Did She Get Well Cheated?

Did She Get a Big Bargain?

Are Théy Really Oriental Pearls?

Are They Really Worth Only $5,0007
--=The Court Must Decide

are by experts to b8 no matter how perfeet Its
the most
in the world,

1 and valuable gemas form or beautiful its color.
not excepting dis “This lustre is due to the
monds. For this reason it is the dream structural arrangement of the
of nearly every woman of worldly ambl- surface ss well as to the
tion to be the owner of a necklace of real guality of the material, The
perfect .pearis, . ‘nacreous material forming
That was-a dream that lurked in the true pearls, and lkewiss
bosom of Madame Emmy Destinn, the motherof-peari, is commonly
noted opera singer, back in 1914, when deposited in f{rregular temu-
her purse was heavy with the proceeds of ous layers, very thin and
her stage triumphs. very small in area compared’
She confided her desires to Edward Ber- with the surface of the pearl
ger, a New York jJeweler. He told her These laminae overlap one
that he had in his dender care a per- "snother, the surfaces are mi-
fect mfirvel of s pearl necklace In two ecroscopleally crumpled and
strands of sixty and seventy pearls each, corrugated and the edges
the largest gem attaining a size of & hun- form serrated outlines. {
dred grains, which is quite exirsordinary. “The greater the angle which .
They were lustrous, rich, delicate, fascl- the laminaes form with the
nating pearis. Madame asked the price gsurface, the closer will be
and the jeweler Informed her it was $27,- thess serrated outlines, and
000, and a great bargain at that. She where the plane of the ex-
says he told her their real value would be terior lamina is parallel with
nearer $40,000. She was rather startled the plame of the surface the
by the price, but she looked at the pearls  }ines are not present. This
again and again and heard about thelr high arrangemént causes the
virtues and found thelr lure too strong for -waves of light to be reflect
her. ed from different levels on
Bhe bought them without any further the surface, just as in a soap
expert advice. Artists have the reputation ' bgbble,’ and, the minute
of acting in a temperamental and impul- prisms split the rays up into
give way like that. their colored constituents pro-
And now after six years Madame Destinn  gueing the chromatie or iri-
has brought suit through her attorney, descent effect.™
Joseph J. Myers, of No. 506 Fifth avenue, The surface finé
against the jeweler. She asserts that her tint of the wanr‘::': ';ll:. PUNE SPMACES e
precious pearls are only “fresh water The value of a pear] depends on & com-
e et st dhebs o, Motion o8 s, e yecsihicn of e
nnd“t;lt they are met worth more than '“f: ﬂ'::,d: ro ‘:mit:: Hpaing pot
; gra at an ine rat "
about $5,000, instead of §37,000 to $40,000, ., 406 in size. Large pu:l: man::'hs:l
:;oh:a::::"::‘;:::-uf‘;:o t"‘“t"“f“h for more valusble than diamonds of siniftar
L00. 3 : ize. A Hundred-grain ‘pedrl of pérfecy
; ¥ for nis side of :
m:‘:u ":':‘:l‘;_ when asked for hiv uide 9% quaiity should be worth $100,000. This 4§
‘“The satements made by the other side ::“t tmrmllllnlty“ ::: :;l“ of 3 diamond
are mostly fabrications. I never sald they 'An “Orientsl - ¢ same sisa
were Oriental pearls. They are remark- s to lpmthc
ably beautiful pearls and of extraordinary trn:n. - Hed
size. Madame Destinn got a food bargain the ’ ] ‘ tif oo
~—much more than she paid for. If they which - de '“'I .' 4
were all she expects them to be—if they fiotssnd mothu-of,-

were the finest pearls ever hey
_ pearl on the imside of
would bes worth $500,000, perhapa $1,000; their sholls. Piaé

000.
. ental pedrls have been
‘She néver pald me $27.000, but gave . o American

me somié diamonds, .an automobile and a8
waters, and some of the
promise to pay in instaiments, some of Nidat | Sl &b GG

which shé has never met.”
Spanish court in earlier
We atfe therefore promised a lawsuit in aatitumite 5

which the whole romance of pearls, their -
lure and their mystery;, and the expert ;’03:”::'3‘ r!ang‘pea::
methods of judging and valuing them will st iy Touns

be madé public. :

The manner in which Madame Destinn 31::'“:;::::“1' of ?‘“"
became disillusioned with her pearis was . ¢
quite romantic. After buying them she (rom the Persian Gul
wore them proudly during her season in pastward to the Straits
New York and her tou'u l:,' the cotuntnry. of Malacca., Pear] fish-
In the Bummer of 1916 she went to Bo- ... in (héese waters
bhemia, hér native land, where she has &
castle and estate. There, to her great Dave been werked for
distress, she was held a prisoner by the more than two thousand
Austriafi Gavernment as a possible aneﬁ'y. years.

