
THE OREGON DAILY JOURNAL, PORTLAND, FRIDAY, JANUARY 2, 120.
as planning the community's growth.
" There' may be something Inherently

body hear from - you. The fotins;
will last but a. few days. , The Oregon CountryCOMMENT AND NEWS IN BRIEF

friends who have been protesting be
cause women are continued in posi-

tions given up by young men who en-

tered miatary'Or naval service. Maybe
the American 'business man likes the
"distress" frc-- Which: his English
cousin so hastily flees. Maybe, also,
the American girl attends to her knit-
ting tetter than her English eon.in. -

sliver coins had also been shipped to
the Hudson's Bay store. .

The arrival of General Joseph Lane
a STOvernor of Oregon territory put astop to the mint, on the ground of its
Illegality. The need for gold coinage
was met by the formation of the Oregon
Exchange company, which carried op the
business as a private enterprise. The
members of the company were W. K.
Kilborne, Theophilus Magruder, tames
Taylor. George-Aberneth- W. H. Will-so- n.

J. G. Campbell. W. H. Rector and
Noyes Smith. Rector made the stamps
and dies. Campbell did the engraving.
About 6000 Beaver Hve-doll-ar gold pieces
were made and about 2500 lar coins.
On, one side of the coins was the image
of a beaver, under which were the let-
ters "O. T.," and the date "1849." The

piece had seven stars ovor the
Beaver, with tlte initials "K. M. T. R. C.
S.," being the initials of the member,? of
the company.

Today a Beaver piece will
readily seU for $150. while the five-doll- ar

'Beaver coin is worth .$100. as
they are very rare. They were called in
by the mint at San Francisco, as they
were 'pure gold and were worth more
than their face value. Occasionally one
of these old Beaver gold coins is dug up
In Oregon City, the home of Oregon s
first and only mint.
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mighty close score. ,
a

The weather doctor did especially wellon the first day of the year.
We wish that the New Year's dayscore down- - at Pasadena had been inOregon s favor. W--1- 0, but it wasn't.
A Seattle policeman. looking forliquor, was shot by a woman. Probablybed forgotten where he got It the firsttime. ,

i

Who is Pomerene? With all diia re-spect to him, the name reminds ms ofKomethln that some persons carry un-
der their arm. !

e e e ;V"'
Tou have doubUess noticed that whenthe S. O. S. goes forth: "Now" ts thetime for aU good men to come to the aidof the party,"., that you never see ap-

pended. "No others need apply."
-

.We now hear it everywhere said that
American-mad- e toys are better madethan the German toys ever were. We
would say that they are Just so muchbetter that it takes Klddo about fiveor six smashes, instead of Just one, to
demolish 'em.

i

Our ouija board tells us that if we
had had it to tell us what to do about20 years ago we'd have 'anticipated Mr.
McAdoo's weU known Thrift and WarSavings Stamp scheme on our own pri-
vate account by at least that manyyears- -

MORE OR LESS PERSONAL
1 Random Observations About Town
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High Cost land Profiteering in
the Pioneer, Days

Leading to th Establishing of a Mint,
nd the Beaver Coinage.

In 1847, Clackamas county in point of
population, indjustrles and prestige led
all other comities in Oregon. There
were, then eighl counties In the Oregon
country Clackamas, Champoeg, Tuala-
tin, Yamhill, oUc Clatsop, , Vancouver
and ZiCwis with a total population of
about 6000. tiut one newspaper was
published life the Oregon country the
Spectator.'at Oregon CUy. W. P.Hud-so- n

set .the type, ran the press, set up
and ran off the Job work and helped to
gather the news. In the fall of 188
the scarcity of men on account of tho
rush of almost the entire male popula-
tion of the Willamette valley to the
California gold fields, made wages higlrer
and provisions and all other commodi-
ties went up in! price accordingly. The(high cost of living for a man on a sal-
ary hit the Spectator as well as other
industries, so Hudson responded o the
lure of the yellew metal, going to Cali-
fornia to make ia stake if possible. He
washed out 121:000 worth of gold dust
within a few months and came back to
Oregon to resume his job at the case.
Next year, 1850,;be died at sea while on
the way aboard! a sailing vessel to afn
Francisco.

