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GIGANTIC PROJECT T RECLAIM
MILLIONS OF ACRES N BIG BEND
COUNTRY STAGGERS IMAGINATION

Plan Is on Foot to Bring Waters of Pend Oreille Lake 137 Miles

for Purpose of-Making Gard
ington of 1,750,000 Acres.

en Spot in Southeastern Wash-

By Marshall N. Dana
HIS is a story of dreams, statistics and buman interest. ¥ it Is suffi-

clently well written and possesse

s what i known as “attention valus"

you will find yourself suddenly absorbed in putling together a deep water

and a dusty empire. With a wave o

f one hand you will banish sagebrush

and, with the beckoning invitation of the other, you will offér to an in-
eredibly thirsty race of red men the miracle of corn and melons.

In the placa of the desert shack th
turned you will set up a cottage of
plant poplars and locusts.

Yes, the children will be there, T
want thelr chance.

at the prankish winds of winter over-
white and green. Around it you will

hey are waliting now, wistfully, They

They whisper among themselveds., They ask unend-

irig questions of fathers and mothers whose fates are burned so red with

the fire of the sun that the high color carries a tinge of black.
hurry to the edge of ths dusty roads.

They
They wave timid handas of welcome

to strangers who occasionally labor by in motor cars through the clinging

dust and sand and the retarding hea
Are the strangers magiclans?

t.

Are they those of whom it is spoken

that they will clothe ths dry bones in the valley of despair with flesh and

lHfe? Are they those of whom it Is

sald that the clear burning spark of

the dlvine within has given them vision and purpose to finish the task of

creation that God began?

PLAN iz on foot to redeem 1,750,000
acres of land, some 3000 square
miles, In what |s known as/the Big Bend
county of Eastern Washington. It Is
called the Columbla Basin Irrigation

project,

The proposed source of water supnly
is the Pend Oreille fiver of Idaho.
project contemplates taking enough
water from this stream each Yyear o
cover 19,000,000 acres of Iand one foot
deep with water, The artifieial river
thus created will be 130 miles long, ex-
tending from Albany Falls near New-
port on the Washington-Idaho Iine to
Hillerest at ths northeaatern corner of
the project, where it will be divided

into Jaterals girdling and criss-croasing |

the project

e artificial river will be five to eight
times as large as the Spokana river. It
will be larger than the Sepake river and
larger than the Yakima river. It will
pass under and through mountains in a
total of 34 miles of tunnels, one of which
will be 163% miles long: Each of these
tunnels will eonsist of two tubes and each
tube will have the diameter of a double
trock railroad. Dams will be erected
across the canyons that hem the moun-
tain sides and the result will be 40 miles
of lakesn, leaving 68 miles of open con-
duit where the watar will flow at the
rate of 18 to 20 miles an hour.

GREAT HORSEFOWER FROVIDED

The artificial river will be carried
bodily across the Spokane river near
Spokune, One of its laterals will be
giphoned under the Snake . river if it
shouid be decided to employ it in irri-
gating lands In Walla Walla county.

Incident toe the creation of the arti-
flcial river in the posseoss development
of a gquarter-miliion of hydro-electric
horsepower and at Z canyon below the

fntake of the canal is & power project |

which will dellver another 250,000 horse-

power.

Think of the abundant life that will
spring up as such a river pours Ita flood
over an area larger than Delaware!
Think of the tremendous outpul from
factories and mills and Hghting” plants
and farm machinery energized by the
almost equally great currant of electric
energy !

FLOODS WOULD BE AVOIDED

This was the stream that 40 edi-
torial representatives of the Pacific]
Northwest's papers found when under|
the guldance of the Spokane Chamber
of Commerce—but with
of Commerce of
Tacoma cooperating—they arrived at
Newport 6n June B,

The altitude ranges from 5§00 to 1700 |
feet, which relieves the sattlers of the
fear of summer frost which is a hazard
of farming about the 4000-foot level,

A sgingle Jook carried conviction as
to the adequacy of the water supply.
Nature had planted islands at Albany
Falle for ths engineers of the EgEreat
project to tie the abutments of their
diversion dam to. Nature has made it
posgible by the building of dams to|
store 2.500,000 acre feet in Flathead |
lake and 1040000 acre feet in Pend
Oreille 1ake without raisihg either body
of water above its high water Ilevel

_ The visible effect upon the Pend Oreille

will be that itz merciless and destruc-
tive flood periods will ba curbed and
the flow will be kept more constant
the wear around.

