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long, unending line of Yankee doughboys crossing a bridge over the Moselle river, uhieh marks the
boundary line of Germany and Luxemburg.

Salem, Jan. 11. Blame for the Ine-

quality of property assessments for tax-

ation in the various counties should not
be laid entirely at the door of the county
assessors, because it belongs at the door
of the state tax commission, according
to a Crrlok county taxpayer who has
made somewhat of an Investigation into
the subject.

This Taxpayer alleges that the tax
commission "has made so many errors
In fixing ratios by which . public - utili-
ties are taxed in the various counties
and the ratios by which the various
counties pay their state tax that the
county assessors of the state who have
had any experience at all with the tax
commission have no confidence in the
commission."

He also contends that county asses-
sors who have responded to the tax
commission's urgings that assessments
be made on a nearer to cash valuation
have, In effect, caused their counties
to.be penalized by the tax commission
when it has refused to increase the
ratios for the respective counties in pro-
portion to the increase in assessments.

Legislation Only Remedy
While this taxpayer seeks to place the

blame upon the tax commission rather
than upon the assessors for the hodge
podge conditions as to property assess-
ments which exist through the state, he
only emphasizes the necessity for legis-
lation which will correct these cond-

itions. Just what form the remedy
should take has not been brought out.
although former State Treasurer Kay
has suggested that the tax commission
should be given authority to require as-
sessors to make their assessments on a
cash basis so they would be more near-
ly equal in all the counties.

But the frook county taxpayer has
no confidence hi the tax commission. He
says:

"Tn 1916 Crook county's assessed val-
uation whs $3. 178. 000 and was Increased
In 1917 to $4. 738, 235, an increase of 48
per cent. Crook county's ratio, as fixed
by the state tax commission, was 53
in 1916 and 59 in 1917. In other words,
after the county assessor of Crook
County had attempted to heed the law of
the state and the earnest persuasions of
the state tax commission to assess fulT
cash value were attempted to be carried
nut tha ul atd i a tr irr-- i ml aoi ..i.-a-

the percentage of state tax that the tax-
payers of Crook county must ray.

Honesty Is Penalized
"Therefore, because the county asses-

sor attempted to obey the law and obey
the exhortations of the ta-- commission,
he caused the taxpayers of Crook-count-

to be penalized for his enterprise and
for his attempts to obey the law. Do you
suppose he will raise them again? If
he did, he would get recalled."

When Tax Commissioner Galloway
was asked about the Crook county ratio,
he declared that prior to 1917 the ratio
was entirely too high to represent the
correct assessed valuation of property in
that county, but now. since the assess-
ments had been raised nearly 50 per
cent and the ratio increased but slightly
the ratio was practically correct.

"Compare the ratio and assessed val-
uations In Crook county with the ratio
and assessed valuations of any other
county and it will be seen that the ratio
for Crook is correspondingly as high as
in any other county," declared Commis-
sioner Galloway.

Other Coanties Suffer
But that is not the view of the Crook

county taxpayer.
"They not only did the same thing to

other counties, but they rubbed it in,"
continues the taxpayer, speaking of the
tax commission. "Take Lake. The in-

crease in assessments in 1917 over 1916
was from $9,420,284 to $11. 801.978, an

increase of 25 Vi per cent, but the ratio
fixed by the state tax commission was
raised from 73 to 76. an increase of 4
per cent. The people of Lake county
likewise were penalized by the state tax
commission because their assessor at-
tempted gradually to comply with the
law.

"In Sherman county the assessor in-

creased his assessments from $6,305,400
in 1916 to $7,732,410, an increase of 2i
per cent, and the state tax commission
refused to give Sherman county any
recognition at nil and left its ratio, by
which its share of the state tax is de-
termined, the same as it was in 1916,
and the people of Sherman county were
also penalized for the enterprise of its
assessor.

Inequalities Are Cited
"On the other hand, in Clatsop county

the assessments were raised to $25,926,-52- 6

in 1917 from $19,361,338 in 1916, an
increase of only 27 per cent, and the
ratio was raised from 68 to 75, an in-

crease of 28'i per cent, and quite an
advantage for the Willamette valley
county as to its share of the state tax.

"The only other county in the state of
Oregon that raised its assessments as
much as Crook was Harney. Its increase
was 57 Per cent, and the state tax
commission give it ari increased ratio of
from 65 to 85, an increase of 31 per cent,
as against Crook county's increase in
assessments for the same period of

Crook county only an Increased ratio of
11 Vi per cent as against an arbitrary
raise In assessments throughout the
county of 48 Hs per cent, thereby raising

"Delightfully Different and Musically
the Most Perfect Talking Machine

wi All the WorljT

The Sonora is internationally famous and known as
the finest and most perfect talking machine ever
made. The Sonora claims your recognition of its
superiority On the three essenfials of a musical in-

strument

per cent and increase in ratio of
per cent. Now on the face of these re-

turns do you see anything to encourage
assessors east of the mountains to raise
assessments to full cash value, or any-
thing fair about the actions of the state
tax commission?

