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I have spoken In a farmer chapter of
bow the old diplomatic machine went
on working. Its Intrigues in Central Toyn, Hall I Gossip

--Gleaned by the Gossiper ?PEACE11 im(B
considered the hotbed of the opposition1
and accusations made, against Fire
Chief Toung and who was completely
exonorated from the charges preferred
against Wm. NaturaUy, ths "Slow
Down" sign has caused a Jot of com;
meat from city hall frequenters. They
wonder If It's a sort of semi-offici- al re-
minder to attaches of the fire marshal's
office that they should be loyal to the
fire chief, the real head of the fire de-
partment and who, since the recent
fracas, has been placed tn authority
over- - the firs marshala .bureauswhich
should have been the case all the time.

By;;R:A:Yt STA:N NA RD BAKER
many; a mayor or councilman from em-
barrassing positions by his words of
guidance j along the path of accepted
procedure in city governmental affairs.
"Ask Sig Gruts hell know, is an an-
swer to ouestions heard on everw floor

who had signed .the ' memorandum, of
March 18. On April , therefore, this
group, with the. addition of .the chief
of the division of economios, Allyn A.
"Young, prepared a sew memorandum
asserting that "it Is unwise to make
Fiume a fire city, for, various eco-
nomic and legal reasons, hut 'urging
that If such a decision, were to be
made. the j amplest economic rights
should' be assured to the Jugoslavs.
OBXA5BO CAUGHT U5PKEPAREB

While thJs difference of counsel was
developing i in the American delega-
tion, the Italians ?were unceasingly
plying their argument on every hand
and pressing for immediate considera-
tion ef their case. Although the coun-
cil of four was then "preoccupied with
the ; titanict struggle of ' Wilson and
Clemenceau) over the French claims,
it suddenly turned aside, on-Ap- ril J

the day Che president fell ill to an
examination of the ' Adriatic problem.
Orlando, after all his- - importunities,
was caught unawares, fumbled his op-
portunity, and then was thunder-
struck to learn that his colleagues pro

. It Is not beyond the possibilities,- - ac
cording to rumor current around the
city. ball. that. within a comparatively

short tune Port
land ' may have
new mayor and
one new -- "
maiL r And ; there's
nothing sensational
about -the - rospec -
tftra, Ntnditions tnat
would bring about

rhtnre. . - By
loaical deductions,
Mayor ttaaer j "
line to become act
ual S manages' of
the 1925. exposition.

This would mean that he would have
1 e th. ,ir

" Tie SutKly Joomt Herewith prent th thirty-thir- d inatallsest of Bay SUanard Baker
rtnry. "Th Peace,' which; Bi oarntiTe of ho the prseet of Piny m ronciudrU.
Uocdrow Wiben ai ilr. Baker accen to ail in pcnooal. mipoitiabed papers, which are the
onlr atbabla and ineantrarertibte rctwru-o- f tha facta, and which heretofore hi aem been
rnele pobbe.' Tbe epochal featare- - viU Ka imbliobed in The Journal aeriallr throuxhaot the year,

tCopffirbV 1922, bx .Doubled. Paee ac Co.. Published or Special Arranawnent irtth -

t v i the McClure Newspaper eradicate)
VNTHE day that the Germans were at last summoned to VersaillesVApfjl 14) to learn their fate, President Vilson said in" a public

statement: , '?':'';-.- - ,
'

-.

v ""It is hoped that the questions most directly af-
fecting Italy, especially the Adriatic, question, can
now be brought toa speedy settlement."

i or ine city Bail ana irs a safe bet
I that he does know and can give the in--
i formation" off-ha- nd when the query? Is
l put up to him.
I Y

I tainted on on of the big windows of
1 ul. Iu itoor.. r ourxrj street rrontage,

t the city hall are the large, blood-re-d
letters, "Fire Mar
shal Office., And
for some time past

whether by acci-
dent or- design . I
can't say rt here
has -- appeared In
the lower portion
of this window a

I I whichsign bears
In vivid crimson
the, words: "Slqw
Down!" Now itI so happens that the
fire marshal's of--

flee in not unrecent times has been

based upon the great fact that the
America, - Great .Britain and France of necessity, would have to lay
struggle in the' dark period (described

had finally reached a basis of

posed admitting the Croat. Trumbich,
to present the other side of the case.

