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CANNED GOVERNMENT?

1T HAS been suggested, as a réSult
& of the recent census, thdt the num-
ber of representatives in congress be
limited permanently to the -present
liquota—435. - ¥ e
4 E'?f; Why not, as Congressmard McAre
“thur recently suggested in an inter-
~ . wiew In The Journal, reduce the house
~ "lto 300 members? Why maintain a
" fop-heavy body? Why have canned
. Lgovernment by a few rather than de-
1iberate government by all members?
. 'Why pay %7000 a year in salary to
b " 'members who give nothing but Q. K'd
. Noles and an oceasional campaign

“

Because of the large house, that
ody ha§ resolved itself into a rati-
jng assembly in lieu of a deliber-
The house as a

- -y
|
|
_/ative convention. :
£5° Whole, as things work out, takes a
" Usmall part in legisiation. Even the
F' . party caucus is now liltle more than
© & ceremony. Instead, a few leaders,
o4 gu of experience and recpgnized po-
; acumen, have becomc the spon-
gers of legislation. Committee gov-
" ernment has become the fad. And not
- “only commitiee governmentbut sub-
~  ~committee government.

' On the important committces are a
few men of predominance. They di-
pect. They say this bill shall be fa-
orably ‘reperted and that.shall not.

b

..‘

ivg who refuses to accept their dio-
. ’h"ne. their wrath: “Thereafter,

“ean oblain no ebﬁmmuom;

P! v‘.’ .' iy - <
Wder such a system,.Whers debate
ed because of numbers, delib-

ive . §O t s impossible.
on - m .government 18

= ugh their- immense power they
" o are énabled 19 whip the remainder of
¢ ‘the houde into line. The representa-

B bgislation. Although ‘the few are re-
3 spansible for the action of the house,
. they can dodge responsibility behind |
Fy -~ the cloak of numbers. 43

All the house as a whole does is to.
put its 0. K. on measures thal a small

group of committee members has or-|

dained. In effect, the house as a whole
is a rubber stamp house and_legisla-

tion by it r stamp legislation.
With the: ere for & reapportion-
A ment of representatives and the

8 "ber to be Increased by ‘the Tigur
the late census, is there a more
portune momen! lo permanently f

the number of representatives at a
figure to permit free and open discus-
sion of pending legislation, on a bet-
ter time to  subslitute deliberative
87 government for canned government?

ris ~ Spontaneous combustion ignited
fuse in a metal garbage cah in
& basement of the Platt building
Thursday. What If the receptacle

had been wood?
—

NOT NATURE

v OMEONE once said that people “do

He referfed to/ ealing, to drinking. to
working and to other pleasures or oc-

.. cupations wherein human beings ex-|a

' ~eceed the limits set up by nature as
_ boundaries for conduct of
: : has gorged himself to

*{a drachm of powder.

- D not die—they Kkill themselves.” |

daily Hfe. |
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but an amount in the near vieinity of #4,600000, an average of 83000 an acre.

None of the reports was offered estimates for the eost of port terminal
facilities to be erected on the property when acquired by the public but the
drift of non-officlal estimate is that if the St. Johns ferminal (No. 4) requjred

two'bond issues, one of §3,000,000 and the other of $5,000,000, the more elabor-

on' the port bill in November.

the project which inspired it.

increased port powers.

The port bill, as The Journal flu before

ate facilities of the Swan island project will call for not less ‘than $9,000,000.

Here, then, are three tentative figures of costs aggregating $21.600,000,
or more than twice as much as the people have been asked to have in mind
as they contemplate the affirmatiye or negative ?lrlﬂ-er of their votes
25| And who knows whether the complete development of the project would

enc Awith $21,000,000 or even $40,000,000.
But the voter who studies the port bill and looks @vithin It for a seeking
s3.00 | of abthority to exeeute a £10,000,000 Swan s

port project is disappointed.
ted, contains no reference to

It is a proposal for the merging of the port and dock commissions. But
even the merger Is premised upon contingencies, which If not overcome will
leave the present port commission as the administrative agent of ~wvastly

In other’words, if the port blll carries In November, but the city council
thereafter fails tp cede title to dock properties already erected, to the port

eominission there will be no merger of the port and dock commissions.

the 'dock commission does.

shotld do so now.

