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SCENES AT FATAL WRECK ON

S. P. ELECTRIC NEAR BERTHA

&

ENGINEER 1L

ONTRIP SAYS
TRAIN MATE

Silas K. Willett Complained of
Being Sick, but Said He Felt
He Could Manage Train With-
out Trouble, Says Conductor.

Killed at his post of duty where,
in spite of {llness that came upon
him before he staretd the day's
work, Silas K! Willett, veteran en-
gineer, carries to his grave the se-

tdeath of eight passengers one half
mile east of Bertha station at 10:25 |
o'clock Sunday morning..

Willett, according to the statement of
his seriously Injured conductor, Austin

have held his train &t Bertha to permit
an outbound electric to pass and would
have prevented the killing of eight per-
sons and the injury of 756 others.

From his bed pf paln at Good Samari-
tan hospital Conductor Pharis today
said :

GAYE ORDERS TO ENGINEER

“1 handed Willett the orders to stop
at Bertha to wait for the other train,™
he said. "“The rules of the interstate

this before the train can proeeed. He
complained to me then that he was not
feeling well, but believed he could man-
age to make the trip without difficulty.

‘“We started and later 1 went forward,
Willett repeating that he was not well.

“When we passed Bertha I was in the
second car., 1 started to run forward
to find out why Willett did not stop
according to orders and got half way
through the front car when the crash
came. That s all I remember, I did
give him the orders at Reedville.”

Sheer fallure to obey writign ordors
was responsible for the Southern Pa-
cific train wreck, A. T. Mercier, super-
intendent in Oregon, sald Sunday, in ia-
suing the following statement:

“Engineer Silas K. Willett, in charge
of inbound train 124, and Engineer Dick
Bland, In charge of outbound train 107
from Portland, had train orders to meet
at Bertha station. Traln number 124
wa$ to. bold the main line and train 107
was to take siding.

“The  train out of Pgrtiand had right
of wiiy to Bertha, It is perfecily obvious,
theréfore, that train 124, under charge of
Engineer' Willett, ran by the mesting
place.

Above—View of wreck,
with curve and hillside
which hid approaching
trains indicated at right.
Next below — Close-up of
wreck showing removal of
victims and process of
identification. Next—View
of front cars of both trains
soon after crash. At right—
Trainmen's effects saved
from wreckage. Below—
view of wreckage showing
car partially supported by
splintered telephone pole.

“1 .cannot -absolutely fix the blime
until the official Inguiry is concluded.
ILLNESS HELD UNREASONABLE

Belief that Engineer Willett may have
been 11l and Jost control of his train
i= unreasgnable, rallway men agree.
Every electric car is equipped with the
“dead man's control,” and as long as|
the engineer grips that control, his train

“dead man's control” automatically and|
immediately disconnects the power and
appiles the air brakes.

An attack of heart fallure or paralysis |
would have forced Willett to release
a flrm grip on that control, which is
designed to make the mechanism of
slectric cars absolutely reliable, and the
train would have stopped automatically.

Superintendent Mercier showed the
train orders, copies of which were in the
possession of all trainmen. These orders
covered the entlire run. The =specifie
paragraph which has reference to the
section of the track where the wreck oc-
curred reads as follows:

*Train No. 107 to take siding and meet
train No. 124 at Bertha station.”

It bears the signatures of the two con-
ductors, A. Pharis and O. 0. Johnson.

FULL PRESSURE SHOWN

After the wreck a test . was made of
each car, under the direction of Fred G.
Buchtel, chairman of the public serviee
commission, and Fred A. Rasch, exam-
iner and engineer for the commission.

Rasch arrived’'on the rallef train, which
came about two hours after the accident,

Four hours after the wreck happened,

pressure.

Points on the ralls where the brakes
were applled were measured, and the
wheels examined carefully.

The wheela of both cars showed deeply
burned marks where the brakes had been
applied.

The official inquiry of the public serv-
ice commission and the Southern Paci-
fic rallroad will be held at § o'clock Tues-
day morning, sccording to an announce+
ment by officials. .

Coroner Earl Smith will hold an in-
guest Tuesday night at 8:30 o'clock at
the courthouse.

