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- Opinion
| Digest of European Press

Covers Variety of Current
Events

’ Consolidsted Prem Association
Disinheriting
the Childless
1900 exactly 119 bills have been
: introduced in the French parliament
with the general object of encouraging
‘the people to multiply, and a few of
them have found their way to the stat-
ute books. However, depopulption con-

tinyes, and I8 a source of concern,
The Mercure dg France, in comment-
‘ng on the sub , notes that laws of

this kind are no novelty. It cites an-
clent Roman ldgislation on the subject
The “lex Julla” and the “lex Pop-
pasa” provided economic penalties for
the unmarried and for thoae whose mar-
riages were not fruitful. They also con-
ferred special privileges on parents.

Bachelors between 25 and 60 years old
and ‘unmarried women between 20 and
5% did not hawe full inheritance righis.
Widows, after two years of widowhood,
wera treated as unmarried, and divorced
women must remarry within a year and
a half to escape the rigors of the law.

Inheritances withheld from the un-
married were distributed to the children
and other relatives of the testator, pro-
vided they were parants, Otherwise
they were confilscated by the state,

The "orbl,” or married but |-

persons
having no children, could get only half
of what was bequeathed to them by will,
and even to obtain that much they must
have married at a chijd-bearing age.
Otherwise they were regarded, for In-
heritance purposes, as unmarried.

One day when the Roman knights
complained of the severity of these laws,
Augustus exolaimed: “It is men that
make the city; you will not see men
#leap from the earth, as they do in the

- fables, to fulfill the duties that you

neglect.”

“The consul having the greatsr number
of children took precedence, The gov-
ernors of senatorial provinces were ap-
pointed for one year and drawn by lot,
but those having large families were
allowed to choose their posts. Ths sen-
ator with the most children headed the
senatorinl list and spoke first in debate.

Fathera could be admitted to the mag-
istracy before the legal age — one year
for each child—and had first choice of
appointments.

The Mercure de France notes, how-
ever, that in spite of the law a relative
of Emperor Tiberius was appointed
prastor, which shows that there is noth-
ing new under the sun, as similar things
happen today.

Consuls Papius and Poppaeus, authors
of the law, were bachelors, and so was
the poet Horace, who landed their leg-
fslation in verse. But modern instances
of this might be cited also, for “men
fee] less gullty when they preach vir-
tyes that they do not possess.'™

Whatever may be sald of the Augus-
tan laws, the population did increase.
But Christian teachings concerning celi-
bacy and second marriages were re-
sponsible for their falling Into disuse.
By the middle of the second century
they were practically forgotten.

In the middle of the fifth century, Em-
peror Majorian tried, in the face of the
barbarian invasion, to restore the old
laws to their original vigor and to show
that for thes nation that desires to live
the sacred state Is marriage, and the
sacred duty to raise children. But he
had no hold on his times, and an assas-
ain's da;g:r put an end to his dreams
of new glory for Rome.

The breaking up of the empire and its
Deivilization accomplished what the laws
ecould not then accomplish. Men went
from the cities to the soil, forced to dig
for their food. Instinctively they mul-
tiplied, the better to defend and pro-

The Mercure sees a lesson in this ex-
perience that may be applied to modern
France.

Business Crisis
In Sweden

STOCKHOLM correspondent writes
fo the Cologne Gazette:

*The economic gituation in Sweden is
causing the greatest anxiety. It is a
question of typical after-war misery or
unemployment, of want of capital, of
the falling of prices.

*“In the last half of the war there was
4 rise in prices In Sweden which was
maintained until last summer, Since
then the prices have been going down,
especially in the last few weeka Amer-
at low prices are now coming
on the market, causing the value of the
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try to get rid of them at any price,

“It is generally believed here that the
be swimming In gold
money they made during
sald to be the con-
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ittla money in Sweden
banks will give no credit
their old clients, One after the
new war societies are collapsing,
ng down with them old commercial
houses. But what has become of all
the money that was pouring into ths
country during the last years? A great
deal of it is in stocks, which at the pres-
ent time are quiekly losing thelr value.
At the present time there is not = shop
in Stockholm which is not selling off
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its goods,

. "It is stlll worse in Norway. The
buyer is often asked what he will pay
instead of there being a fixed price, so
that a suit of clothes marked at €00
‘orowns may be had for 200, It is the
sume with shares. All that has been
gained in the last years is often lost in
& few days, Sweden axported a great
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money going abroad. In Norway these
Wmm-nmnﬂdw-
ble that many prohibitions have been

. "It is to be expected that very shortly
there will bs great difficulties in the
‘question of importations in the Scandi-

EUROPE TODAY-MAP SHOWING NATIONAL BOUNDARIES AS NOW FIXED
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exists officially between

surf-riding. He was so keen he Germany
the United BStates, and diplomatic re-

wouldn't éoma home untfl it was dusk.”
—_—

What Time Did

Clock Strike 12?

