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1001 IN
115, SHIP
EXPLOSION

Pacific Fleet Supply Steamer's
. Boiler Blows Up as Boat Is
Being Towed in Panama Canal.

{ll-Fated Craft’s Engines Break
Down Prior to Catastrophe;
Warships Hasten Assistance.

‘By ¥Frank G. Menke
On board the U. 8 8. Arkansas,
With the Pacific Fleet, July 26.—(By
‘Wireless via Colon and New York.)—
(I. N. 8. )—Twelve men were killed
on board the United Biates navy ship
‘Melville.on Thursday night in a boll-
er explogion.
The Melville was being towed
through the Pandma canal at the
«time by the suxiliary erulser Prairie.

AVIATOR LOSES LIFVE

An army aviator lost his life when
the army plane N-§ colllded with the
navy plane 1458 over Ellis bay on Fri-
day. His _name was unknown and his
body had not been recovered when this
dispateh -~ras written.

Twg other fliers were injured. They
were Awstin (fank, name and address
unknown), who was on the naval ma-
chine, and L. Dugan of the army craft
VESSELS FILL BUNKERS

The Misslissippl, New Mexico and oller
Wyoming and the New York coaled at
the Colon docks and then proceeded to
Gatun lake, where they went alongside
the Arkansss. Texas had not com-
pleted her but was gxpected
to be under way soon.

The ships were scheduled to proceed
through the canal about noon today.

Admiral Rodman and a few other
nrﬂcm of the fiept vbﬂ-ﬂ Gatun |ake
¥Frida: sfternoon and -allg time
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-oparations.
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into" the " Pacifc mumﬂm

'nl- Texas nnd Arlunu-n aid not re-|

ceivip their fuel at the dock but coaled
f barges at Gatun lake.

first news of trouble on board

the supply ship Melville was recelved

on board the Arkansas at 5 o'clock

Thursday night when a wireless “8. O,

8" call was received from that ship.

The captain of the Melville - reported

that the engine had broken down and

- . that the vessel was drifting. The Prai-

», rie and the collier Orfon: were near by
at the time,

The Melville is a naval tender of
7150 tons. She -was built in 1915, She
joined the new Paclfic fleet soon after
her return from the Azores where she
was on dutly during the flights of the
naval sirplanes to Europe. She is now
orn her way to the Pacific coast with
the ﬂoet.

TWO OIL TANKERS
“GOLLIDE OFF S. F.

Bradford of the Standard Oil
Company and Frank E. Buck
of the Associated in Mixup.

San Francisco, July 26.—(I. N. 8.)
~—Colliding at sea, the Standard Oil
tanker Bradford and the Associated
Oil tanker Frank E. Buck are both

'pntun:b-.ok into port here., The col-
lision occurred at an early hour this
morning, sald a wireless dispatch to
the Marine Exchange, but detalls as
to damage are not given.

Both .vessels are proceeding upder
their own steam. The Bradford was

en route from Talara Bay l'or Vancou-
Yer. The Buck left Friday" evening
tor mﬂ-.rt-l
comi thro
Eh:l ll-ﬁ.“ trance 3 l;.‘ Golllz:
e. o'clock is morning.
With those watching her
could "see thdt her bow was badly
mgwmmtmmhsﬂu‘m.

Manual

Automatic and-

Become United

Phones

Interchange of telephone service
between the automatic and manual
system in Portland is now a physical
fact. Switchboards have been con-
nected and the holder of an auto-
matic phone can talk with the holder
of a Bell phorie, and vice versa.

The automatic holder turns his dial to
the number 7 and tells central the Bell
number he wanis. The sibscriber to |
the manual system merely. calls for the |
number of the automatic phone and cen-
tral mak the connection.

This is' Aext 1o -the last step - in the
consolidation of the two. servites prom-
ised when the Pacific Telephone & Tele-
graph company acquired the ownership
of the. defunct Home. Telephone com-
pany.

