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Colonel E. Hofer Has Canvas

; Which May Be Original of Fa-

mous Artist of 16th Century.

Portland' growing; importance as
an art center has been enhanced of
late by the conviction on the part of
Colonel E. Hofer of Salem that he
possesses an . original "Madonna,"
painted by Saseoferrato, an Italian
artist of the Florentine school, who
lived from 1605 to 1685. This painti-
ng", considered remarkable for Its
composition and coloring;, was ex-

hibited by Colonel Hofer at the Art
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The two victorious debating teams of the Oregon Agricultural college.
Above, left to right W. P. Black, affirmative; Ted Landes, negative. lie-lo- w

Harold Readen, affirmative; Carl Emmett, negative.SI 'W ' rTaV,w v 1 J 1!

LURE OF HIGH SAURY

IN OTHER SCHOOLS IS

THREATENING 0. A. C.

Funds Are Deficient to Meet Ad-

ditional Costs and Unprece-

dented Enrollment This Term

, museum during the holidays.
During-- the period of exhibition the

owner had it Insured for 110,000 against
possible damage or theft.

' GEE AT AGE ATTESTED
t Its gTeat age Is attested by the pic- -.

ture itself,' showing where the canvas
. has been patched and where age hast ' eaten fine needle holes through the pig-- .

v merit, but not affecting the composition,
' which la in a perfect state of preserva-

tion, bat mellowed and ripened by two
and a half centuries of time. The fig-
ure of the Madonna is life size, a bust
on a deep Inrislble blue background,
the head shrouded In a creamy whfte
scarf and the shoulders swarthed In a
deep ultramarine wrap. Compared with
photographs of all the most famous
Madonnas, this picture gains In purity

V and sweetness of expression over the
... ' works of all the masters.

' Reproductions of photographs of the
'

two Saasoferrato originals in the Na- -.

tlonal gallery. London, compared with
. the one brought from Europe recently,

Indicate that all are by the same hand.
One ol! the National gallery pictures Is
known as the blue Madonna that with-- .
out the child. The pictures undoubtedly

.disclose Identity of the artist and model,
- the Oregon picture probably being the

oldett!
' PROOF IS LACKING

'Colonel Hofer admits that absolute
,.. proof that the painting is an original

Is- - lacking, as in many instances of
acknowledged great works of art ; but
In the opinion of prominent collectors

- and' Judges of antiques in Great Britain
I

' It Is believed to be an original, and even
, they were surprised at the identity dia- -'

.,' closed after seeing camera copies of the
two Saseoferrato Madonnas in London.
David Gray Of Inverness, Scotland,

1 himself . owner of originals from the
Florentine School, and who was trying
to buy the picture, declares It to be un-
doubtedly an original, as well estab-v- k,

tlshed as most such works of art.
The painting was one of a collection

, of 16 canvases sold to an antique dealer
during" the war and probably was taken
across the channel to Inverness by a

, refugee family from the Netherlands,
' ; Invaded by German forces who ravaged

the old bomes and destroyed art collec-- (
tlons, that had been gathered for gen-- ,

'erations.
XlfBIGff FIXD8 IT

This Madonna was discovered and
. brought to Oregon by Ensign Lawrence
T. Hofer, serving with the minelaylng
division. U. a navy, base 18, with head-
quarters at Inverness, a metropolis of

. culture for the Scotch highlands, where
- wealthy families for centuries have

rivaled Edinburg and other art centers
"With their collections. Some of the

greatest art treasures have been ed

in this city and the castles of
the highlands, directly across the chan-
nel, from the Netherlands, so rich In
production of masterpieces and great
galleriea

Little Is known of Salvi of Sasso-ffrrat- o,

but his paintings have been
I collected and are preserved In the vll-le- ge

of Saseoferrato, his fame aa an
artist having swallowed that of the
community where he lived and worked.
But-- few of his paintings are owned
outside his home city, where they are
the objective of tourist pilgrimages from' all over the world. He was of the
Florentine school and was the subject

MAINTENANCE COS!

GRAVE PROBLEM UP

TO 0. A. C. REGENTS

Special Legislative Session Said

to Be Without Power to Re-

lieve Situation.

Oregon AgricultuVal College, Cor-valll- s.

