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Screen Studio
Revival Comes

ToCheer View

08 ANGELES, Cal, ¥Feb, 12— N.
8.)—While the closing of large in-
dustrial plants in the East in the last
few months has been feit In many ways

in the sconomic world, resu!tin' in some
communities in business depression, the
temporary curtallment of production in
the large motion picture studios here is
sald to have a beneficial effect and o
have served n long desired need.

Inquiries =t the largest plants today
showed that the lull which set in about
two months ago ls almost over, with
most of the big organizations working.
at least 80 per cent of the time, and with
some of them working full time and
even overtima. It was denied that large
numbers of persons arc out of employ-
meanit as has been reported in news dis-
patches supposed to have emanated from
this city.

W. J. Reynolds, secretary of the Mo-
tion Pleture Producers’ association, said:

“The motion pleture Industry, like
other great industries, was forced to cur-
tull its output when the receént busineas
depression began in many parts of the
East, The curtalilment was gradual,
however, no huge number of people being
left without work as 1 understand was
reported. Many actors suffered slight
cuts In their salaries and there was a
weading out of all but the best help in
the largé organizations.

“One of the splendid results of the
recent slump—for it {s now about over—
will be the ellmination of *fly by night’
producers who turned out cheap offer-
ings which have often been so ohj&ction-
able to state censorship boards.”

Cecll B, de Mille, director general of
the Famous FPlayers-Lasky corporation,
sald :

“The motion plioture Industry ‘'was
never on a sounder business baais than
at the present tima. BSuch retrenchment
as there has been In the last few weeks
has been along the line of heavy curtail-
ment In wasteful and extravagant pro-
duction methods and has differed little

from the corresponding retrenchment in
all industrial lines.
“Overproduction during the year of

1920 was responsible, in a measure, for
the recent lessening of production activi-
ties. But this has now been adjusted,
and-the motion picture industry is faging
the era of |ts greatest proaperity. Pro-
duction activities of the Lasky studio
alone at the present moment exceed the
mark set at any time during the past
six or eight nmBnths*

Joseph Engel, in charge of Metro's
Hollywood studios, sald :

“Recent reports that big studios are
clpsing down and that armiles of players
are unemployed are absolutely untrue.
Soach reduction of preoduction as has
taken place has occurred in so gradual a
manner that there has been no serious
shock to the industry.

Y**There was a maximum of production
of metion pictures ladt year, with the
result that a certain percentage of the
films made have not yet been assimilated
by the exhibitors. This, too, has oper-
ated to keep down the number of new
pictures made,

“But, with a reduction of the quantity
of productions, the guality is raised
correspondingly. Obviousaly, the use of
the same organization to make fewer
pictures, with the greater length of time
devoted to each production, will result in
a better product™

Irving Thalberg of ths Universal or-
gnnlzat]nn sald :

“Groundless reportd that the Industry
has been in hard setralts have come in
most cases from small, irresponsible pro-
ducers who have gone Into business on
olher people’s money, amd have been
forced to suspend operations when their
loans were called In,

“I can say for Universal that it is
busier now than at any time during the
past year."”

Shubert Vaudeville
Organized 'in East;

Capital 20 Million

definite announcement that
Shuberts will enter vaudeville
been made by Lee Shubert,
who sald that &t the beginning of
next season the new circuit of high
class vaudeville will come into exjstencs
with the operation of theatres in over
20 of the leading cities. Coincident with
the announcement comes word that the
Shubert Advanced Vaudeville company
had been capitalized at $20,000,000. The
dirsctors are: Lee and J. J. Shubert,
Paul Block, ¥. J, Godsoll, Jules Mast-
baum, E. C. Polter, William: Kline, Ed-
ward J. Bowes and Joseph L. Rhinock.

The principal cities so far Included in
tha new circuit are New York, Boston,
Philadeiphia, Chicago, Newark, Brook-
Iyn, Plttsburg, Detroit, Cleveland, Cin-
cinnatl, Louisville, Atlantie City, Bul-
falo, Washington, Baltimore, New Ofr-
leana, Kansps City and St. Louls. The
further extension of the circuit is well
under way.
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Famous Play Screened
“The Heart of Maryland,” a film ver-
sion of the famous stage play of the
sameé name by David Belasco, has just
been completed by Vitagraph.
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ME. MINNA NIMER-
OVA, whose real name
is being kept secret un-

til she has made some of her
local friends guess a bit.

