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BETTER FARMING

= Prosperity Invades Ranks of
.~ .. Growers Since Organizing in
& 1916 for Cooperative Marketing

. [This 1a the firet of & series of articles cover-
Ing the history of the groal Californis Coopers
tive Marketing sssociation. |

al
By J. F. Langner
The California Prune and Apricot as-
moclation, Inc., is & cooperative prganiza-
tion of 8300 prune and apricot growers
¥ | who have signed standard market con-
Mracts under which their prunes and up=
. Sricota will be sold to and through the
6 ‘masociation only for five years.

.  DUnder these contracls the

TS

growers

ve all given over to the assoclation

L the exclusive right to sell their crops,
‘, b'l‘ha association recelves, grades, pro-
i, i censes, packs and sells the prupes. It
develops mearkets by advertising. It

raises the standard of quality so that
only the fine prunes are sold under the
. advertised brand name. “Sunsweet.” It
3 y devised a place for collective credit so
S8 ; that the growers of this association have
been receiving bank advances on their
. oropa at the lowest rate of interest ever
granted to a large group of growers
in the United States on ordinary crop
g - accommodations.

15 ORGANIZED IN 1918

The assoclation was organized in the |
fall of 1518, The community of San |
Jose, the center of the prune Industry |
of Callfornia. was practically bankrupt. |
The merchants and banks complained.
The farmers barely made & living. Buat

S BIE SUCCESS

BEND IMPORTS PUREBRED SHEEP

Reading from left to right the above are- 3. W. Wright, W, C. Bergstrom. Prentiss Van Tassel, C. S. Hudson, presi-
dent of First National bank of Bend; John Marsh, Dan Heising, Grover Gerking and R. A. Ward, the Bend
bank's agrienltural advisor, with $800 purebred Rambouillet ram “Gillette.”
tered ewes and this fine burk will be used to improve the ~heep Llood of the Deschutes conntry.

Iy

Seventy-four Rambouillet regis-

associintion was
state-wide assoclation with a firm long-
time contract,

OVER 6000 MEMBERS

the elght speculadive packers who bought
the prunes fPfom the farmers early in |
the year made substantial profits, and
practically off of their profits moved to
"San Francisco and the blg moneyv cen- |
tars.

These speculative dealers had a habit |
of sending thelr buvers around to the
grune orchards in February and March
of each year—a time when it is ahsolute- |
1y impossible to forecast a crop with
any degree of accuracy.

The buyera would scare the farmers
s " with reports of huge crop promises and
’i small demand all over the world. 'l‘h'-_vr

would suggest that some growers were |

' going to be stuck with their prunes. By |

the time they had finlshed talking with

the growers the Average man was willing |

to sell his crop at any price to be sure |

' he sold It at all,
|

HAD NO STANDARD
‘It wns rare that more than two buy-
oers came Into a section—rarer still that |
they quoted the same prlce. The grower
. \had no one to advise him on the crop
& - potentlality or demand for prunes on do-
mestic or forelgn markets. The farm-
er's only standard wae what his nelgh-
bor received. If he received a better
price than his neighbor he felt pleased,
even though both of them might have

Lol |

. received three or four cents a pound
less than the fair price for prunes.
Prior to organization on a normal

crop the average price was approximate-
ly three cents per pound. Kxperta esti-
* mated the comt of productlion for the |
state gt over 4% cents per pound,

The farmers realized that they must
do something to change the system.
They were bitter against the speculative
dealer who profited out of their labor
and Investment, but they were more bit-
ter at the system which kept them help-
lesa.

