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“Military Necessity” Is Phrase Worn Threadbare by Hun Execus

tives, Whose Annoying Attitude
Humanitarians Who Assume
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Is Borne With Patience by
Task of Feeding Belgians.
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EANWHILE, in anxious impatience,

h envoys. One mornin

, from the
2 telegram from Mr. Gerar

‘Memories of Helgium Under the German Oceupstion.” All rights
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we were awaiting the return of our
unexpected direction of Berlin, came

saying that the British government had agreed

to let food come into Belgium provided it was sent by the American embassy

in London to the Amerigan legation in Brussels.
waited another week; then 1 had a bundle of teleng.ms that had come by way
of The Hague, another sign of amelioration, showing

way of The Hague and Antwerp had been restored.

One of the talegrams was from our
ambaasador in London, Dr. Page, who
#ald that In persuance of our reguest
for assistance, he had asked Mr, Har-
bert Clark Hoover to organize s com-
mittes to ralse funds and to puorchase
food for the Belgian civil population.
There was a telégram also from Mr.
Hoover, known to me then only as the
Ameriean who had been gt the head
of the committes formed in London to

- mnsist in repatriating Americans whom
the flood of war had overwhelmed. 1t

wWas R sympathetic and heartening re-
sponsa; Mr. Hoover said that he had
organized thd committee which would
#ot up at once the machinery necessary
to the purchase and the shipment of the
food; that the organization had been
named the American commission for re-
llef in Belgiurng; that it would be com-
posed exclusigely of Americans, and
that, in accopdance with thes condition
lald down by the British government,
the food would be shipped to me as
American minister at Brussels, under
the American flag. T sent a telegram
expresding the gratitude of the Belgian
paople, of the Comite WNational, and
of myself, for thia most generous re-
sponse to our appeal, a responsa in
which 1 could have my own patriotic
pride and satisfaction; but I asked that
my friand and colleague the Marquis
of Vilinlobar, be included as patron in
a rejation identieal with my own, and
onllad attention to the efforts he had
made to ald the great work. And this
wan done.

Relief Work
Takes Shape

There was another telegram, from
Mbaon, asking that a thousand labels
In German, with the authorimation of
the government, be sent at once to
Rotterdam to be placed on the ship-
ments of food about to be sent in. This
had an encouraging and practical
sound, and T could at once bear the
good news to the gentlemen of the
Comite National.

The next afterncon, at last,
- delight, the Baron Lambert, well
groomad and smart as ever, came In.

to my

just back from London with the good

So there was hope! We

that communication by

sentative of the commission to arrive
in Belgium wgs to be the last to leave,

Early in November Gibson returned
from the Odyssee that had taken him
to Havre and to that little corner of
Flanders left to Belgium, where, in &
summer cotiage in the “bleak sand
dunes by the sea, he had seen the king
and the queen, living in the midst of
that austers scene, with cold November
winds blowing, and now and then
a shell screaming over their roof, sup-
porting their fate with royal fortitude.
He brought back the kindest of mes-
sages from thelr majesties and from
Baron de Groqueville and from my
colleagues at Havre, and he brought
back the detalls of the great organiza-
tlon Mr. Hoover was undertaking. We
had been experiencing the first of those
tremendous and complicated difficulties
in carrying on the work of feeding the
Belgians, difficulties that were destined
to dog us with an almost maddening
perslstence during so many months and
what, In their slow lapse, seemed so
many years. The organisation of an
enterprise that had to devise ways and
means of ralsing $10.0086,000 every
month of purchasing food stuffs in the
distant markets of the world, in Ar-
gentine, in Canada, In America, find
the means of transport across troubled
and dange seas, and distribute it to
seven mm:i of people In a land
where the le machinery of common
life had been dislocated, where there
were none of the ordinary means of
communication, &nd to do all this in
the midst of armies in the field, was a
task that would have seemed insuper-
able a few months before.

Office Opened
In Brussels

The C, R. B., as wa were soon calling
the commission for rellef in Belgium,
had offices in London, In New York
and in Rotterdam, and now it was
to establish an office in Brussels, and
one of the first difficulties was to co-
ordinate its relations with the gigantic
organization of the C. N., as we were
soon calling the Comite National.