TRANSPORT WITH

Washington, May 10.—(I. N. 8.)—
The army transport Northern Paci-
fic, with General Pershing on board,
ran aground at the entrance of the
harbor of S8an Juan, Porto Rico, the

afternoon. The vessel i{s not re-
ported to be in immediate danger.

Police Search Hill
All Night for Girl

Police hunted and searched the Kely
Butte hill the greater part of the night
for Miss May Engeistad, 20, who Jeft
ber home at 511 Cilay stregt Sunday to
pick flowers. At daylight the police
gave up the search and advised the
parents to get In tooch with her friends,
About 9 a! m. the police were informed
t.hu Miss Englestad had appeared at

her working place. Nothing was learned
as to where she spent .the night.

cret of the collision of two South- |
ern Pacific electric trains and the |

Pharis, had read the orders that should |

commerce commission require me to dul

will proceed. When the grip Is relaxed, |
intentionally or through accident. the|

both cars showed practically rfull air|

PERSHING AGROUND!

war department announced this|

DEAD AND INJURED

THE DEAD
Mrs. Grace G. Arundell and son,
Robert G. Arundell, wife and son of
C. R. Arundell, special agent Unit-
ed States land office, 6168 Postoffice
bullding.
#. F. Peebler, enginecer for South-
ern Pacific, riding as passenger, 304
Mrs. C. A. Crooks, Hillsdale,
Fleurot Dosch Josselyn, aged 6,
|sm North Twenty-third street.
Newton Hoover, employe of 8. P.,
Beaverton. &
Silas K. Willett, 868 East Kelly
street, engineer of incoming train.
Miss Ina L. Hatch, Hillsdale.
MAY DIE

Clarence R. Smith, 393 Eugene
street, brakeman No. 107. In semil-
conscions condition. Fractured skull,

shoulder.
SERIOUSLY INJURED

Miss Camille Dosch, Hillsdale,
| compound fracture of left leg,

ture of right leg, bruised chest and
| back and fractured collar bone, 3
| deep scalp wounds; condition critical.

Clarence R{ Smith, 293 Eugene
| styeet, brakeman No. 107, possibly
fractured skull, badly Ilacerated
head; condition critical.

Florence Hatch, Hillsdale, frac-
tured left leg, badly shocked; uncon-
scious.

Mrs. Charles Allen, Beaverton,
head and back bruised, possibly rib
fracture, badly shocked.

Homer Allen, 10, Beaverton, pos-
Ialhly fractured skull, fractured left

rm, badly shocked. ;

Mrs. Emma Johnson, Aloha.

Mrs. §. H. Spraner, Beaverton,
| teeth knocked out; Austin Pharis,
 Beaverton, cut head - and  chest,

(Continued on Page Two, Column Five)

BRAKEMAN 1S IN
SERIOUS CONDITION

In a eritical condition at Good Sa-
maritan hospital, Clarence R. Smith,
893 Eugene street, a brnl_saman.'my
be the ninth victim in the toll of
dead from the head-on eollisign.

Smith s sufféring from a fractured
skull, possible Internal injuries and a
badly lacerated body,

Six persons who suffered severe in-
juriea are at Good
and 69 others, with: -of
natures, are at “hospitals of at _ their
homes., :

Miss Camille Dosch, soclety editor of
the Oregonian, who wss among the
most serlously injured, showed no
change in condition late this afternoon.

A tangled mass of steel, glass and
wood is all that remains to tsall the story
of the most serious railroad agcident in
Oregon's recent history.

Traveling at high rates of speed, the
two red car electric trains—one an out-
bound Cervallis passenger, No. 107, and
the other an inbound Forest Grove local,
No. 124—collided with terrific impact
just after the outhbound train had round-
ed a sweepling curve around a high bluff
immediately east of Bertha station.

With orders to meet on the double
track at Bertha at 10:22 . m., Silas K.
| Willett, engineer on the inbound train,
| apparently disregarded, unintentionally,

(Conecluded on Page Two, Column One)

Two Members of
Wood Camp Gang

Salem, May 10.—Al Meaders and W. I.
Jenkins, trusties, employed at the state
prison wood camp near Aumsville, es-
| caped Sunday night. Meaders was sent
up from Umatilla county in 1914 for for-
gery, and in 1918 conditionally pardoned.
He was recommitted October 28, 1019, for
violation of his pardon, being Implicated
in the robbery of a store at Astoria.

