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)BELLEAU WOOD
EEN IN ANALYSIS

"

~ Lapse of One Year Gives Perspec tive Whence the Significance of
~“These Actions Can Be Judged; America’s Big Contribution Was
" Participation That Made Possible Counter Attack of July 18.

By Frank ¥. Simonds
: (Copyright, 1910, by the Me

Chateau-Thierry and about Bellau
fighting which
marked the first considerabls interven-

world war. Through the courtesy of the

E -gﬂmn army 1 have been able to visit

. battlefields, talk with the generals
. and reconstruct something of
that action which has be-
for Americans at least temporarily
most interesting single detall in the
war. In the present article I am going to
to set forth facts as contrasted with
lagend of Chateau-Thierry on what
may be regarded as the anniversary of
the struggle.
* To start at the beginning, Chateau-
Thierry is a2 name rather loosely applied
to a serles of operations which took
place between the Marne and the Vesle
rivers between June 1 and the first of
August. These operations may be di-
into four phases:. First, that|
was comprehended in the Ameri-

advance of June 1 and the days immedi-
‘ately following ; second, the offensive
t Belleau Wood of the second divi-

" glon, which began on June 6 and came to

an end about June 25, so far as the Ma-
rines were concerned, with a complete
¢learing of Belleau Waod, and so far as
the Ninth and Twenty-flrst Infantry
were coneerned with the” capture of
VYaux In the first days of July: third,
the conmntribution of the Third division
south of the Marne to the general re-
gistance to the great German offensive
of July 15; and, fourth, the participation
of nina American divisions m\m coun-
?r offensive of Foch, which an on
uly 18-

LUDENDORFF'S MAY OFFENSIVE

On May 27 Ludendorff broke the allied
line held by tired French divisions and
remnants of the Brittish Fifth army
which had been beaten at the Somme and
transferred to the Chemin des Dames for
rest and refit. The German attack was
successful substantially all the way from

issons to Rheims, and in the next few

Qerman forces moved southward as
far as the Marne, took Solssons and en-
tered the outskirts of Rheims and began

"to push southeastward in the general di-

rection of PFaris, pursuing the beatsn
French.
On Decoration day the Second division

. ‘was in billets south of Beauvals, under

=orders to proceed next day to the Somme

s ¥

and take over & portion of tha line
next the First division, theén in action at

- Cantigny, but on that day orders ware

changed, the Second division was di-
rected to move eastward to meet the
German advance which was coming
towards Paris on either side of the Paris-
Meatz road in the neighborhood of Cha-
taau-Thierry whila a similar order was
4ent to the Third division in billets n
considerable distance south of the
e. The objectivé of the 'Third di-

on was the south bank of the Marne,
ing ChateawThierry where it was to
ent the Geérmang from crossing the

ver,

» On June 1 the Marine brigade of the
Second division reached Montreux aux
Lions, a domen miles west of Chateau-
Thierry, and at 1 o'clock of that after-

noon, at the urgent request of General
Degottte, commanding the French corps,
the Bixth Marine regiment moved out on
the Chateau-Thierry road and took a po- |
sition some six miles west of Chateau-
Thierry In Clerembauts Woods, F‘ronuh'
troops were in line still further to the
enst, but the Sixth machine gun bat-
tallon was used effectively on that day.
At the same time the Seventh machine |
gun section of the Third dlvision,
brought up to the south bank of the
Meuse in automobile trucks arrived In |
time to cover the retreat of the French |
Anfantry from the north and prevent the |
Germans from crossing the river.
MARINES DELIVER FIRST A'r'rACK|
In the days immediately following the |
Whole of the Second division took up
itions on either glde of Clerembauts
oods the French troops in front re-
tired on June 4 and thereafter the Amer- |

tcans held this sector. They were not,
however, attacked.

In the same fashion the Third division
arrived and took over from tHe French
the south hank of the Marne. They, too,
were not attacked, although several
companies of one regiment alded the
French In an unsucceasful attempt to
hold HIill 204 just west of Chatleau-
Thierry and dominating the town. This
was the first phase of the Chateau-
Thi tion.

On“r.’;m at daylight, the Marines
north of the Chateau-Thisrry road dellv-
ered the first offensive, taking the villagesy
of Bouresches and entering the south-
east edge of Belleau Wood., From that
time onward the Marines were heavily
engaged up to June 256, Belleau Wood
passed completely into their hands, and
the Germans retired to the hills north
and east, maintaining outposts in sev-
eral small villages. Early on July 9 the
infantry of the Second division south of
Chateau-Thlerry road advanced and took
Vaux {n a very brilliant offensive. This
situation remained on July 10, when the
Second division was relleved by the
Twenty-sixth New Englanddivision. This
ended the second phase.

