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HE French crisis of the peace conferénce, %0 far as

installmant of Ray Btaanard Baker's
" the pewce of Taris was copcituded.
K wnd which_ . have D :
Journal seviaily fhroughout the yoar.
o Specis! Arrangement with
the four were

4 coneerned—or, better, the three (for the Italians hadl Bad practieally

wothing to do with

jt)—was now past; By the‘end of:April the official
settlempents havingto do with the French claims were |-

mostly completsd, .
But, like all compromises on  really vital lssues,
they were satisfactory to nobody. . While the French

félt that they had received too litile, the British and’

Americans feared 'they had been given to0 much.

There followed,

during those desperately crowded

and feverish weeks; aftempts both to modify the
terms by processes of further disoussion, or to evade
or circumvent them by én éxtraordifiary series of in-
trigues.. Some of these episodes have thus far been

kept wholly from public knowledge.

They furnish

an {ilyminating commentary upon the extent of the

Baker

wild and, ungovernable forces of vielence and chi-

canery released by the war and reveal the moun-

talnons difficulties which the Americans had constantly to meet.

They

are the perfect expression of the methods of the old diplomacy; for even
the attempts at orderly modification of the terms, for the most part,
were not dictated by a dssire Yor a juster peace, hpt either tn serve the
political necessities of 'the various leaders or out of fear lest the Ger-

mans refuse to sign.

In the case of the Fyench efforts at
evasion or modification, which will be
treated in this chapter, the obstinate
consistency of the French, especially
the cxXtreme group, in adhering to the
matmost limit of their claima. as first
met forth, s remarkably exemplified.
The French never stopped fighting—
have not stopped yetl—for their full
program. . These efforts at gvasjon
show how bitterly they Tesented the
conceasions whichh Clemenceau had sc-
cepted. to which he had been driven
by the pressure of events and by Presi-
dent Wilson's-insistency.

Copsidar first what has n called
the “Rhine rebelllon.™ In accepting the
demilitarigation and temporary occu-
pation clauses ' of thes caompromise
Agreement as to the RhineClemenceau
had, of course, abandonsd the early
French demand for'a special politieal
status in the German territory west of
the Rhine. .

But no soonsr was this settlement
publicly known than thers hegan to be
strange reports of Intrigues to break It
down, both by politicians and military
men. Thasa became so serious that on
April 29 (seeret minutes Four) Lldyd
George called the attention of Wilson
and " Clemencean to a speech of the
burgomaster of Cologne “Intimating
the possibllity of the establishment of
& separgate republic for the Rhenish
provinces and Westphallia "

THE RHINE REPUBLIC'S
CONSPIRACY

This project (dropping Westphalia)
comtinued to simmer along more or less
publicly under the  direction of Dr.
Derten and a band of conspirators at
Wiesbaden. These weére In constant
touch with Genéral Mangin, command-
ing the French army of ooccupation,
who favored their project. About the
middle of May, whenJFoch was making
a tour of inspection of the armies, he
war informed of this situation and ap-
proved Mangin's course, The csonspiracy
rapidly matured, to the point of execu-
tion, General Mangin personally gave
advice to the plotters, disapproving a
project of April 17 and accepting one
af the 15th, A prodlamation © was
drawn up announéng the separation of
all German portions of the left bank
and their c¢onstitution as an “auton-
omous Rhenish republe,” uhder & pro-
visional government and with a call
for election of an Wsaembly. The capi-
tal was declgred to be Coblens, within
the American sone of occupation—thus
. disguising the French influence. May
24 was fixed as the day for issuing the
anifesto.

Belore a succeasful result of the coup
could be assured, however, the approval
of the other commanders along ‘he
Rhine—American, Britlsh and Belgian
—must be obtainad, so that proceed-
ings would not be interfared with. Man-
gin, on the 224, sent siaff officers fo
interview them all. President Wilson
was startled on the samé day by-a tele-
phone message from General Liggett,
forwarded by Pershing, stating that
one of Mangin's  officers had asked
what would be his atfitude toward the
establishment of a Rhine republic, and
stating that 5% “deputiss” were ready to
enter the American Zone to start the
revolution. He had declined 10 consider
the propoaition at All. Wilson and Par-
shing both vigoroursly confirmed his
stand and ordered the exclusion of all
agitators.