= But whether the merger occurs or not, if the bill passes, the port commis-
1sion will be empéwered to do all things It now does and also all the things

And, If the port bill carries, the port commission, without further vote
by the people, will have authority te issue bonds in an amount not exceed-
ing 5 per cent of the assessed valuation of the port district, or $16,000,000.

If the bill i--passed®snd the bonds are issued the port commission will not
be reponsible under the law for using the funds to develop the Swan island
project or any other projeet. It is to be presumed that the funds would be’
spent on tHe Swan isiand plan but such is only a presumptian.

The bill leaves the selection of future port commissioners, after the detalls
of the merger have been attended to, to the state legislature. In other words,
the llegislators from Klamath and Malheur counties, among othens, will vote
to fill vacancies on the Port of Portland commission.

Té resume, it appears that the Swan island project will exceed by twice, If
not more, Its first estimates of cost, and that the port bill, while containing
broader granits of power than have ever beep propesed for port purposes,
does not make the Swan island project or any other project mandatory.

ln many ways the Swan island project is one that by its very magnitude
possesses powerful appeal. But the people of Portland have In previous action
on port questions voted wilh their eyes opep. The Journkl bélieves they

Those who attemgted, by patronage,
to keep the brewery wheels turning
were in the end the ones responsible
for the prohibition of manufacture.
And many a man paid for the atiempt
by premature death.

The consequences of overwork are
not less faial. To the man who
grinds, grinds, grinds for: seven days
a week, 12 hours 4 day In an office,
without physical culture, physicians
promise an early breakdown. The Lis-
sues of the brain are not constructed
fo withsland econtinual wear and tear
wilhiout relaxation. They are not to
be worked to death.

The - ambitious professional man,
the one who is,working for himsell
in an office, is prone to over tax na-
ture. He js inclined, rtrv by ambi-
tion and spurred on by success, to
give all his time, all his theught, and
his life to his work. He sacrifices his
health. And then he pays the piper.

After he is gone, there are friends
to .réemark that “‘so-and-so" is dead.
The graye is covered, the head stone
set yp. Then someone else takes his
place on this earth.’

In .isolated cases the law  of the
realm can be violated and the penalty
averted. Buf no man can defeat the
grim law imposed by nature.

— - e :

Possibly the split between France
and England over European poli-
tica is overdrawn. Yet division is
possible at any time among Euro-
pean nations. That is why the bal-
ancing g;d hpp!._rtlal influence of
America Is needed over there.
America - alone: ‘can -be -the » high
arbiter, the impartial tribune that
can 'guifde those nations to higher
{depls and save the.world. from dis-
agreements, = divisions and conse-
quent wag.  ‘And America 'can do
it without firing.a shot or burning

_ARE WE1

LJF. _THE British government joins

France in  opposing the Russian
Bolghevists by use of force, the Brit-
[ish Federation of Miners will call a
genenal sirike, A vote to that effect
has been taken by the, miners.
“In"Germany ' recently, Bolshevists
were threatening. @ genergl strike if
the German government eontinued to
interfere with the organization of se<
cret ‘soviet armies in Germany. It
made no difference to the German
Balshevists that Germany hag cove-
nanted in the Paris ftreaty to limit
her military forces. *

Here is an unseen hold that Boishe-
vism has on Burope. There is com-
munitation and © on between
Russian Bolshevists | Bolshevists in
other countries. They have mutual
sympathies and mutual purposes. The

Tor

United States?

of general strikes in other countries, |
it is not only ruling Russia but is
actually exercising authority in Eng-
land, Italy, Germany and other na-
tions.

If the system continues to advance,
what is to be Its effeet upon the
Does it all Zmean
nothing ,or does it mean a great deal
to the American people?

Are we isolated ?

—_ —— ]

Even with the cruel death of 5-
year-old Donald Harvey under the
wheels of an automobile on Mason
street, automobile kijlings are still
much below the gory rédord of last
year, all in spite of a heavy Increase
in the number of machines in use.
But when a killing happens when
the driver has 756 to 100 feet to go
on and a whole strfest im which to
avoid his victim, there is no telling,
if that sort of thing is allowed to
continue, to what dreary
this year's aggregate may go.

lengths

THE LOWLY DEAD

THEHE could scarcely be a more
complete disregard of human life
than that by the automabile driver
who ran down and killed 5-year-gld
Donald Harvey on Mason street.

