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inthe First Murderer Forgiven and Not

Englaod’s Greatest Anthropologist Asserts
That Jehovah Only Meant to Protect
r's Ghost

Abel’s Slayer from His Broﬂm

and Reverses the
Accepted-Interpretation

of Many Bible Stories

of “The Golden Bough,” and the most

noted anthropologist in Great Brit-
ain, has now published a brilliant and con-
troversial work in which he explains many
famous Bible stories in the light 6f modern
folklore study.

The distinguished sclientist shows that
the most striking Bible narratives, such
as the story of man’s fall, are susceptible
of an entirely different explanation from
the usually accepted one, when they are
considered in connection with our present
knowledge of folklore and ancient myths
and customs. His studies on this subject
are contained in a great three-volume
work, “Folklore in the Old Testament,”
published by Macmillan & Co.

According to Sir James Frazer, we have
formed & very imperfect idea of what hap-
pened in the Garden of Eden, when Adam
and Eve partook of the apple. The “tree
of the knowledge of good and evil” gceou-
ples the centre of the stage, but, Frazer
tolls us, “when we look closer, we per-
ceive a second tree standing side by side
with the other in the midst of the garden.
It is a very remarkable tree; for it is no-
less than the tree of life whose fruit
confers immortality on all who eat of it.

“yet in the actual story of the fall this
wonderful tree plays no part. Its frait
hangs there on the boughs ready to be
plucked; unlike the tree of knowledge, it
15 hedged about by -no divine prohibition,
vet no one thinks it worth while to taste
of the luscious fruit and live forever.

“The eyes of the actors are all turned
on the tree of knowledge; they appear n,qt
to sea the trea of life. Only when' all Is
over does God bethink himself ef the won-
drous tree standing there, neglected, with
all its infinite possibilities, in the midst of
the garden, and fearing lest man, who
has become like Him in knowledge by
eating of the one tree, should become like
Him in immortality by eating of the other,
He drives him from.the garden and sets
an angelic squadron, with flaming swords,
to guard the approach to the tree of life,
that none henceforth may eat of its magic
fruit and live forever.”

In support of his statement that there
was “a tree of life” as well as “a tree of
knowledge,” Frazer cites Genesis, Chapter

22 to 24.

tfe then argues that the “tres of life"™
must have played a more important role
in an earlier version. that the “tree of
knowledge” was 7veally the “iree of
death” and that God intended man to eat
of the “tree of life” when he told him he
ocould eat of every tree but omne. The
original story was composed to explain
how death came among mankind. The
name of “the tree of death™ has been
changed into “tree of the knowledge of
good and evil” in the Bible. !

The serpent persuaded Eve to partake
of “the trea of death” in order that he
might keep “the tree of life” for himself.

SIR JAMES GEORGE FRAZER, author

Frazer quotes the myths of the
Phoenicians and many anclent
peoples to show that they at-
tributed extraordinary wisdom
ang longevity to the serpent.
Then the author makes the
remarkable discovery that the
brand set upon Cain was not a
disgrace, but perhaps a form
of protection or a tribal dis-
tinction. When Cain' was
driven o~t of society for mur-
dering his brother Abel, the
Bible tells us God “set a mark
upon Cain, lest any finding him
should kill him.” Some writers
think that this mark was some
badge used by fighting tribes
indicating that he belonged to
a community that would
avenge his murder. Among
the flerce Bedouins to-day one
of the chief tribal badges is
a2 way of wearing the hair.
Frazer, however, bDelleves
that Jehovah was-really kindly
dlsposed toward <Cain—"this

first My. Smith, for Cain means The “Tree of an]d‘c'; Was Really the

Smith," as the author tells us. #Tree of Death,” According to Frazer, and the
. Serpent Persuaded Our Parents to Eat Its Fruit
by the Murk set upon him from iy, Qrder to Keep “the Tree of Life” for Himself.

Cain was probably protected

his victim’s ghost, not branded

with a sign of frightfulness and ghame,
the former according better with the prim-
itive estimate of a murderer's status In
soclety, The usual interpretation that God
affixed the mark to Cain to save him from
human assaflants {s unreasonable, because
there was nobody to assail him, sinca the

earth was “inhabited only by the murderer
himsslf and his parents.”