Wilson wrote to Clemenceaw, asking
‘that tha affalr be looked Into At Oncte
CLEMENCA®'S COURSE 5

Here  again Arises the question of
Clemenceau's connaction with these
military” intrigues,: Of coarss, we know
he was not on good lerms with the
generale; they detasted his policy of
compromise and he resgnted thelr Inter-
farence in hig conduct of affalrs. Nei-
ther party teok the other Into ita con-
fidence. - Yet could all of these tricks
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Been played behind his back if he had
chosen to prevent them?. Did he de-

liberately calculate that it was better
not to know? ‘As respongsible head of
the “government, he was pledged. to
certain things. But many such enter-
prises must profit by the ciosing of his
eyes. He never did seem to sée or find
out &any of these Intrighes. until they
were brought to his attemtion by his
American or British colleagues Once
informed, he always took honorable
and siralightforward stéps to undo the
mischief—he could not do otherwise.

1 Bul no blame could sttach to him if

they came tog late, &8 in the case
of the Peolish conquest of Eastern Gal-
fela.

In the ‘Rhine affalr - Clemencean's
¢ourse was entirsly corredt. He at
once dispaltched an under secratary of
state, Mr. Jennenney, fo make a com-
plete Investigation on the spot and ree-
ommend aciion fo‘be taken. On June
1 Clemenceau forwarded this “report
to Wilson, together with his own letter
to Generanl Mangin, written in conse-
quence, :

NO REAL CENSURE OF MANGIN

In this lettér theére was no real
censura of Geperal Mangin, much less
any repudiation &f the project for
evading France's ngreement in _the
peace confefence fo drop the idea
of - an. independent Rhineland. In-
deed, no secret Was made of the con-
currence of the government in Mangin's
sympathy with the movement of revelt ;
he was only reproved for having com-
promised his military position, and so
having really injured the cause.

Whatever thé chances of the moves
ment for Independehce might haye beeén,
they were spolled by the course General
Mapgin had taken with the American
commander. Mugh credit should here
be Eiven- - the. clear headedness of
General Liggett If his suspicions as to
the  Inf] s back: of the revolt had
not been Aroused, Jt mizpt have gpt
under way at least. - ‘But in the face of
his hostile attitude, the French officers
could only do their hest to restraipn the
coup “until some meore favorable mo-
ment. Dorten was induced to ecounter-
mand the rising of the 24th ; and Man-
gin's agent to Liggett devoted himsslf
to the melancholy task of turning back
the plotters toward Wieshaden, But,
as he reported to his ehief, the order
to postpoone éould nol reach all in-
voived on such short .netice. Conse-
quently, the rising, Instead Jf $eing put
Off a8 a unit, fizzled out In ramogs and
mingr demonstrations, such as the ona
put down by the mlilitary police at
Coblenz on the 25th.

On June 1 the proclamations were
actually posted here and there, but
without serious effect. - What really
discredited the movement were the
counter demonstrations among the Ia-
boring population in the form of gen-
eral strikes at Celogne on May 27 and
&t Coblenz on June 2.  These were
ended by the milithry authorities. but
they exposed the artificial character of
the demand for Indepsndence. and its
isck of popular support. The German
Eovernment also sent in unanswered
protests against ths * action. of the
Freoch authorities. * The draam of the

‘Rhine republic fizded  quickly away.

leaving the compromise with France
unaffected-—incloding no special poligi-
cal regime in this territory, axcept In
so far as necessitated by the ocoupa-
tion. President Wilson's personal idea
on the project was expressed in the
conference with the American delegates
and experis on June 3, when he replied
to a guestion the republic :
“I don’t belleve it is at all Benuine—
I mean spontanesus. I would be very
suspicious of it in the present eirpum-
stances. ™ ’
We now coms to a second oup
efforts to ‘evade the agmmg:spa:f
rived at . Under the arrangementg of
the four the French not only mgreed to
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But no real rellad was secured.
W cetvention supplementa
trealy, regulating the relations between
the occupying foreas and the civil
authorities, was in process of drafting,
and under American and British pres-
sure it was bsing framed to make the
occupation. interfere as little a2 pos-
sible with the nermal lifé of the coun-
iry. .But .the veal- purpose of ~the
French being to eripple Germany eco-
nomicglly ‘and make her ntiy
less powerfiil than France, continued
breaking over these sgreements. -
FRENCH DESIGNS ON RUHR