On the trip from Spokane to New-
port the writer had the privilege of
riding with J. C. Ralston, the engineer
whose mind is to be credited with the
sonception of the project as much
28 any other: Senator Ed T. Coman,
Bpokane banker, and C. 1. Babcock
of Port Angeles, in & car generously
contributed by E. F. Averill, a former
Pendleton boy.

At wvarious points along tha way we
heard from Arthur H. Turner, chisf en-
gineer of the project; Marvin Chase,
gchairman, and Arthur D, Jones, & mem-
ber of the Columbia basin survey com-
mission, for*® the expenses of <whess
work and report the state of Wash-
ington appreopriated S$IN0000. Not a
Hittile of the broad vision of the proj-
eat came from these man and from
George W. Dodds, managing editor of
fhe Bpokane Bpokesman-Review, chalr-
man of the tour commitiee; W. 8 Gil-
bert, president, and James A. Ford,
managing wsecretary, of the Spokans
Chamber of Commerce, as well as N.
W. Durham, chairman of the Spokane
shamber's land seftlement commitiee;
Congressmen Webster =and Summers,
and Governor Hart

ENTERRTAINMENT COMPLIMENTED

At this point it is fitting to pause
and offer pralss to the Bpokane Cham-
ber of Comnferce and to W. P. Ro-
mans, the executive of the tour. Tralme.
automobiles and hotels were chartered
as we traversed the project. There
were unending opportunities for slip-
ups, but the convenlénce and comfort
of every member of the tour was a
consfant objective entirely attained.
When we rode on sleepers, the visitors
got the lowers and the Spokane men
cheerfully climbed into the heat of the
‘upper berths. It was ome of the best
and most genercusly managed excur-
glons in & memory which readily sum-
mons many to compare it with.

-~ YWhen the morning. of June 8 brought
found
that the Greal Northarn traln had
dropped our— sleepers at the town of
Quincy on. the northern bordsr of the

w’:‘ﬂk dht and drouth, um:
o

The |

the Chambers |
Portland, Seattle and |

| Ledger deglared that Yuma, Aris., from
which he kad just returned, was crowd-
ed out of the oven by Corfu, French-
man's hills, Saddle mountain and other
landmarks of the day's auto tour. But
another member of the party put (it
even more strongly, "“Theas folks,” sajd
he, “could g6 to hell and ngver know
the difference.”

SHINES SOON DISAPPEAR

It §s ceértain that
to them represent heaven.

Our shoe shines lasted about five mine
utes in the dustt We saw green only
a8 we put on spectacles of that color.
After a breakfast served by the Ladles’
|And society of Quincy, we started out
in automoblies furnished by the fine
spirited citizens of Quincy, Ephrate and
| Boap lake, One of the first sights was
| an orchard pulled out by the rootas like
& man dead with hia toes turned up.
The road led between two other orchard

areas. Onone side the trees were green
and vigorous, full of fruit; on the other,
| the leaves were withering and turning
| brown, the trees were dying. Water
| pumped from a well 4566 feet deep  WaS
enough fop the vigorous trees. Another
well was being frenziedly driven to the
sama depth with the hope of bringing
the life giving fluid to the surfmcs In
itimea to save the dying orchard.

