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Did She Get Well Cheated?
Did She Get a Big. Bargain?
Are They Really , Oriental Pearls?
Are They Really Worth Only $5,000?

---T- Ii3 Court Must Pscide
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EARLS are declared by experts to beB the most beautiful and valuable gems
in the world, not excepting dia-

monds. For this reason It 1 the dream
jot nearly every woman of, worldly ambi-
tion to be the owner of a necklace of real
perfect nearls. '

That was--a dream that lurked in the
bosom of Madame Emmy Destlnn, the
noted opera singer, back in 1914, when .

her purse was heavy with the proceeds of
her stage triumphs ! '

j

She confided he desires to Edward
ger, a New York Jeweler. He told her
that he had in ' bis lender care a per--:
feet nrarvel of a, pearl necklace in two
strands of sixty and seventy pearls each,
the largest gem attaining a size of a hun-
dred grains, which is quite extraordinary.

They were lustrous rich, delicate, fasci-
nating pearls.' Madame asked the price
and the Jeweler informed her it was J27,-00- 0,

and , a great bargain at that. She .

says he told her their real value would be
nearer 1 40,000. She was rather startled
by the price, but she looked, at the pearls
Again and again and heard about their high
virtues and found their lure too strong for
her. ' '

, ;

She bought them without- - any further
expert advice.1' Artists have the reputation
of acting in a temperamental and impul-
sive way like that. ; s

, And now after six years Madame Destlnn
has brought suit through her attorney.
Joseph J. Myers, of No. 505 Fifth' avenue,
against the Jeweler. She asserts thai her
precious : pearls are only ,' "fresh t water
pearls." and not "Oriental pearls," as she
alleges Berger represented them to. be,
and that they are not worth more .than
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" ' - , . . Madame . Emmy Destinn, -

;-- .' 4 2 Showing the Double Row :
- ' ' J ;".: K "of Pearls. Which She Paid' $27,000 for aid Is Now- -

' ri , .
?

- Told Are Not Worth More

about $5,000, instead of 127.000 to f10.000.. pree ,a slze. Urg9 pear,3 are rarer
"

? She therefore, asks foras he represented. more valuable than diamonds of similarrghSXlZ1' for hW side Pr'lSSTTie'the Suit, said- - This t$

no matter how perfect its
form or beautiful. Its color. .

This lustre is due to the
structural arrangement of the
surface v as: well : as to, the ;

Quality of the material. " The
'nacreous material forming
true pearls; 'and likewise
mother-of-pear- l, Is commonly

: deposited
. In irregular tenu--

ous layers, very thin and
very small In area compared
wjjth the surface of the pearL
These laminae overlap one

' another, the surfaces are mi-
croscopically crumpled and
corrugated and the edges fform serrated outlines. '

"The greater the angle whicn
the ; laminae form with the
surface, the, closer will be
these serrated outlines, and
where the plane of the ex-

terior lamina la parallel with
the plane of the surface the
lines are not present This
arrangement ' ; causes the
waves of 'light, to be : reflect-
ed . from different levels on
the surface, Jnst as in a soap -

bubble, ,;' andy the minute
prisms' split the rays op into .

their colored constituents pro- -'

ducing the chromatic or iri-
descent effect."

The surface or a fine pearl reflects the
tint of the wearer's skin.

The value of a pearl depends on a com
blnation of sise, lustre, perfection of skin,
shape and other qualities. Its value per
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An ? 'Oriental pearl"
Is one found in the
true pearl oysters called
the "Margarltlferae,"
which deposit a rery
lustrous- - mother-of-pea- rl

on the Inside of
thir shells. Fine Ori-

ental pearls have been
found in American
waters, and some of the,
finest worn at the
Spanish court in earlier
centuries came from
Venezuela. The ma-

jority of Oriental pearls,
however, are found In
ihe vast stretch of Asi-

atic , waters running
from the Persian Gulf
eastward to the Straits
of Malacca. Pearl fish-

eries in these waters
have been worked for
more than two thousand
years.

"Fresh water pearls",
are those found in fresh And This Iswater and produced by Divirig-- Outfitvarious species of Mississippi
shellfish scientifically

; Wateras ; "Unlonidae." com
monly calledlver mus-
sels or clams. ,In recent
years the Mississippi, Arkansas, Miami
and other Western rivers have been the
great source of these pearls.