Jenkins was sent up from Union coun-
ty last January for forgery.

Commenting. on the escapes this
morning, Warden Compton said that
there would be no change in the policy
of the prison with reference to the man-
agement of the wood camp. The contract
under which the camp is being operated
was entered into several years ago, he
said, and delays necessitate malintenance
of the camp. The employment of gun
guards at the camp is held impractical
Only the best risks are selected for work
in the camp. Four men have attempted
to escape from the camp since its insti-
| tutédn last November, and of these one
lwu returned within two days.

Inquiry Aimed at
West Point System

Washington, May 10.—(I. N. 8.)—An
investigation of the educational system
at West Point academy by ths houss
military affairs commitiee is provided
in a resolution introduced in the house
today by Representative Britten of
| Illinois. Dr. Charles W. Eliot, president
emeritus of Harvard, recently criticised
the West Point system and declared
that West Point gradustes were ineffi-

‘| cient as proved by their performances

jn the recent war.

Lodge to Preside at
Chicago Convention

Chicago, May 10.—(U, P.)—Sensator
Henry Cabot Lodge will deliver the key-
note address at the Republican national
convention here in June. » The leader of
the treaty reservations fight was se-
lected temporary chairman of the con-
vention today by the committee on ar-
| rangements.

possible intermal -injuries, lacerated |

-iten  haospital
vidrious

Of Prison Escape

CARRANZA 1§
REPORTED AS
ASSASSINATED

Former President of Mexico and
His Son-in-Law Said to Have
Been Murdered by Supposedly
Loyal Members of Bodyguard.

Houston, Texas, May 10.~—(I. N.
B.)=Tampico is in the hands of the
Obregon forces.

Agua Prieta, Mexico, May 10.—(L
N. 8.)—President- YVenustiano Car-

frac- |ranza and his son-in-law, General

Candido Aguila, have been assassi-
nated, according to an unconfirmed
report reaching here over the mil-
itary telegraph from the capital at
Hermosillo., The massage
Carranza's picked bodyguard of sup-
posedly loyal men, under command
of General Aguilar, during the
night, declared for the revolution,
the double killing following imme-
diately thereafter.

STATE DEPARTMENT FRAMING
NEW POLICY FOR MEXICO

Washington, May 10.—(U. P.)—The |
stata department today was confronted |
with framing a new Mexican policy, fol-

ure of Mexico City by revolutionists,

Secretary Colby was first to take steps
to protect American interests in Mexico.

It is considered likely that President
Wilson may call a cabinet meeting thils
week to consider what course the United
States shall take.

This government, for the present, will
not accord recognition to any Mexican
faction which may attempt to take
charge of the faderal government, it is
understood.

DEVELOPMENT OF MEXICAN
OIL FIELDS HELD URGENT

Washington, May 10.—(I. N. 8.)—De-
velopment of the oll ihdustry in Mexico
and freedom of action for American oll
men in that country was advocated as
a, "national necessity for the United
Stated” today by former Secretary of the
Intgrior Franklin K, Lane, before the
senate sub-committee investizgating Mex-

the power of oil and has restricted Its
production In British territory to sub-

jects of Great Britain,” Lane told the
committea.

NEW MEXICAN REGIME GOING
FROM EL PASO TO CAPITAL

Officers to take charge of the naw

for Mexico City today.

General Antonio I. Villareal, military
chief of Nuevo Leon and Coahuila;
General Francisco B. . Serramo, chilef-of-
staff, and General Urbaleuo, Yagqul
chief, were among those departing.

Before fleeing Mexico City, General
Murguia committed wholesale slaughter
of political prisoners in Santiago mili-
tary prison, according to advices here.

