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ACT IS DENOUNCED
BY MASS MEETING

Mass Meeting at Library Hall

¢ Tuesday Night Says Treatment
of Alderman Reflects on City.

Tooamame LA

“' * *ACTION IS DECLARED HASTY

k
Resolution

-

Says District Placed
in Position of Considering
Contract Mere Scrap of Paper.
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‘a way that wouyld show apprectation of
our superintendent and that would tes-
. tify to our own good judgment.”

! Dr. BE. A. Sommer, 1eader of the anti-
Alderman fight, is at Camp Lewis in
.service as & captain In the medical
corpe. ;
The Central library mass meeting was
® that will stand out in the memeory
of Portland educators. Every seat was
taken and the men and women were
. 4wedged in In every corner, at the rear of
5,!.!!0 auditorium and at the entrances.
Dr. C. H Chapman as chalrman of
the meeting presented A. F. Flegel who
‘made the Introductory address, declar-
. ing that Portland in honor could not
endure the trick of the school board.
Willlam D. Wheelwright offersd a
statement prepared by Dr. John H.
Boyd who found it impossible to be pres-
snt” and there was applause at Dr.
Boyd's assertion that the school board
“violated the -common decencles and
sthics of civie and business life.”

Benson Called On

The big demonstration of the evening,
however, came when Mr. Wheelwright
mentiened the name of 8. Benson as a
“fair and liberal man with no ax to
grind" The demonstrative audience

(would not rest until Mr. Benson had
' spoken,

“I favor drastic actlon,” he sald. “I
,would Invoke the recall against those
school directors who use our school sys-
* tem for tricks and schemes."

At this pandemonium broke loose and

was repeated when Mr. Wheelwright,
‘continuing his address, sald :
“That I8 certainly my feeling.
Unfortunately, he added, the reecall
+ cannot he Jnvoked agalnst publie officers
"until they have been In office at least
slx months, and Orton and Thomas pro-
t ceeded with their scheme to sidetrack
i Alderman at the first school board meet-
ing following their election.

“There s one of the offending school
directors who has been In office more
than six months,” suggested Dr. Chap-
man, and the recall enthusiasts caught
the sugmgestion with delighted cheers.
“That man i at the root of all the
trouble,” he pursued.

“Who do you mean—Plummer?' came

{ & volce from the audience.

“No, Bommer,” answered another
voice, and -the demonstration prepared
the way for Dr. Chapman's next SUgges-

' tlon.
., "“If any man ever richly dessrved the
* recall Dr, Bommer does. He has done
1 many things for the injury of the schools
,but I eannot recall that he has done one
single solitary thing for fhe good of the
_schools. 1 have observed the schools
closely and it |sa my conviction that the
, Tules underlying his motives have been
t uniformly wsinister. Orton and Thomas
" got into office through false pretenses.
~ The people accepted thelr pre-election
* statements that they were not pledged
and not prejudiced. But they quickly
showed they were but rubber stamps for
Dr, Sommer. Dr. Sommer gave the word
+ of command In his Prussian arrogance
¥ and Orton and Thomas obeyes,
Mliton Reed Klepper offered the reso-
:lutlon calling upon the board to rescind
its action, reading the declaration with
&-volee thrilling with strong feeling,
Vaughn Bupports Sommer
: W. T. Vaughn and a woman, whose
yName was glven as a Mrs. Ross, were
“ the only ones who opposed the resolu-
" tlon. Mr. Vaughn was both hissed and
Jeered as he declared, “This, I am per-
. fectly well aware, is an Alderman meet-
!Ing and would be silent were it not for
Alderman’s friends. I believe in fatr
* play and I cannot accept everything In
I that resolutidn.” As Mr. Vaughn con-
tinued, making evident his opposition to
Mr. Alderman, it required the interven-
. tlon both of the chalrman and of Mr.
Wheelwright to saecure him a hearing in
the face of he voclferous Indignation
{ aroused by his statements.
* "I have three sons under Dr. Bommer
at Camp Lewis" gald the woman, whose
. name was given as Mrs. Ross. “Why,"
' she continued addressing the chalirman,
“did you refer to his as a ‘so-called
doctor'? He is the best doctor in Port-
. land—one of thé best,” she hastily quali-
of July, 1918, by a resolution which
her. “And he 1s a brother Mason of
my husband.” The resolution which was
adopted by a strong majority vote but
‘with & number voting in the negative,
reads as follows:

Actlon Deeclared

Hasty

. Whersas, thres members of the school
board of District No. 1 on the 5th day
of July, 1818, by a resoclution which,
from reporis in the press, was prepared
by them without the action of a com-
mittee of the board and without ob-
 merving the usual formalities in the
transaction of the business of the school
district, oustsd the superintendent of
the schools from his position by trans-
ferring him to a department which Was

. then attempted to be created, and,
Whereas, such actlon was taken by at
least two members of the board without
any previous acquaintance with the su-
or his qualifications” for

B

The heavy line indicates the approximate positien of the allied and German forces in the great battle
going on in Franee. Prior to the attack the Germans were everywhere norih of the Marne river.
be seen they have driven a sallent into the French lines for about five miles in ome place.
crossed the Marne further to the west but were driven back over the river again by the Americans. To-
day's heaviest lighting is apparently east of Rheims, where the Germans are trying (o advanece south
and weslward down the Marne toward Epernay.

It will
They had

complaint made against the conduct of
his, office and without any acquaintance
with the schools of the district, and
Whereas, the effect of such action if
carried out will be to d d and avoid
tha contract of the school district with
the superintendent formally entered into
and relied umn by him, and place the
district in t position of treating its
solemn contracts as no better than “a
scrap of paper,” and
ereas, the sald action of the board
was taken hastily and without due con-
sideration or '&pportunlty on the part of
{)t;ohparenta .d patrons of the schools to
eard ; an
Whereas, we ‘consider that the honor
and integrity of our school district is in-
volved in thlvn and that the whole matter
should be reconsidered by ool
board and such hasty action annulled,
Now, therefore, be it resolved by this
mass meeting of patrons and parents of
children and the schools of Portland, that
we condemn such action as hasty, il
consgidered and a reflection upon the
honor of our city and schools: and
Be it fur

that hersafter all matters in relation to
the conduct of the schools of the city
of Portland be conducted orderly and
after due consideration, and that no ac-
tion ever be taken by the board which
unfairly or improperly avolding its ob-
ligation, and at it m the opinion of
this meeting that said action would be

for the best Interests of the
school system and its 40,000 children.

ROOSEVELT'S SON
KILLED IN BATTLE

(Continned fromm Page One)

enemy lines. Roosevelt has not been
heard from since. It is not definitely
known whether he was shot down or
forced down and taken prisoner.

If he were taken prisoner, it is be-
lleved German aviators would have
dropped a note announcing his capture.
One machine was geen falling in
flames during the battle, but ons of the
American aviators declared he belleves
it was one of the Boches. No one defi-
nitely saw Roosevslt fall, but he has
been glven up as lost.

Colonel Roosevell Receives News
New York, July 17.—(U. P.)—Colonel
Theodore Roosevelt was greatly affect-
ed when the news of Quentin Roose-
velt's disappearance was given to him
over the telephone early today from the
New York bureau of .the United Press.
Ha listened without -Interruption after
asking that great carggbe taken to give
him the dispatch fully.

Asked if he had anything to say he
replied in a weak volce:
“Not a thing: not a thing.”
Colonel Roosevelt declared he had
heard nothing from the front. The
news of Lieutenant Roosevelt's disap-
pearance given him by the United Press
was his first intimation that anything
had occurred.
The former pr._old.nt had just arisen
and was preparing to breakfast when
called.
“Quentin’s mothes and I ars very glad
that he got to the front and had the
chance to render some service to his
country and to show the stuff that was
in him before his fate befell him.”
Roosevelt declared the death of his
son.would have no effect on his plans.
His speech at the Republican convention
at Saratoga will be delivered Friday. He
and Mra. Roosevelt will motor to New
York late this evening and will spend
the night in town at the Hotel Langdon.
Colonel Roosevelt was informed of
reports of Quentin’s death at 3:15 this
morning. At first he was too deeply af-
fected to talk but at 1:30 p. m., after
breaking the news to Mrs. Roosevalt, he
made his brief statement.