Hudson was but one of hundreds of
Oregon fans who brought back to
the Willamette s valley fat "pokes" of
gold dust. Beaver skins and wheat had
served as medium of exchange prior to
the discovery of, gold in California, butupon the return ;to tJleir homes at Oie-go- n

City of the? Argonauts they found
the gold dust which had been weighed
out to them at 116 an ounce at Hang-tow- n

or San Francisco would pass at
only 10 an ounce at the Hudson's Bay
store in Oregon City and that their quo-
tation set the price of gold dust through-
out the Willamette valley. Writh over
J2, 000,000 worth ,ot Rold dust in circu-
lation in the Willamette valley the oru-e- s

Of everything went skyrocketing. Butter
sold at 75 cents a pound, potatoes $2.50 a
bushel, apples D0 a bushel. The mer-
chants were getting rich by charging
excessive profits and taking in gold dust
at far below its real value. The indig-
nant miners presented a petition to the
provisional legislature to establish a
mint for. the coinage of $5 and J10 gold
pieces. The act Was passed, in spite o
the remonstrance iof Medorum Crawford
and W. J. Martini who pointed out that
such an act would be unconstitutional.
The other members of the provisional
legislature acknowledged the truth of
their criticism but passed the ici any-
way, to stop profit'3;irm,r by the mer-
chants. Governor Abernethy approved
the act, . February 16, 1849. No officer
of the mint was to receive a salary of
over 62000 a year, so, to come within
this limitation their salaries were fixed
at $1999 per annum. The act .provided
that an assayer. a melter arid a coiner
were to be employed, that no alloy was
to be used in the coins and that the
smaller coin should contain five i.nd ihe
larger one 10 pennyweights of gold.
James Taylor waa appointed director,
Truman Powers treasurer, W. H. Willaon
melter and coiner land George L,. Curry
assayer. American gold coins were very
scarce. Gold Spanish doubloons' and
smaller coinage of gold from Spain and
South America weire the usual medium
of exchange. A few barrels of "Mexican
silver dollars had jbeen shipped to Ore-
gon City and some kegs of Peruvian

Hon. N. Year who has moved to Ore-
gon with the expectation of making this
state his home for the coming 12 months
at least, predicts that the nation gener-
ally will suffer more from drouth during
the impending season than ever before
in its history. There may be occasional
relief . from the 'condition here and
there, he believes, but he contends that
this wiU be only in spots and will be
confined to limited areas, and will re--,
quire exceptional industry .and execu-
tive ability for any particular advan-
tage to be taken, of It Paradoxical as
it may seem, he argues, however, that
the extreme drouth will augment rather
than decrease the food supply of the
nation, and boost production generally..

"After a careful study of the whole
question. I am confident." he states,
""that there will be more rye grown for
the bakeries, more corn for hotcakes
and more Juniper berries for medicine
than in any preceding year. I also pre-
dict that the raisin supply will begreatly
increased as a result of the dry season.
More than that, I am confident that the
lack of moisture will be directly reflect-
ed in increased production of all lines
of commerce and Industry.v as It has
been my observation that such condi-
tions augment the demand for groceries,
meats, clothing and "all things going to
make up both the necessaries and the
luxuries of everyday life. You may be-
lieve me or not. but I prophesy that
those sections of the country which may
have the most moisture during the com
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Dickens.

THE 'SORENSEN FARCE

OW much longer are the higher

H courts of Multnomah county
going to encourage irresponsible
automobile driving T

What can come - of the action In
the Sorensen case but encouragement

.to wealthy offenders in the belief that
-- they can go on breaking the law

v and find deliverance from punish-
ment through the circuit courts?

There Is a large group of drivers
who already think themselves above

- the law. .They orive about as they
please, and when arrested for viola-
tions of law proceed to bully the
police or threaten to have them sent
tut on remote beats or to have them
dismissed from, the force altogether or
bribe them If possible. The ease with
which such (offenders formerly se-

cured Immunity from punishment
, was a ecandal.
' Sorensen.- - tried many plans to in- -.

duce the 'police to relieve him from
Just punishment. He failed. The
traffio department of the Portland

- police is now believed to be beyond
.the power of sue men.

But he did not fail at the Court-
house. what he wents there
for. True, mo paid a fine of $500.

But what's !a fine? It is a drop of
water on a duck's back. It is a thing
to be laughed at by rich" offenders.
They pay it and go off to violate the
law again. To fine them is merely
to say to them in the language of a
foolish mother, "Good little boy; don't
do, It any more."

If Sorensen cases are io continue
why have a municipal court? Why
have traffio regulations? Why undcr-- 7

take to reduce accidents?
Sorensen was one of the worst of

offenders. He confessed to driving
while he was drinking. He had four

X , accidents within an hour.
' The police and the police court

know him. They know the traffio
. situation. They are every day and

every hour in "touch with the traffic
problems. If the administration of
traffic laws is taken out of their hands
by the circuit courts and Sorcnsens

. set free there is no hope of ever solv-
ing the accident problem in Portland.

We are Uold that Sorensen was
wrought up and highly nervous. Who
wrought him uj? Who but Soren-
sen himself by wild and Irresponsible
driving made Sorensen nervous? If
too nervous to go to jail he is too
nervous to drive an automobile.

We are told that at his age he
t ought, not to go to Jail. He wasn't

' too old to speed In a high power
machine through the streets, leaving
destruction in hid wake.

