. e . .., (e "ﬂ..__.' AR < -""'- '
P | B WS PR S M'}mni!"}:rw Y

e T e

SECOR D & ‘ Amt wa-
- SECTION TWO

A 1. - &

Y

By RAY STANNARD BAKER = |

stop functioning.. They sought not only
military control, but desired fo dominate

peace setilements The French got the
line of the Rhiue, the Itallans that off

I‘r i8 GOING to be a rough and tumble affair, this peace conference,”
Mr. Baifour had prophesied two months befors It began,
It was A sagaclous prophecy. The forces of the old order went to Paris,
as has been shown, quite confident of making a peace of their own kind
They were in the stronger tactical position, They had
with them tradition, experience, trained - diplomatic
leadership and, above all, consummate organization.
No.parts of the governmental fabrics of Europe, sensi-
tive to thelr own security, were so perfectly developed
as the diplomatic and milltary systems. =
On the other hand, the forces of the new order, as
shown in previous chapters, were also gathered at Paris,
not without vigorsus organization and leadership, and,
if wanting in tradition, full of enthusiasm and aspira-
tion: and eonfident (however justly) that if they did

not have the support of the léaders of the European

Ray Stannard

Baker the world.

governmenta, at least they had with them the people of
These two forces now came strongly into

conflict, and In the first place, naturally enough, ovar

tactical problems of organization and procedure.

Who should control this

vital world conference? Should it be ths mlilitary men who hafl been con-
trolling Burope for four years, or should the civil authorities agiin assert

their dominance?

Faw people’ realive what a struggle
went on at l:nrh-—-—!hmqhwl the con-
ference—between the military group and

heada of staten. Thia effort within the
seoret confetunces to escape from mili-
tary dominance and the military spirit
will be troated in the present chapter.
After that cama tha not less vital strug-
gia as to what powera should control
the confarence, what procedurs should
ba followed  mpd what language—
7 languags s slways a symbol of power—
showld be regarded as official,

In the sasgerness 1o know what wWas
done st Parls too lttle attention hax
been given Lo these enarmously import-
ant injtia) matiers of organisation. In
any politieal convention, any trade unlon,
any business organization, It ia the
A B C of the procesdings to make sure
of controliing organization and proce-
dure. 8o 1L wan, pre-eminantly, at Paris.
A large proportion of the wsettlements
ware slithar of decided or profoundly in-
fNuenced befora they were even dis-
cunsed,

1 remambar wall my first sight of
Marahel Moch, at a curfously dramatic
mo.vent, which 1 L think of always
ak s kind of syrhbol BT the entire peace
e nference, It mﬂ 2. ante-room of M,
Mehon's cabinet e Fr fmlgn
Wttire In the -Qual @'Orsay, L "High-
eelled room with Iin old ta les wnd
vieh earpets and upholstery and lveried
servants, who were always going nolse-
lamniy n and oul,

In 1hé room beyond were mesling the
chlafs of tha four grealt powers with
thelr various advisers and secrelaries
The president of tha United Statea was
therea and the prime minitster of Great
Britain, the premisr of ltaly and the
presidant of the council of Franece.

Ona sntersd M. Pichon's cabinet of
siate through double doors filted with
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E WHO belleves In luck shoula study

the career of Robert Lansing. Mr.
Lansing probably thinks that the god-
dess of chance played him a scurvy trick
after having admitted him to the Olym-
pinn helghta, to break him as suddenly
s abe made him

' Mobert Lansing's real misfortune was
nol kpdwing how e pay his luck, His
euritus the fear men have of death, The
former secretary of state’s only hope of
imimertality was to commit politieal sul-
cide, and he lacked the courage or the
viston to fall upon his sword,

When Woosrow Tilson was electad
pregident for the first time he appointed
Mr. Bryan sccretary of state. The opin-
fon Mr. Wilson entertained of Mr. Bryan
e All know. Mr. Wilson was not given
to letting his thoughis run wild, but on
ons oochsion, with pen In hand, he per
mitted himself the luxnry of saying
what he Ihought and expressed the pious

that sommebody would knoek the
:mnnluml Nebraskan into a cocked
bat und thus dispose af the perpetua!
candidats who was (he Old Man of the
. Bea 1o The Democratic party.