The final step will ba taken, it is un-
derstood. about the first of August,
when the counting room of the Home |
Telephone company =at Burnside lnd}
Park streets will be closed. |

No public announcement of the inter-
change of service has been made by the
Pacific Telephone & Telegraph company
presumably for the reason that some
detajlé are yet to be arranged for but
It is nol that private branch exchanges
kave been consolidated and that Inter-
communication is possible ‘in outside
places where there is no private ex-
change.

W. ' J. Phillips. commercial superin-|

tendent, sajd today that the consolida-

tion was not general yet and that only |

a few private branch exchanges had been
amalgamated.
he sald. "It takes time to make the
nocemry changes.”

It is understood that the mnmuhn
of the main switchboemrds was com-
pleted just previous to the reent strike
of operators and elestricians but owing
to the strike no attempt was made o
install the new service.

So'far as observed the interchange of
service works wvery smoothly, contrary
to the assertion, made three years ago
when the people voted on the question,
that it was impracticable.

The difference between the mutomatic
and the manual system is, however,
made apparent in the fact that the
manual subscriber gets a differ-
ent sutomatic number than the one he

called for.

This is doe to
to tranamit the number (o central in-
stTad of tregistering it o & dial him-
self.

In the installation of new phones Lhe
subscriber is to be given his choice.

In the case of a tranafer from an auto-
matic to a Bell phone or vice versa it
is reported that a charge of $5.50 will
be made.

FIRE STUATION
MUCH INPROVED

Cooler Weather Aid in Keeping
Down Forest Blazes; Fight-
ers Yet on Job.

The Northwest forest fire situation
was vastly improved with the cooler
weather this morning. Assistant Dis-
trict Forester E. N Kavanagh re-
{turned this morning from the Whit-

man » where hl. has been assist-
ing in ﬂn mﬂas work for sev-
eral days. ‘D h etgoin nyp

eral days. This'fire

ly under control.

inacoesxible

instead of burning with a straight frony,
worked in patches, jumping' from ' one
elevation to another, - About 1356 men
are still working en the fire and it will
be some time before it will' be safe to
‘leave it since the big irees and mn
smoulder for a long

The region is as dry as tinder, there
having' been. no rain since May.

The lightning. fires on the Crater,
Bantiam, Umpqua. Columbia, Oregon
and Cascade forests are being handled
by the local forests. None arse more
than 10 afres In extent and under pres-
ent weather conditions no additional
help will be pequired.

The six fires reported on the Colville
forest mre now under control.

T. H., Sherrard, supervisor of the Ore-
gon National forest, returned Friday

(("ant:hllul on Page 'l‘vu. Colamn Biz)

Wme, Whiskey,
Beer---Lots of It---
Seized in Raid

One hundred elghty - pint bottles of
beer (4 per cent kind).

Ten pint botties of whiskey.

Twenty pint bottlies of dandelion wine,

Many, many “dead soldiers” of the
old school.

Thus is inventoried the stock that Of-
ficers Morris and Abbott sald they found
in a rald on the home of Charles Cullen,
63¢ Wygant street, Friday night

Cullen is sald to have been a hide
dealer,

Officer Morris suffered a broken wrist
during the party, the accident occurring
while he was tryling to crank the police
machine when it was standing at Fif-
teenth and Wygant streets, where the
police were watching the house. Officer
Nelson took his phc..

Company Purchases
Collier's Weekly

New York, Julr 26.—(U. P.,)—Collier's
Weekly has changed hands today under
& contract by which the Crowell Pub-
Hshing company became owner of the

weekly, as well as all other publications
issued by P. F. Collier & Son.

THE SUNDA

1
|

Sundt;’
material attractively presented.

The Complete Home Newspaper of the Oregon
Country '

First in Quality. Features.

