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Alps tb the Sea To Be Far Reaching
Issue on Italian Front Is Disposed of Favorably .to Allied Cause Substantial Defeat Cannot Go Far to Silence the Unrest Among

With Campaign of 1918 but One Half Over. .Austrian Masses Who Suffer Keenly From Hunger. r;

slan events. Defeat In Ttna 14 taof the fighting Indicates high lossea and
losses which In the case of the assailant
must have been far greater than for the
Italians. Moreover, the, Austrian re

the destruetion of a naUon little per-
meated with any national sentiment and --

still a collection of races rather than a .great people bound by common ideals 1

and a common unitv. in th mu f

BY FRANK H. SIMONDS
(CopyrUht, J918. by Th T ribana AaKwtsUoo, The New Tork Tribune) '

WEEK ago I commented here upon the opening of the great AustrianA offensive from the Adige to the Adriatic, an --operation which dis-

closed itself obviously as the main Austrian effort of the, campaign of 1918
and a final effort on the part of the' Hapsburg. monarchy to dispose of the

iniri nniv Uft alont its frontiers and thus attain peace. Br Mondav.

treat must have cost the JIapaburg army

Italy, on the contrary, although Italian '
unity had been achieved only a few de-
cade ago, the esseatla) unity of thajun 34. th llftv-nint- h anniversary of Solferlno, the battle of the Piave had

ended in a tremendous Italian success. Italy had won her Verdun, and
"They shall not pass" had proveo as inspiring a watchword for braye men

nation manifested Itself In adversity,
exactly as French unity and national
spirit had flamed up after the early de-
feats which preceded the BatU of thin venetia as it naa in Lorraine

a vast store of material In addition to
guns, which bad been moved across the
river whUo the advance waa unchecked
and before the rains In the mountains
caused the river to leave its banks.

There remains the great question of
what explains the transformation of the
Italian army In a period much "shorter
than a year. Many elements must be
Involved in the answer. First of all. It
Is well to remember that only one
Italian army waa responsible for the
Caporetto disaster and that waa an army
made up of second line troops, assigned
to a quiet sector where no serious opera-
tion was exDec ted.

Mam In WI4.- -years ago blinded the world to the ap-
proach of Russian ruin. - .

There is a grim Irony In the fact thatthe week which see th .
An Event in
Military HistoryAuatrlana at the Plave- conuini tne fourth anniversary ofthe assassination of the Archduke atEerajevo. the remote and almost forot- -

m occasion or all this terrible conflictwhich has followed. And on thin anni
At the moment of Caporetto the mass

of the Italian army had crossed the
Isonso and on the Bainsissa plateau was
Tnaklna- - a marnif lcent .fight. The valor.

. .In the 10 days of the Plave contest,
from It opening on Saturday, June 15.

to this second Monday, this great battle
passed through three distinct stages.
There, was first the onset of the Aus-trlan-s,

which resulted In no material
gains between the Plave and the Adlge,
In a considerable success on the Mon-

tello . heights below the bend of the
Plave, which threatened the line of the

. river, and in a substantial advance In
the marshy ground near the delta, which
brought the Austrlans within a dozen
miles of Venice.

Italians Show
New Spirit

In the second period, when the Aus-
trlans should have been able to exploit
their rains and push their offensive

versary every whisper which comes from
AU"tn point to the approach of utterruin for the state that welcomed themurder of a prince four years ago as thesignal for its attack on its Serbian

the endurance and the tenacity of the
Italian troops flghflng on the lower
Isonso last year remain a splendid page

neighbor, an attack which would insurethe future security of the empire of
In Italian military, history.