Circumstances alter cases,  Mr. Wil

son, &8 & private citimen, could say and

what ha plesssd ; as premident he

¥an compelled (0 make Mr. Bryan sec-

fetary of state, As Mr, Dryan knew

nothing of history and Jess of European

polition and had a superb disdain of di-
plomasy-—-diplomacy wnccording o the
trnets of being an unhaly and
Imimoral in which the foreign
piayses always tryfng to out.

stee] rods so that they closed together
and made the room within gquite sound
proof. 1 found out later that this se-
crecy was only one of the fine cere-
monials of diplomacy and that the pro-
cesCings within trickled out through
channeis closed by no double doors; but
as a ceremonial It was highly impressive.

One morning—~this was In January not
long after the bezinning of the confer-
ence—I saw these doors burst suddenly
open as though vigor.-sly pushed from
within, and out strode = short, stocky,
gray-haired man, very erect, who loocked
like some old and studlous college pro-
fesmor, but who wore the uniform of a
marshal of France. Behind him came
flying the little, agile Pichon, pleading
with him ta retam,

“Jamais, jamais!" sajld Marshal Foch
angrily.

No, he would never return. He was
through with' the psace conference. He
would ndver go back,

But in & moment he was suddenly
persusded ; and ne did go back, and the
sectel doors closed again behind him.
1 never saw Iim afterward without
having the Impression that he looked
more llke a contemplgtice old ssholar
than like a great general. = And hé had
amiability and charm of manner, ;

“I want to shake your hand M
Foch,” sald an American who met him.
_“Bhake both of them,” he replied
heartily, holding them out. :

1 have sometimes thought of the Inel-
dent 1 have described a% a symbol of
tha poace oconference, for throughout
those troubled montha at Paris the gen-
erals and the admirals, it seemed, were
forever belng thrust out of the counsils
by the frock coats snd forever belug
called back agaln, ‘or coming back of
thelr own accord. It must never :be
forgotten that they had un:ii that hour,

E

of Natlous, b
¥
league later cov-

A super-state, &
the side of which

enatad at Paris, so far as immediate

power was boncerned, was a pale rem-
iniscence. They were sirong men, these
generals, accusiomed {0 untrammeled
power and they let go reluctantly.

This is no mere  allegory of what

happened at Paris; it was actually the
way the peace conferemee began. At
the head of thé first page of the secret
minutes of theipeace conference

uary 12, 1919, the first day of the ses-
sion, will be found this caption. “Notes
ofla meeling of the supreme’ war coun-
cil™ .

FOCH'S VOICE FOR MORE WAR

Not only the peacemakers were there,
but the generzls, too: Foch and Wey-
gand of France, Sir Henry Wilson for
Great Britain, General Bliss for Amer-

iea. And Marshal Foch, the hero of

France, was presént with great new
military plans. He was still for fight-
ing! He recommended sending trrumedi-
ately an allied army (chiefiy of Amer-
feans and commanded by ‘an )
to Poland; he was for crushing, in-
stantly, the Bolsheviki of Russia ;' he
was for sorting out gll the vast numbers
of Russian prisoners of war in Germany
and s:nding home those who were op-
posed to the Bolsheviki: he was for
keoeping military possession of the Rhine
permanently for France, .

Thus it was that the Amsrican peace-
makers coming to Europe to attend a
pease conference found themselves, first
of all, in & supreme councll of war con-
cerned with a renewal of the armistice
and the immediate military problems of
Europe. The initial problems that pre-
senied itself was no mere struggle to
apply accepbed principles to = static
situation, no mere grappling of the
new diplomacy, the new order, with
the old: pno great ‘anl noble endsavor
to establish a world organization, but,
in very tfuth, a driven effort 1o put out
the still obstinately blazing emberd  of
war, FPeace had indeed, beeh axreed
upon in November, but peace had not
arrived, )

On page 7 of these historic records of
the firat day's session (January 12) one
will find these words:

He then .
man) decide
shou con
tary men,

a % .
'l'r;d‘\:n follows, a. & Epacing. upgn
the page and. 3 Swords: - -
L l.-_'rg‘lgou' Bt it was in

way, the peace conference
piag from & .
A supreme pesce eouncil—as it again
and agein so easily siipped back. The
Americans who came to Paris tihus
stepped into a moving machine, well
olled, and operated by mmen who had
long been working togethor ;. and” work-
ing for, destructive. not fgr reconstrue-
tive purposes. Moreover, the military
men hid in  reality In neking  such
sweeping armistice terms gone far to-

“Pichon. ' the eh:aln
ithat the meauni;
ue without the mili-

who ‘thereupon with-

for more than four years, been supreme’ ward predetermining and shaping the

random way In which chance weaves of Europe. 'The counselor of the depart-

hér pkaln. Mr. Moore went out of the

department and left the office of coun-

ment was lifted out of his obscurity:

gellor” vacant, an office, up to that time, | Gespatches to the belligerents signed
80 littie known that the public, #f it|“Lansing” were puplished: he recelved
gave the matter any thought, believed | pupers, statements were lgsued by him,
its ogeupant was the legal adviser of | hs was Interviewed : he received ambas-
the department, while, as a matter of | sndors, and when an ambassador visited
fuct, he in the under seoretary, which the state deperiment the nerve centers

Is now the officlal designation.
At this stage of hia career Mr. Lan-

of the whole worla were affected. Again,
a few months iater, In ‘June, 1915, Mr.

sing was connécted with the department | Bryan kindly accommodated Mr. Wllson
ns un adviser on International affalrs’| by knocking himself into a cocked hat
a%d had represented the United States jand Mr. Lansing was appointed sec-

in many international arbitrations.

He | retary of state, PFew men had risen so

was known to a small and select circle | rapidly. He had no reason to complain
of lawyers speciallzing in international | of his Inck,

law, but to the public his name meant

My, Wilson mado some extraordinary |

nothing. He had always been a good | appointments—a close observer has said
Democrat, although he was married (o | he could read motives but not men—and
the, daughter of the late John W. Fos- | his appointment of Mr. Lansing at a
ter, who wotnd tip a long and brilliant | time  of ¢risis would have: been inex-
diplomatio life as secretary of stite In | plicable were it not logical s Mr. Wilson
President Farrison's cabinet after Mr. | reasoned. Mr. Wilson did nol invile as

on Jans

o Stutes
war council into

nine

Critics  after the event forget (hat
peace had to be made in an atmosphere

t,| the London tresaty—and possession Is
points, :

still mere or iess dominated by the mil
tary ‘spirit. Bt could not have been

had been commitied to the use of every
agency in building up a war psychol-
m*ﬂ giving men the martial spirit,

ling hatred as an antidots for fear,
driving nations into an artificial unity

Sity. As a monumcnt to this passion
and bitterness there yere 7,500,000 men
lying dead in Eureps and 20,000,000 had
been wounded, thers  were devastated
citiez, ruined mines and factories, stu-
pendous debts. Build up sveh a psy-
chology for four years, innoculate the
entire publie opinion of tne world with
it, and then ask four men at Paris—or
one man at Paris—to change it all in
threa months! It was not merely a
worlid peace that had to be made but
& world psychology that had to be
changed.

No inconsiderable part of the atten-
tion of the conference was directed, all
the way through, to extinguishing the
little remaining fires left over from the
great conflagration—in Russla, in Hun-
gary, Asia and elsewhere. Once we
counted mo fewer than 14 such smali
wars going on in various parts of Eu-
rope,  The military men “who there-
upon withdrew™ on January 12 kept
returning all’ throogh the conference,
with their milltary methods, their mill-
tery suggestions, théir military ambi-
tions—as they have been returning ever
since; or they confused its purposes
and balked its activities by summary
action on their own account They were
alway® breaking out in Poland, Russia,
Cermany, Hungary, Jugoslavia and eise-

own hands, .and, too often, as I shall
ghow Iater, they were secretly encour-

ed by leaders within the very councila
of the powers themsélves, Wa find
French generals encouraging a revolu-
tion .in- the Rhine provinces; a British
géneral setting up a “white" govern-
ment in Western Russia ; Italian officers
acting on their own account on the
Adriatic and in Asizi Minor, and even
&n American officer leading the Cgechs
Into the Teschen coal basin!