‘Among the superior features of The
Journal Magazine, rich in informing and entertaining

Tomorrow’s Magazine includes:

A-Midsummer Feast—Front
His Servants More Precious
The Skeleton in the Hotel Baggage Room
Smeneew “glb Yﬁur Sogli:‘d Collar.

ent Chikdren—Short story b uverneur Morrﬁ

A New Field of Feminine Ch?rmy ¥
B} .}'Iulth, Beauty and the Home. :

. “Jced Tea”. Gowna—-By Lady Dufi-Gordm (Luc:le)

Y JOURNAL

Sunday Journal is The

page phot mcolor

Than His

is now practicale |

TAFT DECLARES A. P.
BROKE CONFIDENCE

Published Confidential Letters to
Hays Without Knowledge

or Consent,
New York, July 26—(U. P.)—
Former President Willam H. Taft

today charged that his letters to Re-
publican National Committeeman
[Chairman Hays regarding peace
‘treaty’ reservation were pubilished in
morning papers of 'rhursduy w!thout
his mwl or

mmm-m-m
mmmmmum
telegram from TAfED :
"tmm

twe letters wruhnlnsmta
on-J'llL"'lll‘t.

plainly marked and were published with-
out ths knowledge or consent of Mr,
Hays or myself. I 'ask, in fairness to
Mr., Hays and me, at once to give this
the same publicity as you gave the
lotters.

“WILLIAM H. TAFT.”

Soldiers’ Wives
Gang Up on J. B.
In Straw Voting

Nine women went with their hus-
bands down to the army recrulting of-
fice at Third and ODak Streets Friday
afternoon, and were allowed to cast
a siraw balldbt in the vote being taken
among ex-solidiers.

Nine votes were
tion.

In the matter' of (uftivefgal military
service they voted five to fouwr agalnst:
they split even on tha !M of Na-
tions, one mnot vo and’ one. of
them voted against woman suffrage.

Among the men, also, ition Is
leading Just a ll;ti.ll and this
morning’s ballot “held it bu:k a little
by registering a majority against it

cast for prohibi-

The grand totals in the ‘voting are
as folows:'

Natlonal prohlbition .......... 520 492
Universal -military seérvice....743 243

The League of Natlons......756 228
Woman suffrage ............. 648 342
For the kalser and his aides: Death,
449; - exile, 353;: freedom, B4. The
American girl best, 513; the French
best, 87; no choice, 100; not- voting,
315.

Pacific T. & T. Co.
Increases Its Rates
In San Francisco

PSR e
San Francisco, July 28—(U. P.)—E(l-

*“We are working on L™ |

the fact that he has |

President Wilson Writes Senator
Lodge That No Agreement Has
Been Reaclre.d as to_ Fund.

He Cannot Supply Committee on
Foreign Relations With All In-
formation Desired, He Says.

Washington, July 286.—(I. N. 8.)—
No agreement has been reached as
to how Germany's 20,000,000,000
marks Indemnity shall be divided
among the allied and associated
powers, President Wilsen this after-
noon informed Senator Lodge, chair-
man of the foreign relations commit-
tee, in response to a resolution re-
cently introduced by the Massachu-
setls senator and adopted by the
senate.

Atlempts have been made to arrivé at
the sgreement, as provided for in Ar-
ticle 237 of ths treaty, the president
wroie, but he has not been informed if
one has been arrived at. .

; The text of the pres#denl's letter fol-
ows :

In response to your letter of July
22 requesting me on behalf of the
commitiee on foreign relations to
send (o the commitiee Lhe sagree-
ment reéferred to in Article 237 of
the (realy with Germany in the
event that such an agreement has
been ,determined upon by the allied
and associated government. I would
uylhl.tnflru!lmo'unum
ment has not yet been remched. As
I recollect the business an attempt
was being mades to reach such an
agreement, but ‘I have not yet
learned of an agreement having been
reached.

May I not add. with regard to
other i which li,-..lug -
oﬂvﬂm } _3 '-.:r
from Paris Asia M :"E '

» e O -
pers. I brought me only ﬁh.
which happened to be in my hands
when I left France. Those alone
constitute a considerable mass of;
pupers and I have been going over
them as rapidly as time and my en-
gagements permitted, and must beg
the committee's indulgence for the

delay in informing them what I can *

supply them with,

Article 237 of the trealy urs that
successive instalments of the. repara-
tions paid over by Germany in the sat-
isfaction of claims will bs divided by
the alliez in the proportions which have
been-determlned by them iIn advance
“on @& basis of general equity and of
the rights of each.”

