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daily meetings.
stood partly open.

It was, Indeed,

Austrian treaty, a swarm of new
pirea of the East
nazalled them.
Ravolution was still smoldering In
Hungary, and brush fires of natlonal
confilot or olvil war were burning owver
half of Ewrope. It geemed at the time
A varitable rmoe of peace with anarchy.
The president's case was atill further
complicated by home probloms. 1ie had
Just finlshed — nobody knows how he
managed (t—a long message to congreas,
working it out'in spare moments on his
'¥pawriter befors or after the meetings
of the four: an Irish-American com-
mitiee redently come to Paris was mak-
ing It hot for him and everybody else:
and finally, the attacks upon him and
upon the league covenant had broken out
with naw bittérnena in congress.
SECRET MINUTES ON WILSON
I thought of the enormous difficulties
that this man faced ; trying to work out
just ssitlements In this anclent hot-bed
of afrife—with the Austrians fretiing
at that moment at Saint Germain for an
unfinished treaty—irying to work out
ust setiaments when there waa no good-
Wil anywherd to ba found! And it
Wl & spirik of good will, mutual help-
falness, which the president had sought
'8 Inapire, and upon which his settle-
MR, If they were Lo be effectlive, must
mmal, It was no wonder, | thought, that
fhase bitfar weeks wers wearing him
oul;: that sometimes of un evening, after
the gonferenss had snded and he had re-
N, hin faoe looked like death; and
somelimes one alde of (i, and his aye,
would twitgh palafully, Yet he never
ERve over rylng, In that stew of prob-
fems, 10 kesp his principles in the fore-
ground and, If he oould not realise them
't thelr.entirely, (o prevent or mitigate,
ns far as poesiblé, proposaly which eon-
fravened them. His assoclates, and es-

wetally lermencesu, no matier how
Ward they fought him, recognized the
ulter nincerity of ‘his purpose. . Occa-

slonally this fealing sllpped out, as on
May 24, when Clemenceau sald: (this
is from Uhe secret minutes of the Council
of Wour) :

"President Wilson had come to Eu-
ope wilh » program of pence for all
men Hin dea) was a very high one,
bul 1t Involved great dAifMcoulties, owing
ta the centuryiol hatreda hetween s0me
races

“We have heen studying the new
boundarien of Auntria.” he sald to me
finally. ““The Austrians are at swords
points with the Jugo-Slava hers In the
Klagsnfurt Basin, Wo have been trying
1o Arrange for an enrly plebiscite.”

"They prefer to fight,” I waid
“Ten,™ hé sald, “they all prefer to
fight. Clemancsau told us the other

day that here In Instria both gides were
Puatting up bardbed wire and preparing
for war. Up here the Roumanians and
Hungurians are fighting: and the
Caechs and the Poles ™

FOURTEEN WARS INY PROGRESS

1 told him that we had cotinted up 14

small wars Ening on in various partas of
lurops
“I do not doubt 1L he sald “We

have bean, congidering tha limMation of
irmamant af these restloss small Slates,
Pl how oan the greal powers Imposs
disarmament upon them when they will
not Imposs It upon themsalves™

A few days later he put the same
Taestion, aven more bluntly, to his as-
sociatea of the Bixy Four.

e mid (minutes of June 4. Counecil
of Wour):

“The principal powers might find 1t
smbarmamsing If they were asked by
the mmall states) whather they intended
o impors a Mmitation of armaments on
themanlves. The reply would be, "Yes,
the Council of the League of Nations is
& present & plan.” To this the repre-
santAtives of the mmall siates would re-
ply: "Are you bound to mcoept T and
tha y‘:'inﬂul powars would have to re-

f 0."

.‘?l'b this neither Lloyd George nor Or-
mads any ¥, but Clemenceau,
record sels K. pointad out the
Ereatar responsibilities of the prin-
cipal powers. "

SMALL STATES BIG DIFFICULTY

No problema, indeed, proved more dif-
fenit throughout the conference than
those of the new small states During
the war the president had been a strong
hamplon of the right of the small
statelh. FHe bad encouraged the Poles
nd Serbs: and formally recognized the
secho-Blovaks, This
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CHAPTER V
ONl: evening late in May, at a critical moment of the peace conference
{I find it recorded in my notes of that time), I found the president
standing alons before a large-scals map of Southeastern Europe. It hung

15 on the wall of his study, where the Blg Four held their
It was a warm evening and the window
In the bit of driveway outside paced
an American sentinel.

For some moments afier T came in the president
continued to study the map with deep absorption. It
was plain to see that he had had a hard day of it; for
he showed it in the drawn lines of his face.

P T S i
'TWO

a trying time for everybody.