Jan. 10. How to meet advanced
maintenance coat due to the heaviest
influx of students In the history of the
Institution is the unsolved problem be-
fore the board of regents. The present
situation is considered by members of

the board as being perhaps the most
serious in the history of the Institution.
Immediate relief is out of question, it
is stated, as a special session of the
legislature because of the tax limita
tion amendment is without power to
grant it Any action in me way or
assistance must come from the people
through popular vote and this Involves
delay.

With nearly 3300 students on the
campus today and every available class-
room and laboratory over-crowde- d, the
repents consider the situation grave.
Telephone and telegraph service this
year will require an expenditure of
$6600, while In 1915 the price was $1220
Janitorial service will cost $21,900 as
compared with $11,399 In 1915. "Cost of
heating has soared from $14,90$ In 1915
to $38,000 this year. Cost of light and
power is doubled and sharp Increases
are noted, In fact. In all departments.

An Inventor has patented a simple
boiler and condenser to enable auto-
mobile owners to, get their own distilled
water at trifling cost.

IN TRIANGULAR MEET

Reed College Takes Second Place

"and University of Oregon Gains

but One Point.

Oregon Agricultural College Corval-lis- ,

Jan. 10. By unanimous decisions
over Reed college and the University of
Oregon Kriday night, 'the college debat-
ing teams won the triangular debate.
W. P. Black of Corvallis and Harold
Readen of Ontario formed the affirma-
tive team which met the Reed college
negative team. Howard Smyth and Irv-
ing Goodwin, here. Thi debate was on
the question of excluding immigration
for five years.

Untverslly of Oregon. Eugene. Jan.
10. The University of Oregon debating
teams took third place in the trinntiuhir
conetst with Heed college and the Ore-
gon Agricultural college Kriday nUlit.
winning but one ioint. The local af-

firmative team, Elmer I'endcl! of Wav-erl- y,

N V., and Kenneth Armstrong of
Portland, "lost by unanimous decision
to the O. A. C. negative team, Carl Km-m- et

of Coi-vll-is and Ted Iauies of
Mossyrock, Wash.

Effective rebuttal by Lewis Jones and
Herbert Swett gave Reed college second
place in the state debate league Friday
evening, when the Reed men scored
against Remey Cox and Ernest Crockett,
rnpresenting the I'lilvervlty of Orugon.
Reed scored its local victory by kIiow Ing
the danger of admitting foreign ngltn-tor- s

and thP Impossibility of excluding
one class of undutslrables without, ex-

cluding all. The decision was two to one..
Professor Hudson B. Huntingo of the

Reed economics department presided,
and Judges were Bishop W. T. Sumner,
Judge Wallace McCamant and Hopkln
Jenkina, principal of Jefferson hUjth
school.

Following the Reed victory, Swett and
Jones were escorted from the platform
by their fellows, and the audienco joined
in an Informal dance, awaiting results
from the Corvallis contest.

Reward Paid Baker
Police Chief; Stolen

Auto Is Recovered
Baker, Jan. 10 Chief of Police Cul-berts-

baa received a check for $S.33
as his share of the $25 reward offered
by P. J. RusHell of Meridian, Idaho,
for the recovery of a stolen car here
two weeks ago. I. J. Hale, local garitge.
man, and the rhief of police at Ontario
received equal shares. According to
the chief of police and sheriff, not one,
automobile has been taken from Baker
by thieves during the last year.

The receipt of $50 from J. P. Lott-rldg- e,

manager of the Eastern Oregon
Light 1 Power company, and a similar
amount from W. J. Burke, local lun-dryma- n,

has been acknowledged by
Frank H. tlrabner, chief of the flru dtv
partment. The money was In the form
of gifts in recognition of services and
has been added to the firemen's relief
fund.
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many Madonnas without the usual ac-

cessories of the Divine Mother of our
Savior. In some the child is swaddled
almost out of sight, and in most of them
it Is sleeping and later he painted his
most beautiful pictures without the
child, omitting the halo, kneeling fig-
ures of popes, attendant angels and
cherubs, so often used to surround the
mother and child in the interest of re-
ligious propagauda.

