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N EXTRAORDINARY session of
the new congress will soon take
up the long postponed task of ad-
Justing domestic’affairs to new con-
‘ditions following the war.
! Among conditions this generatlon

s ]
3 ;.evor knew. is a heavy war dabt' to
{{meet. The tax laws for war needs
iwere made in time of war and be-
,cause of the haste in framing them
there is nmot the scientific and just
ustment that intelligent states-
anship should previde. Patriotic
d impartia] revision of these laws,
with due consideration for the powet
of (individuals and groups to pay,
ould be one of the first acts of the
new CONgress,

Congress should alsb note the fact
that farm tenantry in America is on
he increase. Farm mortgages rose
in 10 years in Oregon from 34.7
1 qper cent of the farms to 49.7 per
; “oent in 1920. The same process
i  # been going on for a generation.
There can be no other conclusion
than that our fiseal policy, under
. which manufacturing industry has
.~ (vastly expanded, has not adequately
lencouraged our agriculture.
{ Congress might well note the in-
sistenice of farmers that tariff dutis
ibe so adjusted that ‘American woo
jrather than foreign shoddles may be
{the ohlef constituent in American
elothing, and that in other cases
. ‘Where agricultural industry is lan-
| ' puishing from foreign competition
. deguate protection be provided.
! This does not mean a Payne-
rA!drieh tariff.- It has been such
that have enriched the manu-~
’Murcr while giving the farmers
Pind words and tariff husks.

Nor does it mean n wholesale re-
n of the schedules. but only such
rgency measures as give, farm

the largest- possible opportunity.
"Wlmt it does mean !s for congress
E_ keep Iin mind thag the biggest

ot
4

in America, the indusiry

pports nearly half the popu-
ht;on of America, the fhdustry
has Httle or no representation
Washington, is entitled to con-
n and eatitled to legislation
any kind that tends to restore
~ Hines of agricultura that may be
MMlnc under foreignh competi

o .ﬁ"mmnowar this nation Is conserving
" fts agriculturs and finding a way to
ptn agricultural problems, it is in-
| ereasing the buying power of haif
!i people and increasing thes pros-
£ Ilﬂtr\ of all its people.
: t - - — - ]

The sane automobile driver, who,
many months, escapes accidents
h the Wild drivers, has given in-

putable wm of his axpert-

: | pavement.

so| phone & Telégraph company says

10 §75,451,664 in January this year.

{down the street

{the north and south streets intersect

|and they became beauty spots. But

which motorists are compelled by
law to consider. But metorists have
algo rights not less binding upon
pedesirians. The attitude of the

Only mutusl consideration and fore-
thought on “the part of those who
walk and those who ride will soive
the safety problem of Pertland's
streets.
———
The report of the American Tele-

nearly 3000 men are working the
year round to discover improved in-
struments for increasing the effici-
ency and décreasing the cost of tele-
phone sérvice. "Who is to get the
benefit of the discoveries, the tele-
phohe company or the public? So
far the public has received no bene-
fit from the ressarch in the form of
decreastd costs. And it is the pub-
lic thet is paying the salaries of the
sclentists,
- - ]
ONLY GROWING PAINS

E slump in shipping only partly
explains the forelgn commerce
figures of the United States for the
first month of 1821, .

Imports represented a total value
of §208,5814,2382 as compared with
$473,823,869 for January, 18320, .
Exports totaled $654,740,158 and
the exports of January a year ago
reached $722,088,790,

On the face of the returms busi-
ness has dropped discouragingly. But
closer analysis reveals less reason
for discouragement and more cause
for believing that trade is rebalanc-
ing in & manner far from disad-
vantageous to this country. ]
In January of 1920, for Instance,
wa Imported $215,455,008 'worth of
crude materials Tor use in manufac-
turing, and during January of this
year lmports of the same nature rep-
resented a value of only $63,046,717.
But in January of this year we
exported $299,076,838  worth of
manufactures ready for consumption
'as compared with $218,981,975 in
January 1920.

The crude materials for use in
manufacturing exported last Janu-
ary were valued at $112,356,045, and
during January, 1920, $237.462.131.
Biut In this connection it must be
remembered that crude Mmaterials
which pass through the manufactur-
ing process before they are exported
represent a greater selling wvalue,
which is contributed by the labor of
American workingmen, transporta-
tion service and other means of in-
creased employment.