No one in the world

had turned its attention to the

problems relating to the crumbling em-
and Southeast—Austria- Hungary, Turkey and Russig—

that the acid test of democracy lay in

the treatment by the strong of the weak

FRENCH “CORDON BANITAIRE”

But no sooner had the peace confer-
new policies began to

ence opened than

develop, us far as the poles removed
from the president’s (and Joffre’s) idea ;

for they sought tosuse the weak tn help
protect and make more secure the strong.
The central purpose of the French policy

—here, as always, dictated by French
fears—was to build up a ring of small,
weak states

themselves called it a “cordon sanitarie,”

a sanitary cqrdon—and make these de-
pendent upon her, rather than upon Ger-
The Poles, with
the Polish army commanded by ¥French
a a military satel-

this was almest
equally true of Roumania and of other

many, for protection.

ganerals, thus becam

Ute of France; and

of the small states. The French Bup-
ported throughout the peace conference

—the record is full of it—the demands of

these smaller states for the utmost ag-

grandizement at the expense of the en-
of

emy statesa. This policy tended,
course, irrespective of its justice or in-
justice in particular cases, to make each
small state apprehensive regarding i

New gains, and fearful of the m!b%g'

reverse of the old enemy powers (thay
retained a profound respect for the
prowess of the Germans), obliged them
o turn to=¥France, then and -since; (e
Strongest continental state, for protec-
tlon, The more unjust the
might be, the greater the

small sigte and the sharpar the stnss of
And the more help
fiercer grew the national-
istlc spirit ‘among them: and the more

ngeded protection,
they got the

exzited the scramble for wider bounda-
ries, for coal and iron mines, for rail-

roads and industrial centers We have

a vivid picture of the situation in Cen-

tral Europe in the secret report of the

Amerionn officer, Major General F, J,
Kernan, who was chief American rep-
rescntative on the inter-allied commis-
slon to Poltnd. He says (April 11):
FRENCH ON MILITARISM

“In Ceontral Europe, the French wuni-

form 18 everywhere in evidence, officers
and men. Theres is a concerted, distinet
effort being made by these agents to
in Poland,
ve, In Rou-
has

fouter the military spirit

Cmecho-Slovakia, and, I belle
mania. The imperialistic idea
seized upon the French mind like a kind
of madness, and the obvious effort is to
Creals & chaln of states, highly mili-
larized, organizsed as far as possible
under French guidance, and intended to
be future allies of Frunce. I have no
doubt whatever of this general plan, and
It s apparently meeling with great suc-
cess. Foland s endeavoring to raise an
Army of approximately 600,000: (he

L}ledumnrh'tutoraluanumyor

about 2WN,000, and Roumania is strug-

gling under a very extensive military
means that these
people have no bellef in the efficacy of

burden. AIl of this
the League of Nations to protect them,
and thuL under the guldance of

French, a sirong military combination is
being built up,

essential to hold back
sian Bolshevism.
aa Each
statesa named has

of

be. as large an area as posasible.”

The “aggressive military action” pre-
dicied by General Kernan in April ac-
It is surely one
of Lhe iragic Incidents of the peace con-
ference that the legitimate righta and
which the
president had long been profoundly in-
terested, should have besn so confused,

tually took place later.

intsrests of the Peoles. in

even submerged, by the

allied powers. On June 2, for example,

C\emanouu\ said:
POLAND'S ALLOTTED FATE

“When we spoke of establishing Po-
land, it must be remembered that this
Was not done merely to redress ome of
the greatsst wrongs of history ;. it was
dulredtom.h-rﬂarbetmﬂu-

many and
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While
the German treaty had been finished and delivered, it
, Was doubtful whetheér the Germans would ever sign it.
They were attacking it bitterly.

soemed satisfied with anything that had been dons, and
now that the eounecil

around QGermany — they

the

capable, perhaps, of
dominating Eurdpe. This purpose, of
course, is not avowed. The clalm is that
this chain of strong military states is
he tide of Rus-
I regard this largely
the three

agyressive designs
upon the surrounding territory and each
is determined to get by force, it need

out in denun-

PORTLAND, OREGON,
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- Defense of Small States Challenged

Solution By World |

(CHAPTER 35)

(Published -and eopyrighted by G. P, Putnam's
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VERY tme we elect a naw presidant

Wwo learn what a varidus ereature. bs

the typieal Amerjcan. et A

When Mr. Roosevelt was in the ‘Whita
House the typical American was gay,
robustious, full of 'the joy of living, an
expansive spirit from the frontier, a
picaresque twentieth century middle
class cavalier, e hit the line hard and
did not flinch. And his laugh shook the
ekies,

Came Wilson. And the typical Ameri-
can was troubled about his soul. Rooted
firmly in the church-going past. he ear-
ried the banner of the Lord, democracy,
idealistic, bent on perfecting that old
incorrigible man, he cuts off the right
hand that offends him and wvotes for

prohibition and woman suffrage, a
round head in a Ford.

