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* GENERAL HAGOOD'S
SPEECH THRILLS
PEOPLE OF FRANCE

- Words of American General Be-
fore Association of French
Home Electrifies Country.

SOLDIERS TAKEN TO HOMES

Hospitable French Open Hearts
and .Homes to Boys From
Across the Atlantic.

By Sterliag Mellig

Bomewhere In France, July 4.—I have
seen & beautiful and solemn sight.

It was American boys going off to bat-
tle, kissed by French mothers—timidly,
a8 If they féared to usurp so great a
proxy. Mothers acroas the séa, It was
for you, for Framce, for gratitude. The
boya did not go off to fight, alone, from
lonély eamps. They had spent an eve-
ning in a parlor. They had met French
homeéna.

I will not describe the scenes. They
were holy. One was of 11 young Amef-
feans in ths library of a banker of Blois.
Five Iadies were present. The otHer,
which T did not withesa with my own
eyea, was four boys in the parlor of a
wholesals French druggist. On a third
ocetision, it was at a fashionable water-
ing place, like Vichy., Youhg men from
an American troop on halt, drawn by the
hotel lights, at dusk, lngered timidly,
outside. A beautiful woman hurried to
them. ““Will you come In7"

Hotel Crowd Thrilled

Naw, It happenad that one who had
sung as a particular star in moving pioc-
tures was among them, and two of his
companions had fime volces. Soon they
were around the plano, charming the
French hotel parlor with rag time, “Poor
Bufttérfiy,” "1, 2, 3, 4" '"The Broken
Doll.” When they got to “Dicky Doola,”

" YIt's Calling Me,” and “Huckleberry
Queen,” figures from the garden strolled
in, drswn Irresistibly. There was some-
thing contagious, ardant, out of ordinary,
in the strong male chorua. The boys
wera all keyed up, and young star, with
his glorious voice, perfect method and
face and presence of a young god, threw
unconsolousness, solemnity into “The
Long, Long Trall.” And elderly French-
men thrilled, without understanding
the words, wher' they came to “Kegp the
Home Fires Burning—Turn the black
cloud Inside out—Untll the boys come
home |

“What is 1t?7 What Is ItT" questioned
& white moustached Parls stock broket
of his daughter. Tears were on the
lovely mirl's cheek, as she whispered:

“They are going to the open battle, In
the morning.* .

Freneh Homes Opened

Things are happening, heres, which
would thrill America. An American gen-
eral has spoken words which electrified
all France. Joffre himself has spoken,
who never mads a speech, and Madame
Joffre sends this message to American
mothers:

“Together our sons are shedding their
blood. Our endeavor s to iIncite all
French familles to open their doors to
your sons, so as to remind tham of thein
own homes, and durlfig all the time they
remain In France, we will conslder it a
sacred duty to do everything in our
power for their welfare."

You have, of courss, read much about
this great national movement of French
homes. All our soldlers, on thelr leave,
are Invited into society. With the coop-
eration of American regimental chiefs, a
rain of invitations; pearsonal, by nama,
falls on bunches of men whose army
leave is due next weak. Instéead of wan-
dering about city atrests alons, or killing
time In ecafes, they are booked for chat-
eaux, country places, pleasant villas,
snug apartments. The thing 18 in the
alr. When passing American troops stop
for & halt, the village folks, themselves,
throw open their doors and call: “Come
In! Coms in!"

Invitation Is General

The thing {s spontaneous, because
French papers are full of it—*“thess
Amaéricans, who have com# so far to fight
for us, must not be left to loneliness and
promiscuous company,” but, as in all
successful great movements, there i8 or-
Eanisation and the flood of actual invi-
tations i{s tapped and channeled by the
powerful Association of French Homes,
made up of sacial leaders gf all catsgor-
lea, old aristocrats, Franco-Americans,
modern fashionables, military families
and the families of great business men, in
connection with the leaders of both
armies, and the French university world.

