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ANOTHER MIDNIGHT RESOLUTION
COMMENT AND NEWS IN BRIEF People's Will Consulted bv

Early Legislators
, "iJlf B DE PBS DENT KgWBPAPE

in degrading representative governHY. do Oregon legislatures persist
ment?

poem of life. lie bad been oourtins
and that is all we need to bring back
safe and sane ideas In marriage court-tin- g;

courting in the true sense of Use
word : The man seeking, if not serv-
ing, like Jacob, seven years for the ob-
ject of his affection. Then he will stick
to her and she to him through life.

There are some old fashions that have
not been improved upon, and one of them
is the old way of courting.

Dead Sea and Sea of Galilee are to be
utilized, if the tplan of a Norwegian
engineer is carried out, in reclaiming
a region which began to dry up when
the cedars of Lebanon were cut down.

It is planned to take advantage of
the difference of level between the
Mediterranean and Dead seas and al-

low the force of gravity to do the
work. By building a great tunnel to
connect the two seas an "unlimited

There was the "midnight resolution." Ii was stealthily slipped
through the bouse at 2 or 3 o'clock on a Sunday morning in the clos

ing moments of a dying session. It was an effort to Influence the federal
supreme court to decide against the people of Oregon and in favor of the
railroad in the suit for recovery of the 0.4C. grant lands.

We have the slatr ment of the court itself as to what the resolution
meant. In its decision the court says
seems a prayer against the government's

SMALL CHANGE

The whole world loves a good fighter.
Everything ought to be straightened

out nicely now in time for the opening
of the fishing, season'.

There is certainly better fish in the
sea than some that is offered for sale
at some local markets.

Now that the ban on Russian trade
has been lifted, we may again, add
caviar to our dally lunch.

The Mazamaa reserve their beds In
advance, realizing no doubt that they
will need them after their day's hike.

The lad who was held up and robbed
of his clothes is probably thankful that
the weather has moderated somewhat
within the last few days.

When that scientist succeeds in send-
ing a rocket to the moon, we may ex-
pect definite Information as to whether
or not green cheese enters into the
make-u- p of that well known planet.

A newspaper man has been decorated
by a king, which in the olden days
would have been1 Just and sufficient rea-
son to go out in turn and "decorate themahogany." f

Some way or another the name of the
newly elected president of the FrenchrepubHc, Deschanel, reminds us of thecampaign for a wider and deeper river
from Portland to the sea.

ft

SIDELIGHTS

TH ohlirrhaa rtt ICnterrjrlse gave. In
the Armenian drive recently closed, a
total in excess of 1600. The Federated
church was the highest donor, with 1208.

"Old subscriber" note in the Hlllsboro
Argus: "John Ironslnde of Laurel, who
has read the Argus for a quarter of a
century, was In Tuesday and started on
his ar lap."

"Get you a lot or buy a farm near
Cloverdale and be ready to send your
children to the new high school building
to be built next summer," exhorts the
Cloverdale Enterprise.

The Crane Athletic club has voted a
change of name to Crane Commercial
club. Officers of the new club are C.
A. Harlan, president ; Dwight L. Wheel-oc- k,

secretary-treasure- r. A year's lease
has been taken on club quarters.

The city of Heppner will pass Into
the class of towns having municipal
water works, on February L. On that
date, according to contract with the
Heppner Light & Power company, the
city will take over the water plant

relioately announcing his own can-
didacy, the editor of the Athena Presssays: "Sam Blythe strongly suggests
a business man for president, and we
In turn suggest that he find him In
these parlous financial times among the'
devoted brigade who can make a suc-
cess of running a country paper."

church members were pretty good plun
gers. They would get into a game where1
the sky was the limT and bet their heads
off. The bitter th not th more money
we had in our treasury, so everybody
was satisfied and the rattle of poker
chips was sweet music to my ears, as it
meant Increased efficiency in protecting
my well loved Alaskan dogs from brutal
owners.

"If I coulu I would burn Into the
heart of every mother the knowledge that
largely in her hands is the making of
criminals or gno citizens. During the
iraei cum Mmp iwo caws came 10 my

of the "midnight resolution" Is explanation of why an unguarded moment
in the session was waited for to push the dirty job through.

The scene in the house when the "straight-vote- '' skulduggery was pushed
through Saturday evening was not different. The house was in bedlam. It
was not an orderly legislative body, but a mob. It was not deliberation
but tomfoolery in a vicious form. With a ed legislative body that is
supposed to be the exemplar of representative government thus degrading
and disgracing the legislative 'function, whaw wonder that the country is
full of Bolshevists and I. W. W.'s?

The npost sacred thing in the Republic is the ballot. Good men every-

where have long sought tc purify and strengthen it. They recognize that
a pure ballot, safeguarded and cleansed, is the fountain source of pure gov-

ernment.
For 30 years, Oregon has liad the Australian ballot in its purest form.

Through its operation Oregon has been pretty 'thoroughly cleansed of gang-
sters, ring rule, political bosses, ward heelers and corruptionists. "The

fame of the state for pure government has become nation-wid- e. That repute
along with the great war record for the commonwealth has been a source
of congratulation to the Oregon citizenry. The legislature of Oregon alone,
remains as the one place in which representative government is discredited
and debauched.