WILSON CLASHES WITH FOCH

| Literslly the first es in the con-
&nn arose  directly out of the at-
tampt . civll for military

. He sald
“there was great doubt In hig mind as
to whether Bolshevism could bs checked
by arms, and thereforue it seemed to
him unwise to take action in & military
form before tha powers wera agresd
upon & courss of action for checking
Bolshevism as & social and political
danger.”
f"ll'llltm"y leaders had been sll-powdrful
for so lofig it was dlfficult for them to

still reeking with the fumes of war and-

otherwise, mfowmmnmb‘

of purpose by the force uf sheer neces-| 3€rs

where, trying to take things into their |

- | vaak

in _politicil ‘and econom'c matters as
well. - When, our treasury representa-
tiye, Mr. Davis, arrived in Paris he
was ‘informéd by M. Kiots, Freach fi-
nance minister, that he would simply be
an to ‘Marshal Foch, to/which
m and strenuotsly objected
When it was proposed that civil experts
be sttached to Gensral Foch in bis deal-
ings with the Geéermans at Spa, he in-
spurned the suggestion

was allowed to retain full power. Cle-
mencean had actually to plead with him
{secrét minutes, March 21).

and incl

the mouthpiece of the allies.
® # % It waa essential that no dtih-;'
sentions should appear. am

allies on the save of takiné“: de-

cision which might lead to- very

seripus consequences, even to a re-
newal of hostilities.

But Foch rejected the idea of having
any authority above him. He would not
g0 to Bpa “merely to deliver = letter.™
Ha was not “mersly a letterbox.”

I+ took a oprivate session with the
heads of the governments (on March 24)
finally. to persuade him.

Thus the struggle to kedp down or
sbate the military spirit arose often to
the sharpest controversies. Omnce Cle-
menceau {(February 7) burst out with

the remark that “Marshal Foch was not}’

a military pope: he was sometimes mis-
taken. He was a great general and all
were prepared to do him honor as such,™
but there was othér work here to do!
In a later session, when Marshal Foch
pradtically demanded that the peace
terms be ready by April 1, Mr. Balfour
observed that the military delegates
“wished to force the councll to settle
peace by that date under pain of not
being abls to enforce their will upon the
enemy. This was equivalent to holding
a pisfol at the head of the council™
Lioyd George had often to défy the
generals.  “No general's opinion wifl
shake my decision,” he says on March 7.
Constaatly the remedies suggested
were those of force. Here w great
armika still undemobilized ; why use

and |

Military men, with their strategic,

military, economie l:;'\n'nllnli were
responsible for the tresty of 1815
Similarty, mnlur{arﬂmm were §
sible for Aisace- tne.  Mill
.aman haye Jed Eurcpe to one blunder
after another. * * * We arse now
in setting up an

o™ & Oni9

interna-
If - this
two orders
the new.

two horsea

The people of the United
rica will rgrudlnu It

wi ths pld

la, tth-p-o;hl:e!thn m
w
%oﬂd. are tiréd of the old system,

and they will not put up with gov-

ernments that support it e
But the French desired a strong, hard
peace, and if they had suffered terribly
by military force they still clung des-
perately to it. They were still afrald,
and mot without reason, of Gerhany.
it was they who had suffered most
borne the brunt of the war: it was they
who ‘would be mast lkely to suffer
again, should Germany rise to power
and prove revengeful. They were well
aware what terms the Germans would
have imposed upon them if they had
been the vicfors. They were, therefors,
fearful of & too swift demobilization
of the allied Armies, a too rapid sub-
widence of A martial spirit.  They
wished to large armies for pos-
sible use Germany or Russia.
It was plaln that the more vigorous the
; the

them?  That army of 2,000,000 young | *°

Americans in -w‘;enwumm.
on: 10 ‘generals ; expedl-
ialf the world were

T P i - . -
WILSON AGAINST WAR .ﬂll_ll' .

