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Rapid Increase in Numbet of Au-,

tomobiles in United States Big
Factor in Supply Problems,

The gasoline situation Is one of
the gravest questions of national
ecdnomics at the present time, with

the exception, of course, of the un-

warranted and unlooked for strike

""\of thousands of rallroad switchmen.

The recent increase in the price of

gasoline and the report that the

house had authorized the depart-
ment of justice to start an investi-

gation of the situation, glves all ;the |

more welght to the belief that the

question of motor fuel is m:-rm=.-thlng1

that must be settled at once If It I8
to be settled at all.

President Kingsbury's reply to the_

Callfornia commission, instead of satis-
, fying the public demand for an expla-
nation, served merely to throw oll on
the flames and cause the question mark

to grow even larger. Added to ‘this isl

the report. which is founded upon & gen-
eral hellef existing in the kast, that an-
ther and a hlgher rise can be lnnked
or In tha near future,
40 CENTS PREDICTED

'*“The refined petroleum situation, par-
ticularly ax te gascline, is foremost in

publlc Interest at present,” says the Uil |

Trade Journal. It |8 predicted that &
price of 40 cents a gallon will prevail
by summer.

“Among the canses are the enormous
inereasa in the number of automobiles,
and the fact that the output of the lxht
oil wells In Mexivo has shrunk appre-
olably. The bhureau of mines, In a re-
port on “The Motor f(iasoline Situation,
prepared by A. . Smith, says the numn-
ber of cars and trucks in service In-
creased alout 1700 per cent from 1909
to 1018, wlale production of gaseline n
ereased from 13,000,000 barrels in 1809
to 856,000,000 in 1918, a gain of 60 per
cent. In the mame perind the production
of crude oll in the Unfted States in-
creagnd only #56 por cent,

“The number nf automoblles In the |

United States at the end of 1313 Is
placed at 7,700,000 and, nwecording to os-
timates, the numbe- at the end of 1620

will be 4,000,000 to 10,000,000, The des|

mand for gasoline g certain 1o grow,
but the increase in domestic crude prob-
ably will be relatively small. Though
the Mexican imporintions mny be largely
increased, the gasaline content of Mex-
fcan crude is expected to remaln low.
BOLUTION IS RUGGESTED

“Hmith suggesis the use of fuel oll in
the Internal combustion engine may be
the solution of th» problem. The work-
Ing up 6f oll shale deposits and (he
blending of alecohol with gasoline and
benzol algo are offered as possibilitles”

Joseph Phelan. shipping board oll ex-
pert, declarex that the record price of
40 cents Is actually in sight and may he
reached by August or September, while
it is certain thiat present prices will not
hold for more than & few weeks longer.
Gasoline production. =ays Phelan, Is now
11,000,000 gallons a day, while the de-
mand is somewhere In the nelghlborhaod
of 14,000,000 gallons With tins daily
deficlt, it s absolutely Impossible to
create the stores of fuel that should te
accumiulated to meet a possible drop
fn the production figure.
ENGLAND FEELS INCREASE

Commerce reports from FEngland in-
dicate that gasoline {3 =elling there at
almost a prohibitive figure, and motor
car owners are operating thelr machines
at a distinct disadvantage There was
R 18 cent increase in Fehroary, the

British imperial gallon, which I1s about |

one fifth larger than the American gal-
ion, now selling at about 3 cents Al
the present rate of exchange, however,
the cost of the imperial gailon in this
country Is 41 to 42 centa. Tha rate of
exchange Is sald to represent an In-
crease of 9 cents & ge==. (Current
freight rates represent 18 centz A gal-
lon for gasollne transported fram New
York to the United Kihgdom.

COST I8 ESTIMATED

The following table indicates the man-
ner In which the cost is made up. but
it will be noted that one half the pres-
ent ocean frelght rute s eharged In an-
ticipation of,an ultimate fall in the rate
of ocean carriage:

Per gallon
Cost f. 0. b. New York (based on

exchange rate) . .30.42
Ocenn freight (taken at half current
rates) .......... : . .08

Average cost of rahuav .roight and
distribution, as established by ac-

COUNTANTE . .......conivrrcnennanns d4
111 DS R R T X E C T Iy Ty e T i 12
Garage profit .....cceevssosns vereens .08

.86

Five per cent profit to distributors. 04

representatives followed rather than pre-
ceded & simllar act on the part of !he
British government. The first week ln
March, according to Herbert Casson,
writing In the Wall Street Journal,
might have been called “gasoline week”
because of the two big evenls Important
to the fuel trade occurring during that

eline] and the report lssued by the gov-

89 cents, the prevallilng price at that
time. This difference of 20 cents a gal-
lon means a total to British automobile
oWwners of 350,000,000,

Casson, writing from London, savs
further:
PRODUCT IS CONTROLLED

Oll shares fell and made -a nervous

Breal cormmg

Total ....... . 311'!;1
The movement nf our own hnuac m’l

period : The Increase In the price of ras- |

ernment announcing that a falr price
would be 69 cents a gallon rather than |

wervice of the city’s motoring thousands.