The "midnight resolution," the notorious "Bean Bill," Gus Moser's "spoils-
men's bill," and now Gus Moser's rotten "straight-vote- " skulduggery, these
are Instances of legislative politics and performances that bring Oregon
legislatures into disrepute and representative government under distrust.
They are surviving remnants of the old political order that disrupted the
Republican party In Oregon, aroused a revolt against it, and drove the people
to adoption of the initative and referendum, the recall and the direct primary.

The last thing in the world to be done at such a time as this, a time
when Bolshevists are looking for arguments against this Republic is to
undermine the American ballot. To lay hands on it as has ben done at
Palpm is the very thing that ought not to bfe done. It was not to give
politicians leeway lo pollute the institutions of state and nation, that
American hoys went over and fought and died in France.

Their ideal was a great state. pur and beautiful, and we owe it to them
to make our civic life and public affairs worthy of that ideal.

IMPRESSIONS AND OBSERVATIONS
OF THE JOURNAL MAN

By Fred Lockley

attention the same day. Two oofp from visional government was a bill Intro-Mou- nt

Tabor brought to our office In thejduced by Jesse Applegate, which, under

Letters From the People

Communication sent to The Journal for
publication in this department hould be writtta
on only one eide of toe paper, should not excetd
800 words in length, and most be aicned by the
writer, whose mail address in full must accom-
pany the contribution.

Universal Training
Portland, Jan. 14. To the Kditor of

The Journal Every time the opponents
of universal training try to present an
argument against it they unconsciously
say something that nullifies their words.
In trying to prove the argument that it
would drag us into war "American
Mother" says, "Granted that Switzer-
land had a trained army and kept out
of the war. How p.bout Holland, Spain.
Denmark, Norway and Sweden?" All
of these had trained armies also, yet
they kept out of the war. and I thank
the lady for cinching the argument that
universal training of itself will not make
of us a militaristic nation anxious for
war.

"Depend upon It." she says, "the po-

liticians' softs or friends will go to the
officers' tratning schools." This buga-
boo is as old as the country and as base-
less as it is old. The Pennsylvania legis-
lature, when asked for an appropriation
for carrying on the war against the
French huring our French-India- n war,
declined to authorize it on the ground
that "there were no French in this coun
try and it was all a scheme of the poli-

ticians." How many politicians' sons or
friends have gone to our officers' train-
ing schools'-i- the past? Our West Point
and our officers' training camps of re-
cent date have been singularly free from
the taint of politics.

"France has had universal training for
years, and history shows her a succession
of costly wars," says I his lady. The
truth is that France had no universal
training worthy of the name until after
1871, and she has since had the longest
period of peace In her history, and
finally waited until she. was attacked
before she declared war.

The opponents of universal training
cannot present one argument that is not
based on fear or sentiment, the most of
it maudlin. It is a practical, scientific
and democratic improvement that is con-
ceived with the sole idea of benefiting
us as a nation in peace and war, and
as a step toward the prevention of war.

A. BARNES.

"Hang the Gun, Not the Man"
McEwen. Jan. 13. To the Editor of

The Journal I read of a legislature ex-
erting itself to bring back the custom
of hanging men and women. Such a
glorious thought! It almost makes one
challenge our claim that we are the
V. .. .3 i ... 1. .e . . TTu a

.. , . . . . .. n
'

good? Do these wise men see nothing

been caught doing some violence .' Have
not these wise men helped to make these
criminals just what they are? Have'
these wise men ever lifted hands or voice
in favor of removing the cause of the.
majority of crimes?, Don ,, these wise

i

, .i
nate people got their education in Ore--

".??nJttl O tun IM LTvnjtvn uinri iiinu 1 a i j its i
.

Don't they know that the nows or
0reKOn re fuU f BHl Hart U" p,ay8?

n'1 they n f Tlrders with guns, and
Oregon is loaded to the guards with
such? Why did these wise men vote
to out booze out of Oregon, If any. of!
them did? Was it not because any good;
effects, if booze had any, were gver- -
balanced by the bad? And were not.
some people nun. Doin in purse ana
spirit, because of the operation? And
did we consider their hurts.' .no. we
did not. Now let these w ise men re
move the cause the guns in place of
the effect. They, the wise, would stand
before the world w'th a credit mark if
they would start a score of trucks out
over the state gathering up firearms.
Take every gun less than 3 feet long
and send them all out to sea. Also take
every repeater, along with the shorter.
a lr nercenta- - of tho criminallv
inclined are born so. and after they are
born we give them the finishing touches.
Then, when we discover they are bad,
we take them out and kill them. '

J. L. EDMISTON.

Abe Lincoln Republicanism
Newport, Jan. 15. To the Kditor of

The Journal Let us designate "Abe
Lincoln Republican" of La Grande as
No. 1. Here is No. 2.

If Mr. Roosevelt pulled out of the
Chicago convention because the Repub- - fi

llcan party had become so corrupt that
he could not remain In It I would like
to see how. when or where he made
any Improvement : and I am also in a
quandary to see wherein the party was j

made better or worse by his having
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PERSHING

COLOSSAL rehponsibility rested

A on pprshinK.
Billions worth of the enginery

f of war was committed to his
hatidd. The very course of future
history was measurably placed in his
keeping. The map of the world was
largely dependent upon the American
army, and John Pershing was the.
commander in chief of that army in

: the field. But. preater and more
precious than all, thc lives of more
than two million American boys In

France, the lives of two million more,
indeed, ten million more if need be,
at home, were committed to his keep-Jn- g.