When Joffre spoke, for the first time
sinos the Marne (he had never bafore
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GETS FRENCH HOMES OPENED

Ameriea

General Johnson Hagood at whose Initiave French homes are opened o

n soldiers.

appeared In public, In Franes, to give
an address), he was backed up, In the
proposition, by Bergson, the illustrious
philosopher. Both remember, are
Academicians, of the Forty Immortals,
like the Comte d'Haussonville, tha his-
torian and grandeon of Mmea. de Stael,
Lavedan, the playwright, and the Comte
Albert d¢ Mun, who descended from
the kinms of France—hls widow sat with
them, at this brilliant Paris function.
It took place In the Rothchild mansion
beside the French white house, with its
magnificent garden, in full Paris, for
the overflow; and a mere mention of
prominent nameg reminds us that Paris
Is always Paris, war or no war, 1 pick
out the best-known, among the “we’ of
Mme. Joffre, who are pledged to open
their doors, socially, to American sol-
diers agd incite all good French fam-
flles to do the samel

Prominent Names Mentioned

Comtesse Albert de Mun; Duc and
Duchesse de Magsa; Duo and Duchesse.
de Montmorency (American); Duchesse
de Clermont-Tonnerre; .Marquise de
Charette (afiother American family,
descended from President Polk); Mar- |
quis de Dion; Henry Cachard, the in-
ternational lawyer, adviser of our ex-

| but

always been so active In American re-
lations; Mme. de Billy; Bergson, the
philosopher and Acadéemician, who 18
president of the work; and Oenéras
Johnson Hagood, representing the Amer-
fcan army.

There was Intense curiosity té hear
Joffre. After the war, he will have to
make & long oration bafore the immort-
als, sulogizing the deceased member of
the French academy to whose seat he
hag been elected. Today, he was ghort;
ere was neither embarrassment
nor ultra-military snap in the manner
of the world-famed strategist, But the

who has roughed [t over the world and
feels across the ocean.

“The soldiers of the United States who
fight in France are go far from their
country that they cannot go to thelr
own firesides for eomfort and
agement during ths periods thetr
leave,” sald the hero of the Marne,
pointing out In a A phrase the es-

sential sttuation. which
g

‘they lack, wa can give
themn the doors of the homes of French
families. The mothers of Am will
| be grateful fo ua”

Bergson Explains Frieandship

peditionary forces ; Paul Cambon,
France ambassador, and Gerard, ditto;
General Pau; Mr. and Mrs. Fred Allen;
Mrs. Vanderbiit; Baron ds Courcslles;
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Carter; Geneéral
Brugere; Comte de Fels, who married
& daughter of the sugar king, Lebaudy;
Vicomte d'Harcourt; H. Simond, owner
of the “Echo de Parfs”; Mme. Hot-
tinguer, daughter of the international
banker, Munroe; Baron Henr{ de Roth-
schild ; Princesse de la Tour d’Auvergne;
Ctese Bertrand dJd'Aramon, niece of
James Gordon Bennett; Joseph Reinach
(Figaro), etc. ste

Of the Parls committee actively ar-
ranging for the reception of American
soldiers in French homes, I saw the
Comtesse Jacques de Bryas (American) ;
Mme. Paul Dupuy; Pierre Lalo; Prin-
c¢esse Aymon -de Luecings (formerly Mrs.
Btrickland) ; Ctsse. d8 LA Rochecantin;
Princesss ds la Tour d'Auvergne-Laura-
guais; Ctsse. de Ste.-Andegonde (Amer-
lcan), and Mme. Maurica Boral, the sec-
retary, with her staff of assistanta, fil-
ing ¢lerks, stenographers, ate.

Jofire Makeg Speech
The first speech was’ mads by Mar-
shal Joffre.
Seated near him wers Mra. Cushman,
of the Y. M. C. A.; Mme. Julés Siegfried,
wife of the famous Alsatian manufac-

That s all, yet thsre were thunders

of applausa,

Bergson, greatest of Iliving philoso-
phers, éxplained the friendship which ex-
ists between the two peoplés, paid a
splendid tribute to Pr t Wilson,
whoss name was acclaimed, and termi-
nated by citing the president’'s farewell
to M. Viviani: “We are brothers in the
same cause.’

Then followed the surpriss of the bril-
llant function.