The damage for which conrpemtion
is to be made by Germany is to be de-
termined by a reparation committee
composed of representatives of the al-
lied governments, The commission
must determine the damage for which
Germany will pay and notify that gov-
ernment of its obligations by May 1,
1921

WILSON TO LEAVE FOR
COAST AUGUST 8 OR 9

Washington, July 26—(I. N. 8.)—
That President Wilson .will start his
speaking tour probably August 8 or 9
was indicated at the White House
this afterncon when it was announced
that. he would make speeches on his
way to the coast, where he was to
meet. the Pacific fleet on August 15.
It was pointed out that by leaving
August 8 he would have seven days to
reach the Pacific. Senator King, who
called at the White House today, was
assured the president would make at
least one speech in Utah.

The president had decided to go to
the capitol today to confer with Dem-
ocratic leaders, but abandoned the plan
when he learned that Senator Hitch-
cock, minority leader, was in Boston,
and that many other Democratic sen-
ators were ocut of the city.

Gillett Announces
Investigators of
Fleet Corporation

Washingion, July 28.—(1, N.87J—
Speaker of the House Gillett this after-
noon announced the personnel of the
special house committee to investigate
the ¥Tnited States shipping board and
Emergency Fleel corporation. The com-
mitiee follows:

setts, chalrman: Kelley, Michigan:
Hadley, Washington, and Foster, Ohio,

from | Republicans ; Steele, Pennsylvania. and

Connally, Texas, Democrats,

U. S. Holds Over
9 Billion 1. 0. U.’s

July 28.—(U.

Washington,

| United States now holds $9,615,400,927.65
allies. This

worth of 1. O. U's of the
reached

1 beyond  reach

Representative Walsh of Massachu-

uc op

Owned No Such Fancy Car
as One in Question..

Erwin Christman, 261 Thirteenth
street, eérred Friday night when he
chose a patrolman ror an “uncle.”

Patrolman Gordon Wright stopped
Christman at Fourth and Salmon
streets for fallure to show a light on
a car he was driving.

“Whose car is this?" he asked.

“It belongs to my uncle, Russell
Stillwell,- on the day police force,”
was the answer.

Wright looked at the car. It was =&
brand new big car. And his good friend,
Russell Stiliwell, was, he knew, the pos-
sessor of an elderly little car.

At police headquarters, Christman
confessed thal he had stolen the car, It
belongs to Mercer Basel, 1858 Willow
street.’ Basel had parked the car at
Sixth and Salmon streets. Christman
is employed by the Portland Taxi ga-
Tage.

STRIKERS' SPIRIT
SUBTLY ATTAGKED

Commander of Disciplinary Bar-
racks Using Knowledge of
Human Limitations.

Leavenworth, Kan., July 28.—(I.
N. B.)—By a process of “nibbling.”
the authorities of the disciplinary
barracks of the United States army
here expect to break the spirit of the
3500 strikers in the prison and have
them back at work Monday.

The prison management is taking the
course of lefting the strike frensy wear
Itself out while the men remajn elonly
guarded In the cells

-Not one of the prisoners has done any
work since ‘Tuesday morning, when they

mwl‘huto
¥FOoOD I."I’.I.“

fused at first to accept the dry bread,
demanding régular. prison or army fare.

In such- cases chunks of bread have
been placed on the corridor ficor just
-of the balky prisoners
and have ‘been permitted to He there
in plain sight of the strikeérs. In almost
every case, after a day or two of starva-
tion, the prisoners have begged for the
bread which they had refused.

In other ways the prison manage-
ment i trying to break the will of the
strikérs. The soldiér guards are given
rations of all kinds of dainties and sub-
stantial food In plain sight of the balky
prisoners.

MARY WANT TO WORK

Many who have begged for permis-
slon 10 go back to work have been re-
fused th permission "and they are
known to be trying to persuade the
strike leaders to agree to return to work
with them, In that way Commandant
Colonel Sedgwick Rice expects to have
the strikers asking for anolher chance
to work.