' Incapacity would have been
frightful. Mistakes here and blun--

ders there wobld have been cruelly
expensive. Lack of appreciation of
the gigantic character of the work in
hand might have ended in disaster.

There are secrets of the war that
will never be given up. There were
discussions around the great council
table at field headquarters that will
never be revealed. There were decis- -

r. tons made that were fraught with
tremendous consequences in the ebb
and flow of thi tide of the struggle
and in the consequences to the armies
of democracy.

To a very few men these secrets
are known, and to that few there is

" realization that in the stress and
strain of the conflict, amid (he com- -

' plexities and vicissitudes of the time,
John Pershing was a' all times a sol-

dier; through and through and an
American 100 per cent.

And finally, all the world does not
know, and part of it will never admit,
but It will come to light in history,
that the 47 days of frightful fighting
Iri the Argonne and the campaign that

- ended with Sedan and the armistice,
, was the maneuver that finally broke
' the German army, that two great
drives that were planned for Novem-
ber 14 and 15 would in all human
probability have converted German
defeat Into a German rout and that
on John Pershing, his officers and his
men, rests the credit for this, the
mightiest military operation in his-
tory,

No matter what may be the con-- -

tentioua differences on other phases
of the fish and game question, there
ought to be no coAtest of the propo- -
sitlon that the appointing power of
the proposed new fish and game
commission should rest in the gov-- v

ernor. Fish and game adminitrtra- -
tlon should have a head with power
to secure efficiency. The governor,
though not necessarily an active
member of the commission, should
do the appointing and hold the com-- 1

mission responsible.

DISSIPATED MONEY

IIRIFT in the Oregon country, inT America and in the world is im
perative. That is the reason for
the observance of thrift week.

(An old frirnd of the wild, early days of
Nome i introduced by Mr. Ixx-le- y today. Her
story shows how clererly people can Tight the
deril with fire, if they hare the tact and cour-
age, eTcn in the wildest and most unpromising
situations.

It was my good tortune a few morn-- j
ings ago to be a fellow passenger on the
Mount Tabor car with "Sourdough"
Swanton. We were both at Nome, Alas-
ka, CO years ago. Whenever our paths
cross wc compare notes about old-ti-

sourdough friends or swap remin-
iscences. I call her "Sourdough" Swan-to- n

advisedly, for she earned the title.
Her friends 'outside"know her as Mrs.
Frank W. Swanton. She was christened
Leoatta, the name being selected by
Henry W. Longfellow, to whom her
mother was related.

"So money could buy the education
I received in the land of the midnight
sun.'" said Mrs. Swanton. "We went
there the year of the big stampede,
1900. I was a bride. The long line of
tents along the shore, the scores of wa-
ter craft of all descriptions at anchor
in the offing, the stir, the bustle and the
activity of 30,000 ptople coming almost
overnight to a village of a few hundred
inhabitants, the interesting characters
and the picturesque incidents, all ' seem
as vivid as if they had happened but
yesterday.

Almost everybody drank, and every
body gambled. I can well remember my

poker chips. I organized the firBt hu- -

mane society In Alaska. There were no
funds to pay an officer to arrest men
who were cruel or brutal to their dogs.
I decided that since our men folks were
hound to gamble it would be better to
have them. gamble at home than at the
saloons. I organized a card club, in
stalled three tables, bought a plentiful
supply of cards and poker--, chips and
from 8 o'clock to midnight there was al- -
ways something doing at our home,

u . nrvrijr 'v i inai woji wyu mu mimii
percentage to the treasurer of the card
club. I was treasurer. I employed one
of "Chicago's finest" as humane officer,
paying him a good salary from our poker

K ' ...
"Bishop Peter Trimble Rowe, 'the

hiRhnn of All Outdoors ' as he la called
by Alaskans, became vice president and
organizer for the Humane society. We
POon had branch societies all over Alas- -
ka I used to go to church and pick out
desirable members for our card club
when we needed a little extra money for
some special charity. Some of the

especially need able assistance. The
hard working man works harder, and
because he does he eats more and wears
out more clothes, which costs more, if

"v " a" equality, man me oiner
who has the lighter, more refined Job of
the two ; and yet he is supposed to be
the other's eaual and raise his family

Some, Indeed, Would Have Made thePeople a "Third House."

The Oregon legislature held three see- -
In 1845. It met first on June 24.adjourning on July 6. to submit its actsIn amending the law to a v0t

P'0"' ,at special elec- -tlon i.eld on July 26. This, by the wavwas the first lime that Oregon had madeuse of the referendum. The acts of Hhelegislators being duly approved by a ma-jority of over 200 votes, the legislatureagain assembled at Oregon City on An- - .gust fr. M. M. MeOarver, speaker ofthe house, refusing to sign a memorialto congress, was requested to resignthrough a resolution Introduced by .JenseApplegate. A ballot was taken, result-ing In eight votes for W. H. Qrav forspeaaer ana one for McCarver. Latera motion of J. M. Garrison was adopt-e- d

"restoring the upeakerMhlp to
General MeOarver. deeply of-

fended, resigned, but was persuaded by
Jesse Applegate to stay on the Job andplay the game.