- There is a gtave out in one of the
cemeteries. The mortal remains of

--
' Mlna Smith, a widow, lie under the

mound. When she was killed in an
. automobile accident, three little chil- -,

dren were left destitute.
- When Sorensen, on circumstantial

evidence, was tried on a charge of
i driving the fatal machine the jury
acquitted him. There is no purpose
hereVto question the verdict. Since
Sorensen was freed from the charge

- there remains the fact that some
' other reckless driver ran her down

" and deprived three children of their
'breadwinner. Since he was not Sor

, ensen he was most likely xmecfthose
. drivers Who think they have aUll"

and' can drive as they please with
immunity, aqd that if all other strata--
gems to escape punishment fail they
can bea,t the law in the circuit court.

One way to check this InteHerencj
. ( by the highejr courts in the effective

administration of traffic laws is to
require every driver io have a re- -.

vocable license and when for cause
bis license is revoked he can no longer

r'. 'drive.'

(
- The ' senate has been diUydanylng
with-th- e treaty for. five months.
Part, of the Benate began fighting
theXeague idea, before the armistice

'jwaa signed. - It is holding: up bus-
iness. ;: It Is keeping the coirotry in
ferment. It prevents the world
from settling' back ' to normal and
keeps the cost of living high. Your

.vote on the' treaty, sent The Journal
now, will reach the senate, Let that

dangerous About the idea of guiding
the future use of local property with
relation to the city as a whole. Blind
instinct in - the . placing of industry,
residences, business and public build-
ings may. lor some deep apd : vital
reason be safer than any leadership
based merely on training and experie-

nce.- . !y.::'-'"';'"- r

At any rate the zoning idea has
been developed far enough to place
the city under obligation to .make
its terms clear to the general public
as well as to the smaller groups of
enthusiasts and chronic objectors.

The people can be trusted to decide
what is best for the majority.

PIGS AND CHILDREN

HERE is a curious coincidence be

T tween the finding of an Eastern
specialist that a Jhird of Ameri-
ca's school children - are under

nourished and the report of the child
ren's oureau of the "department of
labor that since advances in the price
of milk only 29 per cent of 728 child--

rren between 2 and 8 years in Balti
more are drinking fresh milk as con-

trasted with 60 'per cent a year 8go.
The specialist avers that 40 per cent
of the children graduated from ele-
mentary school are unfit, and the re-

port declares that only half of the
small children In Washington, D. C,
get fresh milk to drink, while the
proportion in New Orleans is smaller.

No one would raise pigs or calves
and underfeed them, because such a
policy would destroy profits. But the
idea seems to bo that while the fat
tening of livestock is imperative the
physical fitness of children may be
left to chance.

Rations for cattle and hogs are
carefully studied but too great a pro-
portion of the nation's children are
allowed to' eat without guidance.
' Yet how long would any industry

thrive If committed to the hands of an
unjer-nourished- ", retarded generation?

It is time to awake to the fact, not
only that fresh milk should be a large
factor in the diet of every child, but

Uhat economic losses will be greater
from underfed children than under-
nourished livestock.

Why not, to save timeNind uncer-
tainty, have a constitutional amend-
ment adopted providing that the
Rogue river fish bill should always
be considered as unfinished legisla-
tive business each succeeding ses-

sion? Then its perennial appear-
ance would be a matter of law as
well as a matter of course.

HOW ABOUT THE TWELVE

F 990 business men asked by the

0 Chamber of Commerce to help
keep the community's promUi to
the Aladdin company, only 12

refused outright. One hundred and
thirty-fo- ur responded with" the
anjoufits asked of them. Five persons
responded indefinitely.

Now the soliciting committee pro-
poses to bring its appeal in a personal
way before those not heard from.
The money is being used to pay for
a fill at the 6ite of the manufactory
in North Portland.

Originally it was proposed that the
port mee the expense and thus tr.ike
the inducement to the company to lo-

cate here a public offering. But tho
port commission found it had no,legal
powers to spend public money thus.
Then a group of pggresshely public
spirited men under wrote the amount.

l.'ivided amorifi the many Ihe cost
Involved in bring'n a big piyrol'. te
Portland is small, ilut what of lh-12- ?

How can they show their meri:
to share in the profits resultant from
the Industrial upbuilding of Port-kin- d?

AN ENGLISH JOKE

NGLISH business men, according

E to a. Condon news-"dispatc- are
"firing" their women employes
as rapidly as they can find men

to take their places. Three years and
more of experience has led them to
the conclusion, they contend, that
men are to be preferred to women
In both commercial and professional
lines of work, and they give some very
interesting, and from the view of
American experience, very amusing
reasons for their conclusions.