The child was crossing the street

with his back to the approaching ma-
china,

On his own testimony at the

f

coroner’s inquest, Ritzman, the driver,
admitted that he saw the boy when
he was still 75 feet distant. =
But by his own statement and that
of others in his car, the driver did not
slacken his pace. As numerous other
drivers do, he drove his heavy jug-
gernaut ghead. in" utter heedlessness
as to cotisequences. Instegd of going
Lo the slight frouble of applying his
brakes and making sure that ‘there
Wwould be no accident, he blew . his
horn and relied on that to get the
child out of his way. T
Here was the scene: The child 75
feet away—some witnesses said the
distance was 100—and a whole street
in which to pass him. But the child
was run down and killed. The driver
broke the law in passing to the left
side of the street where he finally
struck the boy. He broke the law by |
using a car with defective brakes. He
kflled the child und
L that are withont excuse andl, so far as
The Journal can see, without a single
mitigating fact.
Just so long as juries refuse to gon-
viet" drivers whose recklessness re-
sults in killing, children like little
Donald Harvey will have to be hauled
off to the cemeteries. Cam anybody
give one single reason why it would
be wrong to send to the penitentiary
involuntary manslauvghter any
driver who, with 75 ¢

stop in arnd a whole
tp pass him, runs over and kills a
J-year-old child? \ '

The ochildren in the street are
mostly from lowly homes. They have

ciroumstances

of distance to

in which

AILY
- = ——
the bullding early Wednesday, the
tenced to 180 days in jail. The
course of justice runs in ways that
are confusing to humble laymen.
Here is a sentence of 180 days on
the technical possibility that the
Greek’s act might have resulted in
somebody’'s death. While on the
other hand, two violations of law
and mad driving by a motorist that
actually killed . a 5-year-old child
brought a clear bill of health for tho
Mdriver from a coroner’s jury. :

i i oo adr 2

Pl e B

_JOURNAL, PORTLAND, OREGON
_— — ———  ——

mon sense as to personal " or
common courtesy for othérs in the pub-
lic streets. . _

The best place to get many persons
to read is at the movies. Let the
authorities conduct a campaign of short
educationhl directions on the screens be-

tween acts at the movies. .
S C. C. Brower. .

CONCERNING INQUIRIES

Portiand, 29, the Editor of
s July ~To :

‘can growers to get 17

TIMBER CUTTING
IN NORTHWEST

By Carl Smith, Washington Staff Cor-
respondent of The Journal.

.

are removing

than 2 per cent of Western Washington's
timber, and less than 1 per cent @ Ore-
&on's, according to the report of the
forest service on timber depletion, which
has been prepared in great detail for
the United States senate, =

“Yet the reasonably accessible timber
amnd that in private ownerghip is going
very much faster,” says the report, “and
with decreasing southern pine produc-
tion, enormous pressure to increase the

cut may be upfud'.." #

It is estimated that Oregon has a total
stand of 494,000,000,000 board fegt, that
Washington has $34,000,000,000 feet, and
California over 313,000,000,000 feet. Owver
half the total or B686,000,000,000 feet, i=s
found In the Douglas fir belt of Oregon
and Washington, of which Douglas fir

alone ys_5568,000,000,000 feet. One
fourth rémaining saw timber in the
entire the Douglas fir of Ore-
gon gton. Forest depletion

has occurred more rapidly In Washing-
ton than:in Oregon, it is stated, and by
far the greater part of future expansion
may be looked for in Oregon. The rea-
son Oregon has been slower In cutting,
says the report, is the fact that its tim-
ber has been more inaccessible. It is
predictéd that coperatlons Inte the more
.difficult regions will now be financed
and the  timber -brought out for the
markets. T

“A gradual rise In logging costs isg in-
evitable,” says the report, “as it be-
comes necessary to extend operations to
the more mountainous logging chances.