The new bullding recently ocenpled by the City Garage Is one of the most modern and complete now in thes
This bullding, at Twelfth and Alder, was erected at a cost of

$35,000 by the Portland Elks and oeccuples one of the most valuable lots in the city.

*BELL FOUR”

|
| 50 per cent over pre-war fares. The hlm'

and underground fares are Lo be raised |

agaln, and flaming protests an I“"F”d|

up In London over garages and automo-
blle bulldings.
The government report 8 very con-

| demuatory. It is not at all like the re-
vent rl-|n-qu o threwd and tobacco.

ltne report states that two
anles have a monopoly —the
Standard Ol and the Hoyal Dutch Shell.

It States that an exorbitant profit Is!

being made on gasaline and that there

lshould be a Tixed price, This fixed price,

It suggests, should at the present time
be 64 cents, or 07 venis price and 12
Cents Ltax.

It deciares that the freight rate of §50
per ton, from the Gulf poris to England,
g twlee as high as 1t should be, and it

actunlly  remarks  that  frelght rales
elicduld not be considered as a factor In
cost, when ahove $25 a ton.

It lays down the rule that a distribe

uting company should be allowed to
male 3 cents m pallon and a4 retallar
should be allowed 10 make 8 cents & gal-
lon

Finally, It adviges that as the whole

ymalier of gasoline s intermwtional, it

should be referred to the League of Na-

tions, at once, and that the league shall 1 #
control the gasaline prices of the world.

This report & 8o sweeplng and drastic
In Its conclusions that even Lhe silent

ull kings of Hritaln have been stirred
inte mpeech,

Sir Mare s Bamuel, "the Hockefeller

of England,"” |s aAlmost in a state of
eruption,

“This report,” he eays, *is absurd and

childish, It was drawn up by people |

who Know nothing of Lhe gasoline busi- |
ness,

“"Why id they not call me as a wit-

ness?”’ he askg “and 1| could have told |
them that _\'t-:N;amlul huve a fixed |

wice, for the Teason that there are
wourly changes in the cost of produc-

tion, freight rates and rate of exchange.
DEAD LOSK (CLAIMED

“At 60 cents a gullon we would have

a dead loss of 12 cents a gallon, which
would prevent the importation of motor
apirit,”

Sir Marcus., who was Lord Mayor of
London in 1903 and who Is one of the
strongepr personalities of Kngland,

observing 10 a deputation of automoblle
owriers that—"The price of 0 commod-
ity is what ft will feteh”

Another ofl kKing, H. W_ A Deterding,
head of the Aslatic Pelroleum company,
Is attacking the report vigorousiy. Mr.
Neterding s immensely rich and has a
great estate In Norfolk. He is8 an An-
glivized Dutehman, whom Lord Fisher
recently described ag "Napoleonie In his
avdacity and Cromwellian in his thor-
oughness.™

“This report I8 not Lrue,” he wsaye
“There 18 no monopoly nor agreement
between the Standnrd Ol and ourselves,

“"We have attacked the Standard i)
agnin and again.  The Standard tried
to keep us out of the I'nited Siates and
falled During the war we fought the
Standard by laving a pipe line for 300
miles, from Oklahoma to St Louls.

"Thore s free competition In gaso-
line. There are thousands of pmdurlng
firms In America m-l the price® can

never ba fixed by legislation nor in any |

other way. The cavse of the recent high
prices Ils that h:nvul have been outhbid-
ding each other,”

Another ofl king In England s F. E,
Powell, the head of the Standard OIl)
group. He s stlll silent and will prob-
atly remalin ro.. He has an Inveteratls
prejudice against all forms of publicity.

Hir John T. Cargill is at the head of
the Burmah Oil company—the largest
all-British company. 8ir Charles (Green-
way dominates the Anglo-Persian com-
pany, and Whaley Cohen (s a director
of 25 oll companies, 1

In the battle that has started, the ofl
companles will need all their influence
and much more diplomacy than they
now possess.

'Company Develops
| Three Ton Fire Truck

Announcement i8 made of the de-

| ¥elopment of a new three-ton fire
truck by the Four Wheel Drive Auto
company, Clintonville, Wis., makers of
FWID trucks. The new fire-fighting

apparatus contalns an unusually pow-
erful special tyvpe J. Wiscongin motor,

with a five and one-tenth inch bore

and a flve and one-half inch stroke

developing 42 H. P. 8. A. E. The tvpe

B rotary pump, driven through a two-

speed (transmission, has a capacity of

500 gallons at 120 pounds pressure
Complete modern flre-fighting equip-
ment is mounted on the body, which
Is 9 feet- long, 4 feet wide and 22
inches deep. A spead of 256 miles per

market. Taxi fares have been increased | hour can be attained.

Broadway 290

100 Per Cent QUALITY

Howell-Swift Tire Co.