One prominent Londoner, who asked
the reporter not to disclose his iden-
tity, contends that women employes
"create an atmosphere of intrigue,"
whatever he may mean by that He
argues that it is a "waste of time"
to try to remould women from "super--
iine beings of wile and witchery to
good business machines." He complains
also, afte'r defying any thought of
vanity, that try as he might, he could
not escape the conviction that his fair
employes were continually "dressing
to attract me and my asslsjants," "and
he naively confides", that f'we do hot
want that sort of thing to distress us
in business." ' '

Women employes, Ihe English busi-
ness man continues to complain, have
another and a glaring fault. They are
very prone to disclose business se-
crets to their men friends when those
gallants take them out to luncheon,
out of a "sheer love of being import-
ant." But the thing that troubles him
most is the fact that he was often
confronted with "hearbreaklng, tear-
ful sc. nes1" when, he tried to discharge
one of his women employes.

Taking it all in all, It is contended
by the Londoners tlTa. women em-
ployes are much more to be desired
out of shops and offices than in them.

Evidently American business men
have not. found the same faults in
their women employes, for they seem
to be hanging onto them '.pretty
steadily; even in the" face 'of protests
from returned service men and their

WHY NEW YEARS EVE DRUNKS"

UST why is it considered good

J form to get drunk as a means of
bidding farewell to the old year
and giving welcome to the new?

There Is the day afterthe bad taste
In the mouth, the demoralized stom-
ach, the shattered nerves and the
headache. . Wherein does the revelry
fit the occasion,' and what is the par-
ticular idea that makes the custom
as religiously emphasized under pro-

hibition as In the wet days?
Perhaps these woMs should be mora

in sorrow, than in anger. Those who
had the night out certainly'' needed,
sympathy more than censure. That
morning after, if all accounts be true.
Is full penance through suffering for
ah the possible exhilaration of having
been highly "stewed" the night Be-

fore. x:

Is pleasure drunk as. enjoyable as
pleasure sober? Is it really necessary
to suspend some senses, chloroform
others and transform the mind Into
a state of delirium in order to give
the new year a hospitable reception?
Could the new year speak, would he
express himself as highly flattered to
be met on the threshold of the wrld
by sundry and divers persons r with
a wild fantastic "Jag" on?

We all know that it is In a pure
spirit of innocent pastime that- - so
many remain ctrictly sober all year?
but get drunk New Year's eve. This
is undoubtedly of particular trutin
the case of the wives and sweethearts
who worshipped at the feet of Johrt
Barleycorn so abandonedly Wednes-
day evening. Yet, granting the inno-
cent purpose and all that, the ques-
tion remains, why so peculiar a cus-
tom? ,

Why not, at a funeral, also get
drunk as a token of affectionate fare
well to the departed?

Bandits cracked a safe and made
off with $100,000 at Kingley. Iowa,
killed a man in Seattle, assassinated
another in California, and hold up
and rob everywhere, very much as
they will. Civilization nearly broke
down in the war. The blood lust of
the 'jungle Is again loose in the
world. War is fury, and fury poi-
sons the blood, demoralizes consci-
ence and rips the heart out or hu-
man well being.

A MEASURING STICK

EXT to their mothers and fathers.
teachers have more thanany
others to do with forming the
characters of our boys and girls.

Nor is their duty more than half iper-form- ed

when 4,hey have taught tjhem
the "rule of three." The youth'i at-

titude toward usefulness, thrlrtj and
work will be determined largely by
what he learns at home and school.
He ought to emerge from the period
of elementary education with ant ac-
curate measuring stick for life's real
values. If he doesn't get it then, the
chances are he never will.

No fortune is to be compared with
the blessing of usefulness. No busi-
ness or domestic safety can be found
in extravagance. No greater safeguard
can be had than work figainst moral
disintegration.

Affirmatively, usefulness builds the
only enduring structures of. any ca-
reer. Thrift paves ,the road to hap-
piness. Work gives grace to respec-
tability, sauce to food and relish to
recreation.

Ambition to do things well promotes
the cheerfulness and eag readiness
that open the way to employment and
success. Training of both hands and
brain, loaves only one quality of un-
willingnessthat anyone else should
be able to do anything better.

These thoughts are suggested by
the state teachers' convention. The
expressions do not imply that our edu
cators are falling in their duty. With
out doubt it is their ideal to serve
the growing generation faithfully and
well that keeps them so ably at thelr
Illy recompensed tasks.

A patient wait of 20 minutes for
central to answer was an incident
in The Journal office yesterday aft-
ernoon. And after that long wait,
the call had to be given up without
getting central at all. The dolavs
happened, nof only on one phone.
but on all phones in The Journal
office. And yet

"
the company tells

os it ought to have higher rates.
What for?. For a rotten service?

WHY PLAN?

T IS related that in-- the olden days

I wnen a bridge was proposed across
the Willamette, a citizen opposed
the reckless 'scheme, declaring tt.i.

he had always Used the ferry or his
personal skiff and those were good
enough for- - him.
' And,-a- t the dizzy moment In munici-

pal progress' when streetcars iwere
suggested and' a franchise disenssed,
another citizen aroso and declared
that he had always used a horse and
buggy and the conveyance was; good
enough for him.