3 LOCAL IS FAILURE

In the Santa Clara district, the heart
“» of the prune growing section, the grow-
P ers first organized a single local coop-

erative association. The shrewd specu-
lator encouraged them In this organiza-

. tlon, knowing that their plan was
: fundamentally wrong and they could
break it at any time. When the Santa
Clara growers had erected a very ex-

pensive plant and were prepared to mar-
ket their prunes, the speculators bought
«up the prunes of the three other chief
prune growing districts of California,
threw them on the market, and broke
the market price. So the local associa-

. tlon could not and dld not survive.
The prune growers thus learned that |
24  they had the wrong kind of coopera-
L tion—that locals could not succeed. They
realized at last that there must be state- |
wide cooperation. : 1
; Even though prunes which were rained
¢+ . in large quantities in Oregon, Washing- |
oY ; tor and Idaho were available (o the
speculators, the farmers knew that if|
they could get a substantial pereentage |
of the prunes all over the state of Cali- |

~

| prune acreage of

The associallon was formed. Over
6000 membere were secured before May,
1917.

The directors elected as general man-
ager H. G. Coykendall, unquestionably
the greatest salesman of prunes and
dried apricoss In the whole world.

The general manager and hils assist-
antas began to find commercial connec-
tions, eéstablish brokers and reach over
tc the grea! cooperative associations of
Great Britain and the continent of Eu-

rope.
Within the first year the California
Prune and Apricol Growers, Inc., had

gecured a fine average price for the
grower and had made permanent suc-

| cess certaln.

ASROCIATION EXPANDS

Within three years the assoclation has
grown until in the year 1920 [ts con-
tracts cover over B0 per cent of the
California.

The prune industry has been stabll-
ized, Every prune grower knows he
wiH receive a fair price for his crop,

with enpugh profit to encourage further
production.

The quality of prunes sold to the con-
sumer has been ralsed.

The association.is now standardizing
thé package prunes

The planted acreage indicates that by
1828 California alone will have & nor-
mal crop of about 300,000,000 pounds to
350,000,000 pounds, with a present world
consumption of 210,000,00 pounds per
ear.
2 It has therefore launched an enormous
advertising campaign, costing in 1919-20
$220,000, for the purposa of Increasing
the demand for prunes. The entire 1819
crop has been sold. The association,

'Good Feed
Cheap

(Hawaiian Molasses)

Your Agricultural College or the
[Tnited States Department of Agri-
culture will advise you that Hawallan
Cane Molasses (8 equal in feeding
value, pound for pound, with corn or
barley

We have just received a shipload
of Hawaillan Cane Molasses, and
offer it to you at about half the price
of corn or barley,

It i= easy to feed and enables you
to use up all the roughage on the
place. We will send you on request
a littles booklet telling you about it,
or kend you m sample barrel, 600
pounds, on receipt of $12.00. Wrlte
teday to

PARROTT & CO.

Lewis HBldg., Portland, Oregon

702

e — e

A FEW

loads of Myers

hand and power

POWER SPRAYERS

For Immediate Delivery

We have just received two car-

the time being at least are able to
fill orders for Spray Pumps in

Buy Now—if you would be sure of delivery

340-46 East Morrison Sts.
Portland,

MYERS

Pumps, and for

styles.

Staver Engines'
Water Systems

fornia they would have a !ar:zer unit of l however, looks forward to the future
control than any two of the speculative | welfare of the industry, and even now
packers, and would he ultimately able | is preparing to prevent the existence of
tc dominate market valdes. Thus a big | a surplue in 1828,

conceived as a single COOPERATION SUCCEEDS |

|or San Jose is thriving. The banks are £0n Growers' association; J. O. Holt of

| wonders about

The fruit growers of California recog- |
nize that the assoclation has trmmialed|
their adversity into prosperity. The city |

glutted with money. Madre Mortgages |
have been paid off in the last two and |
a half yvears than have been in the 10
Years preceding,

Cooperation among the prune growers
has brought prosperity for themselves
wnd all tributary communities In every
line of busines## The farmer no longer
prices. He no longer |
feels distressed ¢r jealous at what his |
nelzhbor receivea |

The prune grawer does not sell prunes,
He raises pfunes and he employs the
best salesman m wey can buy to sell his |
prunes for him. The California prune
grower is prosperous and satisfied. The
Oregon prune grower may be the same |
If l.e properly supports his organiza-
tion

Read the advertisements on the farm
pages of The Journal. When answering |
advertisgments always mention the |
farm pages.