Eight years and we have the perfectly
typical American, Warren Gamaliel
Harding of the modern type, the Bquare
head, typical of that American whose
artistic taste is the movies, who reads
and finds mental satisfaction in the
vague inanities of the small town news-
paper, who has faith in America, who
is for liberty, virtue, happiness, pros-
perity, law and order and all the stand-
ard generalities and holds them a per-
fect creed ; who distrusts anything new
except mechanical inventions, the stand-
ardized product of the syndicate which
supplies his nursing bhottle, his school
books, his information, his humer in a
strip, his art on a screen. with a quan-
tity production” mind, cautious, uniform-
Iy hating divergencs from uniformity,
jaling it in troublous times,

rous,
who has his car and his, account
&nd can sell a bill of goods as well as

the best of them.
People who insist upon having their

politics Jogical demanded to know the

why of Harding, Why was a man_
undistinguished

8o
chosen as the.candidats for president
and then elected president?

Ar a legisiator he had left ne mark
on legislation. - If he had retired from
congress at the end of his term his
iname would have existed only in the
old ‘congressional directories, like that
of a thousand others. As a publie
speaker he had said nothing that any-
body could remember. Hs had passad
through a great war and left no marig
on it. He bad shared in a flerce debate
upon the peace that followed the war
but though you can recall small persons
like McCumber and Kellogg and Moses

do not recall Harding. To be sure he
made a speech in that debale which he
himself says was a great speech, but
no newspaper thought fit to publish it
because of itz quality, or felt impelled
to publish it In spite of its guality be-
cause it had been mada by Harding.

He neither compelled attention by
what he said nor by his personality.

ing to catch 1!, was Warren Harding
elected president of the United States?

-
O:x_'!!-mmihle Ffeason why he was
nominated was that given by Sen-

and McCormick in that discussion you |

of our presidents have been preeisely

ke Warren G. Hafding. first tlass =6o-
ond raters,

Mre. Herding, a . woman .8f sound
u$nﬁd"fhnqhw.mme
fent™ instructivé answer to the. =
The pictures' of the house -in Marion.
the celebrated front porch, herself and
her husband were taken to be exhibjted
by cinema 21l over ths land, She said,
“I want the people to see these pic-
tures so that they will know we are
just folks like themselvés "

Warren Harding is “just folks™ A
witly woman said of him, alloding to
the small town novel which was popular
at the time of his inauguration; “Main
Street has arrived in the White House "

The average man has risen up and
by 7,000,000 majority electéd an average
man president. His defects were his
virtues, He was chosen rather for what
he wasn't than for what he was,—the
inconspleuousness of his achievements,
The *“just folks" level of his mind, his
small town man's caution, his sense of
the securily of the past. his average
hopes and fears and practicality, his
standardized Americanism which would
enable a people who wanted for a sea-
s0n to do so0 to take themselves politi-
cally for granted.

L -

THE country was tired of the high

thinking and rather plain spiritual
living of Woodrow Wilsoén. It desired
the man in the White House to cause it
no more moral oversirain than does the
man you meet in the Pullman smoking
compariment or the man who writes the
captions for the movies who employe a
sort of inaugural siyle, freed from the
imhibitions of statesmanship. It was in
a mood similar to that of Mr. Hardiog
himself when, after his clection. he took
Senators Freylinghuysen, Hale and Elk-
ins with him on his trip to Texas. Sen-
ator Knox, observing his choice, is re-
ported to have said, “I think he i tak-
ing those three along because he wanted
comiplets mental relagation™ All his
life Mr. Harding has shown a predilec-
tion foh companions who give him com-
plets mental relaxation, doty
compels him to associale with the
Hughes and the Hoovers. The conflict
beiween duty and complete mental re-
laxation. eslablishes a strong bond  of
sympathy belween him and the average
American.

The “why” of Harding is the demo-
eratic passion for equality. :
standardized, turned out like Fords by
the hundred millton, and we eannot en-
dure for long anyone who is not stand-
ardized. Such an one ecasts reflections

o

Y- "',-‘l‘_.:!"_- Ly

It was a_great speech, an fnaugural
gﬂm Elongeidé the fmaugurals of Lin-
eoln and Washington, written inhllﬂ_.l most
capdble dEnglish, Harding at . Best;
If. 18 hard for a man-to mnvcindol
for years with big torials, to: recelve
the daily compliments of Dick Cressinger
and Jim Prendergast without becoming
vain of the power of his pen. It is his
chief wvanity .and it is one .that it s
bard for him who speaks or writes Lo
escape. He has none of that agolism
which makes a self-confident man think
himself the favorite of fortune.