T!?JmttS.
a letter to. President Wilson, in which
he main tamed (that tne Slovenes ana
Croat, had: no mnr riht to debate
their" ease with the council than had
"any other fenemy people.!' This pas -

the French claims, and could now
semblance of Unity, to meet the im

Orlando and Sonnino. sage at arms of April 2. brought the I vacancy , untu tne nexi genera munic-counc- il

no nearer a decision i-- In fact. 1 1 pal election." .naturally divides itself into five
periods, and will be so treated

following chapters.
to settle the problems upon the
and advice of experts. "This was
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This "hope war
th ree powers
after weeks of
in preceding chapters)y compromise ton
turn, with some
portunities of

The Italian crisis
clearly recognizable
in this and two'Bay Stannard

Baker First, the effort
basis of the inquiries

cjrie of the principal' methods of the
ference, "constantly recommended and
Here it was tested to the uttermost
failure are most instructive.

Second, the brief but stormy at--
tempt at settlement by secret discus-- I
ston and arrangement in the Council

.' oj Four (April 19 to 23). This was
according to the approved method of

' toe Old., and might have succeeded if
"Wilson had not been there. But it

"filled and led to the explosion and
crisis of the third period.

Tbirdj the appeal of Wilson (April
. ) to the people of the world in
lymcn tne controversy suuuemy

.vrntct (cv uim uaj uj a u,o " o n
; it turn a device of the New. Wilson

always held in reserve the great weap-
on of an "'appeal to the people' Here
he tried it out. It precipitated the
withdrawal of Italy from Paris and
nearly broke up the Peace Conference.
Jf also failed. .J ,

Fourth, a return to the secret
Of the Council of Three and

; Four with a furious attempt at settle- -'
rdents according- to the most sordid
.methods of the old diplomacy; first. an
t Ka ffmnt tn hnv Ttalw ntit f f ritinu
with' offers of land in Turkey, to
Sjhich the donors themselves had no
right, followed by an astonishing re-
versal on the part of Llloyd George
and an attempt to buy Italy out of

'Turkey with the offer of Fiume. This
also failed.

Fifth.f final negotiations based upon
a7 French project, the failure of which
led to "the general denouement in whichItaly, accepting the inevitable formula

. of .Paris that peace and a maintenance
of allied unity and world order was
more important than any specific set-
tlement,'

the
signed the treaty of Versai-

lles, and accepted the League of Na- -
in

IJALT'S BARGAIN
- 3 Italy came into the great war as the
direct result of a bargain as to what
fh was to get. She held aloof for eight of

. months and dickered with both sides.
She was animated, as her foreign min-
ister (Signor Salandra) said on Oc
tober IS. 114, by the sentiment ofl

; "aero egoismo',-r-"consecrat- ed selfish-
ness" and this, as he said, guided her
m her negotiations with the belligerent
powers."5 Sonnine told the council of

. four' en 'April 19 (secret minutes) that
"Austria had offered Italy the adlge the
and the Islands (of the Adriatic)" but

..the 'allies at Loredon were more gen-
erous

the
and Italy came in on the basis of yet

: the secret treaty of April 26, 191-S-

The specific provisions of the Londontreaty are set forth in another chapter
(X) on the secret treaties. Suffice.it to
cay here that Italy was promised large

: accessions-o- f territory, complete naval ofcontrol and economic domination of the
Adrlctle, ! and In Africa and AsiaticTurkey acquisitions at an equal rate
with her allies. The claims in Turkey

fully elaborated in the secret theagreement of St. Jean de Maurienne
(described. in chapter XI.).

thus came to the peace confer-
ence with her claims nominated in the forbond. It was a bond that made both
Great ' Brtaln and France draw wry He
faces now that the war whs over x and
the United States did not recognize it.all. In. fact, it directly contravened jhls

New- - and was, throughout the con.
practiced by President "Wilson.

and failed. The reasons for this

the ninth point of Wilson's fourteen:
"A readjustment of the frontier of

naiy should be affected along clearly
recognizable lines of' nationality."

And yet by a clever diplomatic stroke
at the time of .the' armistic an inci-
dent almost unknown then or since in
America the- - Italians had in reality
placed their claims under the secret
treaty of 1915 on a stronger legal basis
than any other similar claims, for they
had with shrewd foresight refused to
accept the fourteen points (so far at
least as Italian settlements with Aus-
tria were concerned) as the basis of thepeace, as France, for example, had
done.

