" 1| Which May Be Original of Fa-|
1 mous Artist of 16th Century.|
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MADONNA OF

FLORENTINE ART

.lfolouol E. Hofer Has Canvas

f

! Portland's growing importance as

lll art center has been enhanced of
by the conviction on the part of

lonel E. Hofer of Balem that he
possesses an _original “"Madonna,”
phinted by Bassoferrato, an Italian
artist of the Florentine school, who
lived from 16006 to 1685. This paint-
Ang. considered remarkable for its
@omposition and coloring, was ex-
hibited by Colonel Hofer at the Art
museum during the holidays

'‘Puring the period of exhibition the
owner had it insured for $10,000 against
~possible damage or theft.
GREAT AGE ATTESTED

. Its great age is attested by the ple-
tures . itself, showing where the canvas
been patched and where age has
fine needle holes through the pig-
ment, but not affecting the composition,
which s in a perfect state of preserva-

' tlon, but mellowed and ripened hy two

and a half centurles of time. The fig-
ure of the Madonna is life slze, a bust
on a deep Invisible blue background,
the head ghrouded in & creamy white
and the shoulders swarthed In a
ep ultramarine wrap, Compared with
ographs of all the most famous
adonnas, this picture gains in purity
and sweetneass of expreasion over the
" works of all the masters.
‘Reproductions of photographs of the
M Sassoferrato originals in the Na-
tlonal gallery, London, compared with
m- brought from Europe recently.
that all are by the same hand.
the Natlonal gallery plctures |s
as the blue Madonna—that with-

. ~ put the child. The pictures undoubtedly

identity of the artist and modal,

g Oregon plcture probably being the
oldest.

",_ EROOF I8 LACKING

‘'Colopel Hofer admits that absolute
that the painting is an original
< Jacking, as in many instances of
ledged great works of art; but

'h the opinion of prominent collectors

and
18

judges of antiques In Great Britain
to be an original, and even
wera surprised at the identity dis-
C after seelng camera coples of the
9" Bassoferrato Madonnas in London.
vid ° Gray of Inverness, Scotland,
the
ntine school, and who was tryving
‘buy the plcture, declares It to be un-
ubtedly an original, as well estab-
ed as most such works of art,
painting was one of a collection
canvases sold to an antique dealer
during the war and probably was taken
the channel to Inverness by a
family from the Netherlands,
" fnvdded by German forces who ravaged
the old homes and destroyed art collec-
- tions; that had been gathered for gen-
. erations,
ENBIGK FINDS IT

- This Madonna was dlscovered and

~brought to Oregon by Ensign Lawrence

¥. Hofer, serving with the minelaying

on, U. 8 navy, base 18, with head-
qQuarters at Inverness, a metropolls of
oulture for the Scotch highlands, where
wealthy familles for centuries have
rivaled Edinburg and other art centers
with their collections. Some of the
greatest art treasures have been un-
earthed in this city and the castles of
the highlands, directly across the chan-
nel from the Netherlands, so rich In
production of masterpieces and great
galleries.

Little is known of Salvi of Sasso-
ferrato, but his paintings have been
collected and are preserved in the vil-
lage of BSassoferrato, his fame as an
artist having swallowed that of the |
eommunity where he lived nund worked.
But few of his paintings nre owned
outside hip home city, where they are
the ohjestive of tourist pilgrimages from
He was of the
Florentine achool and was the subject
of discussion in rthe Iforace Walpole

where a curious reference |a
made to him in the Doran edition.
WOMAN IN CASE ’

Mrs. Horace Walpole, a stout lady of
some years, had become Infatuated with
an Italian tenor and pursued him to his
home city of Florence. To keep tab on
her, the then premier of England, who
bhad fish of his own to fry, sent his
personal friend, Horace Mann, to be

ent ambaszador of the Florentine
blle and, Incidentally, to keep an
#¥e on Mri. Walpole and report her In-
_ discretions to the husband at home. He

e R

Colonel Hofer's

for all three.

Above pictures are pholographic copies of known originals in London.
At left is famous *“Blue Madonna.”