Many Portlanders will recognize ‘“‘Ma-

dame Minna Nimerova,” who will make
her first appearance at the Liberty the-
atre this week, but for all of that Man-
ager Paul Noble declines to Yeveal the
real name of his -newest . local musical
“find.’

Noble etp‘tmnn that his new
using her mfiden name for the time
being, but may be Induced  to appear
with her proper name after the intro-
ductory week.

“Suffice to pay,” says the manager,
*“that Mme. Nimerova c¢an sing wvery
begitifully and will prove heér capacities

“star” Is

e — et e —— ..._-_.J

Comedy and

(——1

. <

ALWAYS THE PATHE NEW S

URN éh m_ ND . smmav

-“

’

THE OREGON SUNDAY JOURNAL, PORTLAND, SUNDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 13, 1821

Censors Flle Annual Re rt

Screqn Terrors

Ao Re] ected

IY is a board of censors?
The question Ils answered, at least
In part, by the Portland board of
tlon picture censors, composed of Mrs.
exander Thompson, C. S. Jensen and
Dr. Jonah B. Wise, who late In the week
presenied to Mayor Baker a complele
report on the board’'s activities for 1920,
The absolute condemnation of several
pictures releasad for local exhibition is
explainad by the board and its reasons
for passing other film offerings to which
viewers had objected are sst forth,
The first Important session of the
board In 1920 ‘oame when it was called
upon to review "Burnt Wings,"” “The
Tong~Man,” and “Dr. Jekyl and Mr.
Hyde,"” which had previously been con-
demned by viewers appoiniad by the
board., “The Tong Man,” had been con-
demned by a previous board and was
exhibited in spite of that condemnatlon.
The new board sustained the ruling of
its predecessor.
In the case of “Burnt Wings, the

board admitited a Jow moral tone ex-
isted in the picture, yel it was neither

actually wvulgar nor [ndecent.. "It was
unmoral, rather than immoral,” the
board declares, and was passed. "Dr.
Jekyl and Mr. Hyds,” presented &

dquandary, according to the annual re-
port. The board finally reversed the de-
clsion of the viewers and gassed the pic-
ture overlocking its gruesomeness be-
cause of its high moral lesson and the
fact that the dual role was presented by
such a star as John Barrymore,
“Treasure JIsland.” had been con-
demned’ because of gruesome and brutal
scenes. The board ordered the elimina-
tion of a number of such scenes and
Robert Louia Stevenson's famous story
was passed on to pleture patrons.
“Dangerout Hours,” cogdemnéed by
viewers, was barred by the board from |
local exhibition, and was so bad thzu‘
very lttle discussion of Its eévil was
needed to reach a decision. “At the
Mercy of Men," was not permitted to |
show here because it was decidedly Im-
moral and had been condemned by & |
previous board. “Dollars and Sense,' ‘
contained an obscene moment or two,
was passsed by the board over Lhe ub-\
jection of viewers because the immoral |
scene was “true to life and the villain

"Wifs In Name Only,” and a twin bed
scene, and passed the film. A comedy,
“Dr. Jekyl and Mr. Hyde,” was con-
demned by the viewgrs late in the year
and the condemnatidn was approved by

the board. Early this year the board
barred “Paying the Piper,” from local
sCreens.

The present board will be succeeded
either by the appointment of a state
board, which is the object of bills before
the Ieginlalur!, or by appointments
Mayor Baker has promised to make
should the proposed state legislation fail
of passage. In concluding its ennual
report the present board says:

“We, the members of your board
have discharged the duties of the office
to the best of our ability. Wa are busy
people, but we have heen giad to render
this service to the public, without com-
pensation, a3 & matter of community
pride and interest. We appreciate the
confidence rgposed in us by the appoint-
ment to this important work, and we
sincerely trust that our humble efforts
have met with your approval”

Chinese Reveal .
Their Imagination

“Anyone who thinks the Chinese
lacking in imagination should see them
&t & motion picture show.,” said Elsie
Ferguson, who recently returned from
a world tour. *“They are very much
interested In pictures, They sit on long
wooden benches and raise a most bar-
baric din as the films are run off. In
the motion picture theatres their or-
chestras help to create the bedlam. Ap-

parently, the whole family turns out
and has a good time. They seem to
like melodrama best of =ll, but" slap-

stick comedy, both American and Chi-

nesa, goes with excellen: effect. They
laugh themselves Into fits over our
vomedies, beat thelr wooden benches

and make no end of racket.”