Several hills having been Introduced
that seemed burdensome to the public.
Jesse Applet-at- e declared thnt a legisla-
ture should be a blending, not a burden,
to the producers, and Introduced a reso-
lution that the people were not morally
or legally bound by any acts of. theiragents those who had been elected torepresent them which were not express-l- y

sanctioned by the Instrument to which
they owed their official existence. His
resolution further provided that with-
out obtaining the consent of the people
whom they represented they had no right
to assume. In 'behalf of the people,' thepayment of debts or the refunding of
funds which had been borrowed or
otherwise secured, without lawful auth- -
Ity. W. H. Oray, M. G. Folsy and
Hiram Straight voted against the reso- -
union ana rued a formal protest on the
ground that constant going to the peo- -
tie for authority would destroy the con-
fidence of the public in their ability to
handle affairs of government. The res-
olution passed over their protest.

On August 20 the legislature adjourned
to meet the first Tuesday In December,
1S45, this session being the first regular
session of the Oregon provisional gov-
ernment. The first net passed by the
Huly authorized legislature of the pro- -

a suspension or the rules, was intro-
duced, passed and secured the signature
of Governor Abernethy and became a
law of the provisional government with-
in less than half an hour. The reason
for such speed was that S. M. Holder-nes- s

and J. G. Campbell "not being able
to agree on a debatable matter, had de-

cided to fight a duel to determine which
was right. Before they could carry out
their purpose Applegate's bill to pre-

vent duelling had become a law and the
prospective duellists were both under ar-
rest.

Largely through the act and diplom-
acy jf Jesse Applegate the authority of
the provisional government was recou- -

,

tiized by Dr. John McL,oughlln and Sir
James Douglas as Incl'Jdlng Vancouver
and the district north of the Columbia
river. Sir James Dougjas was .chosen
district judge for the Vancouver district.
and the rich Hudson's Bay company
ugreed to pay taxes toward the support
of Oregon's provisional government.

The Lowly Corncob
Krom the Salt l.akr Trlbiin.

Until the chemists of the United States
set themselves at work finding a use for
everything, the corncob was deemed
about as useless a thing as could he
named. True, a very small quantity of
corncobs were burned in the kitchen
stoves of farm house and otherwise
used aa fuel, but the great bulk of corn-
cobs was classed as waste. Three billion
bushels of corncobs every year were
thrown away.

Now H has been discovered that corn-
cob are extremely valuable and tha
they can be transformed Into a number
of products of commercial demand. To
begin with, corncobs may be cooked In

a closed tank with water at a tempera-
ture about 100 degrees above boiling
point. At the end of an hour's time
they are taken out. In a thoroughly soft
and saturated condition, and pressed.
They yield a fluid that Is evaporated in
an open kettle to a thick syrup. This
syrup Is an excellent adhesive gum. suit-
able for use In the paper box and sim-

ilar industries. In the manufacture of
flbreboard, for bill posting and for gum-

ming labels. Its employment In place of
starch, dextrine and flour paste for such
purposes would effect an enormous sav-

ing In foodstuffs.

Thf solid material left from the press-

ing I"? mainly cellulose. It may be ground
cor-rsel- y. mixed with molasses and dried
for stock feed.

Or. by simple chemical treatment. It
can be made to yteld 76 per cent of Its
weight In pure glucose, available for
many uses. If yeast be added and th
glucose allowed to undergo fermenta-
tion. It will produce alcohol.

Or. again, the cob cellulose may be
used In the manufacture of artificial
silk and artificial leather.

Or. as another alternative. It may be
employed as an absorbent of nitro-
glycerin In the manufacture of dyna-
mite. -

Olden Oregon

How Oregon Tried a Triple Execu-

tive, and Gave It Up.

Th most perplexing problem which
the framers of government In Oregon
had to solve was that of executive au-

thority. There were the missionary ele-

ment, the mountain men and the "In.
dependents." all Jealous of authority and
unwilling to give It up. The committee
of nine, appointed at th historic meet-
ing at Champoeg In 1S4J, met at Oregon
City, subsequently to draw up a form,
of government. After considerable de-

liberation It was decided that th ad-

ministration of executive affairs should
be vested In a committee of three. The
arrangement did not work satisfactorily,
and the result was the creation of a
Ingle executive.

Curious Bits of Information
For the Curious

Gleaned From Curious Places

American tobacco and cigarettes have
appeared In French tobacco shops, th
French government having bought up a
billion packets of cigarettes and several
tons of tobacco which were surplus
American army stock. The French cig-

arette smoker is particularly fond of
Virginian cigarettes and smoke them
in preference to the French makes,
which he is generally forced to have on
account of the tobacco Industry being a
state enterprise In Franc. . Virginian
cigarettes are rarely obtainable In th
village debits de tabac. and. when they
are the price la prohibitive. .

j
y

Uncle Jeff Snow Says:

Ktlm Petersen I or on th lawyer
and doctors. He 'low ha ha worked
half his Ufa for fh-stx-n and then t'other
perfesslon, and he s mighty tired, i toia
Nels h -- worked a heap more fer tha
land spectator, but Nels can't figger tt,
even if he has paid $(000 on his mort-
gage amT worked" Ilk a boss to fit his
farm. t '

of the resolution: "The petition
contention." The skulking character

tion before the governor attached his
signature.