Lower piclure is reproduection of

Madonna, which, from comparison with others in group,
hie believes was painted by the same artist, with the same model posing

wis also commissloned to purchase a

Madonuna for the Walpole collection,
which he did, and wrote November 6,
1742 “I must not conceal to you a

strong susplcion of the Domenicality of
vour Madonna! Not for

| for

nothlng can exceed |t
unpacking it I found wrote on the back
‘Bassoferrato,” whosge name
be found in the Abecedario Pittorico or
in any lives of the painters that I have
seen; but I find his name |8 well known
in Florence as a famous painter of
Madonnas, Nunziato Baldoocl has one,
Marquis Corsl another Nobody ean
tell me where or when he llved, but
there 12 a little place somewhera in Ttaly
called Sassoferrato. Fuobruary 18: 1
have secratched out the odlous name
(Sas=soferrato) on the back of the (al-
leged) Domenlichino myself so well thal
nobody can have the least suspicion, so
that on this account you may be quite
at peace.” The ernsure may prove this
to be the painting Horace Mann tam-
}'mred with, accounting for the patch-
neg.
ART IDEALS HIGHEST

All art critics unite in conceding to

this artist the highest ideals in his
conception of his art. He has painted

the beauty, |
but en my |

I8 not to|

| sion,”

many Madonnas without the usual ae-
cessorles of the Divine Mother of our
Savior, In szome the child is swaddled

almost out of sight, and in most of them
it is sleeplng and later he painted hils
most beautiful pictures without the
child, omitting the halo, kneeling fig-
ures of popes, attendant angels and
cherubs, so often used to surround the
mother and child in the interest of re-
ligious propagauda.

“In the Madonna now in my posses-
explains Colonel Hofer, “the en-
tire conception is portraved in the face.
Its divine saweetness and perfect purity,
concentrating devotion and dedication
to her life mission of bringing a Savior
to the world, spiritual elevation and
virginal perfection, enshrining the soul
far above the traces of physical beauty,
elevating and delfying womanliness and
motherhood almost beyond the present
everyday econceptions of femininty. The
picture grows In beauty as it is studied,
No eyes can dwell on that face without
being purified.

LIPS HOLD SBECRET

“The gaze resting on the perfectly
modeled purity of the lips gives the im-
presslons that they have secrets to

LURE OF HIGH SALARY
INOTHER SCHOOLS 15
THREATENING 0. A. €.

Funds Are Deficient to Meet Ad-

ditional Costs and Unprece-
dented Enrollment This Term

Oregon Agricultural College, Corval-
lis, Jan. 10.—That due to increased cost

4 of maintenance and to the lure of larger

salaries offered Oregon Agricultural col-
lege professors by eastern institutions,
the college I8 now in a critical condition,
is pointed out by President W. J. Kerr.

The unprecedented increase in student
enrollmment—86 per cent this year—has
taxed the Institution to the llmit. While
the college now ranks second among col-
leges of Its kind in the country in point
of enrollment, funds available are much
less than i{s provided for other institu-
tlons of this type. Standards main-
tained are as high as the highest in the
country.

An enormous increase in cost i= noted
at the Institution. In 1915, $4000 was
expended for janitorlal services—four
vears lIater $22,000. The cost of heat
four years ago was $14,800. This year
it is $39,000. Telephone and telegraph
expenses were $1220 and this year It
will be $6600. With this Increase in cost
has come the enormous increase in en-
roliment.

From last June to October 9§ new staff
members were smployed and some in-
structors have been added since that
time, Commercial eoncerns are offering
instructors In chemlietry and other tech-
nical lines as high as four times the
amount educational Institutions can af-
ford to pay and consequently broad-
minded teachers are hard to find. East-
ern Institutions with large incomes are
offering blg inducements Lo Oregon Agri-
cultural college professors to leave, and,
therefore the cnllege I8 up against a
serious problem.

whisper about the myvstery of the In-
carnation. That the painter was a stu-
dent of the works of Leonardo da Vinei,
the master of a previous century, is
evident from {ts llkeness to that most
famous head of Christ where he is de-
picted with a sweet beardless face in
which the feminine elements of sym-
pathy and patlence are emphasized by
the great Leonardo. The two thirds
length of hands folded in prayer are
almost a replica of the most beautiful
hands in the world—those of Da Vinei's
Mona Lisa. The halr {8 the deep rusty
russet red, reflecting gold tints, but re-
preszed as far as possibie from carnal
beauty. In the scarf over the head is
a sharp catch or angle, a trick of tha
artist to emphaslze and bring out the
perfect oval of the faca. Wlithout con-
canling the Jewlsh origin of the mother
of the Savlor, the raclal trait Is merged
In the perfect contour and spiritualized
expreasion, adding to its beauty.

