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'Cain and His Family' From te Famous Patatlnir hy F. Corwon.

Sir James Frazer Asserts That Jehorah Likecf Cain and Put a Mark Upon Him to Protect
from His Brother's; Ghost and Not to Save Him - from Human Assailants, for Only '

His Parents .Were Alive to Attack Him. il
England's Greatest Anthropologist Asserts

-

.That Jehovah Only Meant to Protect
Abel s Slayer! from His Brother's Ghost

and Reverses the
Accepted-Interpretatio- n

of Many Bible Stories
IR JAMES GEORGE FRAZER, author Frazer Quotes the myths ol the

of "The Golden Bough," and the most ' Phoenicians and many ancient --.t j X:: i' - r. " --,. : y.noted anthropologist In Great Brlt--

ain, has now published a brilliant and con-

troversial work in which he explains many
famous Bible stories in the light 6t modern ;

folklore study.;'.
The distinguished scientist shows that

the most striking Bible narratives, such
as. the story of man's fall, are susceptible
of an entirely different explanation from
the usually accepted one, when they are
considered in connection with our present
knowledge of folklore and ancient myths
and customs. His studies on this subject

peoples to show that they at-
tributed extraordinary wisdom
an4 longerlty to the serpent.

Then ;the author makes the
remarkable discovery that the
brand set upon Cain was not a
disgrace, but perhaps a form
of protection or . a tribal dis-
tinction. When Cain was
driven o--t of society for mur-
dering his brother Abel, the
Bible tells us God "set a mark
upon Cain, lest any finding him
should klU him." Some writers
think that this mark was some
badge used by fighting tribes
indicating that he belonged to
a community that would
avenge his murder. Among
the fierce Bedouins to-da- y one
of the chief tribal badges Is
A way of wearing the hair,
j Frazer, however, believts
that Jehovah was-real- ly kindly

work, "Folklore in the Old TesUment,"
published by Macmillan & Co. ' .

According to Sir James Frazer, we have
formed a very imperfect idea of what hap-

pened in the Garden of Eden, when Adam
and Eve partook oif the apple. The "tree
of the knowledge of good and evil" occu-

pies the centre ot the stage, but, Frazer
tolls us, "when we look closer, we per-

ceive a second tree standing side by side
n,ifh ha nlhor In. fh midst of the r&rden.

Frazer Argues That Samson Was a Moat Disreputable Ruffian, and That While He Was a Hero to Somd
, Hebrews, Delilah Must Have Been a Glorious Heroine and National Deliverer, to the Philistines. "

From the Painting by Solomon J.' Solomon, ,

suence oi me aesert, were bewildered: by busterlnr; for If we accept; as we aren ivu ww - w ai&posed , toward Cain "this
Was Reallv theit is a Yeryremru r , ;flrst Mr. Smith, for Cain means of Knowledgeless than the tree of life whoa ftult The Iree .'Smith. aa fho anthnr folia na --n & i;

chaanpfon of Israel in many a wild fray
l across the border Into the rich lowlands of
::PhllIstia.";;: cy Lj , t , ,;

r Frazery reasons that: while Saanson was
a bero to the Jews, DeliIah must have been

? 1 iL.
confers immortality on all who eat ot it. ?. rCC "eain, P.Tf

Y.t m the actual story of the fall this lt J?7 !ottCted Serpent Pa.OnrFtittlitoItoFraf
I by the mark set upon him from in to Keep "the Tree of Life" for Himself.wonderful tree plays no part, r Its fruit

hanes there on the boughs ready to be
j with a sign of frightfulneBs and rihame,
j the former according better with the prim--

titlve estimate of a murderer's status In

. the hubbub of the streets andT; bazaars,
dazzled by the kaleidoscope of color .in

, the bustling crowd, stunned by the din of
"

voices ' Jabbering In ; strange, unknown
tongues, and overawed by the' height of
the buildings; abeve all "by the prodigious
altitude of the tempies' towering up, ter--
race upon terrace), till their glistening tops
of enamelled brick .seemed to touch the j

sky. No wonder that dwellers in tents
should Imagine that they who scaled thepinnacle of such a stupendous pile by thelonf winding ramp . and appeared at last
like moving specks on the summit" must
indeed be near , the gods. 5

Frazer holds that the mighty Samson
was really a very disreputable character.