"In the Madonna now in my posses-
sion," explains Colonel Hofer, "the en-

tire conception is portrayed in the face.
Its divine sweetness and perfect purity,
concentrating devotion and dedication
to her life mission of bringing a Savior
to the world, spiritual elevation and
virginal perfection, enshrining the soul
far above the traces of physical beauty,
elevating and deifying womanliness and
motherhood almost beyond the present
everyday conceptions of femlninty. The
picture grows in beauty as It is studied.
No eyes can dwell on that face without
being purified.
LIPS HOLD SECRET

"The gaze resting on ' the perfectly
modeled purity of the lips gives the Im-
pressions that they have' secrets to

Above pictures are photographic copies of known originals in London.
At left is famous "Blue Madonna." Lower picture is reproduction of
Colonel Iloier's Madonna, which, from comparison with others in group,
lie believes was painted by the same artist, with the same model posing
for all three.

Harmonious Spirit Prevailing at
Portland Plant Brings Wage
Increase, Shorter Workday.

We are all Just children grown up,
and a great industrial concern with
hundreds of employes is no more
complex to handle than a big family,
with its little squabbles and good
times mingling together in the prob-

lems of its daily life. This is the
simple theory to which E. L. Thomp-
son, secretary and general manager
of the Portland Woolen mills, at-

tributes the contentment which per-
vades the plant. I

The Portland Woolen mills finds the
quality of its product simply a manifes-
tation of contented minds which find
ready response from willing hands to
carry on their work according to the
standards subconsciously instilled into,
the lives of those working under Ideal
conditions. "Get things right: then
keep them right," is the motto the em-

ployes carry to their tasks.
Believing that the best results are ac-

complished by individual development
Of talents, the heads of this organiza-
tion have dwelt on the independence of
the employe development of the indi
vidual. And in the development of in-

dividual .skill comes the development of
earnings.

The question of wages has never been
an insurmountable difficulty, because,
like everything else in the plan of op-

eration, there is perfect cooperation be-
tween employer and employe, resulting
in a fair "give and take" proposition.
Only recently the question of a 48 hour
week came up, where previously 51 hours
had been the working schedule. The
question was brought before the em-

ployes and a vote taken upon iL In
some cases the heads of the plant found
it necessary to urge the adoption of this
measure, piece workers fearing a reduc-
tion of their wages. It was finally
agreed upon to adopt the 48 hour sched-
ule, with all wages placed on a piece
work basis.

There has never been a strike In the
history of the company and as further
evidence of the results which the com-
pany's policy Is achieving, the labor
turnover in 1918 was less than 20 per
cent as compared with 256 per cent,
which was the average in the United
States during that year.
CLUB ORGANIZED

A feature which Mr. Thompson has
introduced into the plant and which
Is a monument to the spirit of coopera-
tion. Is the employes' clubhouse, con-

structed in 1918-1- 9 and simply "grown
up with the family." The history of
this club goes back to a time when four
or five workmen used to gather at noon
lunch dally. Now a noonday meal is
served to 300 or 400 employes In a large,
orderly, sunny room or on glassed
porches, at absolute cost. A plate luncli
is served for 15 cents which includes
helpings of meat, potato and a vege
table. Coffee is 2 cents, bread and but-
ter 3 cents. The price of a hearty lunch
averages 25 cents. The workers come
from their looms and other machines
and sit together at long white tables, in
a neat, quiet, cheerful atmosphere and
their lunch hour brings to Uiem relaxa-
tion and rest.

The clubhouse contains rooms for
both women and men. Down Btairs isf
a library, a bowling alley, a large liv-
ing room for the men and a well
equipped dressing room for the women, j

The mens clubroom is built tor com-
fort and use. Cards and billiard tables
are part of the equipment, all of which
sees hard daily usage. Clothes driers
are provided that workmen may have
warm, dry garments to don at the end
of the day.

The bowling alley, clubrooms and li-

brary are used both night and day. for
they are a part of the community life
of the membership. Kach employe is
a member of the club and holds a mem-
bership card to the Portland clubhouse.
Regulations and activities are carried
out entirely on a club plan by the em-
ployes.
ROOM FOR

The women have a large, airy room all
their own In a corner of the building up-

stairs, where they too may gather about
a big, warm fireplace, enjoy the com-
fort and daintiness of white wicker fur-
niture or dance on the smooth floor while
the phonograph plays lively music. In a
spotless white lavatory off this room
is a complete medical department for
the care of minor injuries.

