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IS hardly conceivable that Japan

way jeopardize the suctess of
conference of the mnations at
Fashington.
EIf one of the powérs holds aloof,
8 is danger of utter failure. If
& of the powers Believes the other
tions are in league to crush’her,
jere is danger of failure. If one of
powers refuses ﬂapo:ulhllit’y or
28 to discuss pertinent questions,
here is danger of fallure, 5
= If there is no discussion of prob-
ms what will be the result? When
pns are at odds on a question
re are but two methods of settle-
pent.  ‘Ome, i around the council
] ~'The other is on the battle-
1t is in one of these ways that
isions have been arrived at
agh all the UOfld'p history. If,
én, Japan will not discuss the fu-
s of the ‘world in a. conference,
does she ‘propose to settle it?
[hat is the alternative?
= There was an attempt at The
Hague, years ago, to effect a meas-
re ¢f disarmamert among the na-
ns, and to settle guestions mbout
y¢ council table. Every chief power

bstitute the ways of peace for the
of war. The main holdout was
nany. She would not depend on
cofincil table’and she would not
She had problems — prob-
ms mych the same as Japan's. And
would not trust her diplomats to
Jrotect her interests. Instead she
' d on maintaining and increas-
g her fightirg forces: :
* The result everybody knows. Ger-
¥ is prostrate. Her rulers are In
fle. She js facing a stupendous
| She i8 bankrupt, She cannot
» without the consent of the al-
‘Her army and her navy are
e Her fareign Y ons are
pnie. < She has shrunk to the posi-
pn of a ward of the nations - ,
EC nly dapan will not insist on
itieément of her problems by the
ord. Certainly she ‘will not as-
pne the place that" as-
imed in the world’s directory.
Her delay in ‘entering whole-
tedly into the spirit of the con-
ce can hardly be so interpreted.
“is more likely a diplomatic move.
doubtedly when the gepresenta-
ges of the nations &ssemble, Nip-
iréd _for open aad frank discussion
Otherise’

A of .

atus of 1913, armies and pavies
I assume command, apd the peo-
b5 of fhe easth will Hrepare for

48, including 1.090,643 gross tons
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:.9235| phone company -and its parent, and

| farms on the instaliment plan. The

.be considered in raising farmers’

| profits- totaling $444,000,000. « Oné{

|| sanizedyin New Yerk. It proposes
branches in all important bul-.aﬁﬁp

GTEE public service commission
- ~should tzke the financial con-
dition of Oregon farmers and their
ability to meet increased telephone

the details of its expenditure, bafore
fixing the rate that would put an
added burden on the farmer."

This was the contention of Charles
E. Spence, master of the State grangs,
in his testimony at the telephone
hearing at Bslem Tuesday.  He
showed that it would take nine bush-
els of wheat to pay for the telephone
service which two and one fourth
bushels of wheat would have paid
for two years ago, and that it would
now require 35 dozen eggs to pay-a
year's phone bill, against nine dozen
in other daya. ' He saild 60 pounds oL
wool would be required to pay' for
what nine pounds would. have paid
for before, He added: . :

When you doubled the telephome rate
to the farmer at a time when the value

of his products was cut in twq you,
in effect, multiplied his rate by :

In contending that the finan&ial

condition of~the farmers. as well as
the financial condition of the phone
company, should be taken into con-
sideration, iz Mr. Spence not ‘on
sound ground? Does a public serv-
ice commission exist to consider the
welfare of all the le or merely
the welfare of the utility?
' Government reports declare that
the decrease in the monetary wvalue
of farm products is €8 per cent. That
is to say, 68 per cent of all the assets
of.the farmers have been swept away
by the price slump except land, and
such saviigs 48 they may have ac-
cumulated.s _

The department of agriculiure es-
timates - that thé shrinkage in the
monetary value of American live-
stock is 23 billions, and that the
total shrinkage in the value of farm
products is 8% billions. High au-
thorities declare this shrinkage to be
a' destruction of one third of the
buying powsr of the country.