‘The model was not a woman from
the pearant class, nor from the nobility,
as was the common practice of many
great painters, but a pure type selected
for the single purpose of expreasing
mogat perfectly the Madonna {deal. The
greatest achievement of the artist is In
minimizing the sensuous. The shoul-
ders disappear, or as it 1s expressed in
the jargon of the movies. they ara faded
out in the deep blues of the wrappings
and the background. The bust is elimi-
nated, and the only suggestlon of the
flesh {8 in the faintest depression just
below whera what we call the Adam’s
apple appears, and in the anatomy of
the studio, the sacred index of mother-
hood. 'There s utter failure of words
to convey the subtle charm eof this
painting, probably the only original by
a master of the Florentine school on the

Paclific coast. Its influence upon the
understanding beholder reaches into
eternity, and the vislon will be carried

in the heart and soul to the end of
time, beyond the boundaries of this
troublesome life on earth.”

Wife's Property Is
Sold to Pay Bail of
Missing Foster Son

Walla Walla, Wash., Jan. 10.—Henry
Strohm is selling -his wife's property
here to pay H. W. Brooks, a local attor-
ney, $500 forfeited when his foster-son
was not brought into court at the ap-
pointed time to answer a burglary
charge.

The son, 16 years old, confessed to
robbing a local store on Christmas night.
The mother, it is sald. worked on Brooks'
sympathies and he procured the required
cash bail. The mother and son departed
for parts unknown, leaving a love note

Strohm, the husband and foster-

BRINGS CONTENT
AT WOOLEN MILLS;

Harmonious Spirit Prevailing at
Portland Plant Brings Wage
Increase, Shorter Workday.

We are all just children grown up,
and a great industrial concern with
hundreds of employes is no more
complex to handle than a big family,
with its little squabbles and good
times mingling together in the prob-

lems of its daily life. This is the
gimple theory to which E. L. Thomp-
son, secretary and general manager
of the Portland Woolen mills, at-

tributes the contentment which per-
vades the plant.

The Portland Woolen mills finds the
quality of its product simply a manifes-
tation of contented minds which find
ready response from willing hands to
carry on their work according to the
standards subconsciously instilled into,
the llves of those working under ideal
conditions, “Get things right: then
keep them right,” is the motto the em-
ployves carry to thelr tasks.

Believing that the best results are ac-
complished by individual development
of talents, the heads of this organiza-
tion have dwelt on the independence of
the employe—development of the indi-
vidual. And in the development of in-
dividua! skill comes the development of
earninga.

The question of wages has never been
an insurmountable difficulty. hecause,
like everything else in the plan of op-
eration, there |s perfect cooperation be-
tween emplover and employe, resulting
in & falr "glve and take" proposition.
Only recently the question of a 48 hour
week came up, where previously 51 hours

had been the working schedule. The
question was brought before the em-
ployes and a vote taken upon it In

some cases the heads of the plant found
ft necessary to urge the adoption of this
measure, plece workers fearing a reduc-
tion of their wages. It was finally
agreed upon to adopt the 48 hour sched-
ule, with all wages pliced on a plece
work basls.

There has never been a strike in the
history of the company and as further
evidence of the results which the com-
pany's pollcy s achieving, the labor
turnover In 1918 was less than 20 per
cent as compared with 256 per cent,
which was the average in the United
States during that year,

CLUB ORGANIZED

A feature which Mr. Thompson has
introduced into the plant and which
is a monument to the spirit of coopera-
tion, is the employes' clubhouse, con-
structed in 1918-19 and simply “grown
up with the family,” The history of
this club goes back to a time when four
or five workmen uged to gather at noon

lunch daily, Now a noonday meal is
served to 300 or 400 employves In a large,
orderly, sunny room or on glassed
porches, at absolute cost A plate lunch |
s served for 15 cents w? HLh include:
helpings of meat, potato and g vege-
table. Coffee is 2 cents, bread and but-
ter 3 cents. The price of a hearty lunch
averages 25 cents. The workers come
from their looms and other machines
and sit together at long white tables, in
a neat, guiet, cheerful atmosphere and
their lunch hour briugs Lo tiem relaxa-
tion and rest. - '