UilL more modernly, when the
widening and" improving of tawdry
Buraside streef was urged as desir-
able in a general plan for the city's
growth, a citizen declared that for a
decade he had walked to his office
along this street, that its crumbling
landmarks were endeared to him,
ana u was good enough for him.

It may be . that only disinterestci
wisdom actuates the citizens ) who
oppose the .zoning scheme on the
ground that a city, which, like Topsy,
"just-growed,- " is good enough for
them, .v'- r . , !.

It may be that individual intelli-
gence becomes only mass foolishness
when grouped about sucn propositions,

Marthweat tUpnaninca in Brief ram lot tba
Btaay Keades.

OREGON NOTES - '
In Linn onuntv. durlno- - lair itratwere 213 marriage licenses fssued andoniy so aivorce decrees granted.

'.Mrs. Marv A. Simnann. a realdant if ,

Linn county for t years, died at her
home ia Albany Monday .night. aKVd idyears. , j,:.t

A the result of the exnloalon of n
lamp in her room, Josie Truman was
badly burned and is in a hospital at Sll-vert- on,

v

Rev. Edward Oittlnsj a well "knownpioneer Methodist minister; died at thehome of his daughter In Salem Wadnna.
day, aged 70 years.:,

The total cash receipts of the Oregoes
suumine court, lor ma rasr isia vnes
$160.98. During the year 191$ the court
received from all. sources $Si2. r

Nearly 100 Filipino students from Cor-vall- ls,

Philomath and other sections ofthe state gathered at Salem Wednesday
night and enjoyed the annual banquet,

Members of the Oregon supreme court
prepared and handed down a total of
301 opinions during the year 191, asagainst 336 opinions during the year
19 1 S. , . . i..

With a membership of less than io,
the Christian and Missionary alliance of
Hood River has during the past year
given $J4o toward Armenian and Syrian
relief.

Miss Catherine Bcekley, graduate ofthe University of Pennsylvania, has beenappointed an instructor in the depart-
ment of soology at the University ofOregon. -

At a meeting in Medford Monday night J
u. nujiiic:i Lit nupuuncait wuineu lonnetla General Leonard Wood club and will
support him in the presidential primary
campaign. . 0

Investigation of the rural dance halls
near Salem Is to be taken up by the
present grand Jury because of many
complaints that nave been made regard-
ing their management.

Fruit and berries in the Willamette
valley were not damaged seriously by
the recent cold weather, in the opinion
of W. R. Scott, manager of the Puyallup
It Sumner Valley Fruit association.

The second train wreck within a week
occurred at Toledo, Wednesday, when a
freight engine crashed Into string of
freight cars, smashing the engine and
throwing the) cars from the track.

Postmaster T. A.'.Reeves of Hood
River reports, that the mail handled at
that office during 1919 tor outgoing
trains and for local delivery exceeded
mat ot any past year Dy ou per cent.

Lumbermen of Klamath county report
that more than $5,000,000 worth of mer-
chantable timber has been ruined In that
section by the western pine beetle since
they first made their appearance threeyearn ago.

The building of the Warren Coopera-
tive warehouse store at Warren la near- -,

lng completion, and will noon be ready
for occupancy. The association will
supply all its members with goods at
cost prices.

WASHINGTON --

James H. Naylor, prominent Everett
Jurist, passed away in that city Monday
evening.

John E. Williams, an alleged I. W. W.,
Is under arrest at Chehalis on a charge
or criminal synaicaiism.

After five years of intermittent pros-pert- tv

and hard sh It), the iltney business
at Spokane came to an end Wednesday. .

night. ;

A crouo of bondholders has started
suit against the Wenatchoe Valley Gas
Electric company, asking for $654,001
and interest on a general mortgage.

Between 6000 and 000 men are em--1
ployed In the logging camps of Grays 1
Harbor, although the car shortage has fput many or them out of employment
, The Vancouver post of the American

Legion has invited General Pershing to
attend a reception In his honor at the
Ume of his official inspection ot Van-
couver barracks. '

During li)l!, . 2600 marriage licenses
were Issued in Vancouver, most of them
to couples from Oregon trhd other states.
This is the greatest number ever Issued
In that city in one year.

The federal land bank of Spokane dis-
tributed $100,000 In dividends to farm
associations in Oregon. Washington,
Idaho and Montana, during 1919, besides
paying all Its own expenses.'

Because of refusal to abide by the
society's s, nearly a score of prom-
inent Spokane physicians and surgeons
are about to he Vx polled from tlio Spo-
kane t'ouijfy Medical tiovirty.

Tho mystrry of the recent robbery
of the Cross pool hall at Camas, when
more than $200 in cash was stolen, was
solved Wednesday when George McLeari
was taken into custody, and confestiedj

Clark V. Savidge, state land commis-
sioner, announces his determination not
to be a candidate for governor inj the I
ferrlng a second term as land commis-
sioner.