: The author admits, by the way, that he
must have been a real character, for the
Bible story is too full of exact details about
his life to be fiction. It is significant, how

bound to do, the Scriptural account of this
roystering swashbuckler, lie never levied
a regular war or headed a national insur-
rection against the Philistines, the oppres-sor- s

of his people; he merely sallied forth
from time to time as a solitary paladin or
knight-erran-t and mowed them down with
the Jawbone of an ass p say. other equally
serviceable weapon thatx;ame to his hand.

. "And even on these predatory expeditions
(for he had no scruple about relieving his,
victims of their clothes and probably of
their purses) the idea of delivering hlfnation frttoi' servitude was to all. appear-
ance the last thing that would" have
occurred to him. . . . - ,

"If he massacred the Philistines, as he
certainly did In great profusion apd with
hearty good-wil- l, it was-- fronu no high,
motive of patriotism or policy, but purely
from - a personal grudge which he bore
them for the wrongs which they had dene
to himself, to his wife and to his father-ia-

given a very different interpretation by
Frazer from the ordinary one. Jacob
bought his older brother Esau's birthright
from, him when the latter was famished
and much in need of a mess ot red pottage.
Then, in order to clinch the . bargain by
obtaining his father's blessing, Jacob had
himself swathed in kid's skins, and cheated
the Wind ; old man into thinking that he
was the hairy Esau.

Most people think that Jacob's conduct "

. mvi vuv fuju r utinuudj utsiiverer, 10 mt
Philistines a, far nobler and more ad- -

- mirafcla; character than the strong inan.
Many persons have been puzzled by the

"story in the Bible of how Joseph hid a
silver, cup in his brothers' sack and thensent - after and charged them withstealing the cup. When they came back,

. Joseph said : . . -

"What deed is this that ye have donerKnow ye .not that such a man as I can
.Indeed divine?" '

. : . 1

Frazer explains this to be a referenceto .the divining cup, which was used inancient Egypt and is still. in favor among

society. The usual interpretation that God
affixed the mark to Cain to save him from
human assailants is unreasonable, because
there was nobody to assail him, since the
earth was "inhabited only by the murderer
himself and this parents."

Frazer tells us that the story of .the
binding ot Moses In the bulrushes --and his

plucked; unlike the tree ot knowledge, it
13 hedged about Iby-n- o divine prohibition,
yet no otke thinks it worth while to taste
of the luscious fruit and live forever.

"The eyes of the actors are all turned
on the tree of knowledge; they appear not
to see the tree of life. Only when- - all Is
over does God bethink himself t the won-

drous tree standing there, neglected, with
all Its infinite possibilities. In the midst ot
the garden, and fearing lest man, who
has become like Him in knowledge by
eating of the one tree, should become like
Him in immortality by eating of the other.
He drives him fromlhe garden and sets
an angelic squadron, with flaming swords,,
to guard the approach to the tree of life,
that none henceforth may eat of its magic
fruit and live forever." . . .

In support ot his statement that there
was 'ft tree of life" as well as "a tree of
knowledge," Frazer cites Genesis, Chapter
ill-- 22 to 24.

subsequent upbringing - presents features was very disreputable, but Frazer explains
which may reasonably be suspected of be--. that there was in early times a widespread savage tribes as a means of flndine outlaw ' that the youngest son and' not thelonging to the realm of folklore . rather secrets.

ever,: that there are many . ancient fol .The story of the ravens feeding Elijah,
the author thinks, was probably suggestedtales of strong men who were beguiled b:

law. -- From first to last his story ia that bv th r.roc rt... v.. ,wuv ua, cnn 1111 iim iik r ri anof an utterly, selfish and unwrmralous ad ieaa tea ana tneir ancient reputation for

than of history. The Bible ells us that
Moses was doomed by Pharaoh to-b- e de-
stroyed with other Hebrew children at
birth, that an Egyptian woman took pity
on him and hid him by the Nile's brink,
where Pharaoh's daughter found him and
brought him up. Frazer proves that many
primitive races had legends of early
heroes, like Kins: Gilxamesh of the Babr--

venturer, swayed by gusts of fitful passion
and indifferent to everything bufthe gratfv
fication of his mandatory whims. .