FRENCH AND AMERICAN
FORCES SLAM GERMANS

(Continued from Page One)

“East of Rhelms local enemy attacks
were unsuccessful. In the Prunay re-
glon (seven miles southeast of Rheims ),
the Germans, trying an assault toward
Beaument-sur-Vessle (two miles south
of Prunay), wére checked. The French

positions everywhere are being main-
tained.”

London, July 17.— (U. P.) — German
casualties in the new drive have reached
nearly 100,000, according to authorita-
tive estimates made here today.

Five Atiacks Repulsed

London, July 17.—(U. P.)—Tha Ger-
mans delivered five severs attacks on

zodat-aaem
s position, and without any charges or

the 1€ mile front betwéen the Suippe
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er resolved, That the school |
board be and hereby.is requested to re-|
consider and annul sald resolution and|

will subject the district to suspicion of |

Portiand |
e | gains, either claimed by the Gérmans or

vallpy and Main de Massiges yesterday
evening, but were repulsed with the
heaviest losses, it was learned from an
authorjtative source today.

The French and Americans lost no

ly light.

The German estimate of 13.000 pris-
oners is declared to be grossly exag-
| gerated.

Grealest Gain Only Four Miles

London, July 17.—(U. P.)—~The sec-
ond day of the new Champagns drive
was limited to frantic efforts by the
Germans to maintal ocal gains they
won in their initial rush. The outstand-
ing featurs of the battle, as reported by
last night's official communiques, was
passing of the initiative into the hands
of the allies on most parta of the front,
Indicated by the great number of coun-
ter attacks.

It has been established that the Ger-
man loases were extremely heavy. The
| night Paris official report also sald
| that great numbers of prisoners were

taken by the Amerieans in their counter |
Berlin claimed |

attack on the Marne.
more than 13,000 prisoners.

| At no point in the 50-mile battlefront
| did the enemy even come close to at-
lulnlnz any of his ambitious geographi-
cal or strategic objectlves. The greatest

admitted by the French, are less than
four miles. These are between Rheims
and the Marne and eas: of Rheims, be-
tween Prunay and Prosnes.

American lines south of the Marne were
completely reestablished by their coun-
ter attacks which lasted from noon
Monday far into the night. To the
right of the American positions the Ger-
mans retained ®their bridgehead on the
south bank. Americans alded the
French there by cooperating in the lat-
ter's counter attacks,-recovering several
small villages, won from the French.

The battlie line mow apparently runs
from Vaux southward to Aszy, north.
eastward along the right bank to
Courtemont, thence southward across
the river to the vicimity of St. Agoan,
eastward to Lachapelle-Monthodon,
northeastward across the Marane to
Chatlilon-sur-Marne, thence eastward
and northward :to Pourcy, thenes north-
ward to Vrigny:, mortheastward to La
Neuvillette, eastward (north of Rhelms)
to Betheny, southeastward to Prunay,
eastward to Prosmes, northeastward to
the original line at the Suippe river
(near Dantrine) thence southeastward
to Soualn, eastward to Perthes.lss-
Hurlus, themee sharply mnortheastward
to the original line and esastward along
the original line to Maln de Massiges.

—————

British Keep Up Raids

London, July 17.—(U. P.)—The Brit-
ish conducted another successful oper-
ation east of Villers-Bretonneux last
night, Field Marshal Halg reported to-
day. There was artillery fighting In
various sectors on the Picardy and
Flanders fronts.

“We carried out a suecessful minor
enterprise east of Villers-Bretonneux
during the night, taking soms prisoners
and machine guns,” the statement sald.

“An attempted enemy raid in the
same sector was repulsed. He made
successful rafds at Hulluch this morn-
ing.

‘“Hostlle artillery was active on the
Somme and the Anecre, north of the
Scarpe, northeast of Bethune and
north of Balllegll"

———— —
German Prisoners Complain

With the French Armlies in the Pield,
July 17.—(U. P.)—German prisoners
taken in the Champagne fighting are
fatigued and discouraged st the fail-
ure of thelr new drive. Some blame
their officers for lack of success,

The commander of one battalion, a
former professor, harrangued his sub-
alterns and under officers of the army.
declaring they remained in the rear and
sent the citizen officers to their death,
according to the prisoners.