The occupationiof certain cilies: of
the Ruls® district®as another of these
“sanctions” also‘fitted into the econom-
lc slde of this program of security,
goes toward satisfying = Besire which
did not enter into the bompromise be-
tween Clemenceau and Wilson, hecause
it was néver put forward as a condition
of peace. 'The Fregch ¢ould not lay
any permanent.claim to this district.
dared not even 80 8o far as to stipulate
& reguiar and prolongéd occupation;
but they longed to' Squeezs this pul-
sating heart of German Industrial life.
In thé Louchsur report of Fpbruary,
1919, ‘'on disarming Germany in advance
of the peace the sesizure of the region
was advocated as & means of prevent-
ing rearmament. The opposition ‘was
warm ; and even Foch, who disbeliéved
in the pfficacy of disarmament, de-
cried the proposal. EBut, in his speech
of May 6, before the Plenary Session,
Foch criticized the scheme of evacuy-
ating the occupied territory, om the
ground of releasing first, “the bridge-
Leads which furnish access to the
basin of the Ruhr, the principal source
of Germany’s -wealth, which we no
longer menace-and whose seimure we
renounce.”  Even Clémenceau shortly
before the signhature of the German
treaty, on June 24, advocated seizing
Essen — after the signature — as a
means of crippiing Germanrn re-
pources for an attack on Poland. A
nole was to ba seni demanding satis-
faction for the scuttling of the Ger-
man ships at Hcapa Flow, the burning
of ths captured ¥rench Ylags at Barlin.
and the reported intrigues against Po-
land. There would be little tima for
an angswer Before  the treaty 'was
signed. As Balfour remarked :

“If he understood M. Clemenceay's
intention, he would prefer it to come
after. Then, if the answer wera un-
satisfactory, which in all probability
would be the case, the allies would
have to take action, “and the aection
proposed by M. Clementeau was to oc-
cupy  Essen,

To.this irovical expess of  his plan,
Clemencean naively repifed that “Mr.
‘Balfour ‘had Quita understood his
policy. -

Nosdless to say, it -wids not approved,
and next day.the suggesti
inspired by the ‘extremists, was with-
drawn on thé advice of My, Fromageot
that it might appear ns an act of war.

In the -third-place, smong France's
efforts fo get -more security than the
compromises of April allowed her, must
be noted certain further attempts to
put life ‘into ‘the pallid dream of the
disintegration of Germany.. The Bol-
shevist adventure in Bavaria (April 5-
May 1) showed the dangers attending
such 'a process; but the ¥French would
noil give up the dream. The scheme of
detaching Bavaria by a separats re-
victualling organization, referred to in
another chapier, was not droppad unti]

council reported it to he economically
impracticable. ; (Secret Minutes Five,
April 28).. Soon afterward, on the 20th,
Clemeanceau lzid befors the four a pro-
posal of Jules Camben that the Ger-
man plenipotentiaries be required to
producs. credentials from ail the cen-
stituent state authorities as well as
from the central govérnment. When

on: that the treaty-making power be-
longed fully to the centra} BE9vernment,
“M. Clemencean said that had not been
tl:te case inhls'l‘lv" 'r‘hl!!s characteristic
utierance showed the Umitations upon
Clemenceanu’s vision and his relpctance
to admit that the clock cotld fiot be
turned back to 187l. This man seemed
actually striving to force the Germans
{o sign by separafe states as & denial
of the reality of the prociamation of
the German Empire in the same Hall
of Mirrors 48 years bafore. But Clem-
enceau gave up the ides, regained his
STip on reality, and even opposed later
mmngmuann in faver of it