To the territories designated In thetreaty of London, Italy had a sort of
legal claim, not formally renounced
On this basis she could have held her
allies. Great Britain and France, and
migftt, by sticking unwaveringly to it,
have thrown the United States into

almost helpless isolation. Unhap-
pily for her own claims, however, she
insisted upon going greedily beyond
the terms of her bond and claiming,
among other things, the city of Fl-
ume, which was expressly included
within the territories assigned (by a
note to Article V of the treaty) to
"Croatia, Serbia and Montenegro."
OLD ORDER AXD 3EW IJf ITALT

It. is not-quit- fair, however, to say
that there was no Italian policy auart
from the pursuit of these selfish and
short-sighte- d interests. Italy, like all

other nations at Paris, was di-
vided. It was divided politically at
home. No nation in Europe has de
veloped in recent years more rapidly

an economic and industrial sense
than Italy An Its northern cities Mi-
lan, for example : and this has been
accompanied by a remarkable growth

liberal opinion, represented by suchgreat newspapers as the Corriere dell a
sera ana tne Hecoio or Milan. No
where has the working class cooper-
ative movement had a finer or more
intelligent expansion, and nowhere has
there been & healthier revival In the
intellectual life of the nation.

While the best of Italy is not yet
represented in its political control and

leaders in Paris, Orlando and Ston-nin- o.

supported the crudest aims of
old order of national competition,
it is significant that the Italian

economic delegates- - at Paris, notably
Orespi. were not excelled In the
breadth of their vision of world eco-
nomic problems.

But Italy, as a whole, had no real
leadership at Paris. She was a prey

conflicting tendencies, with no sin-
gle dominant personality at all com-
parable to Wilson. Clemenceau or
Lloyd George. Orlando was a schol-
arly gentleman with the urbanity of

Southern Italian. While he was,
like Lloyd George, progressive in his
inclinations, he was first of all, also
like Lloyd George, a politician playing

the glittering prizes of the mo-
ment. And he was not a strong man.

could not. though he was premier.
Control his own delegation, and was
iot on speaking terms, at times, with

foreign minister, Sonnino. Sonni

Goats, Capes lj;
and

. r - . ew

Europe no matter what Clemenceau did
at Paris ; well, the sw diplomatic ma
chine, the scholar and, experts that
both sAmrJca and Great Britain bad

i I brought to Paris, were also on the
ground and at work, even though Wil
son was taway If , the Italians had
been as wise as the Japanese they
would have held off entirely from any
traffic with these men of knowledges
nut tney not only failed to do this.
but. recognizing the influence' that the
American experts would' have upon
President Wilson's attitude in the
secret councils, they ' began a clever
effort, by propaganda, argument, flat-
tery, to Influence or divide the Amer
ican experts. ;.. They endeavored thus.
with overreaching cleveraees, to play
bout games and succeeded In neither,

So matters rubbed along until the
president's return on March 15. But
such Questions, in the overcharged at
mosphere of Parts, inevitably grew
more difficult with delay. Public
opinion in Italy, overstlmuiated in its
expectations by the ' demands of the
leaders - at - Paris, became more and
more unreasonable. ' ;

Wilson had scarcely arrived in Paris
when Orlando cams to see him, setting
forth Italy's claims., urging instant dis
cussion by the heads of States and de-
manding- that the Jugoslavs be ex
cluded from that discussion. Here,
again, was the full program of the old
diplomacy ! But Wilson was not to be
taken by storm. He told Orlando he
must consult his experts.

But upon turning to his advisers the
president was astonished to find them
divided into two camps with two miite
different programs.

American experts had long- - been
working on these problems ; eVen be
fore the war closed Colonel House s
inquiry had studied them and President
Wilson had based his ninth point of the
14 upon their reports. They were work
lng on the questions involved early in
January. Professor Douglas Johnson- -

had made a epecial study of the prob-
lem in part while he-

- was in Italy in
1918.1 On January 21 the experts pre
sented what was to become the basic
American report regarding Italian
elaima. This did not follow strictly the
line of the London; treaty, nor did it
strictly observe tbe principle of Wil
son's! Point IX, "a readjustment
along clearly recognised lines of na
tionality." The experts had taken into
consideration all the important ele
ments, , strategic and political as well
as ethnographic, and, after much sptr
ited argument, had arrived at what
they considered, a just and fair division
of territory between the Italians and
Jugoslavs. They did not, of coftrse. give
Plume to the Italians, for they believed
that: justice demanded that the Jugo
slavs have an outlet of their own on
the Adriatic Wilson had practically
adopted this report and its dermina
tions became known as the "American
line'4 or the "Wilson line."
EFFORTS TO itfFLUEXCE
AMERICA

