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of Bourbon=Orleans, Uncle of the Klng of Spam.

Prince Antoine

Accuses His

Be autiful

Daug]ater-in-LaW
and King‘ Alfonso
of Conspiri_ng to
Rob Him of His
Vast Fortune,
His nghts..
and His Lll)erty

ROME, Dec. 28,
IS Royal Highness Prince Antoine of
H Bourbon-Orleans, uncie and cousin
of the King of Spain, has revealed
to the world g story of court plots and
counter plots that sounds like an intrigue
of the Middle Ages.

The Prince's story, indeed,
is as thrilling as one of the
historical novels of Alex-
andre Dumas or as a chapter
of real history in the days of
the Borglas or at the court
of the Valols in France.

Prince Antoine, who was
deprived of his royal rank
and estates In Spaln in De-
cember, asserts that this.ac

lald conspiracy at King Al
fonso's court to obtaln pos
gession of his property In
order to pay the King's vast
debts incurred in all kinds
of debauchery and extrava-

gance, which he dared not
publicly admit.
Prince Antoine married

the Infanta Bulalia of Spain,
who came to the United
Btates as a representative
of her country at the time
of the great Columbian Ex-
position. He has long been
geparated from her. The
Infanta is the aunt of King
Alfonso and her husband is
by birth a cousin of the King
and by marriage the King's
uncle,

Prince Antoine's son,
Prince Alfonso, In 1909 mar-
ried the Princess Beatrice of
Saxe-Coburg, sister of the
beautiful Queen Marle of Ru-
mania and daughter of the
late Duke of Edinburgh,
King Edward’s brother, The
Duke inherited the German
duchy of Sake-Coburg.

Now the Princess Beatrice
is not only attractive like
her. sister, the Queen of
Rumania, but, like her, 18 & most lively and
enterprising princess. And here lies the
chief feminine {nterest of the drama, for
Prince Antoine charges that his beautiful
daughter-in-law was constantly intriguing
against him to nrge the weak King Alfonso
to rob him in order to pay his own debts,
to deprive him of his estates and liberty
and the pursnit of happiness.

And if the beautiful Princess Beatrice
was thus using her subtle influence with
King Alfonso agalnst her father-in-law,
what object could she have had except to
galn wealth and supreme power at court
fos herself? Beautiful princesses do not
exercise thelr fascinating arts upon the
King solely for the benefit of the King and
with the object ‘of paying his old debts.
The-Princess’s marriage to her husband,
by the way, was a runaway match.

In order to put the principal personages
in this romantic drama clearly before the
reader this table of “dramatis personae”
will be usefui:

King Alfonso of SBpain, an extravagant,
pleasure-loving monarch.

Queen Victoria, his English wife, who
banishes her <ousin, Princess Beatrice,
when she dlscovers her plotting.

Infanta Eulalia, aunt of the King, a

princess with modevn ideas sbout divorce
and “women's rights,”

Prince Antoine, her husband, a liberal-
minded, open-handed prince of vast wealth,
wno amuses himself away from court and
becomes a victim of Intrigue.

Prince Alfonzo, son of Infanta Eulalia
and Prince Antoine, a tool of stromger
characters,

Princess Beatrice, beautiful wife of
Prince Alfonseo, who exercises great in-
fluence over the Kinz and intrigues against
her fatherinlaw,

It was in May last that Prince Antoine's
troubles began to assume a critical phase.
He was then spummoned from Italy to

Infanta Eulalia, Aunt of the King of Splh; and Wife of
Prince Antoine, from Whom She Is Separated.

Spain by the King for his alleged misdn-
ings, and steps were taken to deprive him
of his liberty and the care of his property.
He then fled to Italy, where he has other
extensive property. He was ordered to re-
turn to Spain and refused to do so,

On November 20 last he announced that
he had become an Itallan citizen and that
he had renounced his rank as an “Infante”
or royal princa of Spain, his Spanish citi-
senship and all his privileges in Spain.

King Alfonso.retorted to this defiance
with an official order on December 1 de-
priving the Prince of his royal rank and
privileges in Bpain,

Then the Prince Antoine came out with
an astonishingly frank statement in the
leading Italian newspaper, thé Glornale
d'Ttalla, In which he charged a villanous
plot against him.

“The real object of the successlve acts
agalnst me by the King of Spain,” sald the
Prince, “was that the court wanted to take
possession of my fortune in order to pay
heavy debts.

“l have been accused of prodigallty 1
think they should ask my nephew, the King
of Spain, {f the 40,000,000 pesstas (about
$8,000,000) he takes yearly as his civil list
is too little to satisfy the debts he makes.

The Premier of Spain, a frlend of mine,-

might speak ﬁz this subject about hlis
credits to the King amounting to 30,000,000
pesetas (about $6,000,000).”

The Prince then made the astonishing
charge that his daughterin-law, Princess
Beatrice, sister of the Queen of Rumania,
was back of the plot,

“l was watched constantly,” he says, “and

Intercepted correspondence prevented me

from withdrawing money from banks.
King Alfonso’s promises were not fulfilled,
and my convictions were confirmed that
Bpanish officials were playing a comedy.
The real object was that the court wanted
to take possession of my fortune in order
to pay heavy debtas

Orleans, Who
Makes the
Surprising

Accusations
Against
King Alfonso.