General Johnson Hagood is & Bouth
Carolina man, well known in Georgia,
wheré he had to do with coast defanses.
Today he is a chief of staff somewhers
in France, but among asctive army men
of the A. H. F. none séems willing to
Iimit how high may go this slender,
boyish figure and strange eyess which
light up In moments of ardor a face
that has something Napoléonic. When
General Hagood took his place beside
Joffre on thé platform, he was quits un-
known to the audience. Even when he
ross to respond for the American army,.
the moving plcture men did not seem
to understand. Not & cameéra was turned
on him. Little by little, however, every-
body waked up. Here were lapidary
phragses, an oration like an engraving
hammered inté bronze, a veritable inspi-
ration. The audisnce listened breath-

tirer and Deputy of Havre, wiie has

less. It was one of those great moments.
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return empty
haps, to take our dead with us.”

You could hear a pin drop.

‘Eath man on leaving America fsels,
his meother feels, hia wife feels, his swest-
heart feéls that we ars not here to di-
vide tha spoils of the vanquished, but to
fight for what we believe to be justice
and what we know to be liberty: To this
we will give all our money, all our young
men, all that we have, and hnever stop
until the gamis is won by our side ™

This nobility of soul, of classic grand-
eur, electrified the audience, as, the next
day, it slectrified Franca. I gquote from
tha Petit Parisian and Pestit Journal, the
two papers which claim the greatest daily
circulation ™n the world. According to
the latter, the words, éven In translation
from English to French, give such a pow-
erful impression that it was impossible

“They are, in truth, more than the
Spartan mothérs,” he said, “who bade
their sons return with their shields or on
their shields. Ah, yes, our women know
that they will never return at all! Their
dead must rést across the séa! Women
of France, recelve the living In your
families! When they returh to battle, lst
it be with the benediction of a home "

Later on, far from Paris, I saw Gen-
eral Hagood.

While a feroclous worker, of no great
benevolence to newspaper correspond-
ents, he was willing to spéak on this ohe
subiect, to the heart of his chief.

“It ia very dear to our government”
he sald, “and it has the entire support of
the army. It is a national thing. Tell
it to Ametican worien. The best ele-

pening. So, with

remember those given two wesks at Alx
les-Bains for fine conduct?

days, they asked to réturn te

they felt they should be doing

Couldn't enjoy themselvea! If

beéan longer In the war It would be dif-
ferent ; but just now, asking or fccepting
leave is llke a fellow trying to sleep om
a locomotive engine In movement—he
can’'t do It. But the engineer can. He is
accustomed.”

The general's face beamed.

“The French,” he sald, “are like that
engineer, or, rather, like their own meén
who sleep beside the cannon's roar. We
can'tt Bo, when they ask us to chateaux,
we put It off. But the time will come,
more and more, and it will be splendid—

can go from A nearby port on Sunday
afternoons. At Brest, ] am permitted tell
of five such ssaside mansions, rented ax-
pressly for a Uiks purpose. At the beach
of M-—— half an hour by train from an-
other port. a wealthy Parls business man

has léased an entire summér hotel and |

its parsonnel, for enlistéd mién. And so
on, Endless lists could be compiled.

In Paris, I may cite Mma Borel, ex-
ample of many. This rich and gracious
womAn receives, every Bunday afternoon,
from 60 to 75 American officers, and on
two weekly afternocons, & ding
number of enlisted mén. At tha Y. M. C.
A. headquarters in the Avenue Mon-
taigne, a list of a hundred Parisians and
their wives could be mads, sach week,
who come and ask for “Améficans to
take home.” As for chatéaux, the éxam-

“Eo-ll-sa!™ “A-lee-sa!" French ¢
olselles pronounces it funnily. The mot
knits complacently. The

wild doings can be.

For, you ses, it's new—to the French

also !
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$6.00 AND UP
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kindly,- easy-going way of the colonial, |
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TOMORROW at 8:15 and

D. W. GRIFFITH’S

UPREME TRIUMPH
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EATRE

TWICE DAILY
THEREAFTER

A Romance of the Great War
A POSITIVE SUCCESSOR

TO THE “BIRTH OF A NATION” AND “INTOLERANCE”

FILMED ON

The Battlefields of France

SWEETEST LOVE STORY EVER TOLD

ACCOMPANIED BY A GRAND

Symphony
Orchestra

ALL SEATS RESERVED—The Prices
Matinee at 2:15—25¢, 50¢, 75c—Box Seats $1.00
Evening at 8:15—25¢, 50c, 75¢, $1—Box Seats $1.50
SEATS NOW SELLING AT THE HEILIG
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