The clubhouse contains

The men's clubroom
fort and use.
are part of the equipment, all of which

gecs hard dally usage. Clothes driers

a member of the club and holds a mem-
bership card to the Portland clubhouse.
Regulations and activitles are carried
out entirely on a club plan by the em-
ployes.
ROOM FOR WOMEN

The women have a large, airy room all
their own In a corner of the building up-
gtalrs, where they too may gather about
& big, warm fireplace, enjoy the com-
fort and daintiness of white wicker fur-
niture or dance on the smooth floor while
the phonograph plays lively music. In a
epotless white lavatory off this room
is a complete medical department for
the care of minor injuries.

Entertalnments and meetings are held

rooins for|

both woinen and men. Down stairs [8
a library, a bowling alley, a larga llv-
ing room for the men and a well

equipped dressing room for the women. |
is buillt for com- |
Cards and billiard ldhlﬂl

h:u'_‘!

are provided that workmen may
wuarm, dry garments to don at the end
of the day. ‘
The bowling alley, clubroomes and li-
brary are used both night and day, furl
they are a part of the community ufe'
of the membership. Each emplove is

from time to time in the assembly hall.
A moving picture projector is only part
of the equipment for this side of the
life, The plant has it= own archestra,
under the
The social and employment work I3 in
charge of Miss Huammond, industrial
Secretary.

The Portland Woolen mills plant cov-
ers 5% acres of ground. KEach factory
room has windows on practically all
sides and darkness is a negative quan-
tity In the lives of the workers. Tennis
courts and gardens are a part of the
landscaping of the sloping lawns,

Behind it all lies the personality of
E. L. Thompson, whoses philosophy of
life hus wrought an industrial structyre
which stands defiant before radical,
destructive, revolutionary doctrines which
are threatening industry. With oppor-
tunity goes responsibility, according to
Mr. Thompson's conception, and in that
sense of responsibility to his fellow
workers he has beeny able to bring into
their lives the growth of an ideal upon
which is built the contentment of the
industry.

Damages Sustained
By Fruit Trees to
~ BeTestedby0.A.C

The Dalles, Jan. 10.—Twigs, parts of
limbs and portions of trunks of Wasco
county fruit trees have been reguested
by the Oregon Agricultural college for
determination of the exact amount of
damage done by the extremely severe
and cold weather of December. Samples
will be sent from all parts of the county
by A. W. Fluharty, local county agent.
The data wiill be kept by the state for
future reference and information.

A new community building will be
erected in the near future by the mem-
bers of the Columbia grange of Tygh
valley. Each grange member Is pledged
to buy $100 worth of stock to help
finanoe the structure. Officers elecied

were: J. F. Hillman, president; A. R.
Chase, vice president; Goom Obarr,
secretary; H. M. Hoffman, canductor,
and M. H. |

Wagonblast. doorkeeper.

leadership of Elmer Smeed.';

The two victorious debating teams of the Oregon Agricultural college.
Above, left to right—W. P. Black,affirmative; Ted Landes, negative. Be-

low—Harold Readen,

affirmative; Carl Emmelt,

negative,

MAINTENANGE COST
GRAVE PROBLEM UP

100. A. C. REGENTS.

Special Legislative Session Said|

to Be Without Power to Re-
lieve Situation.

Cor-
advanced
the heaviest

Oregon A;.rrmulhh-m College,
Jan. 10.—How luo meet
maintenance cost due to
influx of students in
institution Is the unsclved
fore the hoard of regents

vallls,

The presant

| are noted,

tha history of the |
problemn be- | boller and

the board as being perhapes the most

serious in the history of the Institution.
Immediate rellef |s out of muestion, It
Is stated, as a speclal session of the
legislature because of the tax limita-
tion amendment {8 without power to
grant It. Any actlon in the way of
assigtance must come from the people
through popular vote and this Involves
delay.

