TRDEN SHOULD BE LIGHT

The burden upon the small business
men and the wage eafner should be

of discouraging the uss of party line
pervice and had fixed a lower toll rate
than that which existad prior to the war.
¢  This resulted in a prejudice against
. the small usér. The four-party line serv-
ice had been developed in the Middle
I West and East, Babeock tesiified, result-
ing In the abllity to give lower rates
by reason of Increased business and
¢ bettar service.

¢ 3 ATTACKS OLD EQUIPMENT

-Babcock attacked the “obsolets” equip-
- § ment of the Pacific company's parly
£ line plant, arguing that this out-of-date
equipment . and the \inconveniances put
upon the subscribers its use was
responsible for the f in the devel-
opment of the party line business. The
Oregon policy, he said, called for the
manufacture of modern party ling
equipment and expense in proportion to
the territory served.

He sald that the Western Electric
company had possessed adequate patent
-rights for the manufacture of modern
party line equipment for the past 10
years, and had manufactured this and
d sold it to independent companies.

. = RAPS INTERRELATED SYSTEM
F . Me showed that in Portland the party
lines repreésented but 11 per cent of tha
) Lotal service, while in Seattle, where the
Foompany had develpped it, the propor-
S tlon was 50 per cent of the total, while
Sin Everett, where an independent com-
& Sapany used the modern equipment, 84 per
= Sicent of the total subscribers used the
s four-line service. ¥

He attacked the interrelated sysiem of

ownérship and control existing between

' ¥ the American and Paclfic companies and

3 the Western Electric company, and

. S charged that this was directly responsi-

ible for the policy and conditlons whicn

prevented such modern development of

the Oregon field as would result in mors

extenaive usé of the service and con-
quent lowér average rates.

SAYS EQUIPMENT OBSOLETE

" Continuing his testimeny, Babecock
dived into the mases of technical and
neefing discussion and data ;

eemed to clear to the 2
my of engineers and technical :

about the room, but left the

people, indiuding” the newspa
2 heére and there with

L dazed expression of & man unex-

Ppectedly hit in the héad with a brick.

- Qut of it all it could be gathered that
major's investigation showed that
system and equipment used in the

Portland exchanges were obsolets and
overioaded, o much so that he .said
Ahay “should be legislated or ordered
tout of service because of their prejudice
t aguinst low ratea and good sefvice to
‘the public.”

. He sald that he had visited the Mar-
‘shall and Main line exchanges in Port-
i Jand and that the equipment ysed there,
though it is the standard equipment o1
the Pacific company, was “most extrava-
P t and put a great burden on the op-
gratore.” The East line exchange was
l more overloaded than the other two, he
- testified.

| USE SECOND-HAND BOARD
F - He also sald that the new switchboard
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ATTACKS OWNERSHIP

These resulis, Baboock testified, would
apply to ‘the Pordand situation 1o an
even greater comparative extent bDe-
causs of the less efficient modern sys-
tem of the Portland manual
which are to be discarded for the full
automatic as contemplated.

Babeock also attacked the ownership
of patent rights by the American coms
pany as against the interests of the pub-
e, He sald the American company
held full title to no less than 151 pat-
ents that have to do with the latest
switchboard improvements of the semi-
automatic exchange, and he contended
that the fallure of the A'merican com-
pany to install these In the subsidiary
company plants was against the public
Interest because it resulted in the use of
obsolete or at least leas efficient and
more expehsive equipment, which, in
turn, reflected In Inferior service and
higher costs to the subscriber.

The commission will adjourn. at b
o'cleck tonight until 10 o'clock Monday
morning, when they will reconvene in
Balem.

WOMAN GIVES TESTIMONY

Mre Agnes Johnson of Portland cast
the sunshine of her smile and the spell
of her blg black eyes over the rate battie
Thursday afternoon, coaxed the somber-
ness out of Counsellor Shaw’'s brooding
gasze, drove the sadness from the visages
of the commissioners and, stepping from
the witness stand at § o'clock, left the
warring factions In smiling good humor
for the first time this long &nd weary
week.