The wery alr was filled with tragely.
Hatfield, the rainmaker, who had been
promised 33000 an inch for rain was
sitting on the tap of hisg tower of sticks,
where he had placed his pans of chemi-
cals, Only ninety-seven hundreds of an
{inch of rain had fallen since the first
of last January. His probation period
was to expire on the next day, July 10,
It would have been worth almost any
amount of money to win rain, for the
wheat was burning up in the fields.
ALL BROUGHT IN

“We've had it cloudier than usual™
sald Oscar L. Nelson of Low Gap, our
driver, in hopeful excuse for the rain-
maker. His pointing finger revealed
two clouds in the northern sky, euach
about the size of a pocket handkerchief.

Quingy hauls from elsewhere everys
thing to eat, to weéar and to drink. Meat,
mlilk, flour, soda pop, fruit—all that the
| country would produce with water—must
be bought somewhere else, while the
people walt for irrigation.

Yet the land would produce the finest
| of worn. It would yield grapes, melons,
| apricots, peaches, apples and grains of
all varieties.

| EFFECTS OF GLACIERS

| We could see from the maps, and from
high peints that afforded sweeping view
|of 100 milies, that in prehistoric days,
Istn-at glaciers had smoothed out the soil,
had eroded drainage gullles and Jlefl
only the entrance of the water to be
planned by man. The project is trav-
ersed by the maln and branch lines of
the transcontinental railroads that ex-
tend toe Seattle, Tacoma and Portland.
|bchf>ols churches, roads and towns have
| been bullt by that first, futile hope that
|Lhe country could be sustalned by dry
| farming.

The Columbia and the Snake reach en-
folding arms around the great area
speaking of the day when steamboats
will ply busily upon the broad surfaces
of the rivers, carrying the rich yield of
the land's redemption to far markets
and bringing In return that which will
satisfy the demand for merchandise.

One was constantly tempted to see the
greon fleids in place of the sagebrush
merely by listening to those who have
remalned in the country and whose hope
is -not yet vanquished.

RESIDENTS ARE HEROES

Yet we also hearg Oscar Nelson eay,
“1 haven't had a crop for elght years
and this year's wheat won't be worth
harves{ing.” More than half the places
we passed were deserted. No housing
shortage was to be’found there. In a
town like Othello, where as in Newport
and Quincy, the Ladies’ Ajd bangueted
us, the chief occupation seemed to ba
hauling water. In Cunningham, reached
at the end of the journey across the
project, sugges Goldsmith's deserted
village. Most of its pecple have given
up and have gone toe a country less
thirsty.

What heéroes are those who stay by
the stuff! Whatindescribable pathos
ghines in their eager eyea as they hear
the promise thatl water |8 to come ! What
a deaperats, desolate place for the chil-
dren! They deserve a better chance. *1
think I'm hypnotized by hope,” was Nel-
son's parting explanation of the reason
he was wiliing to go back up to Law
Gap and a temperature of 140 in the sun
CONDITIONS ARE DIFFERENT

Pasco is the rity where the Columbin,
the Snake and the Yaklma make corn-
mon ¢ause in their race to the sea. Ken-
newick Is the city on the opposite shore
of the Columbia. Around these two are
four projects embracing nearly 50,000
acres in excellent course of development.
Water i being pumped from the Colum-
bin river upon the 110,000-acre Pasco
project at an expense of $33 an acre for
installation and $6 a year maintenance.
The cost is In sharp contrast with the
$171 an acre estimate of bringing whatsr
to the Columbia basin project, but the
engineers disarm criticism by saying
that conditions are wvastly different as
are the present costs of irrigation when
compared with past prices for mateﬂai

Before our eyes had been unro
dismal story eof defeat by drouth. &
Pasco we found tragedy t d
|into triumph. The people were

ning tons of alfalfa from an
a Spokane lawygr who last year
$83000 from his little plac

irrigation wonld'
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PROPOSED C.OLUMBIA BASIN IRRIGATION PROJECT MIGHTY UNDERTAKING
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fruit and %3000 from the alfaifa ml along the line of least resistance and at

planted betwgen the trees.