Tha" ¢t résourcea of the Pacific
| coast are large, but it would be un-
wise ' to overestimate them, for much

less thén thé fotal &tand is readily avall-
able. Existing transportation facilities
to the, East are already overburdened
with present traffic, and they will have
to beé wery materially increased to mest

probable reduction in eastern ané
rn lumber cut during the next 10

L - L ]

The report says the danger .is that the
Pacific_ forests will be considered “in-
exhausiible” unti]l it is too late. Other
measures than the existence of national
forests mre necessary. By following se-
lective logging plans an® avolding waste
of unused trees the destruction 6f com-
plete forest areas such as has taken
place in New England, the lake region
and the south, can be avolded.  The first
step of all is more adequats protection
against forest fires, says the report,
with the cooperalion of government,
state and private owners. .

Letters From the People
e 2 B S el

oR one side of the paper, should not

goo in length and must be signed by the
writs v!u-mﬂ-d‘}r-tn full must "accom-
Pany

*

: A LAND OF LAW

Enterprise, Aug. 12.—To the Editor of
The Journal—I am pl to notice
that in your issue of the sixth instant,
you have given space 8 communications
from two correspondents who justly
condemn the “third degree" treatment
administered to the glayers of Til Taylor,
and I am also pleased to notice that one
of . your correspondents, though =a
woman, has ‘the courage 1o sign her
name, while the other does not. Both,
communications are upon a subject)
which shodld arouse the interest of all |

who desire that our country .
should be known as a land of law, and
pot one where supposed justice is ad-
ministered or evidence obtained accord-
ing to the modes In vogue during the
dark of medieval ages of seyeral hun-
dred years ago. Your editorial
on the subject was entirely too mild,
for instead of philosoph in the
abstract, you should have named the
particular individuals . guilty of the
“brutal but effective” treatment of the
prisoners in the Umatilla county jail,
and called upon the district attorney
of that county or the attormey general
of the state to see that they were mads
to answer for their unwarranted and
savage work. The prisoners may be
gullty and deserve the extreme penalty
of the law, but it is the business of the
courts to attend to that, and not the
business of those self-appointed execu-
tioners without warrant or process for |
their acts.

Many states have found it necessary
to pass legisiative enactments strictly
prohibiting under severe penalties any
attempt to obtain evidence by means of
“third degree” or "sweating”
process: and I earnestly hope a similar
enactment will be adopted by they Ore-
gon legisjature at its next session.

D. W. Sheahan,

EDUCATION: AND . JAYWALKERS

Klamath Falls, Aug. 5—To the Editor
of The Journal—You are certainly doing
a great service to the public, both in
your editorials and the general articles
on the “reckless drivers” and the “jay-
walkers.” The fact of four persons belng
killed in one week recently in your
county through their own “careless-

g
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beé no doubt that the o gTrowers
will repudiate the Democpatic .

The other crime mentioned WM
while they fixed the price of wheat and
meat they failed to fix the price of cot-
ton. It seems to me thers was & greater
opportunity to fix prices during these
last two years, since the Republicans
have had control, which control was
gained through tactics used by that fel-.
low in Michigan—I dom't remember his
name, and dom’t want to.- 1 am from
Michigan myself. - :

The article continues to tell of G. 0. P.
promises. We are pramised a national
inquiry. Let us hope, if elected, they
will inquire about the farmers’ loan, fed-
eral reserve, n projects, etc. We
will be satisfied if they do nothing more
than inquire, which is all they promise.

But let us gef close to home, and
something fresh. Democratic federal of-
fictals could find mnothing for which the
Dairymen's league could be prosétuted.
Our Republican g¢ity officials are still
after th It looks as though G. Q. P. |
somehoW stands for “league pro tion."
The dairymen made a mistake in callingg
their jzation a “league.”

: Get Me?