‘She was Assistant City Attorney Tom-
lingon's first witness, put on the stand
in support o6f the Portland case, and
she brought chieer into the record, what-
aver other effeet her testimony may have
upon the ultimate resull. ' She served
the Pacific company’ from 1508 to 1918,
first as switchboard operitor, then at
the informstion board, afterward as sus
pervisor &nd chlef operator. :

Because of her experisnce With the
company {rom: a pradtical operatiog
standpoint, had besn eraployed by
ths ecity tey’'s office to make a
service 1 on in Portland and
give the results of that upon the stand.
.;::wl BECOMES POOR
, t. Mis. Johnson
ing the sur :
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not a fair inferemce that when the sub-
rcribers she interviewed found she rep-
resented the city sttorny's office they

she -smiled back ar him. "Leots
of them were afraid to talk ut all for,
fear ths company would take their
pnones ¢ut™

Two or three, she =ald, had not ob-
jected to the increased rates. “But one
of these was a lawyer. who had friends
in the company™ she explained.

Shaw went into the element of falli-
bility in human servits and of mistake,
both from the standpoint of the patron
and of the operator, -the wilness
to show that the service théck shé had
réported was not bad on the face of it
He also attempted to draw out that she
created an abnormal sitoation on the
exchangs board when she put Iin one call
aftér anothar. On redirect examination,
however, she said she had spread her
calls over 10 or 15 minute Intervals on
the same exchange and had switchea
from omne: calling point to another so

t. in her opinion, her work would not

terefere With the normal working of
the exchange.

COMPANY “TUMBLES"

Tomlinson askéd MMrs. Johnson If the
company operators and the company
had not “tumbled™ to what she was
doing, and she said they had, particu-
larly on the Columbia exchange at St
Johns. She was then asked if it was not
a fair inference that the company was
listening in on her conversations.

Bhaw admitted that the company had
discoversd what Mrs. Johnson was do-
ing. *You could not disturb the serv-
ice that -way without our discovering
it™ he sald. He then asked Mrs. John~
son if it was not presumable that she
would have Tmmappy service™ when
the ope knew what she was work-
ing-at, and she answered that she did
got that kind of service, having had
lols of one and two second answers
where girls had het located.,

Tomlinson, in opening his case Thurs-
day afternoon, reviewed the comparative
figures given between the rate val-
uations of Oregon and several other
sald, was

perda- | valuation of §3,000,000.

had been poor,  -particularly the long-
distanocs so much 3o that she had
used the Nortltwestern long-distance
lines whenever possible -because of its
fastér service.

She testified that shs had mads a
sorvice teat for the city commencirg
June 29 and ending July 13 of this yaar.
During that period she had made 338
calls, covering all of the exchanges of
the city service. Out of this total 131
subscribers reporied that they had had
difficuity through having to.wait long
periods for the opcrator to answer, Con-
tineal wrong numbérs had bothersd 150
and long waits with no report from he

tor in responses to calls had both«
ered 131. Of the total 196 complained
that they were ofien called when Dot
wanted: 169 were displeased because
they were éut off while taiking, 118 had

'(}
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thres times the popula by

ation of $13.000,000, Maryland wit
double the po #n had 36,000,000 and
Indiana’s valuation was §15,000,000 with
four times the population of Oregon.

The commission av the opening of the
afterpoon session Thursday overruled
Ehaw's objections to the demand of City

Mott of Astoria that he be per-

mitted to put N. Wigdon, rate engineer
of the company, upon the stand for the
purpose of securing the Astoria rate
case and rate of return.

Wigdon testified that the Astoria rate

CHA
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Swimming Classes -/
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“-. & friend beld his paralysed right

‘| hand aloft August Dell, & native of Ger-

tending “that it was not fo

size elther of the city or of the exchange
which served it

UNFAIRNESS POINTED OUT
“lt would be wunfair to ask

Shaw complimented Mott on his argu-
ment, saying that “so far as it deals
with prineciple it is so logical and so
forceful that I want you to know 1 agree
with you” But, he contenued, tha ocon-
struction of a4 rate fabric was cast on
broader lines than the counditions found
in one locality. He said that it was the
ecffort of the company to adjust and dis-
tribute the load of its rales over the en-
tire state that & reasonable return would
be made without throwing an unfair or
undue burden on any one locality.

