CONGRATULATIONS AND FLOWERS FOR GOVERNOR COX

Debt Is Wiped Out

Amity, Or., July 13.—The new §14-

AVID LAWRENCE

By David Lawrente
(Copyrighted, 1020)

Chicago, July 13.—Many things|

may happen twixt now and election
dsy. But if the pelis in the presi-
dential contest wers to be closed
tomeorrew, certain other things
would sursly happen, such as, for
instance, tha election of Warren G.
‘Harding, Republican, as president of
. the Uniter” States.
But If the third party movement de-
lops even the minimum strength ex-
;:-ud of it, namely, the carrying of
Minpesota, Wisconsili and North Da-
kota, Governor James Cox of Ohilo,
Demoorat, may be the happy beneficiary
and prepident of the Inited States.
Hewever insignificant the third party
may appear to Eastern eyes, and how-
evar much |t may be dérided as social-
istic, ultra radical and Hearst made,
the fact 48 It does menace Repub
victory more than It does Democratic
victory, for the Democrats who nomin-
aAted Cox of Ohio deliberately forfeited
the West and chose to make thelr batile
ground in the East
COMPILES TABLE
After canvassing numerous delegates
at Chicago and 8San Francisco, asking
them not to attempt to say definitely
how their states were going, but merely
what they believed their own chance to
be, the writer deduced from both Dem-
peratic and Republican opinlon, 4 table
In which the electoral vote would seem
to ba tending In a direction something
like this:
Hard|
ing

vso|Wisconsin .. ..
v« « | Lowisians "

«ss|Novada ..., ,
13N Hampahtre. . . .
10| New Jemsey. ,
. .Ih’t‘v Mexien. .
45| North Thkota.
- e | Oklahoma |
« « « | Pannaylvania . .
BiS. Camlina.. 9
BiTennessee ., 10 .o
5 Utah b 4
vo Virginia ... . 12 ..
4{W. Virginia.. .. B
TIWyoming ,.. .. 3
i TR IR AT et L. - 2
Necessary to elect gt ¢4

In compiling the foregoing tabls no
_srfort was made to consider any of the
socalled doubtful states as certainties,

Governor James M. Cox of Ohio, Democratic nominee for president, photographed in his office at Dayton,

Ohio, reading some of the many telegrams of congratulation which

poured in. Many sent flowers

but Ohis, Indiana, Missouri, Kentueky,
New Jersew, California and Montana
were placed In the Democratic column
because Governor Cox would, if the elec-

tion were held tomorrow, be apt to have
betler than an even chance of carrying
these states, either begause of his wet
inclinations or, as in. Ohlo, because of
hia record as governor.

Similarly, New York and the New Eng-
land states, as well as Illinols and the
majority of the Western states, are
placed for the moment in the Republican

column because Senator Harding would
appear to have better than an even
chance of carrying them. either be-
cause of his tendency to derive support
from the dry side of the argument in the
Western states or the accumulated re-
sentment against the Wilson adminis-
tration which ju Eastern states seems
to be the paramount reason for wanting
a change from Democratic to Repub-
lican rule.

WEST WANTS “DRY™

New York state has just such a pent-
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up feeling, whiist the Tammany stamp
on the Democratic presidential nominee
will allenate thousands of women voters
who dislike Tammahy not merely for
its own record in politics, but because
of its alleged affinity with th# liquor
interests,

Even so, there is no question but that
even supporters of MeAdoo belleve Cox
will make a better run In Neéw York
than McAdoo could have done, though
in the same breath they contend no
Democrat can carry New York this
year and that McAdoo would have swapt
the West

Those who nominated Cox privately
confirm the impression that a wet can-
didate can hope for little out in the
West and must make  his fight in the
Eastern states.

ADVANTAGE VERY BLIGHT

Even assuming that the prestige of
Cox will overfilow the borders of Ohlo
inte Indiana and corral the labor vote
there and the wet vote, and following
which the org=snization of Tom Taggart,
candid&te for United States senator, can
mobilize the tickst thls year, few Demo-
crats etitertain the slightest idea that
& Democratic candidate could carry
Ilinois. B0, with Cox splitting the East
and deriving little success from the
West, the table above gives a generous
scattering of states east of the Mis-
sissippl to the Ohio governor, which,
together with California and Montana
and the solid South, would not be suf-
ficlent to elect him, but would put Hard-
ing in the White House. .,

But OGovernor Cox's chanees to be
president of the United States are, nev-
ertheless, even, for a change In only one
or twe states in the foregoing table
would put him above 266 and bring
Harding below the majority line.
THIRD PARTY'S EFFECT

Suppesing, for example, the third
party nominates La Follette, or anybgdy
elge ploasing to the Non-partisan Jeague,
the chances are better than even that
they will split the Republican vote,
which is the largest in the Northwest.
And then the normal Demecratic vote
would probably exceed either half of
the Republican strength, thus giving
Minnesota or North Dakota or Wiscon-
sin to Cox.