Our imports of foods and food
animals were twice a8 large a year
ago as last January, but our exports
of food and food animals had grown
from $44,402,885 in January of 1920

it s not a sign of continued bad
#imes when the exportations of man-
umtnrad articles and foodstuffs
Brow, ‘and the impdartations of the
same nrticles fall off,

hie condensed commerce record
of seven months ending with Janu-
ary shows a loes in imports and a
galn in exports. The import figures
for seven months were $2,543,797,3908
and for a corresponding period a
Year ago were $2,767,677,509. Ex-
ports, however, gained from $4.585,-
068,029 to $4,637,237.782.

Such figures suggest the patient
who has called the doctor in great
fear only to be told that growing
pains are never fatal and that the
pulse still beats normally and strong,
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We are told that big navies are
Euarantees of peacé. We have had
navies since long before Salamis
And we have never had peace éxcept
long enough to rebuild the fleets.
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SIGNS THAT FAIL

"['R.z:nn is the sfory of the farmer
who bullt a fine home and put
the pig pen in the front yard.

“Because,” sald he, “why should
all that grass in the lawn go to
waste wh:n the pigs can make pork
of it

There s also the story of the
waoman who had a wide, veranda
built arownd the house,. and hung
har washing on it each "Monday in,
full view of the neighbors. -

m_" “said she, "it's a fine
z:]:g the rain, and why

dn't these snippy Jenkinses

see what nice things
| we have?”

While there mhy be no account-
ing for tastes, there Is utun.lly a
explanation,

Over on the east side of Portland"
whers the east and west streets and

diagonal S8andy boulévard, there are
two small triangular spots sur-
rounded entirely by sidewalk and

At first they were neglected. |
Mrmmmm

: .-.th!!!!mm campaign to

young man on Park strest Is &l
breeder of ill will and of accidents.

Magaszine.

in-the world war

tella of a cnmue bank note issued ing

4800 years ago, which, transiated,

something ke “Save a Part of Every
Dime and Dollar,” it Iz quite wmn
Providence could not be offended.
———  — — —  —— 1
HELPING HIM KILL

e

H the mother love she knelt

over her alling son at Oregon
City. Shé feared for his health. In
her hand she held the medicine-
filled spoon. calculated to end his
suffering and bring him back to
health. It was the mother caring
for her son.

The boy rebelled. He refused to
accept the mother's ald and become
viclently enraged. He knew that
neighbors had a reévolver. Im-
pulsively he ran to the other house,
borrowed the gun, returned home
and sent twd bullets into his mother's
body and one jnto hér head. She
is 1 g today at the point of death
in a rtland hospital.

."That is why people keep guns—to
maim or kilkh The burglar, the mur-
derer, the assassin and the highway-
man use them In their nefarious
work. They employ them to coerce
and kill. They keep them for of-
fensive purposes. As a result law-
abiding citisens purchase guns for
defensive purposes. They keep them
in thé home and sometimes tote
them. A child or demented person
secures the gun and a playmate,
brother or mother is ghot to death,

But the burglars and assassins and
murderers and highwaymen can buy
revolvers -at will. They are manu-
factured by the thousands every day
and placed on sale.

And what is the penalty for carry-
ing concealed weaponsa? It is usually
an insignificant fine.

We sell revolvers to men without
question. But if they are used the
owners usually go to the penitentiary
for life or to the gallows and some-
body else’ goes to the grave.

-

The former imperial navy yard of
Germany s engaged in converting
war vessels into cargo boats at Dan-
zig. The task is what might be
termed & marine phase of beating
the sword lnto. the ploughshare.

THE RECALL

T I8 not “wicious" to advocate
the recall of public officials. Nor
is it “radical."™ Nor is it “wrong.”

Thig is a free country. The hope
is that it may always remain a coun-
try‘of free speech in spite of the ef-
forts of some to apply gag rule. Free
speech, free worship, an open as-
sembly, are necessary. conditions of
free government. If this Is not true
the Declaration of Indopondmea and
the Amoﬂm constitution are fie-
tions.

Advocdey of the recall, discussion
of the reeall or any other proposals
regarding the recall are any free-
man’'s right in America. Any indi-
vidual has the right to condemn the
recall as an instrument of govern-
ment, or to condemn & proposed ap-
plication of it. Any man has the
right to oppose it as & policy or to
oppose its use. That right is &
part of frea speoch.

80, on the other hand, any indl-
vidual citizen has the right to adve-
cate it as a policy and to urge iis
application t0 any official and to
give reasons.”™ The whols structure
of free governfnent rests on the right
‘of the individua! to spesk or write
his opinion without hindrance, =0
long as hia words ‘r. not treason-
able or dlllbm

The recall ﬂsl useful tool. It is
a reserve force whose existence helpd
to hold public officials in the line of
their duty. Theodore Roosevelt pub-
licly advocated the redall of judges,
a course upon which there is division
of opinion. He eould hardly be
called a “radical” or “viecious™

Too frequent use ©f the reecall

would be. a mistake. So would use’

of it without sufficient reason. That
would tend to bring It into disrespect,
and might ocause this most useful
governmental tool to be abolished
through the clamor llllﬂlt it M
might resuit.