Under the condltions imposed by the
British government the food stuffs

news, and far too modest over the suc-|were to be consigned to the American

cegs of his mission. Mesare. Helnaman |
and Francqui were to arrive in Brus-
nels that evening: Gibson was staying |
on In England. .

Weeks before, the Comite National
had ment Mr., Milllard K. Shaler, for]
whom, as an American citizen, we had|
heen able to secure authorization from
the Germana to leave Balgium, to Lon-
don to buy food. In those days travel- |
ern had tn make a great detour around |
hy Maestriche to get out pf the coun-
try, and after 1 succeeded in having
him released from the Kommandan-|
tur at Liege. where he had been hatd|
two days as a spy, Mr. Shaler was al-
lowed to leave and to resume his jour-
ney to Lonflon. Now he returned; he
hkad been able to buy wheat for the
("fomite National but had not been able |
to obtain permits for Iits export. He |
eould glve us more detalls of the almost |
irsuperable difficulties that lay In the |
#wy of the prodigious enterprisa we
had urndertaken, difficulties which, had |
wa been able to foresee them, would
have deterred us from the attempt.
We »were astill in a state of Innocence
In those days, still llving In the Western
world as we had known it, that world
of reason and helpfulness. We were
soon to learn of another world, but we
did not know It then. We thought that
if we could procure enough food to
last over winter our troubles would
be over!

Edward Curtis
Arrives

However, on Baturday, October §, there
arrived at the Legation a good looking
young Amearican just graduated from
Harvard, a lad with clear eyes and a
strong, square jaw, Mr. Edward Curtis,
a grandson of George Whllam Curtis,
He came through from Rotterdam with
latters from Captain Lucey saying that
tha first shipment of food had arrived.
He was a welcomed guest, this quist

salf-restrained boy, who, the first repre-

minister at Brussels and to be. dis-
tributed under his supervision: he was
to be the responsible witness of the
fact that there had been strict observ-
ance on the part of the German soldlers
of the guarantees given by the Fiald
Marshal Baron von der Goltz Pacha,
governor general (n Belgium. But
slnce the American minister, even with
the best will in the world, could not
ba ublquitous, he had to have recourse
to representation, and Mr. Hoover hit

upon the happy davice of securing the |
services of two score young Amerl,cs.m:,l

just then students at Oxford, young

men who had proved theilr metal by |

winning the Rhodes scholarships. They
volunteered for the work )

It would hava been dificult to ecréate
such an organisation in the ordinary
timea of peace, with everybody wall
disposad, but, in addition to the physi-
cal obstacles created by the chaos of
war., there was an atmosphere highly
charged with {ta wvarious suspicions,
envies, jealousies, hatreds and all the
meaner passions let loose in mad fury
in the world, that made it almost im-
posaible. This stupendous organiza-
tlon was due largely to the genius of
Herbert Clark Hoover, but the minor
task of keeping peace in the family
ssemed by mome unkind fatality to fall
to the lot of the person who happened
to be American minister at Brussels,
and seemed to offer a convenient hu-
man substance to absorb all the numer-
our shocks. Perhaps it was because
that substance was of the very soft-
ness sometimes {irritably attributed ¢o
it when it declined or falled to range
{tself promptly and belligerently on one
or the other side of the disagreements
that almost dally distressed ug: I do
not know ; all I know ls that it seemed
to be my role for a long time to induce
pouting men of wvarious nationalities
and widely separated points of view
and different habits of thought to meet
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ION FOR BELGIAN RELIEF FORMED—FOOD

at the legation and, over a cup of
tea, notoriously an innocuous and soath-
ing beverage. to compose or forget thesir
differences and to allow those poor Bel-
glans, who had ne guarrel with any-
body, to go on eating.