Harvey Dunlajl a logger, suffered
amputation-o- f both feet at an Aberdeen-hospita- l

Wednesday as a result of the
recent, cold spell. He got his feet wet
and before he could ruach camp they
were frosen.

Beavers are causing much damage to
orchards In the Touchet section. One
orchard 1st, John E. Edwards, claims hehas suffered damages thus far this sea-
son amounting to $S0O tn fruit trees they
have gnawed down.

GENERAL
Frank Plxley, writer of the librettos

of many musical comedies, Is reported
dying at a San Diego hospital.

Prizes aggregating more than $2,000,-00- 0
will be divided among aviators incompetitions being arranged in 1920.

Five thousand tons of the new crop
of Porto Rlcan sugar have Just been
shipped from San Juan to New Orleans.

First Joint maneuvers of the' Atlantloand Pacific fleets will be held next Sep-
tember under present plans of the navy
department. ,

Luther II. Clark, aged 65, noted editor
of the Dallas, Texas, News for the past
to years, died suddenly at Long Beach.
Cal., Wednesday.

Gerritt Fort has resigned as assistant
director of traffic for the railroad ad-
ministration to become vice president
of the Boston Sc. "Maine railroad.

Since July 1 last 12 lots of smuggtM
whiskey from Mexico have been seised
on the border and sent to the army and
navy hospitals In the United States.

The Steel corporation has under con-
struction at Clairton, near Pittsburg, fthuge concrete basin which, when com--
iicicu, iv iiuiu avv.wvu ions oi coal.

Ex-Jud- Thomas O'HarA, ' personal Arepresentative of President Cleveland in
Central America during the trouble with
that country, died in Chicago Wednes-
day. . .. x

Lieutenant Verniers, wounded M times,
and . elected to the French chamber of
deputies, has been court martlaled and .

sentenced to twos years' imprisonment
for embeszlement.

Poland, Austria, Czecbo-SIoVak- la anaiJL
Hungary have aDoealed to Pone BenerT
did to obtain repatriation of about 2001 j
000 of their subjects who: are prisoners 1

of war in Siberia. r ,

The four-ma;ai- ed anhonaer J n flAml .

erville was towed into Portland, Maine,:
Wednesday, with Captain J William F.Oram dead en the midship hatch and hie
wife at, the wheel, .. . , .

Two (hundred representatives of 0
shippers organisations have adopted res
olutions opposing many of the important
sections of the Cummins railroad bill.

ii) cuiuerenca oommiuse m congress.
Oil men In the East- - were startled

Wednesday when the. principal oil pur-
chasing agencies announced another ad-vance of 25 cents a barrel In the price
of crude oil, bringing the price to $5
barrel. . ,

Uncle Jeff Snow Say:
If our bootlegref friends wll agree te

chuck in" a cofflti if needed, perhaps it
might help out the sale of their wood
alcohol. . Some tellers '11 take ar chance '

on anything, even a free slab In a
morgue. - . . ......

. :
v

SIDELIGHTS .
' The Crane American's definition. "A
bolahevist Is a fellow who probably
would want to abolish the Christmas
holidays," 1s probably as good as any. .

.. e e A '

"An electric light company will come
to Banks," says tbe Herald, ''If the town
incorporates ; no bonds or taxes : they
wilt pay us. Instead ot paying there."

The Fossit Journal Mitchell corres-
pondent writes: ;The resident of
Mitchell have pretty well thawed put
since the recent cold snap, but the
plumbing In most of the residences Is
all shot to ruin and .the two pipe
wrenches owned In this bailiwick are In

f constant e$npioyment. v

In addition to local subscriptions for
the erection of ttw proposed community
church edifice), the board of church erec-
tion of the Presbyterian denomination
has made a gift of $2000 to the congre-
gation at Reedsport, the Courier re-
ports, and also a loan ofi $2000. A com-
plete canvass of Reedsport it is expected
will bring out ample funds fprhe rec-To- n

of m church edifice and, manse.
e a ,.

All glory and honor to this super-citlse- n

of Wheeler county, of whom the Fossil
Journal makes record: "William Rettie
brought a load ot Christmas turkeys to
Fossil. Tuesday. He delighted the edi-

tor's entire family by presenting them
with one of the finest of the flock. Tbe
Journal children are now firmly con-
vinced that there Is a real Santa Clans,
but they are not sure that he doesn t
hitch up his reindeer in the lee of Squafw
mountain."

ing 12 months will be the least produc-
tive and the least prosperous.