With mnearly 3300
campus today and every avallable class-
room and iaboratory over-crowded, the
regents consider the situntion grave,
Telephone and telegraph service this
vear will require an expenditurg of
$6600, while in 1915 the price was §1220
Janitorial service will cost $21.900 as
compared with $11,389 In 1915, " Cost of
heating has soared from 314,908 In 1815
to $38.000 this vear., Cost of light and
power is doubled and sharp Increases
in fact, In all departments,

students on tha

An invontor has patented a simple
condenser to enable auto-

moblle ownera to get their own distilled

,|-.i1uut50n izg considered by members of ' water at trifling cost.

s e

0. A . DEBATERS Wi
INANIMOUS VICTORY
N TRIANGULAR MEET

Reed College Takes Second Place
and University of Oregon Gains
but One Point.

Oregon Agricultural College. Corval-
He, Jun. 10.—Hy ugnanimous decistonn
over Read college and the University of
Oregon Friday might. the college deban-
Ing teams won the triangular debate
W. P. Bluck of Corvallis und 1Tarold
Renden of Ontario forimed the affirma-
tive team which met the Heed college
negative team. Howard Simyth und Jrv-
ing Goodwin, here. The debiute was on
the question of excluding mmigratlon
for five years.

University of Oregon. Eugene, Jan.
10.—The Lniversity of Oregon deluating
teams ook third place in the trinngulnre
conetat with Ilead college und the Oro-
gon Agricultural college Frerday nleht,

winning Lut oue
firmative tewn,

The lwal ot
Pendell of Wuve-

1ont
Flmer

erly, N Y. and kemwth Armstroug of
Portland, 1ost by unanimous decizlon
to the O. A. U, negative team, Carl Fan-
met of Corvallls wund Ted lanides of
Mossvrock, Waslh.

Effective rebuttil by Lewis Joues andd
Herbert Swett guve Heed college second
pluce In the state debute leawgue Friduny
‘evening, when the Heed mien scored

agalnst Remey Cox and Erueat Crockatr,
rapresenting the University of Orogon
Heed scored (ts Jocal victory by showing
the danger of admitting foreign Amgitn-
tors and the impossibility of excluding
one cluss of undesirubles without ex-
cluding all. The declsion was two Lo one,

Professor Hudson B. Hustings of the
Read economics department presided,
and judger were Bishop W. T. Summner

Judge Walluee MeCamant and Hopkin
Jenkins, principal of Jefferson high
school.

Following the Renad victory, Swett and
Jones were escorted from the platform
by thelr fellows, and the wadience jolned
In un Informal dance, awalting resultls
from the Corvallls contest

Reward Paid Baker
Police Chief; Stolen

Auto Is Recovered

10.—Chlef

Baker, Jan. of Police Cul-
bertson has received n check for §$%.31
as his share of the 3206 reward offered
by P. J. Russell of Meridian, Iduho,
for the recovery of a stolen car here
two weeks ago. L. J. Hale, local garagae
man, and the chief of police at Onturie
recelved equal shares, Avearding to
the chief of police und sheriff, not one

automobile has been taken from Baker
by thleves during the lasl year.
The receipt of $00 from J, P. Lott-

ridge, manuger of the Kastern Oregon
Light & Power company, and a similar

amount framm W. J. Burke local lasun-
dryman, has been acknowledged by
Frank H. Grahner., chlef of the fire do-
partment The money was in the form
of gifts in recognition of services and
has been added to the flremen's rellef
fund.

Regular
| $85 to $365.
Models, $325 to $600.

Hepplewhite Moq}el

Modals, priced from

Console Art

CHENEY

OREGON DEALERS

Louls Levinger, Baker
Flsher-Broden Co. Albany

W. H. Bohnenkamp Co., La Grande
Warren Shupe Ceo., Corvallia
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The Pride of a Craftsman
in a Work of Art

EACH Cheney cabinet, fashioned
in period design and interpreting
the finest in the wonderful furniture

of Old England, is a masterpiece.
The finest furniture craftsmen in the coun-
uymakzthm—thzyarcm As a

wkmmlm Eﬁﬁztm i

mgﬁnamﬁnnmrethmchmcymbmeu.

But within Cheney cabinets lies the real
beauty. A series of acoustic inventions
never before applied to tone reproduction
‘ ngchcChmcymnuofunnvalbdncbw
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“The Longer You Play It
The Sweeter It Grows™

Ihercmnody
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CHENEY TALKING MACHINE COMPANY
represented by

G.

F. Johnson Piano Co.

148 STXTH STREET, PORTLAND
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