Germans in
Ugly Mood

The atmosphere in Brussels during
thoee early days in November were not
congenial to accords, and indeed, it did
not improve in this respect as time want
on. The Germans were not in & con-
ciliatory humor, they were, indead, dis-
tinctly difficult and irritable. The
kaiser had come to town for & day and
had installed himself In the dark old
palace of the d4’Arenberg’'s there In the
Petit Sablon; it was said that things
were not going on well toward the sea
and down near Calals and Dunkerque ;
and, as I beard some time later, that
the kaiser had come -within 15, fminutes
of his death by an Fnglish aviator's
bomb at Thieltt He was in a chateau
there, so & German officer told ma: was
to lunch and leave in the Imperi
motor at 1:30! The imperial Iunchoo:;
however, was finlshed earlier than had
been expected and the kaiser left In
the Iimperial motor at 1:15. At 1:30
the aviator was hovering overhead, and
the bomb dropped and expioded in the
chateaun. We were not at that time.
however, so expert in noting the reflex
actions of such incidents as wa became
later. But at any rate the Belgian flag
and even the flag of Brussels had been
ordered down from the Hotel de Ville,
and because a Brussels policeman In a
scuffle had struck a German secret
agent the Germans fined the City of
Brussels 65,000,000 francs and demanded
that alf policemen be disarmed and
that they.salute the German officers.

“What!"™ sald one policeman. “Salute
them—after “they killed my father and
mother!"

But whatever the cause may have
been, the authorities were difficult,
even those who desired to be other-
wise. We began to encounter the phe-
nomenon, not new In the world, of the
tyranny of a phrase. As Socialists, for
Instance, speak of class consciousness,
80 the German offlcers spoke of “mili-
tary neceasity.” We would ask that
something be done, something that
ssemed innocent and harmless, but no.
it could not be done; and when we
asked why, the words “military neces-

sity” were pronounced; offen In“a

of the civil departments they would
shrug their shoulders and say, “les
militaries n'en veulent pas.,” ("the mlili-
tary does not wish it") and that was
an end of it, no use for further discus-
sion; it was as though a prophst of
old had cried, “Thus saith the Lord.”
Attitude

Annoying

The guarantess of the Pacla seemed
clear enough, unless “messieurs les
militaires” should pronounce the magic
formula "une necessits militaire” ; then
they would bécome something else. We
had the guarantees of the governor
genaral permitting the food to enter
and protecting it from peizure, but this
dooument was as yet a lifeless thing:;
it had to be vivified by construction
and by application. To render it prac-
tical it implied the means of communi-
cation and free circulation, in a word
passierachein, for a large number of
dealegates of the C. R, B. I may as well
say now that of all the food imported
into Belgium by the C. R. B. during
all the time we were there, .the Ger-
mans never seized a graln;: the guar-
ntee was enforced and respected, But
there were always military difficulties;
things were done but seldom done gra-
glously or in that grand manner.

If they did justice they did it as
though they were granting a faver, and
{f they granted a favor they did it with
& gesture that absolved ths recipient
of the obligation of gratitude. Our
right to circulae, for instance, to come
and go, was not disputed, was Indeed

mitted, but it seemed to be impos-
gible to procure passierscheins which
when shown to stolid sentineis would
let one by. The authorities would shake
their heads., shrug their shouldera and
says

“Ce sont les militaires!" (“They are
soldiers !™)

We  discussed passiersqheins for
months. We had to have passierscheins
for Curtis, who was to come and go be-
twean Rotterdam and Brusssls bearing
the C. R. B. dispatchés We had to
have passlerscheins for the delegates
of the C. R. B, who ware to travel
about in Belgium ; we, that is Villalobar
alid I had to have passierscheins for
ourselves.

It was on November §, after many
consultstions, that we gathered at last
around the long oaken table at the
American legation there in my room and

Above, lelt to right—Storehouse for commission for relief in Belgium at Rotterdam; American rellef
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" 1
had the first of those sessions that| which had been outlined with order

were to be so often repeated In the
history of the revitallement (revictual-

izing) of Belgium. The personages were
always the same; Mr. Hoover was pres-
ent, of course, when he was in Brus-
sels, and after the C. R. B. had a di-
rector,
That day, however, there was the Mar-
guis of WVillalobar, Mr. Solvay, whose
snowy white hair and beard framed the
kindly face of the humanitarian; Mr.
Francqul, with his snergy, his will, his
executive force and vigor, his black eyes
flashing determination or sparkling
humorously In the constant pallles of
his wit; the Baron Lambert, the grave
banker of the old house of the Roths-
childs, scrupulously elegant in attire,
polished in manner, particular Iin little
things as in big—he would never have a
letter written on a typewriter, for In-
stance : he had them all written out by
hand in a script that looked as though
it had been from an engraved plate—
and Mr. Emmanuel Jenssen, & grandson
by marriage of Mr. Solvay.