Hg sald that “the return for the state
as & whole is the aggregats of all re-
spo-bilitles,” and that the company
expected to make mora In the larger
cities, up to the poin: of a reasdOnable
return, than in the smaller communities
lesg able to bear 1 ‘¢ share of the
burden.

“We carry the burden™ Shaw sald,
“because we carry the losses in some lo-
calities side by side with the moderats
returns In others. We attempt to de-
termine such rates as distributed gener-
ally will yield & return of the stie as
a8 whole”

He insisted that the rates “worked
out on the average” and sald that If
he believed Astoria would be required

it net he would go

and ask for a reduction to a reasonable
return.

CASES NOT PARALLEL

two places I pay the loll for that use,
addition to the meonthly rental charge.”

GAS TANK ILOCK BROKEX

Oregon City, July 23.—The lock on the
gasoline tank at the Miller-Parker gar-
age was broken Wednesday night about
1 o'clock, when some -molorisls appar-
ently helped themselves to gas for their
car. The night man at the garage was
at lunch at the time, but found nothing
but the lock disturbed upon his return’

it
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Those admilted (o citisenship
morning are: Allen H. Rollinson, Eng-
land; Hans Oscar Anderson, Norway;
Petar J. Ivicevich, Austria; AN Gobin,
Switseriand ; David C. Lewis, England ;
Joseph Haklett, Ireland ; Johan F. Rob-
inson, Finland ; Robert H. Graham, Scot-
land ; John Lindner, Germany; Frank
Ralph, Scotiand ;: Arthur C. Lomar,
Zealand ; Ernest H. Beolt, Ireland ;: Peter
Heinrich Fellberg, Gefmany: John O.
Gibson, Scotland; Willlam Miller, Ger-
many: Willam F. Man, Germany;
George Arthur Peaks, England: Ru-
dolph Rode, Rusala;: Adrian Sharkey,
Ireland ; August Dell, Germany.
OTHERS ADMITTED—

Russia ; Joseph Schnitzer, Rus-
sia; Ispak R Mitthy, Norway:
Assad Kaady, Turkey ; Mrs. Minnie Rog-
oway, Russia; Howard Danlel Scott,
Canada ; Walter Ewan, England ; Fred-
erick A, Shoenlen, Germany; Maxwell
H. Keln, Germany ; Lorens, Frelsinger,
Austria-Hungary: Francedco Guerra,
Italy; Fred Relhl, Ausiriz; Gunnar F.
Edelman, Finland ; Willlam O’'Callaghan,
Ireland ; Gennare Alfano, Italy: Car] Q.
Manderson, Bweden ; Gustave H. C. Ehl-
ers, Germany ; Anna Lang, Austria ; Elix.
abeth Gatzen, Germany ; Frank Pleshnlk,
Austria; Henry de Meelesr, Beigium;
Louise B. Wals, Germany ;: Anna Huber,
Germany ; Michaesl Till, Hungary : John
J. Strselecki, Russiap Poland ; Frans L.
J. Eckerleln, Germany ; Werner Ruffner,
Switseriand ; Bernard M. Ford, England ;
Fred L. Miller, Germany ;: Joséph A. We-
ber, Bohemia: Felix Willilam Carlsen;
Finland: Alexander Johnson, BSweden
George 8 Myers, Serbia; Gus L. Robin-
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ADDED DE LUXE ATTRACTION

SONORA GRAND OPERA STARS

In Musical Gems and Popular Hits
Presented for the first time in Portland
at popular pricess. World-renowned
singers in a high-class music festival.

NQ INCREASE IN PRICES

-

wise '
Wife in a City of Folly

STARTS
SATURDAY

Mail Orders Sent Prepaid on- Approval

85 MEN'S SPECIALS $/

Values to $10
ALL STYLES, SHAPES
AND LASTS

- leathers —Black; Brown,
Tan, Mahogany and Two
Tones; all sizes in these
two lots, 5 to 12; A to EE.
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