'"It Is only redeemed from the stateness- -

wisdom, due to their power of imitatingthe human voice and their habit of feedingon the dead. ,

Frazer devotes much space" toTshowlnitie men argues war. tne "tree oi me and Tulgarity of commonplace rascality by ' ... a reatmust have played a more Important role 1 lonians. who were left by cruel persons to the. elements of supernatural, strength; mong all the primitive peopled of the,
v headlong valor and a certain grim humor,
, which together, elevate it Into rt of
burlesque eiic after the manner- - of

eldest, should inherit. A legend dating
from the primitive time when this custom
prevailed was the basis, of the Jacob and
Esau ' story and the younger patriarch
should not he too severely criticised. -

The law of inheritance by the youngest
born, i called ultimogeniture, is connected
with the "right of the first night," which '

prevailed extensively in the Middle Ages,
but had Its origin in the prehistoric past.

Many readers have wondered why the
builders of the Tower of Babel .should
have been suddenly stricken with a diver-
sity of tongues and why out different
languages should have arisen in that pe-

culiar manner. . Frazer explains that the
tower was really one of the great temple-towe- rs

of Babylon, of which two exist to
this day in ruins. 4 I -

He traces the Biblical story to the dv-s- p

Impression , produced ' by the great city ot
Babylon on tn simple minds of Semitic
nomads, who, fresh from the solitude and -

(C) 1920. International restore Service. Xne.

In an earlier version, that the "tree of j die in infancy and then miraculously
knowledge" was Teally the "tree . of I rescued. ?

death" and that God Intended man to eat f ,: -- t has. been conjectured, says the
of the "tree of life when he told him he j luthor, "that in stories like that of the
could eat of every tree but one. The, exposurt of the infant Moses on the (water

sirens and lost their strength when their
hair was cut. --

Samson, the learned' author points out,
judged Israel for twenty years, but of his
judgments not one is recorded, and if the
tenor of his ; pronouncements 4 can- - be in-
ferred from the nature of his acts, we
may be allowed to doubt whether he par-
ticularly adorned the bench of justice. ,

"His talent," says Frazer, "would seem
to have Iain rather : in the direction of

- brawling and fighting, burning down peo-
ple's corn-rick- s and beating up the quar-
ters ot loose women; in short, he appears

. to have shone in the character of a Uber-- v

tine and a rake-he- ll rather than in a strict-
ly judicial capacity.

"Instead of a dull list of his legal de-
cisions we are treated to an amusing, ifnot very edifying, narrative of his adven-
tures in love and war, or rather In fili--

: Great Britain Blrbts Bexnrea - 7

y,worta, mciuamg tne American Indians. Heargues that the Biblical story of the floodis derived from the Babylonian legend.The Babylonian narrative cannot be de-
rived from the, Hebrew, since it is olderby at least eleven or twelve centuries.Frazer is inclined to explain the Baby-Ionia-n,

and Hebrew traditions of a great
flood by the inundation hv wvuj, .v.

original siory was composed 10 explain 1 we have. a reminiscence of an old custom
death cams among mankind. : The thow

tin:? Incidents
tably floated

.3 on the cur
before-- , they

ory of a real

Ariosto.
"The marvellous and d:

ot his disreputable car tabout loosely as ' r
'rent of oral tradiu.x I
crystallized around tfce
man, a doughty hlghla- - der

of testing the legitimacy of children by
throwing them Into the water and leaving
them to swim fr sink, the Infants which
swam being accepted, as legitimate and
those which sank being rejected as illegiti-
mate." -

The famous story of Jacob and Esau Is

id borderer.

name of "the tree of death" has been
changed Into "tree of the knowledge of
good and evil" In the Bible. i jt

The serpent, persuaded Eve to partake
.of "the tree of death" in order that he
might keep "the tree of life" for himself.

lower valley of the Euphrates and Tigrisis annually exposed by the heavy rainssort of Hebrew Rob Hoy, v hose choleric
temper, dauntless cox: ";e tad prodigious
bodily strength "marv:i t:zi out as the

uu uiBumg snows in, the mountainsArmenia. -


