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ecy at Paris -

Conference—How News Was Handl
f o e R OPTER I R SR R

outlined his plans in a letier to each of
the commissioners (which was published
in full in the first chapter of this se-

. Sirect ‘SOt up, little by Httle, bat was in the treaty, but|

i gﬂl:h not to mmt himself ; the m|.tuwmmm‘1 ,um:xmmx:m% m“ ﬂn‘ m::n:; o g mtm—
” most carefully

FACT stands out at the Paris peace conference as distinctive and ml' l‘bmu 1“"‘""'_‘““@:“&“ :: opinfon. Here was the ganglion, the|pared, often b:“;., experta themselves o

" determining, that fact that the people of the world were there repre- | giving the correspondents =s much ac- | BeTVe center ofhtl;: peace eontsnnl::: ¥who had drafted them, and, so far as I

#ented and organized as never befors at any peace confezence. At the|cess and assistance as possible. It did sending forth umanity those kniow, after comparison with the treaty
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not—and could not. or course—provide
Slfler congresses the diplomats occupled the entire stage, bargained, ar- | BEFHR SO0 B0 o O the peace
ranged and secretly agreed; but at Parls democracy, like | sonference jtself, for that depended upon

the blind god in Dunsany's play, itself comes lumbering | the future action of the allied delegatea
roughly, powerfully, out upon the stage. STRUGGLE OVER NEWS

In many ways the most powerful and least consid-| From this point onward the struggle
ered group of men at Paris were the newspaper corre- | for and against publicity at Paris—the

spondents—we had 150 of them from America alone. |t e mmm
I heard them called “ambassadors of public opinion.™ developed in two broad channels, in-
Here they were with rich and powerful news associa-| slde th¥ secret councils of the peace con-
tions or newspapers or magazines behind them, and | ference, the other outside among the pow-

with instant communication available to every part of m m”‘:: :: S:: lm :;Ig,nn;t'
the world. Since Vienna In 1815, since Verona in 1822, | each of which reacted powerfully upon

" . when the great powers agreed sscretly to suppress the |the other, has anywhere been adequately
. Ray Stansard liberty of the press because “it is the most powerfyl | Presented.

The forces outside the secret confer-
Baker means used by the pretended supporters of the rights ences will be considered first; thess were
of nations to the detriment of those of princes”—since | (he forces of attack, demanding wider

' those old times popular education, universal suffrage, a cheap press and|publicity. What did they represent, how
\ sasy communication, had utterly changed the world. At Paris thess am-| Were they oirtlnluc an;l how did th::
Bassadors of public opinion—at least those from America—had come not | 277 OB their campalgn? Af
shall consider (in the next chapter),
~ begghg, but demanding.

sat st every doorway, (hey |lmporance of the problem of -secrecy |corded in the secret minutes. The old
over every shoulder, they wanted | and publicity at the conference has here | diplomacy was distinctly upon the defen.
resolution and report and wanted | been exaggerated, but an examination |sive and ylelded every inch of ground
# tmmediately., I shall never.forget the | of the minutes and documents gives | With reluctance and bitterness and final-
tlon of American newspaper men, | stonishing evidence of the amount of (1¥ dug itself in. The record hers of
John Nevin, I saw come striding | time, anxiety, discusalon, devoted to the | America and of President Wilson is most
that holy of holiss, the French | consideration of what to do about |#ignificant
office, demanding that they be | public opinlon and the press. This ef- | 500 WRITERS PRESENT
tad to the first genersl session of | fort began on the first day to get| “rhere was never before anything like
peace conforence. ‘They horrified | 8t some standard, some method, which | sych a gathering of the forces of pub-
upholders of the old methods, they | Would meet the widely different condi- | jicity from every part of the world. Con-
tely offended the ancient con- |tons In different countries, and this | gervatively estimated, at the helght of
wentions, they were as rough and direct | continued throughout the conference, It | the conference, 500 writers were devot-
a8 democracy itmelf. i influenced the entire procedure; It was |ing thelr whole time to spreading abroad
" Whils thers was & gesture of uncon- | PATtly Instrumental in driving the four |information and opinion as to what was
@ern, of don't-care-what-they say, on the | Pe248 of states finally into small secret | happening—commending, criticising, tell-
of some of the leaders, no aspect conferences. The full achlevement of ing the truth, pelling what was not the
1 confarence in reality worried them | PUDNCItY on one occasion—Wilson's Ital- | truth—shaping, in' short, the opinion of
than the news, opinions, guesses lan note—nearly broke up the conference | the worjd. It was a formidable body of
t went out by the ‘oot of thousands and overturned a government. The |men and women, more powerful In cer-
words avemy night, and the reaction? | cnineit  tie i, UPOn other occasions | tain ways than the delegates themsslves.
ioh came back so promptly from them, | o m:.l‘t’ermo.fcg“r:e °'m'ln"m,"*°“' A8 | Here were writers, not only from the
inlike the princes &t Vienna & hundred | i confence more than ©h ‘?“::;“:g al{o-cr:.lle;l ngr:n Powag“t:t from n:!h‘l;xt
very orea, Egypt, Ameri
m xlwn.:.:;:{ b: i ‘::::;;;,:: racy was going to do with diplomacy. during a part of the period, writers from
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men, that there was no graver task at