Financiers Are
Ready to Extend
Germany Credit

Berlin, July 25.—(Delayed)—(U. P.)
—New York financial imterests have of-
fered to extend Germany a credit of
$100,000,000 for the purpose of food mnd
raw materials, according to able ad-
vices received by the Deutsche bank
here today from Martin Nordegg, Ger-
man financial agent.

Nordegg sald in his cablegram he
would not close any negotiations until
he arrived here and disclosed who had
offered the credit and the terms of the
advance.

Three biz electrical companies in
GCermany, the Generz!, Blemens and
Bergmann are planning to import week-
ly immense food shipments from Amer-
ica, it was learned today. These com-
panies will distribute the food among
their 150,000 employes inetead of rais-
ing their wages. Bergmann, formeriy
a partner. of Thomas Edison, is the
prime mover in the enterprise.

Husband Seeking
Straying Wife; Is
Offering Reward =

Here’'s a possible alibl if your wife
sees you with apother woman.

Twenty-five dollars reward has been
offered by the husband of Mre Virtie

00sing |
As Uncle Leads|
[To Man’s Arrest

Patrolman Knew Brother Officer|

their dyties. Sin
S B L
m -

Some of the leaders of tbeAttrlke re-

Goes to Hospital|

Definite Plans for Reorganiza-
tion Legislation Begun by the
Senate Military Committee.

After September There Will
Not Be Sufficient Officers.

Washington, July 26.—(I. N. 8.)~—
Definite steps for army reorganiza-
tion legislation were taken this after-
noon by the senate military affairs
commiltes when a subcommittee was
appointed to begin hearings within a
short time.” On the subcommittee
are Senators Wadsworth of New
York, Sutherland, W. Va.; New, In-
diana; Frelinghuysen, New Jersey;
Chamberlain, Oregon: Thomas, Col-
orado, and Fletcher, Florida.

Obstacles In the path of the war de-
partment caused by the reduction of the
by congress were laid before the
ittee by Secretary of War Baker

and General! March, chief of staff.

There will mot be sufficlient officers
after September 20 to carry on the work
of the army, tary Baker sald, and
he declared th would be a shortage
of staflf officers necessary to wind up
the business of the war department. Ha
urged the passage of Senator Wads-
worth’s bill, which would allow 18,000
commissioned officers during the cur-
rent fiscal yvear. Under present condi-
tions less than 12,000 are allowed.

Enlistments are being made at-the
rate of 1000 a day now, Becretary Bak-
er sald. No progress is being made in
the organization of national guard, he
| declared, sdding that immediale steps
must be taken fo .
guard in order’
need not be

Large :quantities.
left exposed to the em ‘because of
lack of personnel to 't‘.'ll'b‘ﬂr it, General
March sald.

The American army constitutes aboyt
200,000 ‘men in France and ‘300,000 in the
United ‘States, 'General March said.

STRENGTH OF ARMY ONE FIFTH
OF WHAT IT WAS ARMISTICE DAY
“Washington, July 26.—(I. N. 8)—

The strength of the army s now Jesa

than one fifth of what it was on the

day the armistice was signed, the war
department announced today. Up _to

June 28, 3,028487 officers and maén

had been discharged, of which 402187

were denobllized’ during June. Sailing

from Europe totaled 1,767,327, and en-

listments &7.289.

Of the 704,845 offlcerl and men re-
maining in the army,. 234976 are In
Europe, 362,801 in the United States,
8477 in Siberia and the remalnder at
sea and insular possessions.

All of the first division and a large
part of the fourth have sailed and the
second has been assigned to early
convoy

Ka.a.reo Stahlberg
Elected. President
Finnish Republic

Washington, July 26.—{(I. N. 8)—
Kaareoj Stahlberg was elected president
of Finland at a session of the diet Fri-
day night the state department was ad-
vised this afteéernoon.

Stahlberg was elected by a vote of
143 to 11 over General Mannerheim,
thus ending the regency of thé latter.