OWNER OF AMERICA

Portland, Aug. 3—To the Editor of
The Journal—To your editorial in the
issue of July 31, “Who Owns America?"
I will answer, without fear of successful
contradiction, that #hen it comes to the
means of motive power for automobiles,
trucks, traetors, etg, the Standard Oil
company owns América by a large ma-
jority. Now as one good turn deserves
another, I want o ask a question: Why
is not ethyl alcohol utllized? Why do
we have to depend upon an agency under
the ground when there exists in plain
sight and above the ground an agency
bétter, cleaner, more . efficient, easier
converted for use and obtainable in un-
limited quantities, with less cost, labor
and trouble? Why is not the te of
“a& billion dellars annually” (I quote
from an opinien by Carl Vrooman, assisty]
ant secretary of agriculture) turned into
a profit by utilizing material always at
hand and obtainable anywhere, “the pure
gift of God,” to propel our numer-
ous and fast growing number of autos,
truckg and tractors, besides obtaining the
sources of light and heat, -non-combusti-
ble, odoriess and stronger than gaso-
line? I have seen thousands of auto-
mobiles use ethyl alcohol. I have sesn
large cities lighted by its means in Eu-
rope. Why not in Ameriea? The Ameris
can farmer o t to issue & declaration
of independencd from his overlord, des.
potie, tyrannical and greedy.

: Paul Pferdner.

MORE CIVIL WAR RELICS

Independence, July 30.—To the Editor
of The Journal—I noticed an article in
The Journal of July 25 about a Mr.
8. M. Jackson, who was visiting rela-
tives at Brownsville, and who owned
& newspaper printed by the Confeder-
ates wallpaper at Vicksburg before
its ender. -

I believe I ean go him one better, as
I also have one of those papers, which
belonged to gy father, John C. Brown,
and also, what I prize the highest, one
penholder and eight buttons made ‘out
of the wood of that tree under which
General Pembertoi surrendered to
General Grant. The tree was dug up
and’ all the roots and even ths leaves
were carried away as souvenirs of that
great event. My father belonged to
the T3th Ohlo Infantry, company 1, 17th
army corps. He served under General
Grant and helped also dig and put the
powder under Fort Hill during the slege
of Vicksburg. He was' with Sherman
on his march to the sea.

Francis M. Brown.

PRICES AND PRICES

Portland, Aug. 6~To the Editor of
The Journal—I read with 4nterest the
editorial page of Th#§ Journal regarding
the farmer who brought the spring
chickens to the ¢ity and was offered only
17% cents a pound for them. About the
same time I bought a li poor chicken,
hA;dIy : ;'t:r:h carrying home as a gift,
and paid 45 cents a pound for the same.

Something rotten!

As to hogs, the producer Is selling at
cents. The same pork on the market
so high that we have quit thinking about
it, to say nothing about eating it. ’

Semething wrong again, as it is not
a shortage. My husband has stood on
the street early In the morning and seen
truckloads of spolled meat being hauled
away to the incinerator,

Not long ago I paid 8 1-3 cents a pound
on the Yamhill market for little apples
that my father-in-law would not have
picked up off the ground before fruit in-
spection came into vogus. Verily, what
is wrong? A Journal Reader..

CALLS IT BARBARITY

Portland, Aug. 4.—To the Kditor of
The Journal—After reading the mccount
of the capture of the five escapasd pris-
oners at Pendleton _and the subssquent
jailing and means of extortion applied
to compel the prisoners to divulge facts
considered necessary by police officers,
one is tempted to belleve that ithere is
abundant roome for Imiprovement in
police methods of dealing with criminals,
The after effects of war are blamed for
many crimes committed at the present
time. and we all believe that gradually
the effects of brutality will finally give
place to the softening ‘influences of
peace and bring our thoughts and ac-
tions back tc a more sane basis It is
abhorent to think at shis day that we
adfers to such repulsive proceedings ®s
applying ammonia to a man’'s nostrils
and compelling him -to inhale, while
numerous men beat his head
against iron bars. Should this be con-
doned by law? I think met. And thers

N
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y SDOW, ickly melts, but It"
a%}ﬁm%u.dmum'
People who blame Providence thelr
mugnmaﬂruﬂmtﬂuﬁm

“h something”’
nmm;?ohzgl“y "hc.:’rd something™
about you. Tz .

if you can't then you have
to hand out uMm. kindness
and charity, s 4
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vegetab! is latest con-
Ahnnan _to‘:h. vegetable Kk made
by a Cottage Grove man. | the
mtrlbuuont - 1s .:d a:hu =
oo cumu'-—-po_t.tu.t drove ﬁﬁ
Oregon census shows that our pop-

u.l:‘a:n hual?ee increasi at

normal birth rate. In o words,
far as the rest of the world is conoc:ﬁ :
our state s m no progress. In 1

: bel roud of census figures, we
first suspicion? > 4 “shnuld : z.qm wﬁ_ have been sleep-
When a man takes his wife the | ing on
theatre he thinks it's up to him to go [ wonderful possibllities Jn e
out between fels and telephone to sée | tham =
whether the house ia still G:en. regonian.