The jourhey became &
tour as we proceeded up the walley
of the Yakima. Here Is a body of
some 300,000 acres of land that was
once barren, treeless—dry as the Co-
lumbia basin project a little way to the
west. Now it contalns oply prosperous
farm homes. Towns occur at intervals
so frequeni as (o suggest the thickly
settled districts of Ohio. Proaser,
Grandview, Bunnyside, Zillah, Toppe-
nish and Yakima, the last the metropo-
lis and a fine-appearing e<¢lty, wetre
Just as surely produced by water as
were the flourishing fruit trees, the
exceptional potateo flelds and the wide
reaches of green alfalfa

Belleve me, water In the Interior
works miracles. It grows homes and
towns, and men and women, and crops
of children.

The finaneing of the Columbia basin
project Is uncertain. It is so big that
the federal government must a
aild and supervision. The estimata” of
cost is $300,000,000.

The settlament plan 18 alse rather
nebulous, but other irrigation projects
have furnished a wide range of human
material to select from.

The four great cities. of the Northwest

about 1000 an acre from mm :

ve sach & most substantial stake in a
et that when developad would pro-
260,000,000 worth of food for ship-
Rnnuaily. But of the four, to

it seifishly but from the basis

0 Portiand should be most

“8f benefits. This clty gits at

tnot of the water grade and u the
desep men nﬂrntlmz.

costs based upon natural advantages,

triumphal ' must inevitably pass through Portland.

This will especiall}@be trtue if in the
development interior reclamation pro-
jects, both as to their lands and as Lo
their electric power, theé extension of
river lines Is coincldentally planned. One
will contribute inevitably to the success
of the other In capitalization and in
operation.

Let it be sincerely hoped that every
form of exploitation will ba exciuded, so
that this splendid and thrilling enter-
prise will not Jlose its wvision or its
friends. No doubt as soon &8 assur-
ance of Irrigation is to he had the
speculators will  appear, soft-handed,
fat-girthed, selfish creatures, feeding
upon the hopes and land hunger of oth-
ers, The cities of the Northwest, the
railroads, the people on the project and
every resource of law ought to be am-
ployed to keep them out, in order that
the land may be sold fo present
value of $5 an acre, pl the exact
cost of reclamation.

The Irrigated area of the TUnited
States, including the 1.500,000 acres to
which the reclamation . service has
brought water. aggregates 17,000,000
acres. There is a water supply for an
additional 17,000,000 acres. Of this tre-
mendous- area, the Columbia basin ir-
rigation project represents nearly ohe-
eighth. To esiablish  the project ac-
cording to plan would be one of the
titanic achlevements of this nation. It
would furmsh in food annually mearly
the cost of irrigation. (It would pro-?
vide in taxes, state andl federal wmore
than interest on state or Muu bonds.

gter. ﬂa‘uip‘opn and a soul,

Best of all, it would give to an empire
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143 Merchants to Coop
Making Success of |

Portland jobbers and m
turers, numbering 148. will
making the elghth annunl
week, August 9 to 14, a success.
number of local firms & larger t
the number pmlel_pm in any
vious Buyers' week and ind
the popularity which the ,'p
is attaining at home,

From Oregon and peighboting Ih
merchants are letting the Buyers' w
committes know that the weok ia also
popular ameng the buyers M MM
representatives are. going o be
at the mession this yesr than ever b
tore. Already merchants in Washi
ton, Idaho, California. Montana, Bril
Columbia and Alaska have sent

to the commiitee that they will b.
ent during the sasslons, |
MERCHANTS ARE PREPARING

Portlan merchants who intend
pating in the buyers’ sessions th
are dotermined that the city shall n
tain its powition as the market
Pacific Northwesat, and ars fiiling
shelves with greater stores of

Entertainment plans have .
completed. Every ' femiure of f
years which has been an lld In m
the week popular will he vnﬂn
yvaar., Some added features, such as
plane rides and terminal lmm-c&h
will be on the program this year.

The committea will continue its
mer practice of paying ths nlm
of every merchant who registers 4
the weoek and buys more than §500
of goods from manufacturers and
bers participating.