In limited Instances it may not be
hurtful foi a public body to incur
large debt without permission of the
people, but as a general rule' no
bonded obligation should be imposed
without the consent of the citizens
who pay the bills.

In General Pershing's travels to
the West and back again to the East
it is doubtful if he will figure in a
more touching, more dramatic or
more beautiful incident than that in i

which he was presented last "night
nt. 4he AHitnr. nr tV o v,!f- u ua .v V 1 1 lllttl Ct IIIAgllllt- -
cent bouquet of roses by
Jean Abercrombje, whose father
sleeps the sleep of a fallen hero in
France. The heart of the great
audience of 7221 people beat with
one thought and warmed with one
sentiment as the child was folded in
the great commander's arms.

THE UNPOPULAR PROFITEER

11 E wheat growers who have

T joined in organizing the Oregon--
Washington-Idah- o Wheat Grow-
ers association are striking at the

speculator. They intend to take the
profiteering out of grain selling. They
want it to be impossible for wheat
to be sold on paper half a dozen
times before It is removed from the
place where it was first stored.

They say that they do not want for
themselves a speculative price, but
only a legitimate return which will
encourage them as the years go by to
plant and harvest in greater volume.
The president of the association, A.
A. Elmore, has issued a rather re
markable statement. It reads:

The whole purpose is to develoD a co
operative selling organization that will
be able to sell to better advantage than
the individual farmer, and to Induce the
farmers to hire experts who know the
Ins and outs of the wheat business and
have the Information as to the world's
markets at their command so that the
farmers may devote all their time and
thought to therrowing of wheat.

We have not for our object the forma
tion of a monopoly of the wheat busi
ness with the idea of advancing wheat
prices to the consumer. It is rather
with a view to stabilizing prices and
eliminating as much unnecessary ex-
pense as possible between producers and
consumers and to assure the farmers
the cost of production plus a reasonable
profit.

Wheat is one of the great staples
of human food. The world's need for
wheat is so great that speculators
have often made enormous fortunes
by monopoly and exploitation.

If the farmers who have launched
the cooperative wheat marketing as-

sociation can employ their united
selling power as President Elmore
suggests, producers and consumers
will benefit and the wlieat profiteer
may be compelled to turn to honest
work in order to make a living.

It is satisfying to note the trend of
sentiment and organization in favor
of the proposition that those who do
not sow shall not reap, and that
those who neither reap nor sow shalU
not profit at the expense of those
who do.

Before passing judgment on the
Lewiston bridegroom who leaped to
his death from a moving train three
hours after the ceremony, think of
how envenomed friends may have
filled his weak mind with prospect
of wifely hen pecking, mother-in-la- w

interference, $20 shoes and $80
hats.

BLOOM AS THE ROSE

N OUR Sunday school days we read
of a land flowing with milk and1 honey. This conception of Pales
tine is about to be realized as a

by-prod- uct of the war. The great
factor In bringing It about is the Ir
rigation canal. In connection with ir-

rigation is to be the development of a
water power which will extract lime
nitrates, from the air, open up mines
and distribute electrio power and light
throughout the valley of the Jordan.

The waters of - the Mediterranean,

(supply of water can be drawn from
the Mediterranean into the country,
while the force of its tfurrent can be
converted into electric power.

It is estimated that the project will
cost 160,000,000 and that it will be a
profitable investment. The tunnel
will be 37 miles long. It will run from
east to west and pass underneath Je-

rusalem. The tunnel proper will ex-

tend from the Mediterranean to the
western slopes at the lower end of
th Jordan valley. From this point
the water is to be conveyed in pipes
to the level of the Dead sea.

The water brought from the Med-
iterranean will naturally be salt. The
salt will be extracted by evaporation,
thus adding another to
the development of the region.

Between the Mediterranean and the
level of the Dead sea the difference
in elevation is 1367 feet, making it
possible to develop a very large horse-
power.

Incidental to the reclamation of the
valley of the Jordan, it may be pos-

sible to extend operations to the plains
of Sharon, making the rose of Sharon
more than a mere figure of speech.

From the time of David many prim-
itive attempts at irrigation have been
made in Palestine. Tlu-s- canals and
wells will be incorporated in the new
system.

Soil and climatic conditions of the
Holy Land are favorable to Wie sup-

port of a large population, and this
will come when the water is put on
the land.

NEW PENSION
LEGISLATION

By Carl Smith. Washington Staff
Correspondent of The Journal.

Washington, Jan. 19. Having re-
gained its breath by the holiday recess,
the house of representatives signalized
the first day of Its January labors by
passing a bill which adds $65,000,000 to

" '"'Jyr .

This bill is one increasing ' the rates
of pension for veterans of the Civil war
and their widows. Some of the house
leaders, notably James R. Mann, until
recently the Republican floor leader,
were against it. and raised their pledges
of economy against it, but the advocates
of the measure found no difficulty In se-

curing the two thirds vote necessary to
suspend the rules and pass it.

Increased cost of living, which has
pinched the purchasing power of pen-
sion money, was declared to make the
measure a matter of urgency, partlcu

as advancing age has made most j
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an attendant, the rate is $72. Widows
who became the wives of veterans be-
fore" June 27. 1915, are to be paid J30 a
month, including those who may have
remarried and again lost their husbands
either by death or divorce without fault
of the wife. Widows are also to receive
$6 per month for each dependent child
under 16 years of age born of a union
with a veteran of the war.