3 MORE DESTROYERS AND
BATTLESHIP §ENT SOUTH

Washington, May 10.—(U. P.)—The
U. 8. battleship Oklahoma today was
orderad by Secretary of the Navy Dan-
fels to proceed from New York to Key
West for possible duty off Mexico.

three more destroyers had Jeft New York
harbor today for Key Wesl to augment
the naval forces belng held there for
possible dispatch to Mexico.

He also announced that the United
States crulser Dolphin, which was en-
route from New Orleans for Vera Crusz,
had been ordered to Tampico.

U. 8. Sacramento Arrives

Houston, Texas, May 10.—(U. P.}—
The U. 8. 8. Sacramento has arrived off
Tampico, & radiogram to an oil publica-
tion here declared today. The message
declareq Tampico had been captured by
revolutionists without fighting. The sit-
uation was reported gquiet.

Gonzales Occuples City -
Mexico City, May 8.—(Delayed.)—(U.
P.)—General Gonzal arrived In the
capital this afternoon when revolution-

ists occupled the city. There was perfect
order.

JAPANESE TROOPS
MOVE IS SEGREGY

London, May 10.—(I. N. B.)—
Three divisions of Japanese soldiers
in mufti (civilian dress) have left
Tokio for Manchuria, said a news
agency dispatch from Peking t’day.
quoting advices received in that city
from Harbin. The dispatch added
that shipments of arms are being
sent secretly from Japan dalilly.

Sentenced to Jail
For Stealing Wool

Harry Shulman, one of the six men
indicted for the theft of government-
‘owned wool- from the warehouse of
Theodors Bernheim & Co., Thirteenth
and Irving streets, last summer, Was
sentenced to six months in the county
jall by Judge Bean in federal court to-
day. Shulman entered a plea of gulilty
last week, as his trial was about to
commence. Harry Nudelman, who stood
trial, was convicted, two others being

states |

lowing overthrow of Carranza and seiz- |

ican affairs.” “England has long peen |

El Paso, Texas May 10—(U, P.)—

Mexican government began leaving here

Reiterates View

On Treaty, Local
Application Silly

Washington, May 10.— (WASBH-
INGTON BUREAU OF THE JOUR-
NAL.)—President Wilson's letter to
G. E. Hamakeéer at Portland was a
leading topic of comment today in
political circles, being considered as
| & reiteration,of views the president
has often expressed as to the policy
the Democratic party should pursue

in the coming cn.n‘pm.

Study of the president's lelter con-
vinces Democratic jeaders that its pur-
pose s to bring to notice once more as
delegates to the San Fran conven-
tion are elected, what he believes the
party should do.

No one heres knows Hamaker, outside
the Oregon colany, and It is understood
the president was entirely In the dark
as to Hamaker except as to His official
position as chairman of the Multnomah
central commitiee. The president's let-
ter is therefor/ T regarded as an expres-
gion of nationgj poliey, and has nothing
to do with th| Oregon political situa-
| tion, the presidént being unaware of the

factional figh* in which Hamaker Iis
engaged.
|  Senator Chamberlain had no statement
to make today.

It is understood that the fact that
the president's letter has a local setting
is merely incidental, the purpose being
to agaln present the president's views
to the country at-large.

Chamberlain's position in the treaty
fight, as iz well known to everyone here,
was In support of the treaty without
| reservations and, when that falled, to
"m:pport interpretive reserwations In-
| dorsed by the president. When these
| also failed he the view urged by
W. J. Bryan, that the treaty should be
ratified anyway, which was the posi-
tion occupied by Senator Walsh of Mon-
tana and other staunch friends of the
president when the final vote was taken.

LF.AGITF VITAL CAMPAIGN
ISSUE, DECLARES WILSON
(By United News)

Washington, 'May 10, —President Wil-
son wants the League of Nations, as he
brought it back from Paris, to be the
principal issue of the 1920 political cam-~
paigm.

He called on the Democratic party, pf
which he is the leader. at once to pro-
claim itself in favor of the Versallles

(Concluded on Page Thive, Calumn One)

LIFE SENTENGE 5
BLUEBEARD'S FATE

By W: Boyd Gatewood :

Los Angelus, May 10.—(I, N. 8.)—

“Bluebeard” Harvey, multi-wife

murderer and arch-criminal of- the

age, was sentenced today to serve
the rest of his life in prison.