-

“They forced me to sign a power of at-
torney, but I escaped from Spain in time
and checked theilr manoeuvres. My inter
diction was granied at the request of my
children, instizated by my daughter-in-law,
Princess Beatrice. _ You certainly know
what her conduct has been in the Spanish
court. The scandal reached such a point
that when the Queen of Spaln returned to
Madrid [Princess Beatrice was invited to go
abroad. In matters of that sort journeys
abroad are still in vogue in the Spanish
court,

“Senator Ortega succeeded in having a
court administrator named in France for

my property, from which he received large-

sums which were never accounted for, He
then came to Italy with an order from King
Alfongo to withdraw sums due me, and to
carry them in the diplomatie pouch to
Spain. The Itallan court, however, did not
recognize the validity of the order.

“Last May I was informed that a decree
was published by the King of Spaln inter-
dictlng me, and was told that Alfonso
wished me to go to Madrid, which I did, ac-
companied by two_Spanizh officers.

“Alfonso immediately summoned me and
began to inquire about my health. It had
even been said that I was smoking oplum
and using morphine. This is all nonsense,
bacause [ naver trled to find any artificlal
paradises. To my remonsirances against
the decree Alfonso promised to arrangs
things as soon as reports could be received
from Italy. In the meantime a man named
Ortega Morelon was appointed my custo-
dian.”

Prince Antoine gave a thrilllng account
of how he escaped from the clutches of
King Alfonso’s agents. In company with
a magistrate named Carrigas appointed
by the King to watch him, he attended
a bull fight in the afternoon of-September
7 at'Seville and in the evening went to
the theatre in the same company.

“After this,” said the Prince, “I pr&
tended to retire to my room, slipped out
at three o'clock in the morning, jumped
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Prince Antoine of Bourbon-

s Accusations Against His Own Daughter-in-Law, King
Felnes Antaine gAlfcmum and Other Members of the
Spanish Court Read Like Some Mediae-
val Story of Intrigue in the Days of the
Borgias, So Vividly Recalled by This
{Famous Picture, “A Poisoned Glass of

Wine with the Borgias,” by

John Collier, R. A.

Queen Victoria of Spain, Who Banished Her

Coysin, Princess

into a waiting motor car and was whisked
across the Portuguese frontier. At Lisbon,
m- old friend Albornoz, posing as a motion
picture impresgrio, took me as his valet
and secured berths on & Dutch steamship
for Italy.”

“What have you to say to the statement
that you have given away a priceless
family necklace?” ssked the interviewer
boldly.

“QOh,” said the Prince, “Fcan explain that
simply. That was the necklace of 218
pearis which belonged to my ancestor,
King Louis Philippe’s grandmother- Of
the pearls, 109 passed to me by inheri-
tance. I used to lend them to my lady
companion for her personal adornment
with the understanding she would put
them back in the family safe. When we
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Beatrice from Court,
According to Prince Antoine’s Story.

finally parted four
years &go, I saw the
case in the safe and I
belleved the pearls
were there. This Sum-

mer I opened the case
and, behold, the pearls
were gone!"”

Prince Antoine's (n-
gsinuation that King Al-
fonso of Spain has ob-
talned $6,000,000 from
public funds for his
personal extravagances
has raised a storm in
Bpain, It has long been
known that he had =
habit of running- after
nearly every pretty face
-he saw, and that his ex-
penditures wers In-
ordinate.

But the statement that he has been
deeply under the influence of his cousin’s
pretty English wife, Princeass Beatrice, has
caused the greatest commotion of all
How does his wife, Queen Victoria, regard
the influence of this Princess? It happens
that the Princess Beatrice is the first
cousin of Queen Vicgtoria.

it is known that Queen Victoria has
lately been seriously displessed with King
Alfonso and that she omitted to sccom-
pany him on a recent visit to Paris, where
he found no difficulty in amusing himself
without her.

In connection with the startling charges
of Prince Antoine sgainst King Alfonsa
must be taken in comslderation the pecu
liar record of the Prince. For about twen-
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The Princess Beatrice, the English Daughter.in-Law of
Prince Antoine, Who Accuses Her of Conspir-
ing with King Alfonso to Deprive Him
of His Fortune and His Liberty.

ty years he has been noted in Paris and
other places for his extravagances and
disgipations.

Indeed, it is reported that instead of
having escaped from King Alfonso, as he
dsserts, he has really been kidnapped by
a coterfe of adventurers of both sexes,
who hold him (n their power and are liv-
ing on his immense fortune.

His wife, the Infanta Eulalia, who has
been separated from him for twelve years,
hasg complalined bhitterly of his conduct.

“My husband lives to-day with another
woman,” she sald recently to a corre-
spondent, “in a house in Paris within a
few yards of where I am living. We can-
not be divorced, because there is no dl-
vorce in Spain.”

The Infanta i{s a woman of more ad-
vanced ideas than ars customary in royal
families. BShe published a pecullar book
entitled "The Thread of Life,” in which she
asserted the right of every woman to ob-
taln a divo when she could not agrees
with her husband. King Alfonso, as an of-
ficla] representative of established religion,
would pot permlit such a view to be ad-
vanced by a meémber of his famil¥ draw-
ing her income from the royal revenues.

The King ordered hls aunt to retract her
views and cease to publish hooks on pain
of being cut off from the rayal family. 8he
refused at first and her fncome was in fact
stopped. After six months she cime to.an

agreemént with the King and agreed 1o

withdraw her book from circulation. Her
fncoms, of which she was greatly in nud.
was thon resumed.