He said after his nomination at.Chica-
RO, “We drew to a palr of deuces and
filled.” He did not say it boastfully as
A man who likes to draw.to a pair of
deuces and who always expects to fill,
He said it with surprise and relief. He
dces not like to hold a pair of deuces
and be forced to draw to them. He
has not a large way of regarding losing
aud winning as all a part of the game.
He hates to lose. He hated to luse even
& friendly game of billiards in the
Marion club with his old friend Colonel
Christian, father of his secretary, though
the stake was only a ciggr.

When he was urged to seek the Re-
publican nomination for the presidency
he is reported to have gald, “Why should
[. My chances of winning are not good.
If T let you use my name I shall prob-
ably in the end lose the nomination for
fbe senate. (His term was expiring.)
If I don't run for the presidency I can
sfay in the senats all my life. I like the
‘senate. It is a very pleasant place.”

The senate fis like Marion, Ohio, a
very pleasant place, for a certain tem-
perament. And Mr. Harding staved in
Marion all his life until force—a vis ex-
terior ; there is nothing inside Mr. Hard-
Ing that urges him on and on—until
fcree of circumstances, of politica, of
other men's ambitions, took him out of
Marion and. set him down in Washing-
ten, in the senate.

The process of uprooting him from the
pleasant place of Marion is to

have been thus described by his. political
transplanter, the
eral, Mr,

slight stoop of his shoulders, the soft
figure, the heavinéss under {he eyes be-

in some measure perhaps the con-
% of uature’s esxcesfive generde-
ity. ven all these things you taks;
it may be, too.rmich for granted. There
is not much to stiffen the mentsi, moral
| and physical fibers, ’

Given such’' good looks, such favor
from nature, and an environment in
which the struggle iz not sharp and
existence is a species of mildly purpose-
ful flanerie, you lounge a bit stoop-
shoulderly forward to success. There is
nothing hard about the president. 1
once described him in somewhat this
fashion to a banker In New York who
wasa interested in knowing what kind of
& president we had.

“You agree” he maid, “with a friend
of Harding's who came in to see me =
few days ago. This friend maid to me
‘Warren is the best fellow In the world.
He has wonderful tact. He knows how
to make men work with him and how to
get the best out of them. He is po-
litically adroit. He is consclentious. He
has a keen sense of his responsibilities
He has unusual common- sense.’ And
he named other similar virtues,” “Well" T
asked him, “What is his defect? ‘Oh,*
he replied, ‘the only trouble with War-
ren is that he lacks mentality.’ ™

The story, like most stories, eXARgEer-
ates. The president has the average
man's virtues of common senss and con-
sclentiousness with rather more than
the average man's .political skill and
the average man's industry or lack of
industry. His mentality is not lacking :
it is undisciplined, especially in its high-
er ranges, bv hard effort. There Iz &
certain softness about him meéntally. it
i= not an accident that his favorite com-
panions are the least intellectual mem-
bers of that house of average intelli-
gence, the senate, They remind him
of the mental surroundings of Marion,
the pleasant but unstimulating mental
atmosphere .of the Marion club, with its
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HARDING, WARREN G.
President of the United States;
Born Corsica, Morrow county,
Ohio, November 2. 1865: educa-
tion, student of Ohio Central col-
lege (now defunct), Iberia, 1879-
82 epgaged in newspaper busi-
hess at Marion, Ohio, since 1884:
president Harding Publishing
company, publishers Star (dafly):
member Ohio senate, 1900-04;
Heutenant governor of Ohio, 1804
06: Republican nominee for gov-
erner of Ohlo, 1910 {defeated):
member United States senate from

Ohio, 1915-21: Baptist: president
of the Uglited States, 1521,

You've evidently read the treaty.
haven't ~

A mind accspting authority favors cer-
tain general policies. Tt is mot sufficient.
Iy inquiring to trouble itself with the
detaile.  Mr Harding is for al sorts
of thihgs but iz content fo be merely
for them. A curious iHustration devel-
oped in Marion, du-ing the visits of the
best minds. He-,ldl.ethc-e'wr

men there ‘one day, “I am for volun-
tary military training ™
Mr. Presi-

“What would you train,
of the journalists “of-

1

dent.” anked one
ficers or men™
The -
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whole world, If you will. 1 should
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ing men.™ )
Mr. Harding thinks of politics In this
personal way. He does not conosive
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