The committee on invalid pensions.
Fuller of Illinois, chairman, which re-
ported the bill, estimated the additional
expenditure the first year at $65,000,000,
but growing less with the depletion of
the ranks as the veterans answer the
last roll call. Figures are given of the
following pensioners of the Civil war as
of June 30, 1919 :

Survivors, 271,391 ; widows, 293,244 ;

dependent parents, 206 ; nurses, 129, and
minor children, 6836.

The bill now goes to the senate, where
an effort will be made to secure consid-
eration for it at an early date. Just
before adjournment for the holidays
congress passed an act for Increased
benefits under the war risk law for vet-
erans of the great world war, whifh it
Is estimated will add about $70,000,000
to the year's expense bill. The two
measures together add approximately
$135,000,000 to the estimates submittedby the departments.

"Wrhat a grateful government does for
thes old veterans must be done soon in
order that they may receive the bene-
fit while they Hye." said the committeereport. "It is perhaps proper to say
that the provisions of this bill were
unanimously indorsed with ereat An.
thusiasm by the members of the GrandArmy of the Republic at their nationalencampment at Columbus, and have beenindorsed by many of the local camps
uuuuguuui me country.

Real Courting, It Seems, Has
Become a Lost Art

"Uncle Joe" Cannon In Washington Star
Courting? Why, bless you heart, theyoung fellows of today do not know the

meaning of that word! When a young
man would walk five or even 10 miles
tnrough the snow or rain or mud, freeze
his ears and fingers, and face the danger of wildcats, to see his girl and
that, too. in the general living-roo- m

with the family he was entitled to ad
mit that he was courting.

And that was the rule, not the excep
tion. The young fellows would start
out Sunday afternoon to see their sweet-
hearts, and. no weather was too bad to
keep them at home. It might be too
cold or too muddy to take out a horse,
but in that case be would go on foot,
nnd he would go through as much hard-
ship to see his girl as did the knights of
oia to rescue rair maidens in castles
bold.- -

But It was his devotion, his courting;
and when he won that girl he stuck to
her through thick and thin, through
good report and evil report, obeying the
scriptural Injunction that what God has
joined together no man shall put asun-
der. ,

There were no marriages of, conven-
ience and few hasty marriages then.
The courting was long and there were
no divorces to follow, The young peo-
ple might meet often at the singing
school or the dance or the husking bee,
but these did not take the place of regu-
lar Vcourting." ,

The courting waa on Sunday night,
and the young man went religiously to
see his girl and remained until mid-
night with the object of his affection,
even though the father and mother and
younger children were present to share
in the visit. When he went home, either
through the storm or under the bright
starlight, he walked the earth as a
conqueror, for he had been in the pres
ence that to him represented the real

on an equality. But in the name of I select proper representatives from that
conscience, how can he. with much less portion of the public interested contlnu-salar- y.

as is usually the case,-no- t the i ously in the building Industry, there la
case cited above? no doubt their presence would be wel- -

I and their counsel givenOh. if men of influence before the come. riht. now

which people are spending all they
have and mortgaging the future in a
frantic effor. to outdo their neigh-
bors in personal adornment and use-
less waae of money should be aban-
doned.

Forty-fiv- e thousand letters from
Collector Miller's office were mailed
up to Saturday night, calling upon
people in Oregon to pay their in-

come tax. The first payment of the
1919 tax la now due, and must be
paid by March 15, or the delinquent
be subject to heavy penalties. We
had the war. we must now pay for.it.

PORTLAND TO BAGDAD

1 1 AIRMAN LANCASTER of the Ore

C gon commission on Armenian re-

lief has a big thought in his con-
ception of dispatching aid on a

ship across the Pacific a d In-

dian oceans to the head of the Persian
gulf, there to connect with the Const-

antinople-Bagdad railroad. Not only
would this be the most direct route
but it would call attention to Port-
land's situation as a world port.

The plan looks to be altogether
feasible. It was announced a few
days ago that the last link in the
Constantinople-Bagda- d railroad would
soon be completed. This railroad was
to have been an important agency in
the German dream of world control.

The system is to cover Asia Minor,
Mesopotamia, Syria and the Red sea
coast to Mecca. It will be one of
the longest railway systems in the
world, the main through route from
Constantinople to the Persian gulf
being more than 1800 miles in dis-
tance.

Train service between Bagdad and
the Persian gulf is soon to be opened.
This leaves to be constructed a 300-mi- le

stretch northeast of Bagdad.
This will soon be completed, a; the
British, who took over the construc-
tion as soon the world war began,
are now said to be progressing at the
rate of 14 miles a day.

In prewar days talk about the Bag
dad railroad did not have any special
interest to us of the Pacific coast,
but subsequent developments show
that we have a great inlerest. jjst
as the war has demonstrated in many
other ways our intimate realtion to
the old world.

The "nigger in the woodpile" must
take a back seat. Wine in the wood
pile was the ingenious substitution
by a son of sunny Italy in Portland.
Any thirsty individual will confirm
the assertion that both the nigger
and the wine couldn't remain silently
in the same heap of cordwood. .