~more reactionary elemen in
France, however, would 'not b!: 80
‘easily convinesd. Foch especially, the
most hopeless victhn of fllusions once

believed in the vision and oven pro-
Poted attempting 16 give it reallty.
This was in the days when the souncil
was bogtn:lng to consider how Ger-
many might be coerced into signing
the peace if she balked. Tt was also
during the timé of inceplion of the
Rhine republic piot. That plot was
kapt under cover: hut. on May 19
{sacret minutes) Foch reported an in-
trigua. of & different sort to- the
council. - This was the request of Dr,
Helm of Bavaria, who was at Wies-
baden with the Rhineland consplrators,
to talk to s6me French Fepresentative
about & new

alregdy taken the re-
sponsibility of detalling Gerergl Des-
ticker to hear and question the would-
and the conversa-
tion, held at Luxemburg on the same!
day as Foch's notice of it. was re-

ry .to ‘the |

tion, probably ¢

April 25, when the supreme economic | |

informed mext.day of Lansing’s opin- i1

he looked beyond his technical field, |

salves a&s “acting in the pame of the

| German smpire and of amch and every

competent state.” The idea of inter-
farencs with  German unity was thus
finally abandoned. _ ey

We come finally to a number of
ssemingly trivial, but really important
efforts to evade or modify the agres-
muonts mads by the four with “diplo.
matic jokers™ in the sctual drafiing of
the treaty. The  French had- gpecial
opportunities for making conversions
more favorabls than thes actual agree-
ments, in view of their control of the
machinery of -treaty mdking—chair-
manship of commitiees, etc. In the
Hurry and bustie of the few days pre-
céeding the handing of the treaty to
the QCGerrmans several littla “jokers"
were passed over unnoticed, only to be
discoverd /Iater. Omne such—annuling
any vote for Germany in the Saar dis-
trict if the German government
to - redeern the mines of gold—was
peinted out by the Germans and rect!-
fied st once. (May 22.) -

The story of another of these dis-

! thie treaty, Inst
of being confined to its own chapler;

whereas the intent Kad been'to’ make]
this qualffication of the withdrawal],

by Wilson—a ch from * “will" ~to
“may™ in the upation phrase. The
new article 430, approved nuny_‘m;
12, appiies only 1o obligations ~ “with
régard to reparation.” This correction
restores the balance of the agresment
from the slight further tiit'it had taken
toward the Franch "side.

But If the French, digsatisfied with
the compromise, endeavored to evade
them, 'the British—and ~Americans I—
were also dissatisfied and endeavored
to modify thenf—as will' ba m? in
the next chapter.

(To be continued next Sunday.)
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*Tis passing strange. aver the wise
ones at the city hall, that the city gov-
ernment should wait until it- finds
itself caught ina
jam - before steps
are taken to refi-
nance the munic-
ipal bonded In-
debtedness. Fxil-
. ure to sell 3500,-
000 worth of ‘wa-
tar bonds, because
of the condition
of the sinking
fund, is.the par-
ticular bump t471
“has brought about
specific consider-
ation .of the sit-
uation; but the
lack of ‘a more rapid accumulation in

the sinking fund has been a ‘tender ]

shot for .years. The fact Is that city
officials years ago were remiss in not
mesting -ihis oblignfion, and now some
definite plan—elither raising of the wa-
ter rates or divett apprepriation from
city taxes—must be -evolved to meet
the: deficiency, Maybe the proposed
refinancing, through an amortization
scheme, by Investing in syndicate 10
year e¢ertificates benring 6% per ocent
interested, compoundad annually, will
prove “the way out”; but, at all
events, it's tims that a different sys-
tem Is evolved.