GREAT OFFENSIVE LAUNCHED

On July 15, Ludendorff launched his
great offensive, which Micluded a main
attack batween Rheims and the Argonne.
and a secondary attack to farce a cross-
ing of the Marne and a2 move eastward
across the base of the Rheims salient
The Third division south of Chateau-
Thierry was on the extreme left of the
alllied line of attack. On the morning of
this day some German troops did cross
the Marne and drove the advance ele-
ments of the Third division cut of their
trenches. Later inthe day they counter-
attacked, regained the lost ground and
drove the Germans eastward. But the
main contribution of the Third division
to this phase of Ludendorff"s offensive
Iay In maintajning its connection with
the French troops to the eastward, who
were driven from jpiNe bank of the Marne
several miles soutbhward. Skillful and
gallant fighting on the part of the Third
divisien prevented the Germans from
cpening a gap in the allied line. This
fighting took place on July 15, 16 and 17,
This marks the third phase.

Finally en July 1§, Foch delivered his
great counter offensive. The maln blow
was gtruck by the French Morocecan di<
vision and the First and Second Amer-
fean divisions entering fram the forest

.

Thin is the
It finds no
ords nor in the
in high command.
some-| On the other hand, I have found =
de- nno;ll Jack of appreciation of the
's gupreme stroke. | really stupenddus and decisive contribu- Probably Americans
'thm‘mynﬂmﬂmummmﬂnmmwohm
corps commanders, the strategy was|July 18, and the successive days, but » .
French, but without them there could | I do not think there can be Any ques- | our first participation was in ?ﬂ
have been no offansive, and had they not | tion &8 to the accuracy of the state-| phage of the German exploftation of the
magnificently, the offansive | ments which I have made here, and par- ries on the Chemin des .
might have failed. : ticularly’ the following : while on July 18 we merely partict )
First, that fighting In the Immediate | j, t the world will probably
NOTION IS WRONG vicinity of Chauteau Thierry in the last| a5 the second battle of the Marne. 3
ica a general notion that in some fash- /
fon or"other the marines saved Paris Second, that Bellesu Wood, where the | ?&'dh‘m:d“g,‘?‘d“ﬂg’. motlgu. M [l
in the June fightipg in the Belleau |marines fought, and the village of | hones Fridey night at Mayagues, Porte 8
Wood engagement generally described | Vaux, which weas taken by the Ninth | Rico.

KIMBALL, LARGE
$256 Cash, %9 Monthly

41

~—Philadelphia Public Ledger.

the Second dlvision in and about Belleau
Wood was six or eight miles away from
Chateau Thierry, while TFoch's main
thrust in his great counter offensive
took place nearly §0 miles north of
Chateau Thierry on the eastern edge of
the forest of Villers Cotterets.

When the Second and Third divisions

of Villers-Cotterets, a dozen miles south
of BSolssona  Subsidiary attacks were
made by the Twenty-sixth division, which
advanced northeast from Ball

up and Iintermingled
troops. |

This counter offensive was one of the
great successes of the war.
American diyisions, and particularly the
First and Second, played an extremely
brillilant “part, advancing until they
crossed the Boissons-Chateau-Thierry
road and, in company with their French
comrades toop positions which made evac-
usation of the whole Chateau-Thierry sal-
lent inevitable. As the German retreat
began other Amerigcan divisions were
brought into action. The Forty-second
Rainbow division which had shared in
the successful defense of the line east of
Rhelms replaced the Twenty-sixth di-

vislon. Theé Twenty-sighth relieved the |

French division and the 31st relieved the
Third. Finally the Beventh-seventh came
into action when the general retreat had
reached the Vesle very early in August,
Jjust as the operation came to a standstill
This s the fourth phase of Chateau-
Thierry.

NAME IS MISLEADING

It remains now to estimate accurately
the value of the American participation.
It will be seen at the outset that
Chauteau Thierry itself is a very mis-
leading name, unless one applies it to
the whole sallent between the Alsne and
the Mame created by the German vic-
tory on the Chemin des Dames of May
21, since, save for the action of the
Third division through its machine gun
detachment on June 1, no fighting took
piice In the immediate vicinity of
Chateau Thierry itself. The fighting of
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and the Fifth division which was broken |
with the French |2l olery
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{ Chateau Thierry salient, they

arrived on Jupne 1, the great German
advance was almost at an end. The
victorious Germans had been advancing
for six days. They had outrun their
and their supplies The bast
proof that the advance was about at an
end is found in the fact that tha Ameri-
cans were never attacked on the lines
they took up, save as the Third di-
vision ‘participated in the. general Ger-
man offensive six weeks later.