While this report was not discussed
in the councils a the time, the opin-
ion of these American, experts was un
doubtedly well known to the Italians,
who, of course, were wholly unwilling
to accept any such decision, particu
larly regarding Flume.' Accordingly,
they energetically began to try to in
fluence the American experts to change
their conclusions. They also approached
certain other members of the American
delegation who were not charged with
handling Italian frontier questions.
These men. whe were acting with the
approval of Colonel House, the con-
ciliator, evidently saw here an oppor
tunity to make a contribution to the
settlement of these enormously difficult
problems. They, therefore, met with
the Italians and finally agreed on pro
posals which were submitted to the
president, favoring far-reachi- ng conces- -

ions to Italy regarding Flume and
Dalmatia. This, a little later, was com-
mented upon in the Italian press as a
division of opinion among the presi-
dent's advisers and it was clearly af
firmed that the Italian delegates based
great hopes upon this division.

In order to make clear to the presi
dent that there was no difference of
opinion among theexperts specially
charged with studying the Adriatic
problem, these experts. W. E. Lunt,
chief of the Italian division ; Charles.
Seymour, chief 0" the AustrorHun- -
garian division : Clive Day. chief of
the Balkan division, and I)ouglas John-
son, chief of the division of boundary
geography, sent in a memorandum
(March 18) reaffirming their former
recommendations (of January 21):

Every memorandum hitherto sub
mitted aboal which any of the
heads of the above named divisions
have been consulted recommends that
Flume, and all Dalmatia should go to
the Jugoslavs. We are still unanimously
of that opinion."

The president was thus confronted
with two sets of advice by his own
delegation, to say nothing of a wild
confusion of claims by the Italians and
Jugoslavs. Although he was now Un-

der the fearful pressure of the discus-
sions of the Dark Period, which fin-
ally broke him down,; he felt it neces-
sary to make a thorough examination
of all the facts himself. Few Amer-
icana have any realization of the effort

the stupendous effort the president
made at Paris not only to understand
these-complicate- problems but to get
out of them decisions that would b
just.-- He had absolutely no selfish in-
terest to serve ; all he wanted was a
decision that would be so correct, so
rightly based, that it could not cause
future wars,. He, therefore, began a
careful study of the maps and reports.
He summoned the group of geograph-
ical and economic experts ; a series of
large relief models showing in great
detail not only the complicated and
mountainous Trentlno and Brenner
pass regions, but-th- e entire Adriatic
coast was brought to his study. He
worked diligently with the experts
over these, models, chalking all the
possible frontiers upon them, showing
the relationships of Flume to the Slavic
hinterland. Each model had accom-
panying it a map carrying detailed
statistics as to racial, historic, ; eco-

nomic and other aspects of the problem.

Already the president had, un-
fortunately promised the Brenner .pass
boundary to Orlando, which gave to
Italy some 150,000 Tyrol ese Germans
an' action which he subsequently re-
garded as a great mistake and deeply
regretted. It had been done before he
had made the careful study Of the
subject he was now engaged upon and
was due to Orlando's pleading for a
strategic frontier. - Perhaps he also
thought that - a concession in the Alps
might mitigate Italian claims in he
Adriatic ; but the Italians wanted both.
? Aa 4 result of his careful studies "the
president said to his Adriatic experts: ':.

. 3ri?,-jm'- .- ready to fight; or the? line
you gentlemen : have given - me, iwith
one possible f exception. It may seem
best to make Flume an Independent

"

port." " ;; r1- - .
f

; i

'This foreshadowed the lines ot tne
decision he announced later and to
which, ha held with alight modification
to the end. It will be seen upon what
a thorough examination both by the
experts and by the president himself it
was. based. . " - ' y ..