Senator Walter M.Tierce of La Grande
harbors the belief that he knows Just
what emotions stirred the dramatic bos
om of Sarah Bernhardt when that fa
mous actress used to come back before
her audiences the year after she had
made her last farewell tour. A year
ago the senator made what he said was
his farewell speech in the ntate enate
He had a good roads bill on the calendar
which looked for the greater part of
the session like it was going to be put
to sleep In the legislative boneyard,
and then during the last days of .that
turbulent period it bobbed up with more
friends than most observers thought It
was ever going to have. And Senator
Pierce made an almost tearful plea in
Its behalf. He asked the senate, as a
last favor .to him, to pass It. He said
he waa soon to go back to his white
faced calves up in Union county, never
to return to the legislative balls as a
member of the house or senate. He had
come to the conclusion, he said, that the
times' did not fit with him and that his
legislative days were over. He thanked
the assembled senators for their many
past favors extended to him and badej
mem gooaDye. rsow me governor nas
called a special session of the legisla
lure, and Senator Pierce- - will have to
make another farewell appearance,
which makes hlmehave a nor ot frater
nal feeling for Mme. Bernhardt.

the Jealousy and hatred of two women
wrecked it. I saw the show perish mis
erably. Circus men always speak of It
as the 'show that died in the hills.' We
had been touring; Northern California
for a month, when we hit Ukiah. We
left Ukiah for Mendocino City: On the
way over the mountains the pole wagon,
which was too long to make the hairpin
curves,, fell over a bluff. By the time
we had dragged the dead and injured
mules away and repaired the broken
equipment it was dark. We camped
that night on the summit of the noun
tain on a rocky flat that turned out
to be the headquarters of a colony of
rattlesnaKes. There were 60 of us, 15
of whom were women trapeze perform
ers, klnkers, lron.Jaw women and con-
tortionists.

"Next morning we were on the road
bright and early. An Indian was driv-
ing the 'kit show' wagon. While on a
high bridge the bridge collapsed and
the whole outfit fell Into the stream,
50 feet below. We had to build a new
bridge, for the 'kit show" wagon had
been lh the lead. We didn't get Into
Mendocino pity till dusk. W'e got the
"big top' up, ready for the show, when
a big wind storm hit us and blew the
tent down, tearing the canvas to rags
and wrecking the seats and poles.

e
"That was the last show. We packed

up and started for the Coast. We had
received plenty of promises, but no
salary so far. When we struck the
treasurer for our pay he turned the
cash box upside down. We were broke
and hungry, so we traded spare har
ness ana norse DianKets to the farmers
for food. Right there the show meltedaway. Each man took what he could
carry, in lieu of salary, and beat lf
One man would take a mule, another 'a
set of harness, another a tent, para-
phernalia or costumes. The circus saw
its finish. '.'"I went to San Francisco, where I
got a Job as a "barker for Doc Boyd's
sideshow and circus on the Zone at the
Panama-Pacifi- c world's fair. When thewar broke out I tried to get into the
Dig show' in Europe, but my heart was

on the blink, so I landed a Job In the
transport service. .

a a
"Yes, once In a. while I feel my feet

itching to be off and away, but my
wife and baby have proved an effective
antidote to the germ of wanderlust."

Nor Is the incident to be explained by
an error on the part of the girl in the
office- - who compiled the list of pros
pects while the president of tho com
pany, the board of editors and the mem
bers of the faculty were engaged in
drawing up the full-pag- e advertise-
ment for the Sunday paper. People will
hesitate before bringing so grave a
charge of business laxity against a
modern literary production plant. Let
us be Just and recognize that in all
probability the president, the board of
editors and the faculty members of the
school for short story-writin- g had never
hoard of William Dean Howells. Their
hearts, we are sure, are in the right
place.

Curious Bits of Information
For the Curious

Gleaned "Worn Curious Places

Women in England are not without
their hall of fame. In the Lady chapel of
the great cathedral in Liverpool m a
magnificent array of stained glass win-
dows in commemoration of the deeds of
good women. All the famous women of
the Old and .New Testaments are com-
memorated, but by far tbe most Inter-- ,
eating are the windows commemorating
the deeds of the great women of modem
times, among them Susanna Wesley.
Elizabeth Fry, Grace Darling, Queen
Victoria., Elisabeth Barrett Browning
and numerous others. ,

BALLOT ON PEACE TREATY
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Tola est cholre. Indicate preference bj X mark in square.
I r "1 I favor compromise on reservations and immediate ratificaUon ot

J peaca treaty and League of Nations covenant ;

Or, 2 r T I favor ratification with Lodge reservations.

Letters From the People
t Commanicatiani ent to The Jon:ml for

publication in'.thie department ihocM be written
on only one aide of the paper, tbould not exceed
800 wotds ia length, and muit be aimed by the
writer, wboae mail addreaa in (all must accom-
pany tbe contribution.

Has Fun at Wood's Expense
Portland, Or., Dec 20. To the Editor

of The Journal "Ship or shoot!" Dear
old Wood ! I am afraid the Reds will
set fire to the dry old woodpile before
he gets them all shipped out. That was
the manner of Czar Nicholas and it
went for a long while. However, the
American Red is faster than his Rus-
sian brother. He will progress as much
in one month as the Russian in 10
years, and may set the whole Repub

lican woodpile aflame. From the way
the senate has acted in these lattep
days, it will not take long to make it
go. It Is dry as powder and ready to
explode.