Berlin Press Comm.en's

London, July 17.—(I. N. 8.)—There
is no particular geographical aim in the
German offensive, the only object be-
ing to destroy the allies' fighting power,
according to the Lokal Anseiger of
Berlin, says a Central News dispatch
from Amsterdam today. The German
paper was quoted further as saying
that Parls I8 more menaced from
Amiens than from the present battle
zone,

Brilons Get Six Hun Planes
London, July 17.—(U. P.)—Jyritish
aviators shot down six enemy aiflanes
Monday and lost only one of their own
machines, the alr ministry reported to-
day. Successful bombifdg operations

_were carried out at varlous points.

PERSHING'S MEN 'HOLD
FIRM GRIP ON MARNE

{Continned from Page Oune)

river and the counter blow was a “com-
plete success,” Pershing added.

General Pershing today cabling under
date of July 15, reported that east of
Chateau-Thierry where the
crossed the Marne American foroes
counter-attacked and drove the enemy

“taking 500 grbonm." ’

“In the Vosges five trench raids at-
tempted by the enemy hroke down under
our fire,” he added.

Capture Many Prisoners

In his communique of the sixteenth
which contained reports on the fighting
of the fifteenth, Pershing 3

cooperated with the French in repulsing
the enemy dttack. They maintained
Mrmﬂuomu‘uimmnp-

guns E:m osges, the :

rchine

guns and their casualtles weres extreme- |

yards. The attack broke down under
our artillery fire.™

Detafls of the fighting which ap-
peared in section B.of Pershing's re-
port fallows:

“The counter attack made by the
American troops south of the Marne
on July 15 was a complete Buccess.
The enemy who crossed the river near
Fossey and had forced back a part
of our line was thrown back with
severse losses.

French Extend Pralse

“One battalion was thought to be an-
nihilated, those who were not killed or
wounded being captured by our forces,
French officers commanding French
troops near this point, as well as others
belonging to a higher command, have
expressed great satisfaction concerning
the conduct of our forces and the resylt
which they achlievad.

“On July 15 in the Hilsenfurst region
of the Vosges, the enemy attempted to
attack our lines on a front of 1000 yards.
After artillery preparation which in-
cluded the use of trench mortars they
left their lines at 7 o'clock in the morn-
ing and commenced to advance through
their own wiresa.

“A barrage put down promptly by our
artillery soon drove them back.”

AMERICANS FIGHT WAY
OUT WHEN SURROUNDED

By Fred 8. Fergusonm

With the Americans on the Marne,
July 17.—(U. P.)—(8:44 A. M.)—Ameri-
can troops, having thrown the Germans
back across the Marne on their gector
east of Chateau-Thlerry, are aiding the
French to clear the enemy from the
south bank farther to the eastward.

Cooperating with the French, the
Amaericans have partially cleared Conde
Wood and have re-takem Hill 231 and
the wvillage of Lachappelle-Monthodon
(Conde Wood is south of Courtemont
and its western fringe evidently formed
the American right flank. Hill 331 and
Lachappelle-Monthodon are a short dis-
tance to the eastward of the wood.)

The Americans, operating alone en-
tirely cleared the south bank of the
Marne in the region from Mesy to Jaul-
gonne. (A front of more tham two
miles.)

It now develops that the Americans
never completely evacuated Meszy (on
the south bank of the river, five miles
easy and north of Chateau-Thierry.)
One platoon hid. In a cellar as the
boches rushed in. As the enemy flowed
past them io a seemingly naver-end-
ing flood, this tiny garrison held out
fighting desperately and inflicting great
losses.

The mhiin force of Americans fell
back slowly, contesting every inch of

| Prisoners reveal

[ AMERICANS
ARE PRAISED
BY PERSHING

ONDON, via British Wirelass,
L July 17, — Genaral PFPershing
has issued am order to the
American troops In France com-
gratalating them on the successes
which have marked thelr brilllamt
debut In the fighting arena.

“The divisioms subjected for the
first time to the most palinful
ordeals of meoderm warfare, have
Invariably behaved with the great-
est ocoursge,” says the oerder.
“Thelr ecooperation with thelr
brothers im arms under the unl-
fied command was prompt aad
effective and thelr allied comrades
speak In pralse of them.