Mr. Franequl read a rough draft in

BY BAIRNSFATHER

FRAGMENTS FROM FRANCE

he made one of thes council. |

and particularity the whole organiza-
mittees and headquarters
New York and Brussels, its
station at Rotterdam; then of the C.
N.. with iits peat in Brussels, a sub-
committees In each province, etc. down
to the communes. and all the vast sys-
| tem of exchange for the finance of the
| enterprise, arranged by Mr.
and the Geheimrath Kaufman. Thus
slowly and with infinite pains the vast
structure was reared, with as many
complications and difficulties. as

ssemed at the time, as thers were at
Tower of Babel.

Food at last
Is on Way -

That the great orgahization, the one
constructive organization left in the
world, was got into such perfect and
efficient order at last was due to the
unjon of puch efficient minds and wills
as those of Emile Franequl and Her-
bert C. Hoover, though each of the oth-
ers contributed his share of rea] ability,
of patience, of good will and of & desire
to serve humanity. And It was worth
| all it cost of pain and effort when one
evening a telegram came from Rotter-
| dam saying that grain was being sent
to Liege In charge of Captain Suther-
land, mfilitary attache at The Hague,
and we could say that food was at last
coming into Belgium !

In the first and, in many respacts the
best of his short stories, “Boule de Suit.”
a story that depicts with the remorse-
leas precision of his impeccabls and eyn-
lcal art the Incredible meanness of hu-
man nature, Guy de Maupassant sums
up in a phrase the essential spiritual rig-
nificance of the Prussian occupation of
Normandy in 1870, when he says: “There
was, however, something in the ailr,
something subtle and unknown, a strange
and intolerabls atmosphers, like a dif-
fused odor, the odor of Invasion™
As In France in 1870, s0 in Belgium in
1814, It was the atmosphers, the moral
odor of Invasion, that was hardest to
bear. To those who has been used all
their lives carelessly to breathas its alr,
liberty, now that it was lost. becames a

the

even for us who were the most privi-
leged in the land, to have every desire,
svery Impulse, every right obstructed
by a “verboten” At every prominent
corner in town there were brutal Ger-
man sentinels with red flags, great
placards labeled “Halte"” and guns, with
thelr long bayonets fixed.

of regulations that made life an intoler-
able byrden.

Han Efficiency

Is Scored

Much has been written of the cleanii-

neas and order of German cities; I have
written some of it myseif ; but T should
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meltre if he looks well in the red scarf,
and they are proud of their liberty and
flerce in their independance Attacked
from the outside, they all stand together,
‘Cllhollc. Liberal, Bocialist, Flemish' and
‘Wllloon. The cities are scrupulously
olean—cleaniineas, indeed, a2 a Helgian

|
| tralt; and there ia an ordinance or by-

law in Brussels which forbids peaple to |

wash their sidewalks or the fronts of
their houses after 10 o'clock in the
{ morning, otherwise the splashing and
mopping would go on all the time.

Belgian Clocks
Advanced

| - The Germans sought to

do this. they thought, was to
| orders and to publish them in affiches
oo the city walls, or to give paternal
ocounsel, like that advice of the Pacha
to the people to save the money and

vice' was given at the very moment
when levies were being imposed on all
the cities and provinces in the land!

Not a day passed without a new ana
vexing regulation. In an affiche posted
on November 6§, there was an avis
which, by the way of proving the pa-
tarnal interest of the government i
the people, sald that the German gov-
ernment had done all it conid to get
food and fuel for the Belgians, urging
the people to return to their usual em-
ployment, and asdvised the communal
authorities not to give money to any-
body who would net work, and, In the
third place, announced that on and

to put it In the savings banks whers,
he mald, it would be respected: the ad-

after November § the affairs of life
would be regulated by normal time;
that.ia, of courso, Cerman time, fifty-
six minutes eariler than Beigian tima,
which -was Greenwich or English, and
prevalied all over the west of Europe
The public clocks wers duly ads
vanced but nobody in Brussels pajd the
slightest attention; everyone continued
to regulate by 'heure belge such affairs
of life as were left to him. Turning
into the Place dee la Monnale from the
rus des Friperies one afterncon I saw
two women stop. ons asked the
and the other, glancing up at the
which marked 7 o'clock, sald instant-
ly, “It's €& o'clock.™ It was liks
that everywhere, though for us of the
| legations there was a complication ;
iwhnn we had an appointment with &
Belgian we had to remember Baigian
| time, and in speaking to a Belgian one
| must remember not to refer to I'heure
allemands. This fast gave rise al once
to & new example of la swanse Brux-
slinisa