Thank God that Woodrow Wilson is
at the head of the United States. Now
we understand why our president chose
Pershing Instead of Wood to lead our
troops overseas. If Wood had come
home victorious, as Pershing has.
everyone that was not a G. O. P. surely
would hae had to sklddoo. But, for
the old party, like the old maid, "WTio?
Who? Anyone wiU do." J. SCOTT.

Questions About Certain Islanders
Portland. Dec. 27. To the Editor of

The Journal I am delighted with your
editorial, "A Parable," In The Journal
of December 27, wherein is recounted
the strange adventures of 12 men on the
prolific island. It stimulated thought,
which is a joy. But the denouement
being somewhat obscure, and seeking
additional enlightenment, I am taking
the liberty of asking four questions, to-w- lt

: Since each rpan was free to ob-
tain any one of the desired commodi-
ties, there being no" deeds or other legal
bar to each satisfying his desires, could
not each have secured his own grub
and thus .avoided anarchy? Are the
men assumed to be idiots for; the pur-
pose of the tale? Had landlordism been
in vogue on that island, and appropri-
ated (as is usual) one third the product
of labor for the right to produce (which
would have meant a far greater loss to
the community), do you think land-
lordism would have been a: good thing
for that island and its 12 inhabitants?
Does landlordism produce anarchy'

LOUIS BOWERMAN.

lie May, Make Signs
Prom Uie Detroit New

How do they find out what Colonel
House wants for Christmas?
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r Concluding hie aketch of tbe circus experi-
ences of William Walsh, Mr. LocUejr eeta forth
an uncommonly divertinc down trick or two
and then goea 6n to tell how rapidly a circus
can go to pieces when bard luck bita it hard
enough'. )

"Minnie was a low dog of no particular
degree or ancestry, but she made many
a dollar for me," Bald William Walsh,
who for the past two and a half years
has been chef at the "Y" cafeteria. "I
picked Minnie up in Los Angeles. ' I
said she was a low dog. That refers to
her stature, not her character. She
was built like a submarine long and
low and narrow. Sme was about half a
dog high and a dog and a half long
mostly dachshund, I guess.

a a a
' "It is the unusual that gets a laugh
from a circus crowd. I shaved Minnie
land painted spots on her' like a rain-
bow trout. I had a fish's head of
papier mache made for her. When I
wandered across the sawdust ring with
my bamboo fishing pole and my pall of
bait, while Minnie, looking for all the
world like. a fish witH four legs, wad-
dled after me with her tail wagging
Joyfully, she looked so quaint, so weird,
so unusual, that it always got the
crowd.

a a a

"We had another dog that wore a
rabbit's head, eat up on its haunches
like a rabbit, and dropped dead when
you shot at It. When the clown hunter
started to pick up his dead rabbit it
would growl and bark and try to bite
him. The dead rabbit's unexpected ac-
tion, with the look of surprise and
fright on the clown's face, was always
a sure laugh getter.

a e
"Before I was married I was" always

looking for change and adventure.
Nowadays it is my wife that is after
the change. She is thrifty, too. She
salts it away in the bank. I find mar-
riage the great adventure, so I have
quit the winding road that leads over
the rim of the world and the quest for
change and adventure.

"I quit a good Job with a big circus
to clown with a wagon show. I wanted
the experience, and the good salary. I
got the experience. I Joined a ' high
class wagon show. It was an 'angel'
show a wealthy automobile man was
the angel backing It. We had 24
wagons. This show at one time
was a million-doll- ar proposition, but

Teaching the Master His Trade
From the New York E renins Post

Let us be Just to the directors of the
school for fiction-writin- g who sent- a
letter to William Dean Howells. offer-
ing to teach him how to write a short
story in 40 lesson a There was prob-
ably no intention to reflect on the
craftsmanship of the author of "Silas.
Lapham" or his selling power, what-
ever may be Mr. Howells' shortcomings
in both respects. .On the whole, we
may trust the prevailing good nature
of the American business man not to
indulge in sarcasm at the efforts of
anyone who has tried to do his best,
whatever that beat may amount to.

Olden Oregon
Legislature of 1847 Balked at $1.25 a

Day for "Statehouse" Rent.

When the legislature met in December,
1847, at Oregon City, the committee ap-

pointed to procure a room in which to
meet reported that it .could secure the
room occupied by Stephen Meek for
$1.25 a day. The report was adopted,
but on the next day ,a reconsideration
was had. terminating in the rejection of
the report According to the record, the
"bouse adjourned to meet at the Method-

ist church in 20 minutes." From this it
ia inferred that there was no charge for
the use of the" church. ;
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