Italy Asserts
Her Unity

ma agea emperor who has already sue
cumoea to we burden of sorrow the

Th BatU of the Plave Is a groat
event in the military history of th
world war. It Is an enormous contribu-
tion to th common caus at a critical
hour and In a critical campaign. Its
effect politically must be beyond Its mill,
tary effect. Its moral effect can hardly
be exaggerated. But It Is worth while
recalling that It la likely to be an en-
during incident in th history of th
Italian people a history In which mili-
tary defeats have been frequent but pa-- "

triotic devotion unfailing. New. after a '

terrible defeat and leng suffering. Italy ;

has emerged victorious In a contact
with a far greater nation, posse sing
larger human resources In numbers and
aided by German material and German
strategy.

Italy has won ber Vardun ea th
Plave. It la hardly less Important to '

the allied cause than that French vic-
tory along the Meuae which held th
line until Britain could arrive,

On th military aid. It la too soon to
forecast the consequences of th vto

' tory. The Austriana may still stand at

struggle Has brought. Guffof
Venice

On the other hand. Inferior troops on
a quiet sector were unquestionably un-

dermined by enemy propaganda and did
desert a post of danger under an attack

home the world had Its first evidence of
th new spirit of Italian armies, for In
this period there was a sudden check to
ins Aunrian tavuico ti em puuim which was not in the least comparable

with the present attack, although In

Political Results
Are to Follow

Whatever the military consequences ofthe defeat at the Plave we are bound to
believe the political results will be moreImportant. The long trail of evil events,
beginning with the Russian collapse ayear ago. has at last been interruntJ.

the beginning of a series of counter at WHERE ITALY BEAT BACK AUSTRIA
view of the German successes In Franc,

this year there must be a tendency toequal to all demands. There was no
revise views as to the erricacy or uie
German attack at Caporetto.

ply told. Attacking on a front of a hun-
dred miles, nearly twice as broad a front
as that assailed i by the Germans on
March 21' In Plcardy. using 71 divisions,
a .round million of troops, quite as large

strongest incentive of ;the advancing
Austrians. but what must be the feelings
of the survivors, for whom Italian booty
la no longer even a rempte hope? For
whom, hunger is now assured without

In any event, the rally of the main

tacks all along the front, which, witn
little delay, first broke the force of the
Austrian thrust and finally halted it, and
In places turned It .back from the high
water mark.

Finally, In the third period the weight
of the Italian counter attacks, first in
the north in the mountains, then at the
mouth of the Plave and finally at the
crucial point of Montello height, began
to assume the character of a counter of- -

Italian forces was prompt, a great dis
aster was avoided and Italy stood ata force as the Germans useu Detween

Austria, having brought to the Italian
field all the best of the troops once em-
ployed against Russia and Roumania.having reorganized her armies under
German direction and having struck a
final blow with every ounce of power left
to her; has met one of the great defeats

the Plave ; they may retire to th Taglia- -
the Piave last year, even before she waspromise of the relief a promised victory j Arras ud jcoyon backed by 7500 guns

held out? ' j ni unlimited amount of ammunition. by allied arms. The rnento, wher w knew they hav madlll 'L.. nf th. defeat were Imme- - Seat preparations aad created a Strong

isolated plateau, from which, were It In
enemy hands. Austrian guns could rake
the rear, both of the Italian troops on
Monte Grappa between the Plave and
the Brenta and behind the Piave from
Nervesa south w ard.

Montello Is .
Chief Effort

Montello heights, to give this plateau
its familiar name, is the key alike to
the crossings of the Piave for many
miles southward, to the highways sup-
plying the front of the Plave and to a
vital portion of the front on the hills.
The push at Montello was the main Aus

submerging of any sector, such as has
become familiar in German attacks In
France. Italian reeerves were ready to
intervene before the forwards had been
abolished. The familiar trench war con-
ditions seem to have prevailed, and there
was nothing approximating a break-
through, even at Montello. where the
Austrians were most successful.