T time was it when the castle
struck 127

Tén thbm_ d pounds M.nts- on the
answer this guestion, explains
London Express corresponden
mark, wifich has been the subject of
tha eastern civil

you mean Sen-
eeks and Senator Harding?

L and Senator
Wadsworth, Senator
Fernald. and Senator

to finance your

Lund: - YOI.y sir :pseml.tor Weeks

deal of money to It
He has given a good
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Senate Group Hit Land Bil 2
Harding Was Among Them

Washington,

Watson.
Senator Weaks

has given a good
Th‘niChllrmn:

“Our country is suffering greatly from
the rupture of normal relations with the
United States; Germany had never been
at war with the United States and there
was a great deal of trade between theg

“Germany would be very glad If the
personalities with whom Mr, McCormick
has been  conversing are able to wuse
their influence toward the resumption
of former amicable relations.™ '

12.—(WASH-
INGTON BUREAU OF THE JOUR-
NAL.)—When the Mondell soldier
land settlement bill was before con-
gress last year members of the pub-
lic lands committes #f the house,
who were conducting hearings apon
it, were puzzled for a time by oppo- | Ing
sition propaganda appearing in mag-
articles, anonymous
letters’ anfl other forms.

Representative N. J.
gon, chairman, of the commiftes, and

Mrs. Lund, whose testimon
the “Homes for Soldlers™ hearings be-
fore the public lands committee, told in
detall of the activities of herself and the
She explained that
the Mondell bill was

Mvely argument ¥ appears in
Copenhagen.

The clock in guestion is in the tower

Lystrup Castle, the sent of one of

landlords, the late

life member of the

lords,

Count Moltke died on the night of De-
cember 19-20, 1918, a few seconds after
the castle clock struck 12. The Danish
parliament recently approved a new and
increased scale of death duties,
plicable to the estates of all persons who
died after midnight on December 19-20.

It Is contendad by the count's heirs
that the castle clock was fast and struck
& minute too scon. The count, they say,
died on December 19, and therefore his
from the increase In the
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e Chairman: Who are others who

have subseribed? : o Wi
Lund: Colonel Robert

son, . SBenator Curtis and others.
ohnso| How much did Senator

Senator Hardi
tlemen contribu

money from 1
Lund avoided saying how much
Harding gave. Benator Harding was in-

Senator
Mrs. Lund: ¥
not Segator °
| Denmark’s greatest senatorial group.
Count Moitke, a
ancient house

development,
senators thought the work
be done by private capital “at

the standard of

reasonable profit.”

explained that
the league was term credit and 6
per cent profit
mu-:-nmu‘su ’tmuﬂt
- cen
for whom? ]
e tang 50
—that you cannot
= mﬂaltm'notmm
enough t to business

estate is exempt
This is af®

calied on each side, and the
bave argued the matter with heat

Senator McCormick
In Berlin
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Mra sir ; Senator
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what she was pfomﬂ‘.n'. Mra.
exhibited before the commiittee &
gandist article in> & publication

“Sea Power” by Senator Harding, for
which she said she had furnished. the

data. This appears in the testimony :

d: All of those uu.ng I .
oul are reports of °uu people ll‘s.:
of

W
them. Th tl itten
m- n:rnn:ro tg.wr by
s article yours or
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wlgll; Elna%n Did you arrange for Its
Mre. Lund : Yes, sir.
Mr. u mades all the ar-

timony_ as they concern Harding. They
occasiched some interest at the time be-

cause the Ohio senator was revealed as

one of the group with Weeks,

Smoot,
Wadsworth, Myron T. Herrick and oth-
fuence

ers of political and financial in

who were throwing bricks at the Mon-
dell land bill for returning soldlers,
which Representative Sinnott and Mon-

dell, the Hepublican house leader, were

trying to advance, and which was final-
ly buried under the debris.

| of certain areas will be arrived

A glance at the map of the n
rope, presented herewith, .rey
startling changes In It
ries. And the work is not yet
some cases the lapse of years
awalted before the definite deter

plehiscitas,

tlon of the map of the new

Ralph A. Graves, who diséu

ritorfal readjustments decr
treatles of Versaliles with
e
o eullly w a and o
with Turkey.' |

Plebiscites

loss degree. (ermany recedes iLc
the provinces of Alsmoe and L.
& region approximating 06600
miles, pccupied by 2,000,000 pec
15 yeags the Inhubitints
basin  will determine
whether they shall continu
control of ths League of Na
"lmt. b. bln.d 'I* ’M‘ B )
to Germany. ol
Pleblscites

fortifications that once guarded it

dismantled. For 156 years German tes
tory west of the Rhinse is to be the
of allled occupation.”™ i

Austria-H
Dismembered 2 LN
From what once was the d
archy of Austria- T
the republics of - H
Czechoslovakia, while to
mania and Jugo-Slavia go sl
one-time Hapsburg domaln, A
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