Entertainments and meetings are held
from time to time in the assembly hall.
A moving picture projector is only part
of the equipment for this side of the
life. The plant has its own orchestra,
under the leadership of Elmer Smeed.

u?The Bocial and employment work Is in
charge of Miss Hammond, industrial
secretary- -

The Portland Woolen mills plant cov-
ers 5 acres of ground. Bach factory
room has windows on practically all
sides and darkness is a negative quan-
tity in the lives of the workers. Tennis
courts and gardens are a part of the
landscaping of the sloping lawns.

Behind it all lies the personality of
E. L. Thompson, whose philosophy of
life, has wrought an industrial structure
which stands defiant before radical,
destructive, revolutionary doctrines which
are threatening industry. With oppor-
tunity goes responsibility, according to
Mr. Thompson's conception, and In that
sense of responsibility to his fellow
workers he has been; able to bring into
their lives the growth of an ideal upon
which is built the contentment of the
industry.

Damages Sustained
By Fruit Trees to

BeTestedbyO.A.C
The Dalles. Jan. 10. Twigs, parts of

limbs and portions of trunks of Wasco
county fruit trees have been requested
by the Oregon Agricultural college for
determination of the exact amount of
damage done by the extremely severe
and cold weather of December. Samples
will be sent from all parts of the county
by A. W. Fhiharty,. local county agent
The data will be kept by the state for
future reference and information.

A new community building will be
erected in the near future by the mem-
bers of the Columbia grange of Tygh
valley. Kach grange member is pledged
to buy $100 worth . of stock to help
finance the structure. Officers elected
were: J. F. Hlllman. president; A. R.
Chase, rice president; George Obarr.secretary : H. M. Hoffman, conductor,
and X. Wagonblast, doorkeeper. I

was also commissioned to purchase a
Madonna for the Walpole collection,
which he did, and wrote November 6,
1742: "I must not conceal to you a
strong suspicion of the Domenicality of
your Madonna ! Not for the beauty,
for nothing can exceed it, but on my
unpacking it I found wrote on the back
'Sagsoferrato,' whose name Is not to
be found in the Abecedario Plttorlco or
in any lives of the painters that I have
seen ; but I find his name iB well known
In Florence as a famous painter of
Madonnas. N'unziato Baldoccl has one,
Marquis Corel another. Nobody can
tell me where or when he lived, but
there is a little place somewhere In Italy
called Sasuoferrato. February 18 : I
have scratched out the odious name
(Sassoferrato) on the back of the (al-
leged) Domenlchlno myself so well that
nobody can have the least suspicion, so
that on this account you may be quite
at peace." The erasure may prove this
to be the painting Horace Mann tam-
pered with, accounting for the patch-
ing.
ART IDEALS HIGHEST

Alt art critics unite in conceding to
this artist the highest, Meals In his
conception of his art. He has painted

Oregon Agricultural College, Corval-li- s,

Jan. 10 That due to Increased cost
of maintenance and to the lure of larger
salaries offered Oregon Agricultural col-

lege professors by eastern institutions,
the college is now In a critical condition,
io pointed out by President W. J. Kerr.

The unprecedented Increase in student
enrollment 86 per cent this year has
taxed the institution to the limit. While
the college now ranks second among col-
leges of its kind in the country In point
of enrollment, funds available are much
less than is provided for other Institu-
tions of this type. Standards main-
tained are as high as the highest In the
country.

An enormous increase in cost is noted
at the Institution. In 1915, J4000 was
expended for Janitorial services four
years later 122,000. The cost of heat
four years ago was $14,900. This year
It Is $39,000. Telephone and telegraph
expenses were $1220 and this year It
will be $6600. With this increase in cost
has come the enormous increase in en-

rollment.
From last June to October 96 new staff

members were employed and some in-

structors have been added since that
time. Commercial concerns are offering
Instructors In chemistry and other tech-
nical . lines as high as four times the
amount educational institutions can af-

ford to pay and consequently broad-minde- d

teachers are hard to find. East
ern Institutions with large Incomes are
offering big inducements to Oregon Agri-
cultural college professors to leave, and,
therefore the college is up against a
serious problem.

whisper about the mystery of the In-

carnation. That the painter was a stu-
dent of the works of Leonardo da Vinci,
the master of a previous century, is
evident from its likeness to that most
famous head of Christ where he is de-
picted with a sweet beardless face in
which the feminine elements of sym-
pathy and patience are emphasized by
the great Leonardo. The two thirds
length of hands folded In prayer are
almost a replica of the most beautiful
hands In the world those of Da Vinci's
Mona Lisa. The hair is the deep rusty
russet red, reflecting gold tints, but re-
pressed as far as possible from carnal
beauty. In the scarf over the head Is
a sharp catch or angle, a trick of the
artist to emphasize and bring out the
perfect oval of the face. Without con-
cealing the Jewish origin of the mother
of the Savior, the racial trait Is merged
In the perfect contour and spiritualized
expression, adding to its beauty.