“The conduct of these Drave
soldlers and of thelr ecomrades
who have mads the supreme glle-
rifice by falling on the fleld of
homer has established s model
which each unit of the American

expeditionary ocorps will strive to
follaw.”

ground with the grey-clad Infantry.
The litle group In the cellar fought
on like an islet jn a rushing torrent.

Then when the American counter
drove the Germans back on the river
the platoon—what remained of it—
riddled the ranks of the retreating
Boches with machine gun Dbullets.
There was a joyful reunion when the
little garrison was again absorbed into
the American ranks. Two companies
of Americans (500 men) in attempting
to flank a large force of retreating
Germans, drove forward so rapidly that
they werp cut off and surrounded In
a wood." Called upon to surrender,
thelr answer was & crashing volley.
Before the Bochea could recover from
the surprise, the doughboys rushed
them with bayonets and cut their way
tack to the American lines with sur-
prisingly few casualties.

The Americans today received the
highest praise from the French com-
mand for thelr excealléht work in the
jast two days' [fighting.

German morale is sald to be much
lower than in any previous phase of
the offensive. They have already used
up & large part of their reserves.
the Boches’ Increas-
ing respect for American fighting
qualities and declare the German losses
wers extremely heavy.

A map taken from a captured Ger-
man officer. shows that the two Amerk
can hospitals, deliberately bombed by
German airmen far in the rear of our
lines Monday nlght, were plalnily
marked.

Several cases have been reported of
Bochea being captured while wearing
American and French uniforms.

Mrs. Headricks Granled Divoree

Oregon City, July 17.—Rosstta Head-
ricks has been granted a decree of dl-
vorce from James E. Headricks and

awarded the custody of the four minor
children.
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WAR PROFITEERS
10 GET "THERS'

House Ways and Means.Commit-
tee Planning Retroactive Tax
Bill Approaching Seizure.

- Washington, July 17. — (U. P.) — The
house ways and means committes Is go-

ing after the (ll-gotten wealth of the
war contragt profiteer In framing the
new $8,000,000,000 revenue bil.

A retroactive tax bill which will
amount to practical selzure of super-
profits resuiting from fat government
contracts — particularly as they touch
cantonment building and other “gost
plus™ arrangements — has the almost
unanimous backing of the committes, &
pell of members revealed today.

Several members made the additional
suggestion that ag sach individual case
of profiteering is developed, it be calied
to the attention of the public and the
government department involved.

The committes today was to end its
hearings with statements from L. L.
Somers, and other officlals of the
war industries board, concerning the
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onlyﬁ’ ll‘n .u‘”
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| P. S —If you decide to go without
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music; everything except the crowd.

Your truly,

LIBERTY THEATRE

roned. We admit “For Husbands
Only” will interest you—more we
cannot, except this, there's never
been a picture like it and probably
never will be another.

AMERICAN AIRMEN
PUT IN GREAT DAY

(a0 sing Woy) pemnpec))

must so far be considered an |

defeat, Inasmuch as deapite the lengthi-
est and most elaborats prepacations
none of the German objectives has been
achieved.

The net results have bean only isolated
penetrations on comparatively lightly
heid front positions without denting the
main battle line—and this at the heaviest
ecost.

The early suppesition that this drive
was probably a "side show" seema now
erroneous. Eritish and French military
authorities generally agres that develop-
ments show the German concentration
on both =ides of Rhelma was too rrnt|
to ajjow effective operations anywhere
else until later.

Ajr Baitles Spectacular

With the' JPrench Armies in the Field,
July 17.—(U. P.)~Sonie of the most vio-
lent and spectacular alr fighting of the
war is under way on the Champagne
front. Allied airmen have clearly main-
tained thelr superiority.

Bombing planes flew over tha battle-

AN OPEN

planes
machine gun fire Into
mans. One squadron blocked ‘the most
tmportant bridge over the Marne for 15
minputes, not & single Bochs being able
to pass

This aerial activity continues, despite
the fact that low-hanging clonds make
fiying difficult

Fifty Under Examination
Oregon City, July 1T —8Soms 0 young
men, in the June 6, 1315, class of regis-
trants for war service, are baing given
thelr examination in the eclr-
cuit court room today, preparatory to
being classified. .
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