And now,+*with ths announcement
that the city counecil is sbout to insti-
tute a second division of the municipal

; court, - comes -
grand rush of ap-
plicants for ap-
pointment - tor &
municipal judge-

- ship.” Gentlemen
will pleasa line up
in .the south cor-
ridor leading to

Mayor BaKer's of-

fice and take thei

turns. Den’
shoye, men! That
wiil  not - hurey
things any ! and,
like a= not, the

E decision . 8- to
who will get the plum.already s made.
But, of course, there'll be. the usnal
going through ths motions. of  giving
various candldates welghty considera-
tion. When Judge Rossmah wag ele-
vated from the municipal- to
thé circult court bench, there was a
long string of applicants to fiil the va-
gancy thus created. It's likely the list
will be fully as long for the new judge-
ship. The ermine of the wmunicipal
court may not be as costly in_texture
as that of the higher courfs, but thegs
are a lot of barristers who firmiy be-
lleve it would look well on their par-
ticuler shoulders.

in -these piping days of. disputed
gosts of living the query arises at the
city hall: -Ig 91 an hour. s sufficlent
. rate fTar over-
time payment for’
experts? City
Auditor Funk
says: “Yes, In-
deed."”.

¥
?: EE

i?

| cause Mayor B
‘troubles by removing her.

—CGleaned by the Gossiper

ancient bus Trom the hospital. Dis-
creetly they.parted.right and left, gave
& clear right of way and waited for
the mad dash by. But, instead, came
the old cart rambling along at less
than 14 miles an hour—its - utmost
speed attainment. Pact iz, the siren
was blowing as 8 safety measurs lest
some other car would run down ths

vehicle with the  tortolee-like gait as
it was “hastening” on a hurry-up eall

It any quelified pergon bas a&.burn-
Ing desire 1o serve the city as a mem-
ber of the board of censors of moys
\\]1_: ;/// ing pictures, they

seives
Baksr.,

4 w‘
is in the peculiar
position where all
three of its men-

-—
—

ga/
* filled .

re

—but

holds the place, mainly, I
Baker doesn

put in the light eof stirring up old
The mayor
&nd Mrs. Thompson had quite some
words in connection with ths matter of
exhibiting “Some Wild Oats" at The
Auditorium—and I reckon neither of
them has forgotten the incident. The
mayor, doubtless, wouldn't grieve
should Mrs. ‘Thompson resign, but, she
shows no- such inclination. At any
rate,” those who pretend wisdom
around the ¢ty hall gay that a int-
ment of an entire new board is—fbout
the only move the mayor can make:
without bringing” upon his YHead the

When it comes to dishing the dirt
about ecity hall departments, there's
one that must escape the muckers, be-
cause-of its me-
ticulous care of
the proprieties

amination of
didates. Why, it's
no unfregquent

carefulness :
:thmthemm it upon :
self to personally conduct to the wash-
reom 2 man candidats being exam-

1ined, so that the man did not. talk

outsider while the examina-
;:::::Iin'm No, sir-ee, the
givil service exams. are above sus-
picion. > -
The city's exchequer is meore than

The Auditarium contrab-
tor's elaims—the
suprems court
having decided

have lo" pay

miglt offer them- |
to ‘Mayor
This i

bers are serving |
simply by cour-|

't want to be |

outpourings from the vial of criticlsm. |

I, refer to the|

$35,000 to the good, becauss it doesn't

m“’::hh::ﬁml m _
“The first s . . : recognized
tionnaire. Gilbart E 3
attorpey. and former ‘Jaw’ .
La Foliette, has been retained

ive - taken., whan abiic
; r2 do met take the pains to 18
. | toinform themselves as to the @
can | Pess of the ratea?

fur-

-~ z - x ‘”m Mla.‘
| be_ntilived, as far as it goes, but

but Um committee de-
Investigation to the

mm .t“ hotmma‘uo a day.

ought men o right type could

 not be had for less. - .

Estimales of cost of the project firse

: -to the commitiee were at the
e of mmﬂ: $200 per

_'nu-m J. C. Ralston
Spokans,

g
A

explained that the figures had been
worked out when prices were at the
-_hl.ltel‘l‘.kxve!l.-and under presents
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can- |

€ cherish memories. ~Wg value recollections of
w pleasant things done for those now gone. And
often, too, regrets are our portion when we think
of many other things we could have done, but failed to
do—little things, perhaps, that ‘would have made the
There is, however, one solemn duty that every rule of
Wi " ﬁ;.&.mwm gs 7 ffmeiy tou{emity—-md '
1 way into e :
: g&?odﬂ;e msinks into weﬂugng slumber—it has’
‘earned a rest that should be cleanly, protected and re- -
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