But this moderating solution regards
lag Flume, which was probably , sug-
gested by Colonel House, who was all
for conciliating the Italians, was con-
sidered dangerous by the four chief

CHAPTER-3- 3

no was mach the .stronger 'character
a cofd. ' determined,: imperialistic dip
lomat ef the old school?. , He was really
not Italian at alL His father was an
Italian Jew, his mother a Scotch
woman. A lonely man, -- with a dark
Immobile lice,- - he gave-- " the impression
or being : saturnine, "u He was never
Popular lit Italy, but was. kept foryears in "high places i was:' once pre-
mier, because he : was universally
trusted . as an honest, man. - Sonnino
possessed, perhaps, the clarity of mind
ancr Exity ofSDurDose?to have gives
Italian "policy "a unified "direction but
he could do nothing when diluted by
Orlando. And .Orlando,! who had much
real sympathy for Wilson's ideals.
could not lead. " --

President Wilson summed up the sit
uation admirably when he told
group of experts, on . March 29 :
can get along with Orlando, and could
quickly arrange matters wttta him
he was not scared to death of Son
nino." ' '- -

We may; come; 'now to the struggle
itself
SKtotMISHING FOB yOSlTI02r

Up to Feberuary l5i-whe- n the Presi-
dent sailed borne to America the Ital
ian claims, by some sort of tacit under
standing, were kept- - patted out
of sight. Yet the Italians Were by no
means idle. ' No ' nation at Paris was
more indefatigable with its propaganda
than Italy. .. Several .Paris newspaper
were commonly-repute- d to be in the
pay of Italy and were constantly giv
ing publicity to Italian claims, report
ing demonstrations in Italy and in
Ffume : and there presently began to
be a stream of distinguished visitors
from Italy who sought out the Ameri
can experts or came to the American
press bureau to urge their case.: . They
gave the best dinners an Paris. in
short, they were preparing the way for
the struggle they saw just ahead.

The i first real clashes were tactical
and, like so many : other Important
problems, were precipitated during the
president's absence. Two problems of
method arose in the svefy week" that the
president sailed away. The first was
the struggle of Sonnino rto prevent
complete settlement ; with Germany- -

Under the proposed prelimiharytreaty
-- before the Italian question was con

sidered. And he won out he got a
promise that the Austrian and Ger
man settlements should go along to
gether ; but a promise that the Italians
never quite-trusted- , for they raised the
same question again and again.

The other problem was far more vi
tal, for it concerned v the proceeding in
dealing with the complicated claims of
Italy. Boiled down to. its essence It
involved th question . as to whether
these, claims should be settled bv the
old method of : secret diplomacy as
Sonnino desired or by new methods of
impartial inquiry by experts
PRESENTATION OP JUGOSLAV
CLAIMS

Two ..days after the president left
(February 17), Pashlch, the Serbian
premier, plumped the whole problem
before the cquncil oft ten by proposing
to submit ail . claims conflicting with
Italy openly to the arbietration of
President Wilson which meant, in ef-
fect, to the Judgment of the American
experts. Here was the new with a
vengeance! Sonnino turned down the
Idea flatly at once. He then went fur
ther with the Jugoslavs. Nevertheless,
it was decided by the ten to hear the
Jugoslavs, "and they made a long and
dull presentation of their claims (Feb-- .
ruary 18) through which Sonnino sat
like a graven image,
president's idea for House and Lan-
sing took no vital part Sonnino was
able to prevent the reference of Italian
claims to a commission, but, sig
nificantly; did' not oppose the idea of
having a commission set up to study
Jugoslav claims, except where they
conflicted with Italian claims. By this
clever move Sonnino kept Italian
claims for consideration wholly, m
secret councils by methods of the old
diplomacy while Jugoslav claims would
be presented, openly in a. commission.
This was truly the "fine 'Italian hand.

But, Sonnino, like every reactionary.
underestimated, because he despised,
the new. He underestimated not only
the sincerity and seriousness of purpose.
but the determination, of the American
experts ; he underestimated .the grip
which the new idea, however 'Imprac-
tical" and "idealistic" he might think

it, had already secured in the world.

with new stock. In strict accord- -
new.

2
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1 " vacancy occur in the pffice of
I mayor or commissioner the council shall

PPOint an eligible person tO'fUl such

It is generally conceded that some
member of the council, in such case,
would be elevated to the mayor's chair.
an(j then they would elect some citizen
to fin tne unexpired term of the coun- -
cUman thu8 advanced. It's in the air
that eeveral lightning rods are begin- -

. . .- , ... .iki"J X tZZZ-.- . tiZTZZ--- - --- -ws"w. ",T1
citrau. employe wno wuia wim.s
to step into a' J5000 a year salary as a
commissioner.