MORE OR LESS PERSONAL

Rarjdom Observations About Town

R

-

Two hoary, had.
the big scare their lives recently in
the Rainier national forest when a huge

SNAg m them by only a few
feet. P. H. Dater, district engineer of
the forest service, brings back the tale
of how the two men, riding along an
old mountain road in a flivver with a
camp .attachment, drove off the road a
short way to camp. The tent was at-
tached to the gide of the car. They had

feet, ¥y a few minutes elapsed be-
fore the huge snag, 150 fest long and six
feet in di came crashing over
the identical where they had been
lying. The ingldent so unnerved the
two old prospectorg that they bulit a
campfire and sat up all night talking
abofit It. s

John Doyle, assistant secretary of the
Port of Portlarid commission, is spending
his vacation at Sea View on the North
beach. During the absence of Doyle;
Harry Campilon 18 in command of the
local office.

- - E
Sam C. Bratton, former commercial
manager of the Portland Gas & Coke
company and former president of the
Portland Ad club, is again among us,
Bratton, now a typical Wall streeter, is
connected .with the Electric Bond &
Share company of New York. With
Bratton Is his wife and both deslare
that some day, not very far hence, they'll
be back In Portland
meantime Charles F. Berg is showing
the town to Mr. and Mrs. Bration. They
will remain in Portland about two weeks.
En route west the former Portlanders
spent a month in Texas. -
L d - -

Virtually shaken out of business by
the earthgquake temblors that kept Los
Angeles stirred up two weeks ago, C. V.
Everett, formerly manager of the Al-
cazar theatre, Portland, and Miss Mabel
Wilber, his leading woman and a na-
tionally known musical comedy soprano,

to. live. Ia the |

are in Portland again uafter a rather
costly experience at the show business in
the “City of Angels.” The company.
known as, the Wll::r_- : company,
was going good, Wever, :
comedy stock, such as W‘gm at
the Alcasar last winter, until (hggearth-
quakes started. The first n

the audlence felt the temblor, most of
the patrons left the housa, and as addi-
tional earth quiders in days
to it became more apd more diffi-

fore the enterprise, *which was starlng
out well, had to be abandoned. Miss

local business interssts

W. Stokes Kirk of Philadelphla, owner

of Kirk's Military shop, ived from the
East this week and & “ﬁ'
Multnomah hotel. Kirk r

stores on the Pacific coast and a large
store at Philadelphia,

will look after

of military equipment and clething. His
trip to the Northwest is for busl-
ness ¢ and coincident with his
visit here it was an . that the
local military shop will on August
30 from (its present 1 at Third
and Stark to the b at the south-
west cdédrner of "Sixth . Pine streets.
The new location has been leased from
the Corbett estate for a thres-year per-

&

iod and alterations are being made |
suit the new tenants. F. E. Angove, man-
ager of the local store, was recently
appointed manager of the four Pacliic
const stores. . % 2

mmﬁ-:‘mwm Sty 35
Mount er, .

return home, Mr. and Mrs, Km
and Mrs.' George B. Maxwell arrived In
Portland Monday night They were met
in Seattla by Mr. Maxwell and motored
‘across the Cascades and thence to the
Columbia via Wanatchse. All
delightful outing with the Mazamas,
clouds of mosquitoes being only
drawback., Excelléent roads and

g

were encountered

Tn-ulino everywhera

on the Seattle-Wenatches-Portland trip.