It is -therefore inaccurate to assert
that the intervention of the Becond di-
vision on the Chateau Thierry road or
| the Third division south- of Chateau
! Thierry saved Paris, stopped the great
IGerrmm drive or did more at the mo-
| ment than to support and to relieve the
exhausted French divisions and con-
celvably. halt the Germans a mile or
two short of the positien they might
have reached before they were compelled
to abandon thelr advance.

BITUATION LITTLE CHANGED

Of the fighting at Belleau Wood, the
truth is that it was brilllant, magnifi-
cent, but a highly localised affair in
which the marines and the Ninhth and
Twenty-first infantry gave a splendid
indication of the fighting qualities of
our new troops. The capture of Belleau
Wood did not materially change the
gituation, nor did It supply & vantage
point of any particular wvalue, in the
later offensive. Seen as a local en-
gagement fought for a limited objective,
it possesses merit which should make

Belleau Wood and the villages of
Bouresches and Vaux pl of American
pligrimage for many ¥ The bhest

proof of the intsn=sity of the fighting is
ehown by the fact that of the Second

division lost 1260 killed, 3229 wounded |’

and 288 missing—that is nearly 10,000
out of a fighting strength of about 25,000
in six weeks. It is a glorious page In
American military  history, this Bellean
Wood engagement, but it is easy to

iuagn‘ernta its relative importance.

Of the contribution of the Third di-

lx'uion south of the Marne, it is sufficient

to say that it was a useful addition to
the general resistance of the allies, but
it was itself a detail In secomndary cir-
cumstances of the enormous battle. The
German success or failure in the whole
operation depended upon breaking the
French line between Rheims and the
Argonne. French resistance was predi-
cated on defeating this attack. The
French were prepared to give ub more
ground than they. did south of the

illarna if necessary. After the German

defeat
EOonne,

between Rheims and the Ar-
the great counter offensive of

July 18 promptly forced a German re- !

treat south of the Marne.

FOURTH PHASE CONSIDERED

It remains te consider the fourth
phase, that of July 18, and the share
of the Americans in this turning point
of the campaign and of the war. On
this score we say at once that no of-
fensive would have been possible had
American troops mnot been available,
since Foch had no other reserve, We
may say that he would probably not
have risked this great gamble even

Fwith Ameriean troops had they not al-

ready in previous fighting at the
Chateau Thierry sallent revealed qualf-
ties which gave him confidence in them
which was not mistaken, In the counter
offensive more French than American
troops were used, and as it developed,
British and Italian troops were also
used, but many of the French troops
which were employed, particularly In
the first days, could not have been put
in had not the American troops re-
gnotd them ig other sectors of the
on
We did two thinga, then. We sup-
plied Foch with a strategic reserve
which enabled him to make his great
wcounter offensive. both by contributing
four divisions to that attack and by
releasing French divisions whose places
were taken by other divisions of the re-
gerve. il et L
. that attack, the First and Second
slons fighting, on either side of the
division, the best
mga the  French army, sur-
passed all expectalions. As a -
slsm:u‘auh -outrhw%l-at ‘Saissons out
+ forest of ers Catteret, the
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—how would you like to have the beautiful teeth of your
younger days? How would you like to win the admira-
tion and approval of your friends by exhibiting pretty,
natural-looking teeth when you smile or talk?

—artificial teeth made in this office are always designed
and set with the idea of appearing natural. They are
never too perfect, but we set them at slight angles,
place little irregularities here and there that make them
appear just as if made by nature.

—all artificial teeth are selected with care that they may
properly harmonize with the features and complexion of
the patient. They also articulate perfectly and are guar-
anteed to give lasting sarisfaction.

~—all this is made possible through our complete labora-
tory equipment; the skill and experience of graduate den-
tists of many years’ practice in this city, and a sincere
desire to please our patients that makes us give a little
more time and attention to little details that some dentists
neglect.
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—My quality has stood the test. Thousands have found
it permanent. How else could I per3onally guarantee it
for 15 years? Quality dentistry does not always mean
extremely high fees. My low fees are within reach of all—
merely a fair profit on your work.

REMEMBER

“Every Patient Must 0pen
Be Absolutely and Nights

Forever Satisfied” |

—is the motto of this office,. Of the thousands of pa-

tients who have had their dental work dope here in past

years, I HAVE NEVER REFUSED to make any

complaint, REGARDLESS of whether it was OUR fault

or the patient’s. I never argue—the patient is ALWAYS
RIGHT. :
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