Paris than that of keeping the ehannels L‘\‘_e'm:mm&nmmd_
freely open and the sources clear and Ty nation would have a falr chancs,
true,

danger of a flash-back, say, from New
The mechanical problem of the conti-| York to Leondon or London to Paris,

home of an afternoon in a flying-msa- ) paper the communication facilities of the
chine) was comparatively simple; but|world would be swamped for days and
that of the American, Asiatic, Austra-|the total cost stupendous.

The writer called a mesting of the
heads of the American, British and
French press, with the communication
experts of each (Mr. Rogers for Amer-

less and cables a good-sized volume, dl?néu;: t’;‘i:e ;u::tut.m'rgo&%m 2o

prob-
70,000 to 80,000 words (often more) every|lems were extremely difficult, but we
cay, to say nothing of an Immense|zeread upon a me‘god of dividing,
amount by mall g the world so that the summary ks
At the beginning of the confer-| reach ev part of It with a single
mtﬂanwm%uhlulnemtramﬁ :
between America and Europe, but only| We arranged that the United States
eight of them were in working condl-|should transmit the summary for Norih
tion, and these had to carry not only| America, sending it by way of Conada,
press but all urgent govern-| where it wotlld be taken off for the
ma:t;‘t nndl mll.ltaryr buslnu!:.l ::- weum: (f:anadian press, thence on to New York|and the
a volume of commerc pat or Lhe American press. We also agreed ‘more
Two of the three main linés of com-|to see that it was distributed for the| et important than the public yet
munication eastward with Asia were out) west coast of South America and to|getic campaign
of commission, owing to the war, so that| Japan and China. The British undertook | izsation, as the secret records of the
these Atlantic lines westward had also to transmit it to their own possessions|peace conférance diearly reveal, there
to carry a heavy burden of traffic for|throughout the world—Australia, South| would hdive undoubtedly been far less
Japan and the Far East The result Africa and Indis—and to the east coast|access to the confersrice than there was,
was & constant overload and, during the|of South America and the Scandinavian|and
latter part of the conference especially,|countries. The French,,on their part,| President Wilson, as I shall show later
many delays. agreed to send it broadcast, after due | used '
Hvery effort was made by the United| notification of the wave length te be| American correspondents
Sutu;mrnmnttonsl;tthanews-use_d.tromthezrentwtnlmmutwum within _the councils, in his
papers in overcoming these mechanical|Lyons, where it could be picked up by struggle for more publicity.
difficalties. Walter S. Rogers, who had|all the wireless stations throaoghout Con- Ons of the greatest difficulties at first
bean with the committes of public infor-|tinental Europe. It was a feal néver confronting most American journalists
mu;z:ﬂ and twho th:“ in charge of com-|before attempted in the world and was fundamen
mun ons for American peace com-|a real example of the informal tion- backgro affaire
mission, made arrangements with the|ing of a leapgue of nations mtfu:ﬁ ::» oo . Jos intepmationsl

.