THE PEOPLE'S CONSENT

STORIA'S 7.eal for port develop

A ment brought about the exercise
of unusual legislative privilege.
It caused the Oregon legislature

to pass to the governor for his sig
nature a measure permitting a port
commission to bond the port up to 15
per cent of the assessed valuation
without submitting any bonding pro
posal to the vote of the people.

For the Port of Astoria such a bill
probably wouldn't s$em to open the
way to the use of unwarranted au
thority by the port commission or
the imposition of an unduly stagger
ing burden of public debt. The Port
of Astoria's assessed valuation is $30,-
000,000, and the debt authorized under
the proposed 15 per cent limitation
could not exceed $4,500,000. But on
the same basis, the bonded debt of the
Port of Portland could be made to
approximate something like $.V),000.'
000. It is perfectly obvious that the
people of Portland would- - never de
sire any commission to have author-
ity to incur so great a debt without
asking for their voted approval. Con-
sequently 1 Is not to be wondered
at that when It was fOund the hill
at the special legislative session In-
cluded. Portland there was instant
scurrying to get It back for Wrec--

courthouse a wild duck they had found
near a frozen pond. It was unable to
fly. We kept it two weeks and then
liberated It at Guild lake. On the same
day a woman brought to us a little dog
whose hind legs were paralyzed. A

boy had thrown it from a bridge
to the frozen ground, 40 feet below. We
had to put It out o' its mlsefy. One
mother, through lack of home 'training.
Is bringing up a boy who will In all
probability be a criminal. The other
mothers are bringing up their boys to
have respect for the rights of others and
to be merciful. Which of these boys
would you select as a husband for your
daughter? .

"We were at Nome seven years. My
husband served two. terms as postmas
ter. We used to take In gold dust in
payment for money orders. At times
Frank has had over $1,000,000 in dust:
and money In his safe.

"I learned up there to realize that It

isn't what you once were or what your
people are, that counts. It is what you
yourself are. You can't always tell by a
man's clothes nor t'-.- e job he is working
at, how high he will climb. For exam-
ple, my husband went to school at Cork.
Ireland, to a young teacher named Wil-

liam Sproule. The next he heard of his
teacher was that he was In San Fran-
cisco working In the Southern Pacific
freight shed, hustling freight. He was
working under the name of William
Barry. He had energy and ability and
he began going up. He soon resumed
his real name, William Sproule. Today
he is president of the Southern Pacific
railroad and undoubtedly receiving a
very satisfactory salary- He has proved
that here in the United States the sky
is the limit.' if a man has faith in him
self, courage, energy, ability and stlcK- -

toitlveness."

on the ground that the representative
of the public would cover a wider field
than the association and the council,
whose activities are confined to build-
ing construction. Rt If these several
quasi-publi- c organizations, or any Others,
acceptable to the building public might

i wish to enter Into some such plan and

equal consideration in air mutual mat
ters. For there seems to be no attempt
being made to do other than the fair
thing for all concerned so far as it Is
possible to ascertain what the fair thing
is to the building public, the building
contractor and to the building mechanic
and laborer.

It might be worth while to try out this
loom tha troth" ahniit

R otner matteri, of pumic
concern. a. k. nuunsuiM.

Secretary General Building Contrac-
tors' Association.,

The Strength of Millions
Krom the Drsrborn Independent find. 1

The United States wilt have no stand-
ing army, as militarism knows such an
army. Secretary Baker has suggested
a total force of 578,000 men, while the
house committee on military affairs
proposes a maximum of only 300,000
men. Neither force . is an army, for
within the past few years we have
counted men in millions and ammuni-
tion by thousands of tons.

But the United States still has the
army which has made it a victor or a
sharer In victory in all its wars. We
still haVe the peaceful people, lovers
of the land and the home. We still
have the determined sense of righteous-
ness which has marked every great pub-
lic movement-- We have no crushing
weight of uniforms and gold braid on
the toiling strength of the peogie. but
we still have the right to call the peace-
ful citizen to his duty.

Perhaps some lovers of show and tin-
sel would have liked to see the republic
keep afooO a few millions of soldiers.
But doubtless It Is more impressive to
see the whole armed force of this re-
public drop back from sight like a dis-
appearing gun carriage In a sea forti-
fication. The hostile fleet does not see
that gun behind the gray walls, but
the admiral and all his sailors know
that It is there.

It is sufficient for Europe to know
that the minute men of the Revolution
are still here, augmented In numbers,
of imperishable spirit. Militarist na-

tions will respect us as much, and if we
maintained a vast host they would not
so much respect as suspect.