No ‘man fought harder than President
Wilson “to’ prévent extensions of war, to
get - gway from thé military spirit, to
set up agein normal -agencies and civil
processes. 1 réemember once taking up
to him seme excellant reports by the
experts oh the sftuation i Central Eu-
rope. He read them carefully and said:
_“They dre like most-of the reports we

s e sder e s ST

g£et ;. good enough in presenting, the facts,

and bitterness. . On February 10 M,
Klotz, French minister of finance, was
brought into the counci] and began read-
ing a pamphlet regarding the frightful
deatruction of French ‘iddustries by the
Germans in- the occupied regions. But
President Wilson said that *this evl.
dence may no doubt affect our frame
of mind, but what effect will it have

ashingto

Ex-Secretary of state ;
A. B, Amherst, 1886; (LL.D
Columbia, 1818, Union 1918 Unive
1889 ; sassociats counsel for Unit
counsel for Behring Sea clalms
United States under the.
coast arbitretion at
American an
siate, March 20, 1814-June 23, 1915 ;
wi , June
pedce, Paris, 1918-19.

magnificent training for a future sec-
Tetary of state, and actually would have
destroyed the creative .administrative
usefulness of a much stronger man than
Robert Larsing. ¢

In the whole mummery of interna-

The ague,
British clalms arbliration, 1912-14;
secretary of

Roherl Laasi :
bora Atmn.ovﬁ R X wmbe{’}g, 1864 ; education,
- rst,

State of New '#onc 1819)
States In Behri
cemmission,
Alaskan bau.ngal'! ‘tribunal, 1903 ;

Princeton, 1917,
admitted to bar,
arbitration, 1892-3;
and counsel for the
¢ Tounsel North Atlantio
agent_ of United 8Stat
for
staté in cabinet

Sea
1896-7: solicitor

1909-18:;

23, 1515-February, 1920; member American commission fo megotiste

tional - relations thers is nothing more
farclcal than an international arbitra-
tion. It is always preceded by great
popular excitement. A ship is seimed,
a boundary Is run a few degrees north
or south of the conventional line, some-

‘The National Capital

Will Bonus Bill Be Shelved in Congressional Archives—Rivers
and Harbors Appropriation Increased-— Former
. Portlander Continues Fight on Army System.

Yo | Congress Shelters

“Sleeping Beauties"”

Borah - “fres. tolls” bill. -which went
through the senate last fall. Tt came
1o an adrupt hait in the house, and still
slumbers . in .committee. Fresdom of

thing else equally trivial fires the pa-
triotic heart. The flag has been insulted,
the offending nation is a land grabber,
national honor must be vindicated. Sec-
retaries of Btate write notes, ambasss-
dors are instructed, the press becomes
rabid, speeches are made; the public is
advised to remain calm. but it Is also
assured there will be no surrender. Afler
a few weeks the public forgets aboul
the insGit or the way in which it has
been robbed ; but the responsaible officials
who have never allowed themselves (o
becoms excited, contifiue the pleasing
pastime of writing noles. ,

Montha, sometimes years, drag on,
then & new secretury of state or a for-
elgn minister, (0 clean the slate, proposes
that the chiidish businesa be ‘ended by
an international arbitration. More weeks,
more often montha, are spent in agresing
upon the terms of reference, and finally
the dispute goes before an “impartial
arbitral tribunal™ Both sides appoint
Rgente and secretaries, an imposing ar-
ray of counsel, technical experts;

that while neither side can claim victory,
neither side suffers the humiliation of

- - - )

Mr, Lansing had been & man of mote

i

i

i &
51

]
1

E¥

the counecll, “because of mistakes
in the original terms of the armistice,

“]1 ‘ghould “have. certain remarks 1o

mike." he sald in a powerful speech on

Amymm

Then, of course, Mr. Lansing could
not reaign, but in Paris he was sven
more grosaly. humilisted ; he was com-
pletely shut out from the president’s
confidence; he wrote letiers to Mr, Wil-

sought information
delegales! It sounds meredible, it seems
even more incredible that .
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