Ashiand Folk Pictured
Ashland, Feb. 12.—L.ocal stars staged a

Portland Boxer
 Edits Film for

F!BT!CU’F'FS and films proved a wvalu-
able combination for Allen MecNell,
Portland youth; who was formerly well
known here as a featherweight boxer

screenland as film editor for Mack Sen-

nett comedies at Los Angeles. McNeil
literally punched his way into the mo-
tion picture Industry, and the story he
tells of his Invasion Is Interesting.

McNell was boxing in Southern Cali-
fornia under the management of Roscoe
(“Fatty”) Arbuckle, who givea to the
direction of pugilistic energy most of the
time he can spare from his comedies.
Finding _himself greatly interested in
film making, McNeil went to work In
the Sennett studic and there, after a
time, found his interests so thoroughly
centered that he has given up boxing
altogether, being unable, he says, lo do
justice to fighting and filming at the
same time.

For the last three years McNeil has
edited all the film released from the
Sennett lot. including mot only the brief
comedies, but the fiwe reel productions.
such as “Yankee Doodle in Berlin®™
“Married Life,” sand others He re-
edited the production of “Mickey.,” while
at the same time trimming and cutling
the two reelers,

Just prior to the short vacation he is
at present enjoying, McNell [finished
editing Sennett’'s “A Small Town Idol"”
and he recently r.e--prmed parts of “The
Mark of Zorro,” Douglas Fairbanks'
latast product. McNell writées that when
he returne to work he will devote his
entire time to editing “Heartbalm™ a
big dramatic film production that marks
Sennett’s debut into the film drama.
The cast for “Heartbalm” includes such
playvers as Ethel Gray Terry, Ben Deely,
George O'Hara and Noah Beery.

McNell is omly one of several well
known athletes on the Sennett staff, and
as a fighter has been in some of the
Sennett comedies personally. Others
known in the realm of sport are Kala
Pasha, Eddie Gribbon, Abdul the Turk
and Bert Reach.

Goose Featured Player

with a group of selected solos this week."” was finally redeemed,” while the ending movie, “The Romance of the Lithia Eva Novak will divide title-role hon-
The new veoice will be heard Sunday | ghowed ‘the triumph of right over [ City.” In front of Hotel Austin Thesday. |ors in her next picture with a trained
in connection with the Keates BSunday | wrong.™ Representatives of a California motion | goose, “Pussyfoot.” *“The Girl and the
concert, which will include *“American “Fixed by George.” was the subject of | picture gompany have bean spending sev- | Goose,”” her forthcoming feature, is a
Patrol,” “The Rosary,” "Les Patineurs,” | a viewers' disagreement that was set- eral days in Ashland taking pictures of | gerio-comic story of a show girl who
and the first Hungarian Fantasia, in|tled when Mrs. Thompson and Jensen |the park and bulldinge together with |travels the road of adversity accom-
addition to the solos aforementioned. ordered the elimination of a sub-title | teachers and pupila in the public schoals | panied by &, trick goose.
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THE TRUTH
ABOUT

HUSBANDS

A First National Attraction

Adapted from

Wing Pinero.

“The Profligate,”

by Sir Arthur

A sensational expose of the life that husbands hide
-;gf the secrets that every wife wants to know
about.

It’s a great big picture that is not afraid to tell the'
truth—a picture that every husband—every wife
—and every fiancee certainly ought to see.

From the lips of a life-scarred woman:
truth about husbands is that they have ail
sinned. But a wife must be broad enough to un-
derstand and forgive.”

“The

“AMERICAN PATROL"
“AT._DAWNING" ..
“GOING UP,"
“FAUST”
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Selection

@t the Warlitser and in concert today at 1:30 p.m.

Sennett Studio|

and who is now equally prominent ini{ing it would be done inside the indus-

‘See How Far We
Have Come,’ Screen
. Director Cautions

Lloyd Ingraham, director of motion
pictures, is quick to resent attacks upon

the motion picture as an institution.
Says he:

“1 sald five years ago that when the
housecleaning came the reformers and
censors were 8o vociferously advocat-

try and by the people running it, and
not by outisiders, and so it has proved
to be. The housecleaning in here,
Healthy ideals and prevalling, vision is
enlarging, Inefficiency and waste are
being eliminated, business methods are
being applied, commonplace mediocrity
in production is giving place to artislc
excellence, and men are now sesking
permanence. The ploture of ithe future
will be & plcture mads with a pur-
pose, embodying thé verities of art and
drama and having In it an active ele-
ment of helpfulness. Of course, there
has been much the matter with the ple-
tures, but give the pigtures a chance.
They &are very, very young, but look
how far they have come in 20 years
The stage is 2600 years pld—nay, It Ia
more likely 25,000 yeara old—and yeot
every year sees it improve. In all jus-
tice, let the critic consider. how far we
have come, not how far we have L0 gEO.-
What will the pictures be 25 years
hence? It would be & poor prophet who
could not see their glory and growth
as viewed in the light of thelr past
progress, It i said that the firat mo-
tion pleture ever made was a simple
scene of a horse eating bay.”