Mr. Ho president of: the
Farm Federation, -~declares
that 1,600,000 out of 6,000,000 Amer
jcan farmers have beén made bank-
rupt by the price slump. Many of
them are farm tenants who had
barely encugh assets to bty an out-
fit and rent a farm. Others bought

drop of prices below the cost of pro-
ductiéon has wipad them out., Are
not thess conditions legitimately to

phone rates to as high as $30 a yedr,
or 32.50 a month, as in Columbia
county? = .

In con with these conditions
is the prosperous financial condition
of the American Telephone & Tele-
graph ecompany, majority owner of
its satellite company, in whose be-
half the present late advance in rates
was made. In its report for 1920
the parent company declared that in
39 years its annual dividend hdd not
fallen below 73 per cent, and that
over and above these and higher divi-
dends it had accumulated surplua

paragraph in its 1920 report was as
follows: .

The company In 1920, after meeting

all operating charges and making ade-
quate provision for depreciation and
obsolescence and for federal taxes pay-
able In 1921, had available for interest
and” dividends §70.686904. = * ¢

In 1920, the year covered by this
glowing report, every other enter-
prise in America was pocketing
losses. The squeeme on the farmess
swept away 68 per cent of their pro-
duced assets, if government reports
can be trusted. The American Thie-
phoné & Telegraph company paid an
3 pér cent dividend and set aside
$8,000,000 for contingencies and
'$8,434,422 surplus Of course, the
latter is not under the jurisdiction af
the Oregon commission. But wasn'i
Spence right in contending that the
situation of the agricultural workers

should be considered in advancing!|

rates to make telephone profits, of
which 70 per cent goes to the Amer-
jean Teléphorie & Telegraph eoim-
pany? . -
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. A “Sell Now League” has been or-

centers. The objective is the maxi-

mum rapidity in the turn-over of}
| merchandise stocks. The method is

no reduction as com with the
taxes for 1921. ‘The second is that
although the corporations and the
men of big income are to be relieved,
| the man of modest means is to es-
‘cape none of his burden.

Budget Man Dawes is
to effect a saving through'coordina-
tion of government departments and
Congress has effected a modest
economy in the army appropria-
tions. But there are mo
savings so far forecast. :a'mw
ment costs are going on, the domes-
thontluwmmwbhn-
duced, the cost of war cannot be
evaded, and to date there has been
no word of reduqtion in government
activities. On"the other hand, Secrgy
tary Mellon and senate finance com-
mittes mem say the taxes may

be even heavier next year, ]

to pay the taxes? The"sales tax has
been abandoned.s Thére has been mo
announcement As to whai the fax
altérations aré to, be—except two.
One is that the excess profits taxes
are to be abolished. Instead there is
talk of a flat 15 per cent tax on
corporations. * The ' other change
under consideration  is a reduction
of 33 per cent in the surtax on in-
comes above §75.000. .

IThe elimination of the excess
profits tax means.that corporations
will pay only 15 per cent taxes
whatever their incomes may be, In-
stead of paying a graduated tax as
their profits mount. The reduction
in the surtax means that men or
corporations that have incomes of
more than $75.000 a year will be re~
_ ed of the necessity of paying so
much income tax. But there is no
relief in sight for the man of modest
meansg. ' '

‘On the other hand, taxes are not
to be reduced. The taxes of the cor-
porations and the men of large
incomes are to be cut. If they are
cut, who will make up the differ-
ence? The government demands the
same amount of mbhey as last years
The big man will not |be ‘compelled
to pay as much. W‘ho.‘ then, will
pay it? _

Congress has not yet acted. Per-
haps congressional representativés
will change the situation. But if
they fail the little fellow will stagger

"burden of tremendous tax .demands.

A French sclentist has perfected
an X-ray camera which- will take
photographs through stone. It ought
to be a cinch for such a device
in the hands of & prohibitien officer
to reveal the most jealously guarded
secret of & hip pocket..

THE TURN OF EMPIRE

TACI‘I'UB. says Stéffansson, the

rdally,. civilized person would
Mve north of the Alps.