| county

GROWEIR'S

SSOCIATION

NOTE

Roseburg, March 6—C. I. Lewis of
Salem, organizing manager of the Ore-

Eugene, head of the packing department,

and Seymour Jones of Corvallis.secretary
of the assoclation, arrived in this elty
and later went to Riddle, where a large
meeting of the growers was held.
These meetings are for the organiza-
tions of units of the growers' asscclation,
Cooperation in this way can be accom-

APPROVES NON-PROFIT
PLAN OF COOPERATION
IN MARKETING WHEAT

=

By Joseph Passonnesu
Director Stste Offide Farm Markett, Washington
Btate College, Pullman,

I have carefully studied the plan of
organization and the contract form
which I8 now belng offered to the wheat
growers of the Northwest as a means
for the cooperative marketing of wheal.
It is my belief that the plan ls worthy
of careful study and analysis by all
wheat growers. The association agree-
ment Includes the principies of “‘pure”
cooperation. I¢ has no caplital stock
and provides that the business shall be
done on the “non-profit” basis.

Like most of the contracts used by
suocessful ' cooperative societies, it is
binding upon the grower over a consid-
erable number® of years. This iz con-
sldered by most authorities on cooper-
ation to be necessary to insure success.
In Denmark, the country which leads
the world In successful cooperation
among farmera. assoclation contracts
generally cover a period of about 14
years. Long time <contracts cannot
reasonably be regarded as a weakness;

would object to signing & contract for
such a length of time, but I wish mere-
ly to indicate. that this cannot be re-
garded as a weakness from the point
of cooperative marketing.

District representation as provided In
the assoclation contract may reasonably
be considered as being in keepifg with
the best principles of cooperative market-
ing. It Is true that directors might
be elected from a particular district,
lacking the business understanding req-
uisite in the conduct-of a large coopera-
tive business. It will, of course, rest
with the members of each district them-
sélves to elect a competent representa- |
trve. Their judgment in this, together |
with the fact that the contract provides!
that all directors must be actively en-
gaged In wheat growing, and that thelr’
wheat Is pooled with that of other grow-
ers, is the chief guarantee against fall-
ure. It is my belief that the plan of
organization is economically sound. {

The growers should, themselves, decide |
whether or not they want a cooperative
selling association. If such A method
of marketing is desired; I do not belleve
1 could suggest any changes which would |
improve the agreement contract belng |
circulated by the organization committee
of the proposed wheal growers' associa-
tion.

I do not "iﬁh to be understood as
urging wheat growers to join the Wash- |
ington Wheat Growers' assoclation, but
1 do not believe that any wheat grower
should be dissuaded from entering the
assoclatlon. |

in fact, they are one of the guaran- Stock Show March 22

teeg necessary to successful coopera- Eugene, March 6.—Directors of the

tion. _There are those, of course, who | Lane County Pure Bred Livestock as- |
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plished, and work conducted i harmegny.
A meeting was held in Myrtle Creek
Friday, for a similar organization of |
the growers. Thess two sectfons of the
furnish a large percentage of |
the prunes raised in Douglas county. |
This plan will be followed up with organ- |
izations of the different sections through- |
out the county, and fully a dozen such |
meetings will be held for this purpose.
The success of the organizers is now
assured and a great rnajority of the
growers have already slgned up, and
the erection of packing plants will even-
tually seeure nearly all growegs as
membera.

[FREE_TRIAL.0

GROWN SEEDS

1 pkt. Cabbage, GIlI's Oregon Ballhead..........covuuu. 15¢ |
1 pkt Jersey Kale (Stock Feed).......ccouvicnnnnnansns 10e¢ |
1 pkt. Squash, DelicloUus ...........c0ve0 A W 10¢ |
1 pkt. Onlon, Yellow Globe Danvers.......c.cosveveeass e |
I 1 pkt. Lettuce, leeberg ..........co0ennsnnss versrsssness D@
1 pkt. Spinach, VICLOrIR . ..ovrereiieinnnerrnnsnnnnnnns Beé ‘
1 pkt. Ruta Baga, Improved Purple Top Yellow........ 5e¢
|
| 65¢
|

We will also mail you owr b0-page calalogune describing our OREGON
GROWN SEEDS, DAHLJAS, ROSES, PERENNIALS and NURSERY STOCK. |
This offer good only once to each family.