And now that we have established
our , strength among the warring na-
tions, we have all our strength to give
to theperpetuation of peace. We have
enough soldiers to mount guard from
Maine to Manila, enough marines and
sailors for seven seas or 70. And there-
fore America can take up . with un-
divided strength her great world cam
paign Of . peace, without misunder-
standing,' without accusation of hypoc-
risy. It is a great campaign, summon-
ing us to the conquest of . militarism
everywhere by r the mighty, success ; of
mere Citizenship.' .'- -. - . .

pulled out. However he accomplished j ate It is reported Senator Banks de-o- ne

good thing. He split the party and j clared. "I would rather 10.000 guilty
elected a far better man. No. 1 says he men should escape than that one inno-i- s

a Republican "of the Abe Lincoln cent man should be put to death."
type," and that he cast his first vote j This view is not statesmanlike. It is
for him in 1864. That is me exactly. not patriotic- - It is not even humane. It
only that I voted for him first In I860' smacks rather of the sickly sentlmental-an- d

again in 1864. The party was then ; ism of pro-Hu- n pacifism It Is in line
a great and glorious party- - I stand to-- 1 with the propaganda ofradlcals. who
day, politically, exactly where I did would remove all protection afforded by
then, an Abe Lincoln Republican. The j the law and turn the criminals free. It
trouble is, the party later fell from grace
and seceded : pulled entirely away from
"Abe Lincoln Republicanism." I made!
no change. I did not secede. '

No. 1 says. "Republicanism needs a
new birth to be made over again ; throw

roff Its corruption, its impurity. Its;
selfishness.' That Is impossible! Why
so? He makes it plain In his very next
sentence: "There are lots of good men

, 'The people are drunk with extrava-- "
, Sance. Their rush to pay extortion-

ate prices for baubles helps send
prices skyward. Their willingness to
pay abnormal prices for necessities
makes it possible to lift the price
level to super-abnorm-al altitudes.
Public extravagance is aid to the' profiteer.

public would only take the matter up
In the right light and 'fight for justice
before the public, through our influential
daily papers, for the common people,
the ones who have ft) use the streetcars,
etc E. S. PIPER.

To Honor the innocent Victim
Portland. Jan. 17. To the Editor of

The Journal During discussion of the;
death penalty measure In the state sen- -

is the erroneous view that if society
cannot have exact Justice then it need
have little justice or none at all. Wise
legislator, this, who would turn 10.000
red handed murderers loose upon so-

ciety on any pretext whatever. Far bet-
ter for the public would It be that one
innocent man. suffer Injustice in behalf
of public welfare than that 10,000 mur-
derers escape Justice to prey upon the

fending civilization against the injus
tice of kultur and Bolshevism. But the
Innocent victim should In every case be
honored by the public and his family
rewarded.

REV. GEORGE H. BENNETT.

From the Builders' Standpoint
Portland, Jan. 9. To the Editor of

The Journal I note In a news Item
that Senator Plumb has proposed the
last thing in te industrial legis-
lation, namely, compulsory and equal
representation by the public, the em-
ployer and labor In all matters touching
their mutual Interests in the various
lines of activity as enumerated, and
especially as to wages.

In this connection it will be in order
to say that, without doubt, the General
Building Contractors association and
the Building Trades council of Portland
are prepared to adopt this provision of
this proposed law now, insofar aa It
applies to the business of building con-

struction.
The ' plan as proposed by George

Mason, by which the public's representa-
tion . is selected by the Ministerial as-
sociation, Knights of Columbus B'nai
B'rithvtc would probably be rejected

but public. Protection of society would bein the Republican party, they are
not running It." In closing he pays : gained at small cost. Public welfare
"The Lodge bunch needs to be cast out, j always involves waste and loss, but in-a-

the affairs of the party put Into Justice toward one man would be better
the hands of good men." Again I say. than injustice toward 10.000 criminals,
impossible! Why so? Because tmpure.! as their escape from Justice, would be.
corrupt interests and selfishness are i Moreover, the innocent sufferer would
running the party. The only remaining take rank with public benefactors, like
show for the good men of the party isj police officers, who give their lives In

to quit tagging on behind in support of protecting society against criminals,
corruption. Stay with good old "Abe' and with our soldiers slain while de--

' . . Future!. prosperity depends, upon so-
ber reflection now. The issue is
BQtiarely. up to the individual. Het

should pay his bills and shun debt
Lincoln Republicanism" and the masses

for prohibition and purity.
E. W. DURKEE.

Ragpickers and Teachers
Portland. Jan. 16. To the Editor of

The Journal In an editorial in The
Journal of January 14 It Is stated : "Rag-
pickers of New York receive $33 per
week, while teachers receive $20 or less,"
or words to that effect.

While ragpickers work probably
eight, 10, possibly 12, hours a day, six
days in the week teachers work, or
rather simply put In. say. six hours a
day, five days in the week, with better
hours and everything. To be conserva-
tive let's say the pickers work eight
hours a day, which Is 48 hours a week of
six days each, for $33. which is 684
cents an hour. Teachers put in six hours
a day for five days, which is 30 hours a
week, for $20, or 86 2- -3 cents an hoar.
Would you not rather be the teacher
than the ragpicker? I would rather
teach for these figures, considering
everything.
..There' Is a great inequality of wages
and always will be, for no one who can.
like you. for instance, will take the part
of the meek and lowly, and who more

: He should restore simplicity to his
- scheme of. life. He should demand
' actual value in return for the money

- be spends. He should turn his ener--
gies from spending production.

Reckless extravagance should cease
to be a boast. It is an economic

" crime.
Thrift week, is an opportunity for

' tha women of the country. They do
90 per cent of the nation's household

, buying. They ought to be prouder
of a bank balance than useless lux
urles ., whioh represent dissipated

' money. -

t Thrift does not mean self-deni-al, or
; niggardliness, or abandonment of the
' comforts, even the; luxuries.- - It does
, not mean that you. should be a tight

wad, denying your family the things
x they ought to have. It , means thaU

, the drunkea- - spree of extravagance in