‘:g!tg

Mpon an slectorate that might shout at AIDS TO PUBLICITY Cermany and Austria. Most of the neu- s‘reac.h government tc; send (9000 words a|tions, allied and enemy, great and small, mr had ecomé from a mut:q;.q wmrclt

My moment, “Off with his head!" and | Almost the first of President Wilson's | Iral countries were represented and often | 15y of press material from the wireléas|equally benefited. great interdsts Suthitde of its own bors
441 the Judgment of thet slectorate wa | Officlal scts (n connection with the peace | b exceedingly able man, Hie Hhose S0 | 000 " erformed by the French without |1t up Lo Freaidont Wilon 1o wecure mi | 4°rs. _Most: of dhem spoks 80 lenguage tatives there were fully
e oninian rare mighily | M for an organization for publicity, | CONSErvALive to radihl, was ted. | charge to America. The allotment was|approval (for no one but the individual|PUf English; some bad  never been od by the men behind them

Wing out to the four winds from the | DUring the war the committes of public | There developed & kipd of congress of | divided s  followa: Three thousand|experts had se¢n & Word of it), but he|2%7oad befors, &nd yet théy were now.

Jteloss tower at Lyons, or sending by | Information. under George Creel's -di- | the press—a conference of the ambassa- words were set apart for the text of|scarcely glanced at it, being then under|23Ked, in peril of their reputations, .to
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2 the American
; dors of publie opinijon—outside of the|rouline documents, resolutions, reports|an unbelievably 1vy load of responsi-| Writs upon the most complicated and hwmmm
under the seas _ mu""“jﬂ:“h‘:;.“ publicity throughout | o0 >/ rerence, which was: of and speeches for the use of newspapers| billty connected h:‘ia. the conference it-|difficult network of guestions imown to || publicity be devised.-
FLOMATS ALARMED 1t was frank m’m“:n-d.m. It was g | Value to all writers there, for profi n America. - By this method -duplicate!self.~:80 I *took the" responsibility of; ™en. A few American correspondents ence gm-, the
The diplomats at Parls wers not only | part of war, to which propagands is as | friendships were formed and mutual un. sending by the press associations and by | sending it out as it was. It was, so far|had been long in Europe and were as pose of was td
alarmed by the Invasion of the public— | Decessary as gunpowder. But the mo- | 2erstandings of the utmest value devel- the press correspondents was entlrely|as I know, the longest single cable dis-|Well acquainted with internstional af- ment and to set up a
: ially ihe aggressive and powerful | ment the war closed its tion ceased | OPed- “;‘:&"d‘ T"d:dd““t‘;“’“" to be trans-|patch ever sent up to that time. After|fairs as most of thé Erglish and French | ture mgresment, conld any one
jon_of the American press, but pus- | and Mr., Creel began winding up Its If American writers, many of whom ;-;. m :fi"' mb:{‘oml-{prm. t";" it was off we were under a great strain| writers, bul to a large proportion of forcs its policy upon the others?

' mlod, lﬂiulh.ly puzsied. They were just &lirl On November 14, Whree days | had in the tmmkn \ E Dmd > rejly 1‘!0 r;ceu't.:.;nca {oc?_h. e‘:im“:.omanngﬁol; gl’ a.nxievt:r {g: fear t’g:;t'::’;m :::},.d J;Sericm “cgﬁmmn:“%m“ "““"—“.’ mbt.omm“ajn" :r.ﬁn P Was it w
iy wh wilh an tron-clad censorship of r the armistice, annou ment was | background o owledge oreign af- I...w;n.l. and thence to New York and dis- palmpers of same-gn!a.ﬁtlo ald 14 ckly—the v blems, per- stantly commitiee, o
s press which had lasted four years. | made of the discontinuance of the volun- | fairs, especially benefited by these con- |, i 3 there to the press associations. |aivam n would secure an|sonalities, peychology, language were all urging the American point