Evenit it is not applied In the
present-case, it has rendered a serv-
ice. Agitation for it has directed
public attention to and aroused pub-
lhn;ﬂnat against manifest abusea
by a grasping telephone monopoly,
whose acts should brihg ﬂnmt na-
tional Inveltmh.h ;

These remarks are. In m to
mwm.mm;whm
Jomal yesterday.

w '
h.r the Reds have the m
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hand
| the

and Eurepe.”
The Sun explains its position by stating
that though Belgian debt’is small

the United States™
Americans to “accept German bonds for
the Belgian debt, she would be presssd
to do the same for the Frengh, the Brit-
ish and the Italian debt.” /This would
mean, in substance, “that the allles would
simply shift thelr great ~debt to the
U'nited States” to Germany. An even
more emphatic expression comes from
the Sioux Clty (Iowa) Journal (Rep.),
which : “It i# not the business
of the Upited States to collect any part
of the German Indemnity. The United
States has nothing coming from, Ger-
many in the way of indemnity. L&t the
European nations do their own egllecting.
While they are exacting their last pound
of flesh from Germany it would be be-
coming of them If they were {0 announce
that their obligations to the United
States would be paid, Interest and prin-
cipal, tothounponny,utheuﬂhﬂ
possible mommt.”

- .

Of course evtrybody wants to help
Belgium, says the Manchester Union
(Ind. Rep.), reflecting an sattitude that
even the eritics of the plan seem to take

.

for granted, and, it continues, “we would |

not want to minimize ths sufferings of
the heroic littlea country, but it is only
true to say that there has been a great
deal of exaggeration with respect to
the actual damage domé to Belgium's
productive equipment. On the other hand,
Belgium has capitalized her sufferings.”
But the question 1s deeper than this.
It “goes straight down to the baslo pur-
pose of France” to put all the financial
burdens on the s, continues the
Union, which confesses itself “gun-shy™
of all proposals “looking to the maneu-
vering of aur country into the office of
debt collector In Germany. We have
seen (oo much in the last two years to
want that job.,” &
. - L]

The Seattle Times (Ind.) feels that
the proposition “has very litile that will
command itself to the financlers or
statesmen of the country.” The Times
regards the suggestion as “the thin edge
of the wedge that some allie® financiers
long have been striving to drive between

gations they owe it." BSlhce congress,
8o far, has been able to “maintain an at-
titude of complete neutrality in all the
post-bellum disagreements of Europe"
it would be shoﬂ--:ightad action "to in-
volve the country” now, through acoept-
ance of German bonds, “Iin all Europe's
future acrimonious debates."

The Fort Worth Star Telegram (Ind.
Dem.) finds no great ohjectidn to the
pian itself, but would withthold approval
until' the German reparations quastion
.h“utﬂdupnnnnhawluto‘#mn
that Germany will pay.'™ for:
amount assessed against Germany should

s ability to pay, i(

be beyond
the economic im flities proposed at
the recent allied conference should be

inslsted upon, then even the bonds pro-
vided for in this agreement in connection
with the Belgian debt would be ‘of very
questionable value. Unless some special,
provision were made for their redemp-
tion, amounting practically to a Joint}
guarantes and indorsement by the allied
governments, they will be on the same
level wilh every other dollar of the
amount of the reparations, and If such
special provision were madeée and such
guarantees given, the basing of the bonds
on German reparations would be more or
less of & mere matter of form.”
- - -

The case of Belgium alone mlchl. not
be dlthcult to handle, the Pittsburg Ga-
gette Times (Rep.) believes, but “in all

probability it would mean the initial
movement in transf to, Uncle Sam
the greater part of the foreign indebted=

cerned  for  their " own - welfare."

more sympsa-

hich»qther-

“Belgium Is likely to find extremely
dit!lcmlt to mest within a reasonable
time.” The Plain Dealer points out, how-
ever, that the United should make

special one of
the Germm vlols.unn of Belgian neu-
trality.”