Much was said of the work of British
contingents and something of the service
of French units. But It may be doubted
if more than one British division was
present, and there was no great French
force Involved. The battle of the Plave

defensive line; or they may be forced
back ultimately to the Isonso. behinddiately shown In a revival of Italian de: rensive: m a wora, me Aunt-nan- iobi

The world has been too frequently in j employing the same shock tactics which
past months promised ail Austrian col-- 1 the Germans used successfully In Pl-lap- se

to be easily convinced now that the ' cardy, Flanders i and Champagne, the
Italian victory will be followed by a ; Austrians undertook to break the whole termination. which they stood prior to th Caporettothe Initiative and. while the Piave river

rose in flood behind them and swept

or the war.
This la the news which now comes to

the starving millions who were to.be fed
upon the cheering, if unsubstantial, food

We may say that the sight of half of victory of last year. In any event, unlessprompt collapse of the dual monarchy. ;

their army loses Its cohesion and sub-
mits to a rout comparable to that of

Venetla occupied by the enemy, the
knowledge of what Italian women and
children were suffering, of what Ital

Italian front from the Adige to the
Adriatic. i t.

In this great effort there were three
distinct operations. On the north be

We shall look rather ito the benefits j

which cannot be doubted, the gain in
morale in Western Europe, the quick rise
in allied hopes and expectations, the res

of receiving munitions and. relnforce-ment- s,

the Italian attacks prevailed and
the broken enemy was thrust back across
the river Ins a route,' his offensive
stroyed and the safety of his own lines

tween the Adige and the Plave the Aus-
trians attempted to crowd the Italianstoration to Italy of a confidence cruelly

shaken at the Isonro by the Caporetto i down off u,e Arsiero. Aslago and Grappa
disaster, rather than to the remoter pos-- i highlands into thd plain, cut the roads
slbtlities of profit. One of the great ! and railways which run along the foot of

was In the main an Italian triumph and
to the Italians belongs the great credit.

In less thin a year Italy had remade
her army and with the army" the civil-
ians behind the line had been reorga-
nised. All things considered, the blow
was far heavier than that which pro-
duced- the Caporetto disaster. Seventy-on- e

divisions were used and these divis

Immediately threatened. What happened
' to the Trench on a small scale about

Solsso'ns In the winter of 1914-191- 5 now
occurred on an enormous scale east of
Trevlso.

ian towns were enduring in the Invaded
districts, served to rouse the Italians as
dreams of conquest along the Dalma-
tian coast or on the road to Vienna did
not and could not. However Italymay
have been divided over the question of
an offensive war for grandiose objec-
tives, she was united In a determination
to preserve her unity, won at so. great
sacrifices in the previous century, and
the presence of the Austrian Invader In

trian effort and not until the Austrians
had been driven from this high ground
toward the end of the battle was the
Italian victory assured. Most but not
quite all of Montello waaat once time
in Austrian hands, a portion was held
until the closing hours of the offensive,
and at this point the Austrians came
within an ace of scoring a decisive
triumph.

Southward of Montello the Austrians

dangers or me year rias oeen reraoeu, the hm and thus intercept the Italians
one of the causes of apprehension has -- ion- the Piave. whose sole line of re- -

supplied by authentic reports of a great
victory. Victory might not have satis-
fied the hunger of the suffering masses,
but what can defeat do toward silencing
the protest and quieting the unrest?
How long car 'Austria now escape the
undermining influences which destroyed
Russia, one short year ago, while Rus-
sian armies were still victorious and be-
fore Slav divisions fled from the scene
of an unmistakable triumph along the
Gnlla Llpa and the Dniester?

Austrians Are
Promised Food

On the eve of battle the commanders
of the Austrian armies addressed their

Jena, the chance of a considerable Ital-
ian advance are alight and the natural
obstacle in th way of an Italian ad-
vance toward Vienna are so great that
one could only forecast such progress by
accepting th present signs aa Indicative
of a complete relape of Austrian mill- - ,
tary power and the present signs d
not warrant any such expectations. What
Is clear. It would seem, la that th power
of Austria for offensive operations this
year without German aid la broken, and
that any German aid sent to the Italian
front must weaken greatly and perhaps
decisively th weight . of th German
blow In Franc.