She was not allowed to leave until t p "
year, and then pl;lad uln .;ottondon_ whtlol; um ;:::; lml:h .

h visit e most no
i g By g water and produced by
various speclieas of
shellfish  scientifically

And This

jeweler and pearl expert in the city, and
finding him very interesting sald:
“l have a wonderful Oriental pearl neek-

Iace. It is worth §40,000. 1 suppose you - =
would be willing to lend me $20,000 on it.* 88 Unionidas,” comr
The rt sald he would like to see the moaly ver mus

1s. e examined them long and care-
lly and then sald:

“Thesa are not Oriental pearls, Madams,
they are only fresh-water pearls. They
are not Worth anything like $20,000."

Madaiié Destinn was stunned by the “American fresh water pearls,” says Dr.
revelation. Everybody understands that
Oriental pearls are the desirable kind. All
the luré and charm of pearls, their asso-
ciation with ancient romances and trage-

gem-bedecked tyrants and beau-
tiful sultanas, are inseparably connscted

sels or clams. In recent
years the Mississippl,

with theéir Oriental Fresh-water pearls they had less. specific gravity; that
mmm from the rfhey were not so hard, and that their
ppi River and Its tributaries, do lustre was not as good. It is certain how-

not appear to have the same prestige,
On herf return to New York, Madame
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Water Pear
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Is the Common, Unpoetic, Unint
Diving Outfit Which Scoops Up Mussels from the Muddy
Mississippi River —the Kind of Gomamon Fresh
Is, Which She Is Told the Neck-

lace Is Made Up Of.

the average woman the chief value of a
genuine pearl neckiace is the sense and
satisfaction of possession. :

“There are several things that are es-
sential In pearl-buying~ says the expert.
“And one of the mest important of thése
is that the light 'in ich the pearls are
selected shall & absplutely pure daylight,

_ with no reflections from the saide or from

above that can emhance or detract from

tha color of the pearl
“In absclutély pure daylight # is pos-
elble to see the exaét tint or color of the
s
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nd  the exmct degree of
brillianey; whether there are any cracki,
By, whother the Iosia is aguiars

have increased ~ taking up carbomate
. iy m»a%n
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Pearl

Madame Emmy Destinn,
. _Showing the Double Row
s of Pesrls, Which She Paid *
$27,000 for and Is Now
Told Are Not Worth More

"‘ Than About $5,000.
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This Is the Pr
Mulam:l“,
_Ab‘outu‘

v -
all these as causes
M&ﬂlohr:? : -
“The pearl - of health
associated

Scene of Oriental Pgarl

Destinn Loved to m
e Fondled Her Pearls.

“  misfortune, furnishes a wonderful lessoL
upon the uses of pain and adversity by
converting Iits affliction into a precions
gem, symbolical of all that is pure and
beautiful.” 3

By thelr animal oi-i.in pearls are ens -
tirely different in nature from all other

gems,
Many romantic legends are current
. mbout-the history of pearls, their death and
decay, how some persons exert s baneful
influence on the gems, while others en-
hance their brilllanty. TUpon this poink
the gem expert makes this admission:
“Occasionally they are affected by the
wearer having exudations from the skin

perspiration. A smoky atmosphere, in -

which & sulphurle acid is -present owing
to sulphur in the coal, viclent usage. such
as knocking severely or dropping, all of
these in fime will cause more of less In-
jury to s pearl, especlally to the whiler

What are the qualities of a perfect pearl
that Madame Destinn should have looked
‘for before making her purchase? They are

: d% ﬂlon'l'l.: s perfectly round

< be . pears

shaped, drop-staped, egg-shaped ogm
and &8 even in form as though it
turned on 4 lathe. It miust have &
clear skin and a declded tint or
whether white, pink, creamy, gray.
It white, it must
or & blur or haze, nor should
have the slightest appearance of
.dead. It must be abso-
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