Frank Mayo is planning to sall for
Europe next August, at which time he
will maka a pleture in England.

TODAY '
D ) ry
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GREENWICH VILLAGE—BOHEMIA—ARTISTS’

FRIENDLY
> CHATYS

‘“The stage is on a much higher plans
than 20, or e&ven 10 years ago, The
‘movies' have helped to bring about this
condition in several ways, but one of
the principal ones Is compel man-
agers of the so-called legitimate houses
to actively compete with successful film
offerings.” So says Robert B. Mantell,
popular stage star.

Samus! Goldwyn says: “"We want our
authors to give the same time and care
to their photoplaxs that they give to
their books and spoken plays. Progres-
sive writers have come to realize that
the screen furnishes a distinct medium
of artistic expression ns varied and
powerful as that of the wrilten page or
the apoken plny.'.'

- -

“It is not good business, aside from
the question of ethics, to make unclean
pletures,” believes "Willlam D. 'Taylor,
“In the early days some foolish pro-
ducers thought otherwise but the ultis
mate fallure of their salaclous product
drova home the truth that ‘family trade’
Is the basis of the motion plcture busi-
ness, because ‘father’ will not bring
‘mother and the kids' to a dirty photo-
n"r‘" L L -

Samuel Merwin, popular author, be-
lleves in the original story for the screen
am A& better means of pleturd story tell-

ing than the adapted story. '“The trou- i
ble with the adapted story lies in the :i';:,f.",‘_'of“é’h‘;':mﬁ“ I oy e
fact that the adaptation Is made bY | theatre will be erected on the

someone with an entirely different mind
from the one that originally concelved
the story,” he sald. “The scenario
writer does not sea the story In the way
the atuthor sees It and consequently com-
plicationa arise, The changes made,
many times, are not in the spirit of the
story, although I have seén instances

DOUBLE BILL
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IA STEWAR]

nHARRIET anp The PIPER

A FIRST NATIONAL ATTRACTION _
It weird medley of leas dmi::-hsdnt -hm}hrmwhahm'w;T
Aoy " rdon. 'S '&'&'J—s-g.n.purpw ot meronAgra i g e

JOHN R.
BRIT2Z

original Ia
mamber in
mow jdeas

’

where the scenario writers have put in
touches that have greatly improved Ih#
original.”

ire
patrons &s a rule are not interested fn
plays whose characlers and scenes rap-
resent mental processes to which they
are
subject or costume spectacle from abroad
may provide an exception, but it is only
life that comes within thelr swn ken in
which Americans are Interested, What
will entertain Europeans won't appeal
te Americans.”

beauly,” says
tains not only in matters of dross, bBut 8
in evers phase of human life Heasuty =
is more often marred than accentuated =
by redundancy and while thare are . s
tain occasions :
visable, in ordinary walks of life the

woman who adopts a simpiicity of styls

in dresa and manner will anm y
nearer the {deal uun one whao ]

an exaggerated torm ,

Theatre Is Planned

ewwotlha[)rnmthmﬂlﬂb

build his new $50,000 three story thestrs
bullding this summaer.
tre is located in the Washington botel

business lot across Market sireet
the St. Johns garage.
latest type, with
cilities. He Is also planning the
of a fine bungulow residence
choles property he owns at the -
of Pennsylvania avenue and 1 .
streat.
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KING COMEDIAN, with a
fulld'n'la,h his Inlut-l
feature comedy
A funny tale of a harem and a

jungle. -

~—pffers this weak as Intermission Concert
with his Mg orchesira, the first of & series of

Wu.:‘tm" sumbers, He
in the pos e '

Henry King, director, says: “Thea

strangers. An oocasional clussic
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i= the keynote of nl;' x"
Agnes Ayres. "nﬁ‘ ob-

“Simplicity

when elaboration 8 ads =3
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For Chehalis, Wash.

Chehalis, Wash., :Feb, 12—7, D, npo.
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