THOSE PARTICIPATING =
Manufacturers and jobhers plﬂlﬂ-

patipe this year are: =
rian Neckwsar Oa, 'ﬂu“ olal Parni.

ture O, 'T'hfﬂ Rrow. Mifling Oo., m

T swin, American Aruh Manufastoring Co.,

Fiarrts, Neville Co., Armour & Co, B O

. o,
Hn‘lh# Munnfac l'ilvr Co.. W. J. Bs0 W'!ﬂ L
Beswar (flnve My L3
Thes, Imtltl ]
ﬂ'“gurlnt . Bhko-ﬂ'vﬂll
Frank g Co, Binmaner & T,
Yeather Cn,, Briden & Rearh l(-mluhrm._ n"‘ﬂ
Rrownsrille  Wonlan Mills, Botterfisid Frox
W S8hos Mennfactnring Co., &
fartnring Oo., Malm Kols Oa
Yombar o, Charslor & Towom Mo, John
Raddlere Co., Clarks. Woordward. Pe Ca,, €
ret A Dowvars, ot Clear O, Crach "
n, Copet Crlvert & Fome A, Columbis
A Bhade On., Columbia MM Tne,,
Co., Orescent Paper Co, Oribben &
P. T, Crowin On,
Henry THerton & R
o
stern nve
eott Paper On, T €, English
Pailtne-McCalman  Oa,,
Ma., Fithtan-Barker Bhine Ca,
& Ge,, Preeland Fumniture Co, W, ™

rm»u Clmar Ca, 1. K. GI0 Oa,
man I;rn;.m”lléna o, Goodyear m
Garld Bn

Gronfima Cookis Co., Great Norihern

Ca, Wm. Green
r 8, Marmen & Faga g:,‘
o, Werwond Rm ‘ Whim
wm annfactnrine Cn., i -ma
Honeyman Hardwars Co, “ o,
Healy Broa, Furnlinrs ‘l':o Trtn
ndempndent Crackar Co., n o,
Jeenbr Fiat & Cwp works, T, W, 'lm
Ca., Jantzen Knittine mill .
Kerr, fitftord & Cn, K''ham Bistion
Printine Oo .. m: P"!\-h&r !:_:tr-‘l"u.,
Klime Co., Enlght eking o n-
Tang & Co._ Tana_Jones & ,Oa.
Ta (o, Farry W' Tests
Kern, AL | '.«nﬁa .;ufh ‘Mnmhm
Marvha!l.Wells e e
man & On, May Feimars l“‘.n ﬂ“w
houn, Johneanm O, Monros Cri-nll
Word Goan Ca., Multnomsh 'rmk & m
Muntnal Creamery .
Nmmmu Reen,, Nikk-Merr 1
¥oon Bag Co., Norilweitern Tiard

Co
Oregon Caskat Ca , Orerem Oty W
Ore=on Wilers Measla henee, Oregon Th
Pacifie Coset Rlemiit Co,, Pacifie
Cn,, Pacific Cosst Avrup o, Pecifle Phan
M’mnhﬂwﬂnc o, Pnﬂ-- I‘nrlﬂn l“-’a.
Fenther WM
l‘nﬂ.lnui !"-m. "ﬂl&
Pnr&!;::! P‘In'r':‘!turn !lullm
An ™
Ca,, Rosenfsl] Smith On,

_""’ﬂﬁ Oo,

hb«-ﬁﬁ-

_Ine.,

un&
Rasmuean &
Ra« & Boﬂ'

WA
Mw m lmm & 51?. o,
Aimmons mun. Mapufarturing

ft & Co
mnhum Hu Ca., g “‘r%
|m Ca. Utmu Gam

ufacturing Co.
Valealine Ofl Do, -
wwuhamﬂl Ca., o'nﬂall#- Kerr
aterproof Garment Co,, Welnetoin
5 Weinsiein, Webster Mamafusturing .a.
Const Specislty Co.
Zan Broa, w Paper Oa.

A New Jersey man s tha AT
an undetachable umhrella r‘ln for
ing the ends of tha ribs of &
brella and be engraved with th.- DY
name.
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