"American fresh, water pearls," says Dr.
Kuns, "have had. many prejudices to over-
come, often because of the natural Indif
ference in regard to anything that is found
at home or Is easily obtainable. It has

L3 compari.s.on orelgpearls hadthey specific gravity; that
hey were not so hard, and that their

lustre was not as good. It is certain, how
ever, that the skin Is generally smooth,
and although-the- y may not have so pecu-
liar an orient, their brilliancy equals that
of any known nearlsi Sometimes thev are
translucent and either pink or of a faintly

l"quently thir hue is whie, rose, pale yel--
" or po capper, aeepening to copper,

red, until they resemble the most Intense
and hiehly polished copper button

About 90 per cent of all pearls are Ori-
ental, while about g per cent are of thefresh water variety, v ::; v - ;

Formerly fresh water vearli wara mv.
cried at about half the value of the Orien--
tai kind, but the former have been rising ,
in value and estimation, and Tir. tc
cites an American fresh water pearl weigh-
ing 44 grains, held at a valuation of over
$6,000.

. Examination has proved that fresh water
Hon as Oriental pearls. : ; , .

Few but experts can Judge the value ofa pearl, or even decide it it is genuine. . To

This U the Pretty Scene of Oriental Pearl Diving Whict
Madame Emmy Destlnn Loved to Thinks

About as She Fondled Her Pearls.

the Common. Unpoetic, Uninteresting Pearl
Which Scoops Up Mussels from the Muddy
River -- the Kind of Common Fresh

Pearls, Which She Is ToM the Neck-
lace Is Made Up Of

.r. mn.tir fbrlr-tior- ts . 1 never said thev
were Oriental pearls. They are remark-
ably beautiful 'pearls and of extraordinary
size. Madame Destlnn got a food bargain

much more than, she paid for. If they
were all she expects them to he If they
were the finest pearls ever Vnown they
would be worth $500,000, perhaps $1,000.-00- 0.

j -

"She never, paid me $27,000, hut gave
me some diamonds, an automobile and s
promise to pay In Instalments, some of
which she has never met." - 1

We ate therefore promised a lawsuit in
whlclrthe whole romance of pearls, their
lure and their mystery; and the expert
methods of Judging and valuing them will
be made public

The manner in which Madame Destlnn
became disillusioned with her pearls was
quite romantic After buying them she
wore them proudly during her season in
New York and her tours of the country.
Ia the Summer of 1915 she went to Bo-

hemia, her native land, where she has a
castle and estate. There. - to her great
distress, she was. held a prisoner by the
Austrian Government as a possible enemy.

She was not allowed to leave until last
year, and then passed on to London. While
there she says she visited the most noted
Jeweler and pearl expert in the city, and
finding him very interesting said:

T have a wonderful Oriental pearl neck-
lace. It is worth $40,000. I suppose you
would be willing to lend me $20,000 on it."

The expert said he would like to see the
pearls. He examined them long and care-
fully and then said : s

"These are not Oriental pearls, Madame,
they are only fresh-wate- r, pearls. They
are not worth anything like $20,000;t :

MadamS Destlnn was stunned by the
revelation, i Everybody understands that
Oriental pearls are the desirable kind. All
the lure And charm of pearls, their asso-
ciation with ancient romances and trage-
dies, with gem-bedeck- ed tyrants and beau-
tiful sultanas, are inseparably connected
with their i Oriental origin. Fresh-wate- r
pearls, being largely obtained from the
Mississippi Kiver and Its tributaries, do
not appear to have the same prestige. :

On her return, to New York, Madame
Destlnn says, she found the London Jew--'

tier's opinion confirmed by American ex-
perts and so she began her suit, -

Wherein lies the beauty of a pearl?
What givei a fine specimen its enormous
value?-- What is the difference between an
Orientarj?earl and a fresh-wate- r pearl?
Can a person not an expert distinguish
wrtinvcu v.. yvMiB nutbu( d.j. . . .mwr i A w n afa apiece, ua real ones worm o,uuur

fir. George P. Kuns. the noted American
expert on gems,. whom Madame Destlnn
says she win call as an expert, answers
most of these questions in his remarkable
work, "The Book of the Pearl." For in-
stance, concerning the, first question, he
writes: - " ',

. "The distinctive characteristic, the great
beauty of a true pearl, is Its lustre or
orient," which - Is e subdued iridescence.
rather than the glittering brilliance of the
diamond; and unless the shelly growth be
lustrous it does not rank as a gem pearl.

misfortune, furnishes a wonderful lessov
upon the uses of-pai- n and adversity by.