Frazer tells us that the story of the
¥inding of Moses in the bulrushes and his
subsequent upbringing presents features
which may reasonably be suspected of be-
longing to the realm of folklore rather
than of history. The Bible jells us that
Moses was doomed by Pharaoh to be de-
stroyed with other Hebrew children at
birth, that an Hgyptian woman took pity
on him and hid him by the Nila's brink,
where Pharaoh’s daughter found him and
brought him up. Frazer proves that many
primitive races had legends of early
heroes, llke King Gilgamesh of the Baby-
lonians, who 'were left by cruel persons to
die in infancy and then miraculously
rescued. 1

*“it has been <onjectured,™ says the
.author, “that in stories like that of the
exposurs of the infant Moses on the water
we have. s reminiscence of an old custom
of testing the legitimacy of children by
throwing them into the water and leaving
them to swim ®r sink, the Infants which
swam being accepted as legitimate and
those which sank being rejected as illegiti-
mate.” )

The famous story of Jacob and Esan is

given & very different interpretation by
Frazer from the ordinary one. Jacob
bonght his older brother Esau’s birthright
from him when the latter was famished
and much in need of a mess of red pottage.
Then, in order to clinch the bargain by
obtaining his father's blessing, Jacob had
himself swathed in kid's skins, and cheated
the blind old man into thinking that he
was the hairy Esat.

Most people think that Jacob’s conduct
was very disreputable, but Frazer explains
that there was in early times a widespread
law that the youngest son and not the
eldest, should inherit. A legend dating
from the primitive time when this custom
prevailed was the basis of the Jacob and
Esau story, and the younger patriarch
should not be too severely criticised.

The law of inheritance by the youngest
born, called ultimogeniture, is connected

_ with the "right of the first night,” which

prevailed sxtensively in the Middle Ages,
but had its origin in the prehistoric past.

Many readers have wondered why the
builders of the Tower of Babel should
have been suddenly stricken with a diver
sity of tongues and why our different
languages should have arisen in that pe-
culiar manner. Frazer explains that the
tower was really one of the great temple-
towers of Babylon, of which two exist to
this day in ruins.

He traces the Biblical story to the dusp
impression produced by the great city of
Babyion on the simple minds of Semitic
nomeads, who, fresh from the solitude and
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“Cain and His Family”—

Sir Jn.mu Frazer Asserts That Jehovah Li Cain .;,?-
from His Brother’s Ghost and Not to Save Him § —

Frazer Arglos That Samson Was a Molt Disreputa
elilah Must Have Been a Glorious He
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Hebrews,

silence of the desert, were bewildered by
the hubbub of the streets and bazaars,
dazzled by the kaleidoscope of color in

. the bustling crowd, stunned by the din og

voices jabbering in sirange, unknown
tongues, and overawed by the height of
the buildings; abeve all by the prodigious
alg§itude of the temples towering up; ter-
race upon terrace, till their glistening tops

of enamelled brick seemed to touch the.

sky. No wonder that dwellers in tents
should imagine that they who scaled the
pinnacle of such a stupendous plle by the
lonf winding ramp and appeared at last
like moving specks on the summit must
indeed be near the gods.

Frazer holds that the mighty Samson
was really a very disreputable character.
The author admits, by the way, that he
must have been a real character, for the
Bible story is too full of exact detalls about
his Iife to be fiction. It is significant, how-
ever, that there sre many ancient fo
tales of strong men who were beguiled
sirens and lost thelr strength when thelr
hair was cut.

son, the learned auther points out,
judged Israel for twenty years, but of his
judgments not one is recorded, and If the
tenor of his pronouncements can be in-
ferréd from the nature of his acts, we
may be allowed to doubt whether he par-
ticularly adorned the bench of justice.

“His talent,” says Frazer, “wounld seem
to have lain rather in the direction of
brawling and fighting, burning down peo-
ple’s corn-ricks and beating up the guar-
térs of loose women; in short, he &
to have shone in the character o!'tm
tine and a rake-hell rather than in a striet-
1y judicial capacity.

“Instead of & dull lst of his legal de-
cislons we are treated to an amusing, If
not very edifying, narrative of his
tures in love and war, or rather
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His Parents Were Alive to Afh

bustering; for i#f we accept, as we are
bound to do, the Scriptural account of this
roystering swashbucklér, he never levied
& regular war or,headed a national insur-
rection against the Philistines, the oppres-
sors of his peopie; he merely sallied forth
from time to time as a solitary paladin or
knight-errant and mowed them down with

the jawbone of an ass omady other equally

serviceable weapon that @ to his hand.

“And even on these pre ry expeditions
(for he had no scruple about re his,
victims of their clothes and probably of
their purses) the fdea of delivering h
2;;“:1; last thing that 321&-
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champfon of Israel in many a
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