If Cox won Wisconsin, his total would
be 267, and if he won only Minnesota,
he would have 263, either of which totals
would elect him president.

On the other hand, should the candi-

date of the third ticket carry Minne- |
sota, Wisconein and North Dakota, It |

would mean a total of 30 electoral votes
and the résult misht be to give nelther

Cox nor Harding a majority, and throwj -
the whole thing inte the house of rep- |

resentatives for decislon. Unquestion-

ably, as things stand today, the con- |

tast i8 a close one and the third party

movement, while insignificant In ‘its '

effect upon the Eastern or Middle West.-
ern states, has potentialities for harm

te the Rapublican presidential ticket in'

Wisconsin, North Dakota and Minne-
sOtA,

FPROHIBITION BIG ISSUE

All the calculations are based on the |
assumption that Cox favors light wines |

and beer for home use only, as proposed
by Tammany and the states which die-
tated the nomination of Cox. This Ia
an assumption which, in the absence of
refutation from Cox himeself, will be of
further use to party workers eager to
corral the largest wet vota possible.
Should Cox steer clear of the prohibi-
tion question and suddenly take the
same position as Harding on It, there
will be nothing especially to commend
him to the voters of New Jersey or
Indiana or Maryland, where the inelina-

| tion is Republican, all other things be-

ing equal. - .

Governor Cox's chances of winning
the hig KEasiern states rest entirely
upon his views on prohibition, which,
despite the omission of any apecial
plank thereon from either the Republi-
can or Democratic platforms, is likely
to be more discussed byrthe voters than
anything in the platforms. It is the
biggest vols getting or vote losing Issue
in the campaign.
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Oregon’s Transportation
Facilities :
The industrial and commercial development of ‘Oregon
ie dependent upon adequata transportation facilitien And

Oregon ls fortunate in having waterways and valleys that
give natural pathways for steam and electric lines.

An ever-increaring number of ocean-going vessele are
entering Oregon's ports, the navigability of the Cglumbia
and Willamette giving water transportation to over 100
miles of the interior of the slats.

Railway mileage, according to thes Iatest statistics,
shows:

Electric Unes ...
vesassnsnnssaness 5749 miles

This total averages but 3.21 miles of trackage per 100
square miles of territery. :

These steam lines inciude the only water level sntrance
to the Pacific Ocean that cuts through the various moun-
tain ranges stretching from the Canadian line to Los
Angeles. This line has its termini at Portland and
Astoria, and gives a big advantage ‘o these two eities ip
the long haul of freight.-by the fact that the rise In
altitude from Portland east to Spokans averages only 5.34
feet pér mile over the entire distance of 370 miles. Freight
from the east practically coasts from the Inland Empire to
the Sea. ~

The enormous [ncrease in manufacturing and agrieyl-
tural activities of Oregon, along with the large increase In
exports and imports during the past two years, has taxed
the present trangportation facilities until immediate need
for improvement ls evident.

Important work has already been begun in the central
section of the state, where a réctangle more than 200 miles
square is almost entirely without railroad facilities at
present. The proposed Orégon, California and BEastern
Railroad (famillarly known as the “Btrahorn Project™)
is designed to open this vast and rich territory by pushing
south from Bend in the shape of an inverted “Y.,” connect-
ing with the Southern Pacific at Klamath ¥alls and with
the Nevada, California and Oregon Rsilway at Lakeview.
It is also proposed to build this line east from Bend
through Burns and Crane, conmecting with the Unilen
Pacific at the latter point.

During the Great War practically all rgilroad construc-
tion work was halted, the increased mjleage In Oregon
during 1919 amounting to enly £§1.9 miles, while the In-
creasa for 1918 amounted to only 594 milaa—the lowsst
since the Civil War,

With the return of normal peace conditions, the great

" railroads will keep pacé Wwith the other development of

the country. As Oregon s served by four t railway
systems, an expansion in our transportation ities may
be expected in the futupe which will have a great bearing
on the development of unopened territory, and

prove vital t6 the industrial and commercial

growth of the state,
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