- converting Its affliction 'Into a nrecious
gem. Symbolical of all that is pure and
beautiful.' : ,

By their animal origin pearls are en
tirely different in nature from all other
gems. .

. Many romantic legends are current
about the history of pearls, their death and
decay, how some persons exert eybaneful
tnfluence on the gems, : while others en-

hance their ; brilliancy. Upon this point
' the gem.expert makes this admission:

"Occasionally they are affected by the
wearer having exudations from the skin
Induced by some disease, or else by acids.

. which pass out through the pores with the
perspiration. , A smoky atmosphere, in

- which a sulphuric acid is present owing
to sulphur in the coal, violent usage, such

.' as knocking severely or dropping, all of
t Am a in f ma r 1 1 1 anaa ww Aa a a a m Ivk- -lUC or iu viuiv vv in vauov tuvio ui iB su- -

jury to a pearl, especially to the whiter
rarietjes."

What are the qualities of a perfect pearl
that Madame Destinn should have looked

."for before making her purchase? They are
) defined as follows: . :

- TJrst, It should be perfectly round, pear-shape- d,

drop-sLape- d, egg-shape- d or button
shaped, and as even in form as though it
were turned on a lathe. It must have a

-- perfectly clear skin and a decided tint or
color, whether white, pink, creamy, gray.
brown or black. If white, st not
have a cloud or blur or haze, nor should
the Skin' have the slightest appearance of

. being opaque .or, dead. It must be abao- -

spots, flaws, indentations, shadowy reflee
.tlons or blemishes of any kind. It must
possess the peculiar lustre or orient char--,

acteristic of the gem. . The skin must b
unbroken 'and not show any evidence of
having been polished.'

When this Interesting lawsuit comes to
trial we shall learn. from experts whether
Madame Destinn's pearls possessed these

V- - Qualities' and a great many other import-- f
ant facts on this fascinating subject.
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the average woman the chief value of a
genuine pearl necklace Is the sense and
.satisfaction of possession.

There are several things that are es
sential in pearl-buying- ." says the expert.
"And one of the most Important of these
is that the light 'In which the pearls are
selected shall o absolutely pure daylight,

; with no reflecUohs from the side or from
love that can enhance or detract from

me coior or ine peari. . t
1 "In absolutely: pure daylight It Is pos-
sible to see the exact tint or color of the
pearls;-tha- t is, whether each is really a
pure white with a tinge of pink or an
orient tending to cream-whit-e, or whether
rt is more or less Unted with what is con- -

.idered to be a crude or red color In a
peart. -

"Besides this, in a pure light it is possi-
ble to see whether .the - pearl Is brilliant,
and to estimate the. exact degree' of its

brilliancy; whether there 'are any cracks,
scratches or mars on the surface; ' and,
lastly, whether the form 4s regular."

Pearls appear to have increased bill--'

liancy by artificial light, and the presence
ot a great mas3 of them heightens ? the
misleading Impression. If all the royalties
of Europe or the millionaires of New York
were to wear all their pearls at once to a
lighted hall they Would appear, the expert
tells us, to have a quality., they never
possessed. . '

How does the pearl originate? The oys--
ier ana auiea species nave the power of

tO 1920, Intcreatloatl retntis Srrlc, Ibo.

This Is a Pirturesqire Oriental Pearl Diver Opening thePearl Oysters ia Search of a Priceless Pearl This Is theSort ;of Thmg Madame Destinn Enjoyed Contem-plating as She Toyed With Her Precious Necklace.
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regards all these ai possible causes cfpearls, and concludes poetically;
"The pearl is not -- a product of health

associated with undisturbed conditions,
but results from a derangement in the nor-
mal state of the mollusk. Unable to resist,to rid Itself of the opposing evil, it exer-
cises the powers given to it by a beneficentCreator and converts' the nain Into Drfe- -
uon, tne gnei mte glory Oa of thm
lowest of earth's creatures, suffering s

"' :

taking up carbonate of calcium from the
Jter and converting it Into a shell. The
inner surface ts lined with a perfectly

mourn, lustrous material called "naere,'"r mother-of-pear- l; to protect the body,
The oyster deposits nacre upon any

substance that irritates its body and thus
Produces a peart. The cause of Irritationmay be a tiny parasite called & fluke in--

the hell, a bit of sand or mad or
. " , "1"1.011 ol via ussue. Dr. Knns

Cfett BrfUla alfiHU KMr?4.