"It is certain that the assessors of
the Kastern Oregon counties will not
increase assessments if it is going to
penalize their constituents. They are
responsible, in the flrst instance, to the
taxpayers of the county for which they
are assessors. If it is not to the interest
of the taxpayers to have assessmeints
increased, and if the state tax commis-
sion is not going to give the taxpayers
and the county assessors due credit, but
on the other hand is going to penalize
the taxpayer, assessments in Oregon
will never be raised to full cash value."

Unliform System TS'eeded

Tax Commissioner Galloway points
out, in explanation of the reference
made by the Crook county taxpayer to
Sherman county, that Sherman county
now has a ratio of 96, and if the argu-
ment of the taxpayer were followed and
the ratio was increased 223 per cent,
which represents the increase' in assessed
valuation, the ratio would far exceed
100, which represents full cash value.
He said the increase in assessed value
in Sherman county was due to the
assessment of additional property, prin-
cipally wheat, which was not in the
county when the assessment foi the pre-
vious year was made. He ha a letter
from the Sherman county assessor ex-
pressing entire satisfaction with the
ratio of 96. J

As the assessed valuation is the foun-
dation upon which all taxing; systems
rest, it seems apparent that there is
need for some system which will put
the property owners in all the counties
on a more uniform and' equal basis,
where all of them will share alike in
bearing the burdens of taxation.

Kingston Again Has
Its Harbor Lighted

Special Cable to The Journal and Chicaeo Daily
News.

Kingston, Jamaica, Jan. 11. Several
of the restrictions imposed by the gov-

ernment in consequence of the war are
being removed. The streets facing the
harbor of Kingston and the harbors of
other important ports which were or-

dered to remain in darkness at night are
now lighted. Great scarcity of fVaur ex-

ists, the people preferring American to
Canadian flour. The food situation is
still serious and a food controller has
been appointed. Spanish Influenza has
claimed a total of nearly 4000 victims in
Jamaica.

1919 War Stamps on sale now at
usual agencies.

DANCING
Guaranteed

JN 8 LESSONS

Ladies $2.50
Gentlemen $5
At DeHoney's Beaatifal

Academy, SSd and
Washington

New classes for beginners start Mon
day. Thursday and Friday evenings this
week. AH modern ballroom' aances
taught in 8 lessons. Ladies, $2.50 ; gen-
tlemen, $5.00, to all joining these classes.
Take one or four lessons a week. Tickets
are good until used.

Advanced Dancing Classes
start Tuesday evening. More beneficial
more practice, more desirable than any
ordinary dancing party. Join this class :

learn new steps : add the professional
snap to your dancing ; meet refined
people ; enjoy yourself. Start Tuesday
evening at 8 to 11 :30.

DIFFERENT FROM OTHER
SCHOOLS

The Only School teaching each lesson
the entire evening, 8 to 11, where you
receive the proper amount of practice.
The Only School with a separate step
room and ' extra teachers, where back-
ward pupils receive special attention.
The Only School with a system where
you dance with dozens of different part-
ners, teaching the gentleman to lead
and lady to follow correctly (the only
nay to becorae a practical dancer).
The Only School where each pupil re-
ceives a printed description of all dances
free. We do not teach before dancing
parties begin, or give short one-ho- ur

lessons, and I conscientiously believe
one lesson fromis Is worth six in theaverage school. The most backward
pupil will not feel embarrassed and will
meet refined people. Private lessons all
hours. Learn - correctly from profes-
sional dancers. JCall afternoon, or eve-
ning. Phone Main 7656.

Tone Quality, Appearance and Mechanical Construction
rSonora Tone Quality is not slight and questionable, but is immediately and

convincingly evident.
-- their exquisite beauty is foundSonora Cabinets are delightfully

delicate curves and soft bulges.
Sonora Motors are the supreme motors of-th- e talking machine world. They

are of Swiss designs, manufactured in America, are absolutely noiseless and will
play nearly twice as many records with one winding as any other make.
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The Sonora
will play any and all makes
of disc records perfectly,
without extra attachments
of any kind.

Prices
$60 to $1000

Terms if desired.

We Invite Your Inspection

Exclusive Sonora Representa-
tive for This Territory
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Bush & Lane Piano Co.
Broadway at Alder

and Columbia Records

Bush & Lane Bidg.
Dealers in

Victrolas and Victor Recoils Sonoras Grafonolas