“The kalser psays ‘they must ad-
vance an PFaria’' but théy don't ads

| vance: then, ‘they must advance on

| Calais.’

| but they don't advance;
|
|

‘they must advance on Cracow,” but
they don't advance there, either: then
he says ‘we must advance ths Brussels
clocks one hour.'"™

| (To Be Continued Next Sunday)

'Yankee Horse Gets
Fine Language Work

L ]

With the American Forces In Ploasrdy,
June 27.—(U. P.)—(By mall)—The Am=
Itﬂm horse ia an apt linquist

Sold overseas to the French from

America during the first thres ysars
|of the war, he had to learn French
| to understand his new masters. Then
wold back to America for servies with

introduce | his own army after the United Stalas
| German ways and German regulations,
| tried 1o make them over, and to make
{ over the people In them. The wWay teo
issue |

| entered the war, he had 1o learn English,
| or rather American all over aguin.

Hundreds of these American horses
were bought from the English when the
first forces from the United States
| lanfled. The drivers were constantly In
troubla, and, at first couldn't unders
stand the reason.

“T had & team out during & review™
sald one driver, “apd ecouldn't maks ‘s
budge. 1 yelled ‘git-up’ and »
else at 'em, an® they just sort :
looked aroun’ like they thought 1 was
foolish. Then I remembered that I
heard a frog yell ‘alley’ at his horses
I yelled “alley., and away they want*™

The horses now are a good deal ke
the soldier, They'll respond to «ither
French or English commands.

Mad Cat Bites Boy
Dublin, Ga., July 20.—(1. N, B.)—A onf
affected with rables atiacked two sond
of J. W. Russell, biting them on the
a and hands. They have héen given
r treatment.

“Nerves” writes: “Is it bossible to find
a medicine which by its tonlc or nutri-
tive powers will bring the glow of health
Fand ambition back to & man who has
everything In the world but health and

I am dull, forgetful. de-
tgembling., shopt of

of nutrition, thus wvitalizing the

blood and promoting new cell and tissue

to take care of the waste forces. Thres-

grain cadomene tablets, packed In sealed

tubes with full directions. are recom-
mended In all such cases.

L . L
Mrs. L. O. writes: "My husband is

and
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cDéQTO :
DVICE

é’ r Lowrs Baker

The quastions answerad balow are
general in character, the symploms oF
dissases are given and the answers will
apply in any case of similar nature.

Those wishing further asdvics, frea
may address Dr. Lewia Baker, Collage
bidg., College-Ellwnod streeta, Duyton,
Ohia, enclosing self addressed stamped
envelope for reply. Full name and ad-
dress must bs given, but only Initiale
or fictitions names will bs used in >

at any well stocked drug stora ARy
druggist can order of wholesaler,

the beneficial results of & thorough
treatment of plain yellow minyol It I8
cooling, cleansing and invigorating, and
thousands now wuse it reguiariy as A
halr and scalp tonic
. - . L

& E writes: “Two ¥
your great prescription for ney trous
bla, and It wholly overcame trouble
I want medicine now for constipation
and impure blood, for I am a sight with
pimpies that make big, lompy sores”™

Answer. I would advise the taking of
three-grain sulpherb tablets (nol sule
phur) for several months to purify the
sYyslem.

ago 1 used

. »
J. E M. asks: “Can | safely reduceé

NOTE: Feor many years »
has been giving free advice gnd vrna:;
to miilions of people through
columng, and doubtiess has

flilness and 4
“,Tbounndl have writien
history.
préssions of gratitude and
similar to the following :

was recommmended to your prescri
medicine. 1 was pretty well

-

\stress
ie individual in the worids-

Dr. Lewis Baker, Dear Sir—I am 4

»
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answers. The prescriptions can be fillad