The Mﬂﬁl Rmrd (Ind. Dem.)

tess 1 " than the Wilson
was, “its popularity will not be

at home.” The
News is thoroughly in favor of taking
| Securities sthan 14
from 4 ‘that “surely the

:oph.uﬂ?m_h'l as

H the
opinioh of the evess If the paper
m:-m.ﬂm debt—
lll.bll ] remain

the United States treasury and ths ebli- |,

INCOME OR SINGLE TAX

{ Advocate of the Latter Identifies It|°

With the Former in "Primcl
March §. -dbhcl:‘.l.twot

unions, he should
disabuse his mind of it by reading the
report of"the poll of the N Eeo-

were in favor of the income tax
for 'federal purposte. The vote on single
f :. Yes, 162; me, 317—a little
perecentage -than the popular vots
on the three Pacific Coast
fall. Seo It is fair to presume these men
represent-the people as a whole. It isn't
‘much of & change In the psychology of
men to change from conception of the
income tax to single tax. All that I8
necessary is to show that all great in-
comes are merely the collection of eco-
nomic rent in one form or another and
that the single tax answers all the
objects of the income tax and costs
nothing to coiléet, compared
with the income tax, and, above all is
just, and, lncldenta.l!y. stops profiteering
(jn land values. J. R. Hermann.

ARGUES FOR PHONE RATE RAISE

Portland, March 12.—To the Editor of
The Journal—I am absolutely in favor
of the telephone company In the matier
of the raise in rates for various reasons.

The telephone company promises ex-
tensive improvements and employment
for a vast number of men. This we ail
realizs will be very beneficial for stats
and «city business and for the Individual
as well. And as the company promises,
it will also fulfill, I am Bure.

The majority of objectosg to this good
cause are ofsa class who are at present
and have ail the time been drawing
large salaries, and I dare say they are
not all property ewners or legal voters
The latter class, if any, are making the
most noise. This also applies to the
man in business the same as to wage
Mearners.

1 say, allow the phone company Iis
increase in rates unmolested. I venture
to say all wilf benefit. As to thé money
that would be required for a special
election to recall the commissioners, let
us keep it and use It to a better pur-
pose.

I am =& taxpayer and legal

voter,

land since 1888. ¥F. W. Drake.

Cost PI’us Phones
From the Salem Capital-Journal.

Jn granting increased telephone rates,
the public service commission followed
the precedent established not only by it-
self, but by nearly all other state public
service commiassions as il as the inter-
State commerca - o on in fixing
| rates 80 that they will yleld a fixed re-
turn upon investment above expenses (o
Itoekhoiim and Investors.

The theory has been that of tha “cost
plus system” applied to public nrvioa
forporations—wherein the company was
entitied to cost of operation plus a fixed
profit. There is, therefore, no incentive
to the company to economize in opera-
tion or to reduce expénditure by more ef-
ficlent management, for any Increased
expenditure was simply passed on Lo the
publi¢ in the fo of higher rates, and
the greater the expense, the greater the
| profits. - The cost plus
was developed to its capacity
during the war, was excusable then as
an amergency. After the war it was
utilized by the profiteér and is largely
the cause of the high cost of living by
infiation. Busipess finda itself In its
present depressed condition as a-result.

There I8 no reason why investment in-
a ¢ service corporation should be
maore ed than in an$ other corpora-
tion or why the public should have to
foot the losses. As long as it Is, there
will bée no Incentive for efficlency, but a
constant ency to pile on the costa
until .they ré such a point that the
public will in self-defense have o take
over the properties—which s the real
objective 0f the railroads and probably
most. of the_ other public service con-
cerns, ]

One thing has been deémonstrated
beyond a shadow of a doubt, and lhnt is
that increasing costs to the
yond a refsonable. point,- i.lh-
rather than inoreases the revenue se-
cured, becausé Dusiness canmot stand
the increased rates, and their payment is
too much of & penalty. This is now true
of the railroads and will also prove
true of the talephone company.

When a private onrmﬂun gels top-
heavy ahd cannot make A profit, it goes
without it, liquidsates and reorganizes
on 2 new basis. It iz hard on the_in-
vestor, but it is the economic law. But
the public service corporation has been
placed on a above the economic

law, and hence the trouble it.
Characteristic of a corporati like
the telephong monopoly is that it never
gets enough. mere fact that the
& Telegraph -coni=]
pany, the o of the ocompany ﬁ.l
ating in s _only MV
idends but _'rp' ‘huge is |
graph ra over
Bigher than justified. 1f mot. tn
pertainly elsewhere If thé rates dre-
gon should be ralsed, those In
states should be red t ood care
is takén to Increase and
maintain the cost s |

“I know. nn:mu doean't
seem to care for mother.

'Uncle Jeif Snow Sn.y-

= world peace, but he voted agin it

Coast states last || "
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