Franklin, who by Europeans ‘was
classed with Solomon fér epigram-
matic wisdom, found that proximity
only  rendered the Dominios  of
Canada more désirable than the is-
land of Guadaloupe, ‘and *he freely
'tonfessed that the latter—worth now
about as much as the real estate dn
the main street of Moosejaw-—was
| the more valuable.

Seward, who engireered the pur-
chase of Alaska for $7,200,000 from
the Russian government, not bécause
of its value, but as an act of appre-
re.htlan__br Russian friendliness dur-
ing the Civil war, was placed on'the
defensive when he was charged with
using the nation's funds to acquire
an "jce chest.” :

-+ But the undervaluation of the
north s becoming a thing of the
past. Thé great explorer's words
same with more force to those whe
heard him in Portland, when he sald

aver

tic séa
of oll.

Arctic explorer, averred that no |

The next eonddmunlb—-wiio' is|’

children by exercising the will
ately, It is not true. Some things are so
important - that nature dbes nol allow
half developed Juman beings to meddle
with them. -

The same professor says womén can
birth

.{own destinies.

spect for a father.
children, let him treat the mother well
and deserve her .ru.pect.

Car] von Wiégand, able, well informed
and impartial m&mm sends

gloomy picture of conditions in Russia
He tells of 20,000,000 human beings flee-
ing from Central to eseape star-

vation, making matters worse in the

great cities. He tells of heat and lack

of raln, which ‘have caused the earth to
streams to become dry and trees

erack,
to- lose their leaves. - The religious and

by nations and individusls to whom the

Bolshavists owe

along through next year, bearing the | with

? :
news lells of a piague of
ing to the Russian famine.

L ] L] L] ’
Eyery day & million snd % half people
g0 4o the lower part of New York, to
scatter again in the evening. That is &
good deal of population for ome square
mile of territgry ta hold. They all travel
off at night, & relutively short distance.

-

———

Arnaignment of a Do-Nothi Policy in
nm&uﬁ:‘m
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armament. It Is a pipe dream of the
president of the United States Congress
is asleep the jJob. Thers is but oné
course to the unrest of nations,
t
i

and "tha
nited Statea, bringing

uation in
prosperity the people. Open up in-

is to
the
to

dustries and use our national resources.’

Employ the millions now idle] giving the
American citisen first chance. Adjust
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Random Observations About Town

ernor g
in the near future to outline plans for a
state-wide organization.

the tconomic =it- | Sal

the affairs of our own country, and help | -

others to live again and work out their
Disabled soldjers should
have bean taken care of systamatically
within three months after the armis-
tice. Our allies have dome remarkably
well by their soldlera. Congress Is now
undermining the patriotism of the coun-
try by taking no definite action for sol-
dlers and sallors and for economic re-

and readjustment '

. Otto D. Drain.

THE SUN'S HEAT
Portland, July 18.—To the Editor of
The Journal—In an editorial.in The Sun-
day Jourmal of July 17 you quole &
governmént astronomer*as claiming

, ask yoursalf
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determined by its teeth 100,000 years
ita demise. Mra Lockley looked

at its leg bones but oouldn't decide
whether It was a pacer or a trotter. Shé

a saddls horse, ax the length of ita
mtdltmmwmﬂl
“" - L
° From the Candon geological room wWe
m‘www;'ﬂi&n'llm
tl.lth t hereJ want (o say how
utiful this bulldipg s It
not bufit in thé Spencerian style of
architscture, with flourishes e

in evidence. It Is buiit in the pure linss
of the early Colonial type. Ita door-

41 ways, amply genercus in size, stem fto

radiate pospitality. The university was
fortupate. in selectigy E. F. Lawrence
ll_lon of the schodl of architecture,
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. The work of a man's hanfls

much |ntegrity of character as

the man himself
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Fire caused
o “m&'&_ﬂtu
iner raneh In Walla Walla
then spread to E.

burned 200 acres,
Brosa' ranch,

the
oounty,
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