been eliminated :. we, do not have, to hold treat was these roads. The successful
Venice ana

ions were the pick of the Austrian army
which had been reconstructed for thisVerona Saved

Am I write these lines on Tuesday. Venetla served to consolidate th nationeffort.
and reanimate the soldierOf these divisions a good many seem

to have been put out of action for the It Is Interesting to perceive the con-
trast between the Italian and the Rue--rest of the campaign ; the stubbornness

June 25, the measure of the Italian vic-
tory is still to be, taken. What Is clear
at the moment Is that a supreme Aus-
trian bid for victory has ended In a de-
feat which has already many resem-
blances to a disaster and leaves no rea

the west front while the Venetian line
still worries us. The Boche is stopped
from the Alps to the sea- - this is the im-
mediate conclusion to be drawn and its
Importance is Immense. Half - way
through the campaign of 1918 the Issue on
one front is disposed of while the pros-
pects on the main front, are hourly im-
proving.

Operation Is
on Big Scale

On the military side of the story of
the battle of the Piave. one of the half a

strategy of Caporetto was invoked again.
Had It prevailed the Italians along the
Piave would have suddenly found them-
selves threatened with envelopment, as
did their comrades on the Bainsissa pla-
teau last year, after the collapse at Capo-
retto.

At the same time there was a tremen-
dous push west at the point where the
Piave emerges from the hills and enters
the plain. Here the Italian line makes
an almost complete right angle and
thenceforth follows the west bank of the
river southward to the sea. At this point
there is on the west bank a considerable

troops In words recalling the famous ap--1

effected a number of crossings of the
river, bur their main thrust was almostat the edge of the marshes, where the
river divides Into several channels. Here
they came nearest to Venice and at one
moment were less than 12 miles from thecity of the Doges, but fortunately themarshy nature of the ground preventedany use of heavy artillery and Venice
escaped the fate which Rheims and
Amiens are enduring.

Of the three attacks that in tb north

peals of Napoleon to equally famished
soldiers nearly a century and a quarter
ago. They promised their divisions thatsonable doubt as to the final crushing of

. Austrian hopes of disposing of Italy fyr to find food and in thewere Plunderthe present war. In a word. It Is not f fields which fedcities and the'Napoleon
ic veterans of the earlier period. Theyit dear whether Undine Is to be re-

deemed and Trieste conquered, but It
seems plain beyond peradventure that dozen great struggles of the war. Is sira--very hope of finding food was the
Venice and Verona have been saved. was the least severe and the soonest dis-

posed of. The famous fighting groundBY BAIRNSFATHERSOMEWHAT DISTRACTING at Aslago was held. The Monte Granna
Now, 'Just as the Austrian offensive

' had two different phases, the military
"'and the political, the Austrian defeat

' must have duel consequences also. Its
effect must be felt on the western front

positions, which are to be a national park
when the war is over, to preserve them
in iiauan memory, positions which com-
mand both the Piave and Brenta valleyswere retained, with only iiht 1muu

almost as much as in Venetla. and Its
profound reactions In' Berlin as well as
In Vienna. Not only has Italy given her
allies splendid assistance at a critical

Austrian troops here experienced thesame check which two years ago blockedan offensive designed to produce a su

I
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. moment, a new and solid cause for con- -.

fldence, but she has struck at the very
heart of the enemy at a moment when
every reserve, however small, was bound

preme iiauan disaster by cutting off theretreat of armies then fighting far east
ward at tne isonso.