old | tary censorship mgreement under which | tacts, it is not too much to say that tage over the others. But to our|new, and the handicap was great. view and endeavoring to get all the
ol s ad o Hind & new | the American pross had loyally worked, | they infected corgaapondents from other Th0 e aa e wot ihore (mves Wivided. | dalisnt o owent through exactly &s| We had in the American Peace com- Jiclty possible? ' Tt was thus, in
Way. but 4id not know how and were | 284 on November 15 all press censorship | countries with something of their ag-| ,° ToOr TEb SOVE PR RIS SRR | plannad, leaving Paris at 10 p. m. May 6,| mission, of course, a group of experts minuts sphere of activi
afrald. The whole technique, indeed, of | °f cables and malls was discontinued. | STessive spirit. One of .the Incidental| o . ""v. United Press and the Uni- :gl“ Was published simultaneously | who had all this d Jem that confronted the
@saling with publics in the matter of | Fresident Wilson whs strengly in favor | Dut important resvlts of the acis 00| versal Service—to be used as they saw S-the day after the treaty Haoi wis - S | e gt e T tiatg
foralgn affalrs was fire-new. There putting relationship of govern- | teren achooling fit. The remaining 3000 words were di-| given to the German delegati r. Jansing Colonel “House, and “‘"‘*5

mént and press as quickly as possible | Bumber of younger writers of all coun-| on. finally with the president. the advisa- particular case writer

B et 15 W taditiona of & Tin | 508 & Desce basis of Abaciuie frasdom, | xew, whe il be dhaping he SUC| Fiepcngenlor 3rist nevepepers. soms| PRESS AXD CONFERENCE Sy 68 seburkg maote o St “Don e commities ana
ks Sennino of ltaly, who waa for plod. | Not only did the government retraln ﬁf.?'?:a;: f.:“i: q‘um ﬁtﬁ?‘m getting as low as 100 words a day. Having this ambassadorial representa-|ents to these sources, but ths problem It Ism' get All the publici
Sing stralght ahead obliviops of publie [ from bringing any influence to bear UPOR | prderstanding of otber : IMMENSE VOLUME tive of the public at Paris, with a highly | DFesented many difficultiea. The experts mm”“"mm:fum
epinion, sosording to the old methods of | Publicity, but it made every effort o  mme Frmc.;i‘x. with fime tality, had| More  than 1.000.000 ; deyeloped mechanical organization for| were busily engaged In the work of their ure. if it at Paria,
Weeret mestings, secrst bargains, secret | facilitate the passage of newspaper | rovided & gorgecus club, the Hotel| bandied frch dusiny iy osarrore (Bus spreading news throughout the whole| ommissions, and the task of going over rosasbelafig o fallure, w
treatien. o was (he only leader In | Writers of every shade of opinion to Dufayel, in the Champs Hlysees, which | tha s = n‘ln:n mz l; world, how was it to be connected with|the same .ground with scores of corre- e oaF ¢ mlm ““I be
Paris who seemed never to doubt France, throwing down all passport | was a common meeting ground for : i oy, UDAN. OGNSR, Stacit} g

more complete publicity. The amount of| the channels 40 be kept open between I
money expended by American news-| the representatives of the governments|vari problems arose should pre-

papers, magazines and press assoclations | of the world and the people of the = i

onu::-tﬂb—l::-lonaxmbw- world? bureau, a statement of the
ness sanding to Paris maintaining m--:mn:—:mamm—mwm tical elements in-
rt.:nammot.ntum—mmmw&lgm_;?oga.mmw;ndmuhummﬂmﬁ.;_
well into millions of dollars. re, it m confessed, thers was this '

the STeaiest problems sver pre. | partial failure, a consideration of the B N . 3o T
newspapers em which found highly
was that of the transmission of the sum- ﬁ;mm oy ;““";
neared| Let us consider, fi the :
o mpletion we suddenly came to realize|and sources of l.nfbrma.mtinn. ER thought

the immense bulk of it It was nearly| Offices were opened for the American | VOI/ve us in diplomatle difficulties, But-
Dickens novel, and if put|press bureau anly l‘ewmmm I took it up with President Wilson and
one time would|Crillon hotel, the headquarters of our | °XPlained to him that it was our intent
the entire service| peace commission, It was at one of the | {0 make a wholly unbigsed statement of
for days. The writer discussed the mat-|famous strest corners of the world— |the facts, and that this would be of the
ter fully with President Wilson, and even | where the Rue HRoyale opens out into | sreatest wvalue to the correspondents
before : the broad Place de la Concorde—and it | He at once approved the idea. Our first | jg
Four whether or nmot the treaty itself|soon became ane of the buslest offices | statement was on Poland and was writ-
should then be given out—a subject more|of the. commission. Every one who ten by Dr. R H, Lord of Harvard, who
- discussed in the next chapter—he|wanted to reach Americans or American| was the American expert on that sub- }and:

ﬁmﬁ.mﬂmotcmmmﬂhm!mdmsmmm_mmumdm and even over

authorized to secure from the various|old red which covered the floor | certain of them in full. ,';‘Jmu',’.?
ccmmissions all the drafts of clauses for| when w6 came in was soon Worn 10| firgt of a long series of such statements.
insertion in the treaty. The French, on|shreds. Government typewriters, E0v-| ot ane of them (put out by our buresu)
their part, slso began the preparation of | ernment courtiers and. government mes- m M y way pro They
a summary under the- direction of M.|sengers were provided and everything| = . pared solely for the information
Tardien. The actual work on the part|was done to facilitate the work of the| J°"° PFEREVEr PO v o
of America was in the hands of my|peace representatives T . -
assistant, Arthur Swestser, and we| We considered it the function of the | LANSING “NEWSLESS”
worked in full cocperation with the Brit-

7 How were | spondents was formidabla.
Mow for, woe (he pube 6 ba Sehen wm'&‘.:mmm’“' & ship, the Orl- | writers of all nations. They had hoped suggested,
o the ‘:uﬂm c!hlh- ‘.uh'ﬁ  um Ry ‘;ﬂn‘ w3‘ﬂ£ w::;mmu.mwmm
How presa Rept erence, social agpects were. irresistibly

st wﬁhhmmmotmwmmmq‘g‘.
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EHADES OF OTHER DAYS
& larges volume of press
dally by wireless. While the | If the ghosts of those leaders at Vienna
thus Intensely suspicious of |in 1815—Castiereagh and Talleyrand
L influence upon itz news the of Russia—could have dropped
amptorily aside, as one gvoup ‘of Ita). | OPinions, it was at the same time “z

and recelving important materia] | #urprised and scandalised them mors
ana :n;‘:;\:dm'm it, or dine n-l‘:‘l:;d nechanical assistance from the goy- | than this extraordinary group of writers

and ¢ that could not be controlled, and they
Sther Italian group tried to deo 1t? Or | *¥nment. woull  had troé ndoed in grasp
should the press be treated as Lioyd | On December 183 President Wilson ar- ey Peton & -

“in Burope, sccompanied on the
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hopper, or should the Wilson method, | ready In Puris, every one of them hun- | It sometimes indeed
which was the polar opposite of the |gry for newsa. It Was necessary to in- | modern man at Paris—the sheer miracle
u.rdm um-mmw“t:“wmm of :ﬂmh&mﬂ Mm channel f,or‘;ha ln‘; of the thing. The writer sat in wm
avoiding to point squeam- | formn - men, an rough | many evenings listening to the of
shiness any diserimination betwaen news- | them thé public of America. On Decem- | the - and

pers or any sttampt whatever sither | ber 17, therafore, the president took the | thinking of the waves of ideas, opin-

infiuence of attack them? matter upder Advisement, consulting |ions, nformation,

o great importance, a8 on the day om
It may scems at first sight that the ' with Colonel House and Mr. Creel, and through the darkness and space with the

press bureau not in any way to influence! So much for the formal machinery

e ' | (]
(Pubilished and By G. P. Putsam's [ tion. “The war has set back the people| grafters, was shot mm" m- He — - -
Mo Srtiiey ™ Praiteed) | {0 A generation: They bave bowed to| had hmnumum ; - HIRAM JOHNSON :
; a hundred repressed acts. They have 4 nothing politically. Hs- neaithsr e - boi . f % j
2| o v o the government, “They | convictions. nor pessionn "mor moraia || QSIS tesvine 5 Tinir Jest - began at shinthas Sehoriar, spuaieatar
mmmgnm years. | ards. Something of the . mining-camp of g e oo oy, B Eisco, 19057, was- &

o] can ety G S e Sk ] st e e e %a‘%’”’"’ e e oovietion o et S
docflity. In the end, of courme, there | niners, gold seekers, men who had left|] W 1912, :ndmhe;(wummd Uu):fte;
will be & revolution, but it will not| the east to “make a new start” whare mwl’fﬂdn sameé Year; United States ssnator from California
come in my thme™. : _ | there was pay dirt.  The state had al] for term 1917 : o

That “1t 1 e ;
was said In
:M
wanted
war

—— 'i'.