445-7 Stark Street

Portland

Factory Distr.butors

CANTON CORD and
BLACKSTONE TIRES

100 Per Cent SERVICE

100 Per Cent SATISFACTION

ECONOMICAL

When Capacity Loads Are Always

things that

servance of

this is plain.
the five ton

yet the volime of coal dellvered ls from
four to five times as great. -
determined, the question of
length must be considered.
| Lengthy material,

EBulky but light material, such as emply
barrels or furniture, likewise should be

Some types of load can best be hauled
or seml-trallers. The
question of body type ls a separale one.
The selection of the proper gear ratlo
impmtant Good, hard roads
normal grades requires gear-
Ing u-h:‘rh does not sacrifice speed for
power, Conditions  which The chief thing to remember when a
| pregsent short stretches of heavy golng | fira breaks out i
Infrequent steep grade should |is ,necessary to keep your head. Don't
have gearing which provides a maxi- |lose iL
gear =peed with lower and If driving the car at
giving abnormal pulling |etarts, shut off engine,
Road conditions which do not |ency brake. unhook
a high speed, or a hilly coun-
having good roads, require a gear provided with
giving a lower high gear speed

has i
{mnade himself stlll more unpupudar by | 8. moat

| UNnecessary

reverse Eears

- 4 than narmal. Speclal gearing should be |
specified where extreme conditions |
encountered,

plete, would have any better material or show a higher grade of workmanship

Ava”able Users Claim Big The Clty Garage,
Trucks Less Expensive. MRS s OF e

pose.

long wheelbase truck. space in the building and
a general machine and auto repair shop
in connection with
Beaver Motor
leased space and are finishing attractive
showroomf where they will
distribution of the
the Malbohm 8ix.

long wheelbase truck. M.

than you will find embodied in the Bell “Four.”

City Garage Located
In Its New Quarters
On Twelfth Street

finest car at its price made in America.

for more than
leading garages
Portland, and which became well known
in the repalring field from its old head-l,
'Rnarin loads and volume are three | quarters at |
enter into the selection |inra'ed
of &4 motor truck. Ialreel between Washington

1 (dpdlll) loads can he ourried TegUu- | streets,
it is a fact lhﬂ.t the larger the |
the more economical it s to op-
effected » through ob- fipished” of its kind
this rule greatly (-utntrip:
r savings that

R6 Tenth
in its new quarters on Twelfth

The building, which la of modern eon-
| struction and one of the most carefully

built by Portland lodge,
might be effected In | |, and is leased

to Fearing & Rob-
the purchase of a smaller sized unit,

nett, proprietors of the Clty Garage. The
coal companles have | 1oy occupied by the structure measures
| proved to thelr own eatisfaction that |1§0x100, and was erected at an approxi-
deliver coal at nearly Im:;;e c}nst :;dsa?ig(;nﬁeu are both
earin + both exper-
one half the per ton cost of delivary by llenred s’;““ men e
one or two ton truck. The reason for |their work In supplying garage work of |
The overhead expénse of |a general character they will
truck is but slightiy more |aute for hire without
of a one or two ton truck. | Already a number of cars of different
makes have been purchased for the pur- |

30-32-34 Grand Ave. N.

in addition teo

driver featere,

A Quality Car at a Sensible Price

No make of car you might buy at the price of $1550 f. o. b. Portland, com-

We are proud to represent the car that has the distinction of being the very |

We will be glad to prove this.

i
RINGS TRUEJ
| ||

BELL / M_EE"@IMT,@III!!1

Western

'lilﬂilﬂl*ﬂl N
Phone East 8517
At Couch | Portland, Oregon

Powell & Kepple, operating the Sunset |
Auto Repair company. formerly at Tenth
such A& pipe or lum- | and Taylor atreets, have leased the shop

- .
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Columbia Six and

Keep Your Head

extinguisher,
up hood and fight
extinguisher,
fight will be all the harder.

Willar

STORAGE

ANOTHER LITTLE THREAD
FROM CHAS. S. HARPER

IRE wheels, wood

wheels and disc
wheels all have their
boosters, but everybody
agrees on rubber tires.
When everybody knows
the advantages of
Threaded Rubber over
ordinary insulation, the
demand for it will be as
universal.

Willard Service

NINTH and EVERETT
Broadway 3287
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GRAHAM BROTHERS, PLANT AND OFFICES: EVANSVYILLE, INDIANA, U. F. A,
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ANNOQUNCING o¢oee
GRAHAM BROTHERS
SPEED TRUCI 22+
This, we believe, is the first motor truck in‘which every
feature of design has been chosen for the one paramount

purpose:

—to carry a full 1%-ton load, safely and efficiently, at
twenty to twenty-five miles an hour.

Graham Brothers Spcéd Truck marks a most natural
development following two defidite tendcnc1cs in the
selection of motor truck cqu1prncnt.

—a turn from light delivery to trucks of real truck capacity

—and the acceptance of truck cord pneumatic tires as
ultimate truck economy.

making Distributors for Oregon and Southern Washington

proposition :
for live Sixteenth and Alder Phone Broadway 2492
ASTORIA BRANCH

dealers
in Oregon,

4 PENDLETON BRANCH 14th and Bond Sts. COR;IALSIC.ISt B;:ANQH
W. C. Montgomery, Mgr. e Feoth B

Washington
and Idaho. R. F. Strong, Mgr.
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