OBSERVATIONS AND IMPRESSIONS

By Fred

OF THE JOURNAL MAN

Lockley i

—_—

The wealthy and the*famous have no
lack of chroniclers, but'who gives w
ond thought to the men of the n
gang? As you sit on the rear platform
of the observation car you see them,
grimy with sweat and dust, standing by
th® side of the track® You do not give
them a second thought. Did you ever
realize that the vote of any one of Lhese
seclion laborers counts for as much as
your vote in the ballot box? Did you
ever stop to think that the whole struc-
ture of our prosperity is resting on the
farmer and laborer. With all your skill
as a-Tponey changer or a teacher of psy-
chology you would not be eating were
it not for the sweat grimed men who
raise the food and these others who
build the tracks and operate the trains
to bring the food to you.
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I ran across an old-time  section la-
borer a day or so ago,” His name id
James Brady and he hails from County
Sligo in lreland. His hair, once flam-
ing red, is now white. He stiil has the
rich brogue of the Emerald Isie. I_shall

railroadese into newspaper English, "I
will be 72 come the second of next
August,” ha said to me. *I was coming
19 when I came lo this countly. There
were seven of us, but I was the first to
leave the old home., I had.no knowledge
of how to get work in*New York city,
s0 I walked 50 miles to get a job on
the railroad grade., It was the summer
of"67. 1 got $1.50 a day, but whq.p 1
was pald I found my greénbacks were
worth but 40 cents on the dollar, so I
really got but 60 centa a day. I quit
and took a; job at $2 a day shoveling
sawdust away from the belts in & saw-
mill. There were two shifts. The day
shift was 12 hours, the night shift but
11 hours. I stood in with the foreman
80 he let me go on the night shift every
other wmight. That meant thatl every
other day I worked 23 hours. In this
way I put in 10 days’ work each week
all smmer. That winter I got & job
which, because it was dangerous, paid
$32 a day. It was putting in .a dam In
the Susquehanna river, We worked In
water from knee deep to shoulder deep.
We were wat all day., Lots of the men
got rheumatism and had to quit, but men
were plenty and humen life was cheap.
The ice was running in the river and
it was mortal cold work, but I was hang-
ing on to every penmy so I could send

translate his brogue and his picturesqueq @ drop.

for my brothers and sisters to come to

portunity, |
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“Soon I had en‘b:l:h to pay for steer-
age tickets for two of them. I brought
three of my brothers and two sisiers
over, but no one knows how 1 worked
and saved to do it. 1 heard wages were
better on the Pacific coasl, sa I went
by way of the Isthmus to California. I

“work In the harvest field in Santa
valley, We ate
candle light, worked 16 or 17 hours and
ate supper by candle light and went to
sleep iIn the hay. Then I got work on
the Central Pacific as a laborer at $2.25
a day, seven days a week. ' In the spring
of '70 I werk to work for Ben Holladay
on the track between Albina and Dulch
Town, us they called Aurora in lhd'lel
days. When that work wis done 1 got
work as a laborer on the track at Wal-
lula, In 1882 1 went to Pendleton. Next
year I worked all summer at Hood River.
At that time there was but one store
and a dozen houses. Drink is 1¢?7 Never
I couldn’'t afford to. I was
saving money either to bring my broth-
ers and sister over or to support the old
folks back home in Ireland.
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“Finally T was made assistant’
master at §30 a month and my
worries were over. Later I had
of . the division *betweéen Umatilla snd
Pendleton.” I have perved as assistant
roadmaster between Portland and Des-
chutes, between Pendleton and Hunting-/
ton, which is one of the longest divisions,

sions. In 1800 I came to Portiand to be-
come constructien superintendent on the
City & Suburban rallroad. Campbell &
Swigert owned the street railway then,
I superintended the double tracking on
Grand avenue and bullt the line to
Lower Albina and also to St

After 10 years with them I went to
way and helped build the Yukon &
 Pass raflroad over the mountains, I
put fn 10 hours a day and generally got
in six hours’ overtime so 1 made good
money. I live in Portland now. Yes, it
is hard scratching to get along;: living
is so high. Np, I never sayved much for
I was always helping someone else. 1
guess you_can me as a relic of
bygone days. I like an old engine
that is in the pile. I have seen
my best days."” * -

to say nothing about the loss of Jife. The
best fire i= a goeod reillable
man to watch the place at night. I am
a man partly disabled but havé an un-
broken record of five months as night
watchman at the Crown Willamette Inn,
West Linn, and there are no doubt others
just. as well qualified and need the po-
sition as badly. You ses it's economy
both ways. Jack Hamilton.
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