GILL BROS. SEED CO.

REGON SEED

We are convinced that our Oregon
grown, acclimated seeds are super-

lor, and know YOU WILL BE
CONVINCED when you try them.
LET THE SEEDS TALK.

We offer the following
7 regular sized packets
(worth 56c) free, except
we ask you to send 10c in
wrapped coin or stamps to
cover cost of labor, envel-
opes, mailing (mention |
he Journal):

Mention this paper |

Portland, Or.
Route 1.

Olympic Flour Sacks Add to Your Voting Strength

Always
I'1SOS

fo the
oCcasIon

soclation set aside the week
32-27
held in the county (n the in
pure bred livestock. O. M,

of Portland {s on the program for an
at the first session

address March 22
to be held at the Chamber
merce.

for a serfes of meetings

—

Umatilla Farmers

of March
o be
terests of
Plummer

of Com-| a thing of the

termination crusade

Breeders Organize

the near future

[ . "

Kill Many Rabbits
I_Yma.lllm‘—'!‘h:- Jm-kr;‘b!t will soon be
past If the present ex-
is followed up In
The wurfare is carried

on by means of two definite plans. Exs
J. P. Doherty has just returned from | termination by means of extensive pe

Davis, Cal, where he organized |soning, under the ausplees of fhe fa
the Californin-Nevada Aberdean-;\nguu| bureau, and wholesale murder carried
Breeders' association. Doherty Is the!on durlng the rabbit drives. Every 8
Paclfic Coast representative of the | day witnesses u definitely outlined drive
American  Aberdeen-Angus RBreeders' | made by not only the farmers interested
association, with officea in the Ex-|but alss the Inhablitunts of all the towns

|uhm-.n- bullding, North Portland

lln the eastern part of the county.
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“lT remember w
stump blasting and
first Giant Powder

Gate park.

“Out of that be
Co., Con., with its ch

planting, etc., by tho

thought any ordinary
is wrong.
is to get the genuine
of the name.”

throughout the entire West.
are being used for stump blasting, boulder blasting, tree

Just tell ms “send me your book,”
blasting, “Better Farming with

THE GIANT POWDER CO, CON:
“Everything for Blasting”

210 First National Bank Bidg.. San Francisce
Braach Offices: Denver, Portland, Sait Lake City. Seattle, Spokans

Do

% ®
the denuine

dates back to

ell when we used* black powder for
mining. Just after the Civil War the
ever made in the United States was

manufactured in a little laboratory in what is now Golden

ginning has grown The Giant Powder
ain of great plants :_m-i magazine stocks
And the Giant IFarm Powders

usands of Western land owners. Giant

Powders have always been so popular that some people have

¢ dynamite was Giant Powder, but that

The only way to get Giant economy and efficiency

Giant Powders made by the originators

and wellwill mail you our valuable guide te
Giant Farm Powders."”

EUREKA

fo

is proving so s

324 Belmont St.

Portland,

Oregon

We are now getting in our supply of
TRACTORS AND THRESHERS

r spring delivery.

Call at our warehouse and allow us to explain why the
Russell “Three-Speed”’ Transmission Tractor

uccessful; also our up-to-date

Threshers, Hullers and Sawmills

The A.H. Averill ;...
Machinery Co.

MAIL THIS COUPON

particulars and terms on ' Russell”
would alse like to reseive Free Ot
siogue describing machinery cheoked [X]

Russeli Threshers Birdsell Clover

I [ ] and Engines [ ]WMI’..H‘. Mullors
Russell Saw- Threshermen'’s
l [ ] miils [ Supply Lis

Use TRON AGE NO, 308 Combined
and make your & P‘
tools in ome: il Seeder, Hill o

Double Wheel Hoe and Sin