The death penalty was not imposed
because of the previous pledge of Immu-
nity granted to “Bluebeard” as the price
for a full confession of his many crimes.

The murderer was sentenced for the
killing of  Nina Lee Deloney, whose
mummified body he disclosed in a lonely
grave at Coyote Wells, Cal,, several days
ago.

“Bluebeard” recelved the sentence
while seated. He was too weak o
stand. His face was as pals as death,
fingers intertwined and trembling In-
cessantly. His head was kept down

Secretary Daniels later announced that | during the entire sentence.

During the procedure previous to the
actual imposition of pentence it was
disclosed that *“Bluebeard” had econ-
fessed elght  “wife” murders in’ all
The names the three victims of the
arch-fiend which had not been revealed
heretlofore are:

Marie Ausiin of Calgary, Canada,
whom Harvey, alias Watson, beat to
death with & rock, burying the body
in Lake Cosur d'Alene, Idaho,

Eleanor Fraser of Calgary, drowned
in Spokane falls, Spokane, Wash.

Agnes Wilsgn of Alberta, Canada,
drowned in Lake Washington, Seattle.

-—— — —

Carl Wonner Falls
50 Feet in Gorge,

After falling over the precipica at the
head of Oneoita gorge 50 feet to the bot-
tom of the cahyon Sunday. Carl Wonner,
161 East Fliteenth street, is today re-
covering froni nothing more serious than
a scalp cut. -

Wonner, while on the weekly hike of
the Portland Social Turn Verein, had
ciimbed to the top of the falls, when he
missed his footing and plunged over the
elif?” 50 feet,’ landing safely In a deep
pool of water 'between two huge bm_n.ldcu.

G 0. P'?Oonvl romises
On Soldlers Bonus

Wuhinsloﬁ. May 10.—(I. N. B.)--
Chairman Fordney of the house ways
and means ctommittéee announced that
a compromis: ' among Republican mem-
bers had been reached on a soldler
bonus providing cash
honus for secvice men that did not go
abroad, and $1.26 per day for thoss
who went .overseas beyond 60 days’
service. : :

Vancoafer' Registrar
0f Lands Reappointed

Waahinmf ; May 10—(U. P.)—Pres-
jdent Wilson today sent the following
nominations 2o the senate: To be regis-
trars of land offices: Joseph Okar Hel-
ena, Mont intment), and Henry
Alexander

Wilson’s Letter|

But;Is Uninjured =

Standard Oil Seriously
ing Shutting Off §
Meet Industrial Needj
Test Law Works F

*

There is grave possibility &
gasoline will be sold to ¢ ;
pleasure cars in O m
Standard 01l company, startin
in the next few days, ﬂﬂ*
a period of a month or hﬁlﬂ

Buch was the mumu >y
R. Chapman, assistant dist
manager of th.-eomm whic
plies 76 per cent of the
the state, in & oom
and city officials this mornin
by State Treasurer )
measures for relief of the ac
oline shortage.

W. A :
welghts mdnnﬁl::fﬁ
it the conference, M'

by Acting Mayor Bigelow,
Attorney Tomlinson,

.nmqn
oil ecompany remnum R
RELIEF MEASURE somn
Dalziel will confer with
termine

and
eral public, Dalziel
tion of the u::.m g
on i
law might be agreed up
ity to suspend the
state officials, and If
rests s agresd upon
might be open to Imy

gasoline may
suspension of the law, say |
panies. but certalnly less
coming if the Iaw rem
tinue. Californis, W

COART lIOI'l'm

Eam of UI'M Olil

An ‘appeal to dil car.ri
city to aid in passage ne |
measures on the May & satio
providing for removal
charges against the: P
way, Light & Powar
ultimately patd by
made by the Woodmere C
club. The action was de
at &2 meeting of the &x
mittee of the rlub
noon.

“The fight o
more car riders of 1POr
just burden of b N
of maintaining and
street rallway trm
OPPOSITION 1IN l ]

“The action is with ﬂI’
of the characlter and
position that was m

téred.” Is the mm
the committes ahd =ip

Blakeslee, president ;
v ML