It's a curious state of affairs when
one municipal department as to of--
flciaiiy noury tne city council j iai u
will nave to stanai i
as a protestantj
against another I

city depart ment
carrying
improvements

on public wfY
which the property
owners- - demand. i a mYet that is exactly
the case with the(
water works de- -'

partment. Recently
Commies ion er
Mann sent written
notice to the coun-- 1
ell that until 'further notice st would
be "absolutely impossible" --these were
his words for the water department to
accede to permanent improvement of
surfaces of streets where it has ' tem-
porary domestic water supply pipes, as
there is no money in sight for laying
of permanent , maina Commissioner
Bar bur, in charge of streets, contends
that the water department must not be
ah obstructionist, and Mann says he

icannot do the Impossible and lay water
mains without money. There you are.
The result is that . It's up to the tax
conservation-commission- ; to allow a
igltem fr water mains in the next

budget or a long list of proposed street
provements will have to be deferred

indefinitely.
When one has been a city employe' as

long as was Miss Roslyn Joseph, one's
circle of friends and acquaintances he- -

comes legipn. Thus
it is that many
readers of this
item will have
personal Interest in
the news that Miss
Joseph is still in
San Francisco,
where she went
several months ago
hoping to secure
relief from . eye
troubles, and that
she may have to
submit to, ah oper- -
of the eyes. Miss

Joseph Was assistant; to Clerk ' Grutz
at city council sessions, for a' long pe-
riod of time and was an attache of the
city auditor's office for 18' years. She
obtained a. leave of absence and later I

was placed on the pension roll.
.'- - We've fallen on strange times, seems
to me, when a city official who has
Deen rorcea io swear out a warrant
for arrest of a man L
who persistently 4 15? J
has flouted offi-
cial authority, and
boasted ' that he
could not be ma5e,j
to obey city ordi-
nances. - is ap-
proached by a
stranger1, and told
that he. the
stranger, was sent
by the "King
Kleagle" to de-
mand that the pro
ceedings be dropped forthwith. "I
don't know you, nor do I 'know this
"King Kleagle,' " was the response of
said city official, "but you "can tell
him for me to go to a more torrid
climate." (Only the city official's lan
guage was perhaps a shade more em-

phatic than this Indicates.) The result
was that the case was carried through
to the municipal court.

If you have ay doubt about various
offices in the djty hall having their
own individual atmosphere, you n

change your mind
after a careful
look-se- e. There's
as much difference
between the "cli
mate In certain
offices as there is
between the jbalmy
breath of " a June
day and the rigors
of old winter. And
one "wonders, too,
whether . the pow
ers that he ever
observe this condi

tion. Also, whether tbe " cold and
haughty reception the., public receives

one city commissioner's office is due
the fact, that the receiving employe

has forgot tan that a city employe in
fact is a public servant and "Is not
there simply to:erve the convenience

the .head of the department.; " Can-
didly, a lltle more cordial treatment of
the public could be cultivated --to ad-
vantage in at least one office. I have

'mind. ; .. v ;

Sleel Grutz. chief deputy.? eitjr au
ditor, is back from his annual vacation,
roent at Tachats.- - brown' as a coffee--
berry yes. I Ttnow r 1 .

- I
they", are : g r e e"n
sometimes." but
that., wouldn't ap-
ply to Sig and
ready to enter into
his. thirty-thir- d

year of service for
the city. Slg Grnts
began at the city 1- - IStT'Mhail 'way : back jn
the time when it
waa only? right
smart village. He's
kept such close tab
en municipal afairs that he Is the lexl
con to whom all: turn when they want
information i about the municipality.
He's been the "steering committee" for

it. proved the final, strain which sent!
the .president to his bed. After his
recovery' the last - desperate grapVlel
with the French occupied all his
strength and attention.

The Italians pushed their intrigues
ureiessiy uirougnoui tne uiiervai. n.s
is me peruou oi imir niusi Him bu
cooperation with the Americans en the
territorial commissions. They itnew i

full well that everrthinr deoended" on
moving President Wilson, and spared
no possible effort to do so. Xo one
connected with the American delega
tion was safe from their importuni
ties. They fairly besieged our press
bureau, feeling - that its chief was
close to Wilson and eager to get their
way in the American newspapers. : It
was understood that they bad pur
chased outright the support of certain
French newspapers. They began now
to talk of going home - and breaking
up , the conference, although taey
blanched whenever confronted with the
economic consequences of a real
breach wita the United States, from
whom they expecteH. new loans.

