratifying to report the dimuni-
tion -of the lesses to §4,000,000 per
menth, or a total of $50:000,000 a year;
but 1t is intolerable that the govern-
ment should continue & peolicy from
which s0 cnermous a (reasury loss ls
the inevitable outcomse, ’

“This loss, moreover, attends bpera-
tion of less than & third of the govern-
ment owned fleet. )

NO BURDEN ADDED

“It is mot, therefore, a guestion of
adding new ireasury burdens to main-
tain our shipping ! we are paying these

‘W hap | burdens now. It (s mot a question of

B looked dark for the merchant Sérine
5 bill until this week. Mr. Harding hadn’t

- mput on the heavy artillery—u square
4 Statement -of the issues jnvolved and

his readiness to fight for those issues
A smpecial rule will have to be invoked

it through., The admini tion -ie- don-
fident it can win i the housa, .Onee

And push

coniracting an outlay to support our
merchant shipping because we are pay-
ing valready. I am net asking your
authorimation of a new and added draft
on the public treasury ; 1 am apking for

- “YWhen vour eXescutive government
knows of. public expendituyes :

a program te diminish the burdem we

“The war construction and the later and jhe
completion of War contracts, where mn of our impotence togfhe

general and our h tion
N“I:.i- the competing in “par-

ticular,
CHOICE IS INEVITABLSE

“A cholce among the three is inevit-
able. It is unbelievabls that the

presses their power will consant to str-
render and destruction. It hmﬂb
unbeliavable that our people the
congress which translates thelr wishes
into action will longer sustzin a pro-
gram of obstruction smd attending
lossas to the treasury.

“I have comsé to urge the construc-
tive alternative—io assert an Amer-
jcan ‘we will” I-have come to ask
you to relleve the responsible ad-
ministrative branch of the government
from & psogram upon which faflure
and hopelessness and staggering losses
are written for every page and let us
turn to a program of assured shipping
to serve us in war and to give guaranty

ndence In

the popular mind to the word JSsubsidy.’
It is stressed by the opposition and
assoclated with ‘special privilege' by
those who are unfailing advocates of

bers are directly concerned. ‘Govern-
ment aid’ would be 2 falrer term than
‘substdy’ in defining what we are seek-
ing to do for our merchant marine, and
the interests are those of all the peo-
ple, even though the aid goes to the
few who serve.
KAME AS ROAD ATD

“If government aid is a falr tesm,
and T think it ls—to apply to authoriza-
tions aggregating $75,000,000 to promots
good roads for market highways, it is
equally to be applled to the esiablish-
ment and maintenance of American
market highways on the salted seas

; ent ald is the proper des-

ican people or tha congrésd nﬂt

government aid when very vast num-;
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‘-egand all who have ecaten
Olympia Oysters  rfegularly
say it, too: “They are nerve
and brain supply-—they re-
vitalize!” Thelr phospho-sa-
lines are vital nerve and
brain elements.

Nepolean, desiring & powerful brain,
gorged on the wreng feod and get

- .
! o ; . ; . , . . 7s
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