By contrast, the attack of Montaiin; to' count enormously.
was the most successful and. despitehopeful bulletins, there were certainly
several days during which it was touch

J In German calculations the mission of
Austria was to dispose of Italy as

r Grouchy was expected by Napoleon to
l' Jtm ali Tt1.h In tl.'art.li m. II.I.I " . W. . ..MMIV. ... M. V .hVI MV

palgnJ Austria's failure seems as great
as that of Napoleon's general, and at the

ana go wnetner Montello would fall IntoAustrian hands and the line of the Piavehave to be abandoned. As the mountainline held firmly, this would not havecritical moment on the Western front. meant a disaster, but It would havacompelled a retirement upon and beyond
! when Germany is preparing to make her
final and heaviest thrust, her attention

: and her resources are drawn to a new jibyibu ana wouja eventually have ex-
posed Venice to bombardment. If not tocapture. As for Austrian nrmmu

jj liability In another quarter. Not only
j 1a there no longer the smallest chance of
the transfer of Austrian, troops to the southward. It was not considerable, and
western front, but we are already ln-- me xignung in uus region, while Intense,was relatively less Important.i formed that German divisions have been
drawn down to 'the Trent! no and the fortunately, the Italians aH

the Interior lines. They could concentrate their reserves and artlllerv An ana- -

Venetian plain.

Diaz Performs
Big Service

danger point with the briefest delay,
and by the third day the counter attacks

'All this carries us back nearly four
at Aionteno were proceeding and bit bybit the high ground was won back. Be- -year to the days when the kaiser was

compelled to pause In his rush for Calais
. because Russian victories in Galicla

rore tne end of the first week of battlethe Austrian gain had been turned Intonothing more serious than a hugebridgehead, and thereafter the flood Inthe Plave played Into Italian hands anddeprived the Austrians, who had crossed
jr-- f viNw aw , r- "threatened to bring the Hapsburg mill-- I

tary edifice down In a heap if Austrian
, armies, already verging on rout, were
' not promptly reinforced. Again, In the on various military bridges, of all comVerdun time, Austrian collapse in Vol- -

munications with their rear.hynla and Eastern Galicla made a fatal It would be unfair to ascribe th Italdemand upon German resources at a
ment When the battle of the Somme was
beginning and' the . Mouse fortress still

ian victory to the floods. The Austrian
advance had been checked and thrownback before the water rose, but it was
tne iiooa which settled the atmitlnt. f

i, Mntaken. Diax, by his victory, has re- -'

peated the service of Bruelloff in the last
:i Russian triumphs which in June two whether the Austrians wculd be able to

retain something of their gains west of
the river. By Saturday. June 22. thev: ?A nwia.n prune minister was able to an-
nounce that the battle was already ho--

an unaisputea triumph: by Sunii, i 4rsj .1 v 1 aay busman bulletins were talking
me iiooas ana manifestly prepar- -

' Aiairuin pudiic ior the an
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nouncement or a defeat By MondayWashington bulletins Were minnlm.nt
lng Rome accounts of victory with the
announcement or 45.000 prisoners and
mnumeraDie captured runs. Thai .
uation of all Austrian Boaltlon wat t
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the river was officially reported and thewora rout was being used in battle ac
counts.

Credit Belongs
to Italy .

Such, In brief, is the story of the bat-
tle of the Piave. Its main circumstance,
from the point - of, view of Austrianstrategy, was the seizure of Uon talio
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and the menacing both of the line of theriver and of the Grappa positions by
the threat to the rear of both lines from
the Montello heights. The other attacksseem to have been subsidiary, and thavcertainly lost importance when Montellowas evacuated. ; - v -

: Wfcea mei regularly tike a dentifrice.
No reports suggest that the Austriansdid not' put up a stiff fight or that theItalians had an immediate and easy tri-

umph. The first days of fighting were
IX sids in cerreetiaR end prrrsotUf
slissisd Sum sad alee clesas the taeta
better. It wfll pay yea la $4 kith

3
exceedingly sever and the Austriansseem to have shown unusual contempt
for losses and unexpected tenacity. The-- r

m writs today.
TW Dentinol k Pyorrtocida Co.

I! Iwere beaten only because Italian moraleftasCC 14S0Brsedu NewTerh waa even higher Italian high commandThere are times whea it is hsr4 . to keep one's attentioa entirely on the war. . zuuy prepared , aad - Italian numbers