It is unquestionable that the attitude
of Colonel House in favoring these
concessions- - to Italy, and in dividing
the expert counsel Nof the commission,
although he constantly urged that It
Was' necessary t do so to "save the
league," widened the breach that al-
ready existed between him and Presi-
dent Wilson,

The climax came on April 13 when
the decision was reached to invite the
Germans to Versailles To this Or
lando bitterly objected. He saw that
Wilson was now coming to an agree-
ment with the Frerich,,that the Ger-
man treaty would soon be completed,
and that there would soon remain no
possibilities for bargaining, no contro
versies in which ItaJy might trade her
suonort to ne side or the other. Or
lando wrote a letter to President Wil

i j --X &

impression that the peace conditions
for Prance are now settled, while those
of Italy are still hanging in the bal
ance, has lad to the most, acute nerv
ous tension." tie refuses, tnererore.
to loin in inviting the Germans until
Italian matters were considered.

Accordingly, the next day (April 14)
Orlando and Wilson had a long con
versation, the basis of which was an
important memorandum written by the
president .which set forth the decision
he had arrived at as a result of his
discussions with the experts. He as-
serted .unequivocally his intention to
stand on the 14 points as the prin-
ciples of the Austrian peace. He
stood also by the line running down
through Istria, recommended by the
Adriatic experts in January as the ex
treme eastward limit of Italian expan
sion. As for Fiume, he proposed that
as an international poru "it should en-
joy, a very considerable degree of
genuine autonomy." This . concession
was made against the advice of the
five experts who signed the memoran-ru- m

of April 4 ; but the president ad-
hered to the conditions they had sug-
gested fo the event of this solution,
of "which tbe chief was that Flume
should be included . within

the customs system of the new Jugo
slaviaState:"

As sodn as he saw it, Orlando de
clared the memorandum a totally un-

acceptable basis of settlement, since it
failed to give Italy Dalmatia. the- - is
lands, and part of Istria, besides pro
viding an inadequate degree "of liberty
for Fiume. While the difference
seemed even at that time irreconcil-
able, yet upon the president's promise
to confer aigain with his experts and
that the Italian question would also
be pressed for decision by the four,
Orlando, at last, agreed to join in in-
viting the Germans.
STRUGGLE OVEB FIUME

Following this interview the presi-
dent, who was under great pressure in
other affairs, apparently turned the
matter over to House. The men House
called on were among those who were
sympathetic toward Italy's claims ;

and the various projects developed
were all concessions of varying form
and extent. The territorial experts
dealing directly with Adriatic prob-
lems were only called upon by House
for help In working out the details of
these schemes. What appeared to be
taking shape, out of the muddle was a
project for putting Flume under Ital-
ian sovereignty, but administration by'
a commission ef the league, and Dal-
matia under a similar administration,
with a plebiscite after 10 years. Colonel
House was strongly urging further
compromises to "save the league."

In order to clarify the situation the
experts specially charged with tne
Adriatic! prtrblem, joined by Dr. Isaiah
Bowman, chief territorial specialist,
addressed a new statement to the
president. This letter (of April 17)
was based on the fundamental .princi-
ples Of the peace, recalling to Wilson
his own words used on the first voy-
age to France : "Tell me what's right
and 111 fight for it" Once more the
signers proceeded te tell him what was in
right, at least so far as Flume was to
concerned. They asserted :

"In our opinion there is no way no
political or economic device, of a free
port or otherwise which can repair to of
Jugoslavia tbe injury done if aay out-
side power prevents Flume from being
made an ' Integral part of the Jugo-
slav organisation.' . They added: in

. "If Italy gets even nominal soverei-
gnty-over Flume as the price of sup-
porting the League of Nations, she' has
brought the league down to her level.
It becomes a coalition to maintain an
unjust settlement."

Onthe same day the president held
a conference wiut tne other American
peace commissioners and --the compro-
mise,, drafts produced by Colonel
House's efforts were thrown overboard.
The' president had decided to stand by
his memorandum jOf April '14 and told
his associates that the Italians couid
not have Fiume with his consent and
that he would not recognize the-- treaty
of liondon." - .'

Thia ended the struggle of the ex-
ports and the president henceforth con
sulted at each step his special Adriatic
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