Ban Is Lifted From
Passports to Europe

Washington, July: 26.—Restrictions of
passports to Europe are to be relaxed

be issued to all countries except “enemy
countries and Russia, wh applicants
cam show .the object of visit is

legitimate and reasonabile,” he said. Be-

'Inning on “‘November 1, passports will
issued to persons wishing to visit

Europe for pleasure purposes, he sald.

Patrick Cudahy Dies
From Heart Trouble

26—(U. P.) — Ar-

Milwaukee,” July .

‘m Boys Are

Secretary Bake:l' Declares That!

Drowned When

Two Boys’ Camp Directors Lose
Their Lives With Lads as
*Wind Overturns Beat.

Springfield, Mass., July 26.—
Searchers with grappling hooks were
still dragging the waters of Big Pond,
at East Otis today,
sirowning Friday of nine boysand two
men directorsof the Springfield Boyw’
club, who were camping on the shores
of the lake. Six bodies had been re-
covered up to midnight.

l.eonard Santaslero, 25, one of the
camp directors, made heroic efforts to
save the boys, He leaped ‘from the
{ lImunch into the struggling mass and
seized four, but their weight proved too
much and he sank with them clinging
to him.

When lLiis body was recovered this
forencon the bodies of the four boya
were locked to his in a death grip.

The accident followed & gust of wind
which whipped the waters of the. lake
and overturned a flat bottom boat that
wasg taking & party of campers-back to
an island following a baseball game on
the mainland,

Grief stricken relatives of the boys
will insist upon a thorough inveatiga-
tion to place responsibility for the wc-
cident, it was sald here today. :

The flat bottom boat In which the boys
were riding sank when the lasunch which
was towing them turned back to the
mainiand. A huge wave capsized the
boat and the struggling boys were
thrown into the water.

Witneases sald all sucoeeded in cling-
ing to the eraft. but when one let go
and started to sink the others let go and
attempted to rescue him. In the confusion
and struggle which followed, all went
down. The two directors were pulled
down in the melee while trying to save
the youths.

AIR MAL SERVICE
STRIKE IS SETTLED

Mom “ H'Iﬂ‘l M

. Under Agreement That Inves-
tigation Is to Be Made.

| New York, July 26.—(I. Ni 8.)—
An serial mail service between New
¥ork ard Chicago whs resumeéed to-
day, following an agreement reached
between striking pilots and the po.t
office department.

-

first mall plane for the west at 8:87

o'clock after a delay of more than three
hourl He carried ten pouches of mail
for the west and headed for Bellfonte,
Pa., the first scheduled stop. Officla
gald mails would start for Washington
before noon.

Tha decision of the mall pliots to re-
sume thelr schedule was reached after
postal officiale had agreed (o thresh
the whole series of differences out atb

a conference with representatives of the
avlators. The conferemce will be held in
Washington today or Monday.

The avictors' principal grievances mre
the discharging of two of their number
for refusing to take the air in what
they considered unsafe machines and
unsafe weather.

Conservatives in

Germany Blamed
For Hun Defeat

London. July 286—(I. N. B.)-Wild
scenes during which Soclalists jumped
to their feet shouting “Murderers!”™ at
the Conservatives, marked the speech
of Finance Minister Mathias Ersberger
in the German national assembly at
Welmar, sald an
dispatch from Copenhagen todl.r.

There was tremendous uproar
Erzberger declared that “for four niu
Germany has been under & military
dictatorship.” ‘The oconservatives were
charged with responsibility for the ocon-
tinuation of the war and the ultimate
defeat of Germany.

Karl Hefferich, former minister of

interests at the expense of the country,
in an article in the Relchs Zeltung.

Gertrude Hoffman
Went to See Sister;
Didn't Te‘l}'Hnsba.nd

New York, Ju.ly u—w I?.)-dartmu
, returned ‘to

Hoffman is a sister of Mra,
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Pilot Harold Lewis.took off in the

1s | #eaport.

the German treasury, véred a sharp
attack against Dr. . whom he|
sccused of favoring his own personal
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