'The model was not a woman from
the peasant class, nor from-th- nobility,
as was the common practice of many
great painters, but a pure type selected
for the single purpose of expressing
moat perfectly the Madonna ideal. The
greatest achievement of the artist is in
minimizing the sensuous. The shoul-
ders disappear, or as it is expressed in
the jargon of the movies, they are faded
out in the deep blues of the wrappings
and the background. The bust is elimi-
nated, and the only suggestion of the
flesh Is in the faintest depression just
below where what we call the Adam's
apple appears, and in the anatomy of
the studio, the sacred index of mother-
hood. There is utter failure of words
to convey the subtle charm of this
painting, probably the only original by
a master of the Florentine school on the
Pacific coast. Its influence upon the
understanding beholder reaches into
eternity, and the vision will be carried
in the heart and soul to the end of
time, beyond the boundaries of this
troublesome life on earth."

Wife's Property Is
Sold to Pay Bail of
Missing Foster Son

WaHa Walla, Wash.. Jan. 10. Henry
Strohm is selling - his wife's property
here to pay H. W. Brooks, a local attor-
ney, $500 forfeited when his foster-so- n
was not brought Into court at the ap-
pointed time to answer a burglary
charge.

The son. 1$ years old, confessed to
robbing a local store on Christmas night.
The mother, it 4s said, worked on Brooks'
sympathies and he procured the required
cash bail. The mother and son departed
for parts unknown, leaving a love note
to Strohm, the husband and foster-pare- n.
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Hepplewkite Model

RegularModels, priced from
1 $85 to $365. Console Art

Models, $325 to $600.

HEMEY

of discussion in fthe Horace Walpola
letters, where a curious reference is

". made to him in the Doran edition.
"WOJIAJf IK CASE 0

Mrs, Horace Walpole, a stout lady of
some years, had become Infatuated with
an Italian tenor and pursued him to his
home city of Florence. To keep tab on
her, the then premier of England, who
had fish of his own to fry. sent his
personal friend, Horace Mann, to be

j ' resident ambassador of the Florentine
republic and, incidentally, to keep an

r eye on Mm. Walpole and report her ln- -.

discretions to the husband at home. He

'
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treat sfoar-zz-it

tnd the
family to the

Hie Pride of a Craftsman
in a Work of Art

EACH Cheney cabinet, fashioned
design, and interpreting

the finest in the wonderful furniture
of Old England, is a masterpiece.

The finest furniture craftsmen in the cotm'
try make thr" they are artists. As a
result, each joining is oerfect, the inlay
work is unsurpassed in the finest examples
ofEuropean cxaftsmanship. There is noth"
ing finer in farnittire than Cheney cabinets.

But within Cheney cabinets lies the real
beauty. A series of acoustic inventions
never before applied to tone reproduction
give The Cheney tones of unrivalled rich'
ness and purity.

The tone picture which it paints is a per'
feet replica of the origtnaL Best of aO,
your Cheney contra ntb mhanrm in value,
for

"The Icn&r You Flay It
The Sweeter It Grow"

"A-

1'-
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X-R- ay View of tKe Cheney
Acnrot& seme of the exclusive Cheney btmm-tkm- s

which adapt lite acoustic principle of
the violin Jnd pipe, or&an to tone reproduc-
tion. These Cheney improvement arm pro-
tected by basic potent.

CHENEY TALKING MACHINE COMPANY
represented byfrsmnce of fresh

coffee by servina- G. Fl . Johnson Piano Clo.mm st.

OREGON DEALERS
Loals tertager. Baker
FUbcr-Brode- n Co Albasy
W. U. Bokneakamp Co La Grand
TTarrea Skip Co Corrallls

Ccldeo West Vacuum Packed Coffee. i t
14$ BTTCTIT STBEET,


